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HELEN. 



HELEN. 

Jdright are these virgin currents of the Nile 
Which water Egypt's soil, and are supplied. 
Instead of drops irom Heaven, by molten snow* 
But Proteus, while he liv'd, of these domains 
Was Lord, he in the isle of Pharos dwelt, 
King of all iEgypt; for his Wife he gain'd 
One of the Nymphs who haunt the briny deepj 
Fair Psamathe, after she left the bed 

(1) Of ^acus ; she in the palace bore 
To him two children, one of them a Son 
Caird Theoclymenus, because his life 

Is pass*d in duteous homage to the Gods ; 

A Daughter also of majestic mien 

Her Mother's darling, in her infant years 

(2) (Eidothea call'd by her epraptuy'd Sire) ; 

(1) ^ Instead of iBoIus, as it stands in aU the editions, we ought to 
** read £acns, by whom Psainathe, the daughter of Nereus was com- 
^ pressed, according to Apdlodoms, L. 9, c. U, $ 6, Compare Hesiod's, 
<< Generation of the Gods^ ▼. |004, ^nd Bindar's 5th Nemean Ode. 
M y^ i5-i.f4. Of .Solus who married Euarete (ApoUodoms, L. l, c. 7, 
^ $ 2.) tfaare is no sach account given." Dr. Musgrave. 

(2) Dr. Mu9grave takes away the stop after 6^, and supplies on 
conjecture, 

which I have inserted in my tnunbtion, as a manifest improvement to the 
. context; Homer having, as he observes, Odyss. L, 4, v, 366, men- 
tioned the Princess by that name: it seemed requisite, however, to h}- 
elude the additional line in a parenthesis, as the insertion does not appear 
to be aothoriscd by any one manuscript or antiantedstiQn. 
B2 
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4 HELEN. 

But when the blooming Maid became matnre 

For nuptial joys, Theonoe was the name 

They gave her ; all the counsels of the Gods^ 

TJie present and the future, well she knew^ 

Such privilege she from her Grandsire Nereos 

Inherited. But not to fame unknown 

Are Sparta's realm, whence I derive my birth, 

And my Sire, Tyndanis, There prevails a rumour 

That to my Mother Leda Jove was borne 

On rapid wings, the figure of a Swan 

Assuming, and by treachery gain'd admission 

To her embraces, flying from an eagle. 

If we may credit such report. My name 

Is Helen ; but I also will recount 

What woes I have endur'd ; three Goddesses, 

For beauty's prize contending, in the cave 

Of Ida, camt' to Paris ; Juno, Venus, 

And Pallas virgin progeny of Jove, 

Kequesting him to end their strife, and judge * 

Whose charms outshone her rivals. But proposing 

For a reward, my beauty, (if the name 

Of beauty suit this inauspicious form) 

And promising in marriage to bestow me 

On Paris, Venus conquer'd : for the Swain 

Of Ida, leaving all his herds behind. 

Expecting to receive me for his Bride, 

To Sparta came. But Juno, whose defeat 

Fir'd with resentment her indignant soul, 

Our nuptials frustrated ; for to the arms 

Of royal Priam's son, she gave not me 

But ( >) in my semblance form'd a living image 



(3) '< On this subject Pliitostratus testiiieft, that Apollonint of Tyanoi 
' qiMttMacd the sbRde of AchiUes, and that he ^ave it in fiivonr of Bn- 
^ ripideft. The third quention 1 wonld ask, O AcliiUes, is 
** Helen cane to Troy, or Homer thought fit to invent these ( 
'* tioDtP* Achilles rephes ; ** We were long deceived, both when we 
** were sending emhassHdors to Troy, and waging war on her accomt^ as 
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HELEN, 5 

ComposM of ether. Paris fnlsly dcemM 

That he possessed me ; from that time these iljs 

Have been cncreas'd by the decrees of Jove, 

For he with war hath visited the realms 

Of Greece, and Phrygians miserable sons, 

That he might lighten from th* unrighteous swarma 

Of its inhabitants the groaning Earth, 

And on the bravest of the Grecian Chiefs 

Confer renown. While in the Phrygian war. 

As the rewarfl^ of their victorious arms, 

I to the host of Greece have been displayed, 

Tho' absent, save in likeness and in name. 

But Mercury, receiving me in folds 

Of air, and covering with a cloud (for Jove 

Was not unmindful of me), in this house 

Of royal Proteus, who of all mankind 

Was in his judgement the most virtuous, pUc'd me„ . 

That undefil'd I might preserve the bed 

Of Menelaus. I indeed am here ; 

But with collected troops my hapless Lord 

Pursues the ravisber to Ilipu^s towers. 

Beside Scaraander's' stream hath many a chief 

^ if site luul been at Hbn: but she dwelt inJEgy^t and the house of Pra- 
** tens, being taken away from Park. Yet after this waft known, we 
** still fongfat for her agaiD«t Troy, that we might not dtpfutwftbinfiu^ 
^ Herodotus in his Euterpf expre^y gives the same account^ saying, 
** He was loformed by ^Egyptian Priests, that upon Helen and Paris 
^ being driven, by ttie wfaids to Canopus, one of the mouths of the Nile 
^ Paris, after fodng ffvealiiHied by Thon, the Oovaraor of that port^ 
** was sent to I^t^ns^ the most just of meoy wbOidetonniQcd to ka^ 
** Helen, and the treasures she brought, in safe custody^ till Menelaua 
** came to feteh them back agam, and threatened to put Paris to death, 
** mdeis he and his foflowers left ^gypt in the space of three days. But 
<« this fiible, of the Hkenesi of Helen being takan by Pans to his 
** bed, had Stesiphoms for its author.* Thus Tzeties on Lycophren, 
T. 115; '^ It is reported, that when Paris came to ^gypt, Protena 
** taking away Helen, gave him a reaembbnce of Helen, as Stesichorus 
'< says." Heuc4 Ariattdes OM Rhetoric -, ^ like the Trojans in Stevtcho- 
^ ms, who considered the image th^pafi«99^ HI th«re«lli«|en.'^ 

Barmbi* 
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6 HELEN. 

Died in my canse ; but I, who have endured 

All these aflBictions^ am a public curse; 

For 'tis suppos*d> that treacherous to my Lord^ 

I have thro' Greece blown up the flames of war. 

Why then do I prolong ray life i these words 

I heard from Mercury: '' That I again 

'' In Sparta, with my Husband shall reside^ 

" When he discovers that I never went 

*' To Troy :*' he therefore counsell'd me to keep 

A spotless chastity. While Proteus view'd 

The solar beams, I from the nuptial yoke 

Still hv'd exempt; but since the darksome grave 

Hath cover'd his remains, the Royal Son 

Of the deceas'd solicits me to wed him : 

But honouring my first Husband^ at this tomb 

Of Proteus, I a suppliant kneel, to him^ 

To him I sue, to guard my nuptial couch^ 

That if thro' Greece I bear a name assail'd 

By foul aspersions, no unseemly deed 

May cover me with real infamy. 

TEUCEB, HELEN. 

TEUCER. 
Who rules this fortress ? such a splendid dome 
With royal porticos and blazon'd roofs 
Seems worthy of a Plutus for iu lord. 
But, O ye Gods, what vision ! I behold 
That hateful Woman who hath ruined me, . 
And all the Greeks. Heaven's vengeance on tby head ! 
Such a resemblance bear'st thou to that Helen, 
That if I were not in a foreign land^ 
I with this stone would smite thee ; thou shotdd'st bleed 
For being like Jove's Daughter. 

HELEN. 

Wretched Man, 
Whoe'er you are, why do you hate me thus 
Because of her misfortunes i ■ 
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HELEN; 7 

TEUOEK.' 

I hate err'd 
In giving way to soch unseemly rage, 
AM Greece abhors Jove's Daughter. But forgive me^ 
O Woman, for the words* which I have utter'd. 
HELEN. 
Say who you are, and from what land you come? 

TEUCEIt 
One of that miserable race the Greeks. 

HELEN. 
No wonder is it then, if you detest 
The Spartan Helen. Bui to me declare. 
Who are yon, wheooe, and from what Father sprung? 
TEUCER. 
My (4) name is Teucer, Telamon my Sire; 
The land which nurtured me is Salamis. . 
HELEN^ 
But wherefore do you waiider o'er these m^ads 
Lav'dbytheNile? 

TEVCER« 
I from my native land 
Am banish'd. 

HELEN.* 
You, alas ! must needs be wretched. 
Who drove you thence f 

TEUC^IL 

My Father Telamon. 
What friend canst thou hold dearer ? 
QELEN. 

. For what cause 
Were yon to exile doom'd i your situation 
Is most calamitotfs. * ^ 

(4) ^ When tiie loene b not too long, ttieie ipeeches of one line each 
^ in tbe origina], instead of being a defect,' are a real b'eanty : becavo 
<< tiie dramatic perforraanee then imitates the vivacit]r of * ^ ' " ' 
Brvmot. 
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9 HELEN. 

My Brother Ajax, 
Who died at Troy, wai author of my ruin. 
HELEN. 
How i by your sword depriv'd of life I 

He fell. 
On his own blade, and perish'd. 
HELEN. 

Was he mad ? 
Who could act thus whose intellecU are sound? 
TEUCER. 
Know'st thou Achilles, Peleus* Son ? 
HELEN. 

He erst^ 
I heard, to Helen as a Suitor came. 
T£UCER. 
He, at his death, his comrades left to strict 
Which should obtain his arms. 
HELEN. 

But why was this 

Hurtful to Ajax ? 

TEUCfflU 
When another woo 
Those arms, he gave up life. 

HELEN. 

Do your afflictions 
Rise from his fate? 

TEUGER. 
Because I died not with him. 
HELEN. 
O stranger, w^nt you then to Troy^s ftm'd city I 

TEUCER. 

And having shared in laying waste itt bulwarks/ 
Im^o periaiv'di 

HELEN. 

Have the flames consum'd^ 
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HELEN. ». 

And utterly destroj^'d them i • 

TEUCER. 

Not a trace 
Of tho0e proud walls is now to. be discem'd. 
HELEN. 
Thro' thee^ O Helen^ do the FbrygiaBs perish. 

TEUCER. 
The Greeks too : for most grietous are the mischiefs 
Which have been wrought* 

HELEN. 
What kogth of time's elaps'd 
Since Troy was sack'd ? 

TEOCER* 
Seven times the fruitful year 
Hath ahnost turn'd around her lingering wheeL 
HELEN. 
But how much longer did your host remain 
Before those bulwarks i 

TEUCER. 

Many a tedious moon ; 
There full tea years were spent. 
HECen. 

And have ye taken 
That Spartan Dame? 

TEUCER. 
By her disheverd hair, 
Th' adultress^ Menelaus diBgg'd away. 
HELEN. 
Did you beludd that object of distress^ 
Or speak you from report i 

TEUCER. 

These eyes as dearly 
Witnessed the whole, as I now view thy* face. 

HELEN* 

Be cautious, lest for her ye should mistake 
Some weU*fcrm\l aemblaooe which the Gods have sent. 
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«|0 HELEN. 

TEUCER. 

Talk if thou wilt on any other subject;^ 
No more of her. 

HEIiEn* 
Believe you this opinion 
To be well-grounded I 

TEUCER. 

With these eyes I saw her. 
And she e'en now is present to my soul. ^ 

HELEfiT. 
Have Menelaus and. his Consort reach'd 
Their home? 

TEUC£R« 
They are not in the Argive land. 
Nor on Eurotas' banks. 

HELEN. 
Alas! alas! 
The tale you have recounted, is, to her 
Who hears you, an event most inauspicious. 
TEUCER. 
He and his Consort, both they say are dead. . 

HELEN. 
Did not the Greeks in one large squadron sail? 

TEUCER. 
Yes ; but a storm dispersed their shattered fleet. 

HELEN. 

Where were they, in what seas ? 
TEUCER. 

They at that time 
Thro' the mid waves of the iEgean deep 
Were passing. 

HEIjEN. 

• Can none tell if Menelaus 
Escap'd this tempest i 

TEUCER* 

No man : but thro' Greece 



Digitized by 



Google 



heleu n 

Tis rumoar'd he is dead. 

H£LEN* 
I am undooe* 
Is Thestius' Daughter hving ? 

TEUCER. 

Meaa'st thou Leda?. 
She with the dead is namber'd. 
HELEN. 

Did the shame 
Of Helen cause her wretched Mother's death? 

TEUCER. 

Around her neck> 'tis said^ the noble Dame 
Entwin*d the gliding noose. 

HELEN. 

But live the Sons 
Of Tyndarus^ or are they too now no more ? 
TEUCEK. 
They are, and are not, dead (5): for two accounts 
Are propagated. 

HELEN. 
Which is best confirmed ? 
O wretched me ! 

TEUCER. 
Some say that they are Gods 
Under the semblance of two radiant stars. 
HELEN. 

Well have you spoken. But what else is rumour'df 

TEUCER.. 
That on account of their lost Sister's guilt 
They died by their own swords. But of these themes 
Enough : I wish not to renew my sorrows. 
But O assist me in the great affairs 
On which I to these royal mansions came. 
Wishing to see the Prophetess Theonoe, 

(5) Homer, Iliad, L. S, ▼. S43, !!44, nys they y^n dead and baried in 
Sparta, prevkHiB to the Trojan War, bat Uieir sifter Helen, immediatelj 
bafore speaks of them on the supposition <rf^ their being yet aliye. 



Digitized by 



Google 



t 

J- 



1 M «ELEN. 

/. r And learn^ from Heaven's oracular response, 

t How 1 may steer my vessel with success 

,. i, , To Cyprus' isle; where Phoebus hath foretold 

} 4 ' That I shall dwell, and on the walls I rear 

I Bestow the name of Salamis, yet mindful 

Of that dear country I have left behkid. 
HELEN. 
This will your voyage of itself explain : 
But fly from these inhospitable shores, 
t * , Ere Proteus* Son, the ruler of this land. 
Behold you : fly ; for he is absent now 
, Pursuing with his hounds the savage prey. 
He slays each Grecian stranger who becomes 
His captive : ask not why, for I am silent ; 
And what could it avail you to be told I 

TEUCER- 

I 

O woman, most discreetly hast thou spoken; 
Thy kindness may the righteous Gods repay! 
For tho* thy person so resemble Helen, 
Thou hast a soul unlike that worthless Dame* 
Perdition seize her; never may she reach 
The current of Eurotas: but mayst thou^ 
^ ^ Most generous Woman, be for ever blest. 

9' [Exit TEUCEE. 

HELEN. 
Plung'd as I am 'midst great and piteous woes, 
* How shall I frame the plaintive strain, what Muse 

, With tears, or doleful elegies, invoke ? 

ODE. 
I. 1. 

Ye Syrens, winged daughters of the Earthy 
Come and attune the sympathetic string, 

Expressive now no more of mirth. 
To Bootb my griefs, the flute of Libya bring ; 
Becord the tortures which this bosom rend^ 
And echo back my elegiac strains : 
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HELEN. ' It 

Proserpine next will I invoke, to send 
Numbers adapted to ber votary's pains ; 
•So sball her dark abode, while many a tear I shed. 
Waft the full dirge to sooth th' illustrious dead. 

CHORUS, HELEN. 

CHORUS. 

L «. 
Near the cerulean margin of our streams 
I stoodj and on the tufted herbage spread 
My purple vestments in those i>eams 
. Which from his noontide orb Hyperion shed. 
When on a sudden from the waving reeds 
I heard a plaintive and unwelcome sound 
Of bitter lamentation ; o'er the meads 
Groans inarticulate were pour'd around : 
Beneath the rocky cave, dear scene of past delight. 
Some Naiad thus bewails Pan's hasty flight* 
HELEN. 
IL I. 
Ye Grecian Nymphs, whom those Barbarians caught. 
And from your native land reluctant bore, 
The tidings which yon Sailor brought 
Call forth these tears; for llion is no more, 
By (fi) bin^ <^f Ida, that predicted flame 



(6) Paris, of vvhom Ctiripide« says, in the Iphigenla in Antis t^ i^oi^ 
iXxy^. TlM allaidom tb Heeuba's dream of her beiof branght to bed of a 
blazing toroli» are freqoent in the wntingi of our auth^ri particiUariy in 
a passage of the Alexandra or Cassandra, the Greek of wiiich is not now 
extant, but die Latin version is preserved in Cicero de Divinatiane, Paris 
is, as in this place, without any circiunlocurion called the Torch ; adest 
iteE obirotaita aatfgaine atqac incendio : ttceording to the aame mode of 
ipeeeh, Lycophraii^ ?• 913> calls Pinloctetes f«^ f^uufoiw facts occiaorem, 
meiamg to exprass that haalew Paiis who was called the Torch. I 
therefore read with the Aldus edition xaWx^^xy wvgt fu^hivm i^ though 
sobsequent editors have followed Henry Stephens in his conjeetaml alterr 
ation of uAn^wpmstead of^y^^tam: and Dr. Mosgrave reconmsids to us^ 
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14 HELEN, 

D^stroy'd ; thro' m€, aks, have myriads bled, 

If not thro' me, thro' my detested name. 

By th' ignominious noose is Leda dead 

Who my imaginary guilt deplor'd; 

And doom'd by the relentless Fates in vain 

To tedious wanderitigs, my unhappy Lord 

At length hath perish'd 'midst the billowy main: 

The twin protectors of their native land, 

Castor and Pollux, from all human eyes 

Are vanished, they have left Eurotas' strand, 

And fields, in playful strife where each young wrestler 
vies. 

CHORUS. 
II. 2. 
My royal Mistress, your disasftrous fate 
With many a groan and fruitless tear I mourn. 

I from that hour your sorrows date 
When amorous Jove on snow*y pinions borne. 
In form a*Swan, by Leda was carest. 
Is there an evil you have not endur'd? 
Your Mother is no more, thro' you unblest 
Are Jove's twin Sons. Nor have your vows procur'd 
Of your dear country the enchanting sight. 
A rumour too thro' various realms hath spread, 
Caugl,U by the envious vulgar with delight. 
Assigning you to the Barbarian's bed (7). 
Amid the waves, far from the wish'd-for shore, 
Yonr (8) Husband hath been buried in the main. 
You shall behold your native walls no more 

Ncir under burnish'd roofs your wonted state maintain. 

in his note, the snbrtitnting of iau for lian ; Us venion u accordiiigiy 
igni ho8 lU procuratani ; tijat of MehiActlion is seram igni Idaeo. I fatber 
QiiderstaDrl by junWiiwaf in this place /itfufBiii, ** which nm ordamed to 
« happen." 

(7) Pari*. 

(8) Mendans. 
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' ■ ' HELEN. 15 

HELBN. 
III. 
(9) What Phi>ygian artislion the top of Ide, 
Or yagrani of a Grecian lin^ 
Felfd that inauspicious pine^ 
lb frame the bark whioh Paris o*er the tide 

Dar'd with Barbasic oars to guide^ 
When to my palace^ in an evil hour 

(9) ^ This artisf s ame, wfaidi Hekv aetmt imacqauBted witit,* trm 
^ Plierecliu, of whom Homer, 11. L 5> ▼• 59. - 

** A^fjumiwii, Of ^i^tv ni^a\a kuid^a zstr/lu 

<< Next artful Pheredus antimely fell; 
*^ Bold Merion seut him to tlie realms of helU 
" TTiy Father's skill, O Phereclus, was thine, 
** The isracefiil flibnc, vaA tlie fair design ; 
<' For lo^d by Pallas, PaUastlid impart 
« To him the ahip-wti^hl's and the buildei'jB art. 
'' Beneath his hand the deet of Pahs rose, 
" The fatal cause of aU his country's woes.** Pope. 
^ and while some refer the expression o; in Homer, not to Phereclos, 
^ but his Father, (the passage b^ing comi'lered as ambiguous, both by 
<^ Enstathim, and the anonymous Scholiast, vulgarly calleil Didymus, 
'' in one of his remarks on the third book of tlie Iliad) by far the greater 
« part «der8ta»d this of Ph:reclus : as Lycophron, speaHiog of the 
** ship which convoyed Paris from Troy to Sparta, makes use of the 
^ tern f^pmXMoi «oJ<g ▼. 9t ; and GohidMi ia his book on the Rape «F 
'< Helen, v. 193, 

'* Hpmv, u^tuMHUM vst^i^Tx/nffi ^tjiht 

** Op OToli fxtiayeuniit ^ofi^o^iw; ficuTik%y 

** "Nimg A^«^iitf i^xAofjuft TMTw'tls yoAxw. 

Them stateliest oaks o'enhadowiiijr all around, 

Tom from the grove, fell thundering to the ground, 

Such scheme accurst Piierechis could advise^ 

Author of miscMef ;,from a Lord unwise, 

From youthftU Paris, favour to obtain, 

Who hew'd the barks that plow'd the watery- pTnin. 

BiRNCt. 
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Crttight by 1)eauty''»tnagic power. 
He came to seize me for bis Bride f 
Bttt cL'afty Venas, authonrss of these broils, 
Marcli'd thither^ letgu'd with Death, t' anooy 
Triumphant Greece and vanquished Troy, 
(Wretch that I a«i, consom'd with endless toils !) 
And Juno seated on her golden throne. 
Consort of thundering Jove, 
Sent Hermes fr«m the realms above, 
Who found me, when I carelessly had strewn 
Leaves plubk^d from roses in my vest, 
As Minerva's votary drest ; 
He bore me thro* the paths of air 
To this loath*d, this dreary land^ 
Caird Greece, dnd Priam's friends the strife to share^ 
And rous'd to bloody deeds each rival band : 
Where Simois* current glides, my name 
Hence is mark'd with groundless shame.* 
CHORUS. 
Your woes I know are grievous ; but to bear 
With tranquil mind the necessary ills 
Of life, is most expedient. 

HELEN. 

To what ills 
Have I been subject, O my dear companions ! 
Did not my Mother, as a prodigy ' 
Which wondering mortals gaze at, bring me forth? 
For neither Grecian nor Barbaric dame 
Till then produced an egg, in which her children 
Envelop'd lay, as they report, from Jove 
Leda cngender'd. My whok life and all 
That bath befallen me, but conspires to form 
One series of miraculous events ; 
To Juno some, and to my beauty some, 
Are owing. Would to Heaven, that, like a tablet 
Whose picture is eiTac'd, I could exchange 
This form for one Je^s couicly, since the Greek^ 
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Forgetting those abQndant gifts showered dowo 

By prosperous Fortune which I now po8$e93. 

Think but of what redounds not to my honour^ 

And still remember my ideal shame. 

Whoever therefore, with one single species 

Of misery is afflicted by the Gods, 

Altho' the weif2;bt of Heaven's chastizing hand 

Be grievous^ may with fortitude endure < 

Such visitation : but by many woes 

Am I oppress'd, and first of all expos 'd 

To slanderous tongues, altho' I ne'er have err' J. 

It were a lesser evil e'en to sin 

Then be suspected falsly.— Ihen the Gods, 

'Midst men of barbarous manners, placed me far.f. .• 

From my lov'd country: torn from every friend^ .• . . 

I languish here, to servitude consign'd 

Altho' of free bom race: for 'midst Barbarians 

All are enslav'd but one, their haughty Lord«^ 

My fortunes had this single anchor left. 

Perchance my Husband might at length arrive 

To snatch me from my woes ; but he, alas ! 

Is now no more, my Mother too is dead. 

And I am deem'd her murdress, ti)o' unjustly. 

Yet am I branded with this foul reproach; 

And she who was the g^ory of our house. 

My (10) Daughter in the virgin state grown giiey> 

Still droops unwedded; my illustrious Brothers 

Castor and Pollux, call'd the bons of Jove, 

Are now no more. But 1 impute my death, i ' 

Crush'd as 1 am by all these: various woes, 

Mot to*my own misdeeds, but to the power 

Of adverse fortune only : th'is one danger 

There yet remains, if at my native land . 

I should again arrive, they will confine me 

In a close dungeon^ thinking me that Helen 

(10) HeriiiioiM, < 

VOL. 111. C 
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Who dwelt in tlion, till the thence was borne 
By Menelaus. Were my Husband Hvibg, 
We might have known each other, by producing 
Those tokens to which none beside are privy : 
But this will never be, nor can be e'er 
Return in safety. To what purpose then 
Do I still lengthen out this wretched being f 
To what new fortunes am I still resefv'd? 
Shall I select a Husband, but to vary 
My present ills, to dwell beneath the roof 
Of a Barbarian, at luxurious boards 
With wealth abounding, seated ? for the Dame 
Whom wedlock couples with the man she bates^ 
Death is the best expedient. But with glory 
How 0hall I die P the fatal noose appears 
To be so base, that e'en in slaves 'tis held 
Unseemly thus to perish ; in the poniard. 
There's somewhat great and generoas. But to me 
Delays are useless : welcome instant deathc 
Into such depth of misery am I plung'd. 
For beauty renders other women blest. 
But hath to me the source of ruin prov'd. 
CHORUS. 
O Helen, whosoe'er the stranger be 
Who hither came, believe not that the whole 
Of what he said, is truth. 

HELEN. 

But in plain terms 
Hath be announced my dearest Husband's death. 
CHORUS. 
The false assertions which prevail, are man^. 

HELEN. 
Clear is the language in which honest Tmth 
Loves to express herself. 

CHORUS. 
You are inclin'd 
Rather to credit inauspicious tidings 
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Than those which are more favourable. 

HEIAN. 

Bjr fetn i 
Encompatft'd^ am I hurried to despair. 
CHORUS.- 
What hospitable treatmeiit hare^youitnoA • . ' 
Beneath these roofs i 

HELEN* ill L V 

All hcre^ excepA^ the Man ^ < . 
Who seeks to wed me, are my friends. 

You know 
How then to act:, leave this aepnlehiml gloom. « 

HELEN, t i ' ^ 

What are the coonsek^for the cheevii^.wordsi .. . . 
You wish to ioiroducef :• 

CHO«US. i J ' 
Go 10, and question 
The Daughter of* the Nereid^ her wlio knows i 
All hidden truths, Theonoe,^if your Lord < 
Yet live, or view the solar beams no more : 
And when you hare learnt this ; as suit your fortunes. 
Indulge your joys, or poar forth, all your tears : 
But ere you know augbi'fi]Uy,.w4uitiavaal ,-,^. 
Your sorrows ? therefore listen to my wordsc; 
LeaviUg this tomb, attend the Maid: froaB>hep, 
Shall you know alL But why should you look farther 
When truth is in these mansions to be found i 
With you the doors Til enter ; we together • . i 
The royal Virgin's oracles will hear. 
For 'tis a Woman's dutjr td exert 
Her utmost efforts in ai Woman's cause*. 
* KBLEN* 
My friends, your wholesooM/oouMels I approve ij 
But enter ye these doors, that ye, within 
The palace, my calamities zbaj. hear, i 
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CHORUS. 
You summon her who your commands obeys 
Without reluctance. 

HELEN. 
Woeful day ! ah me. 
What lamentable tidings shall I hear ? 
CHORUS. 
Forbear these plaintive strains, my dearest Queen, 
Nor with presaging soul anticipate 
Evils to come. 

HELEN. 
What hath my wretched Lord 
EnduPd ? Ddth he yet view the light, the Sun 
Borne in his radiant chariot,, and the paths 
Of all'the starry train? Or hath he shar'd 
The common lot of mortals, is he plung'd 
Among the dead, beneath th' insatiate grave i 
chOrus. 
O construe What Time yet may bring to pass 
In the most favourable terms. 
HELEN. 

On thee 
I call to testify, and thee adjure, 
Enroths, ori whose verdant margin grow 
The waving reeds : O tell me, if my Lord 
Be dead, as fame avefs. 

CHORUdi 

Why do you utter 
These incoherent ditties ? 

HELEN. 
Round my.neck 
The deadly noose will I entwine, or drive 
• With my own hand a poniard thro* my breast: 
For I was erst the cause of bloody strife ; 
But now am I a victim, to appease 
The wrath of those three Goddesses who strove 
On Ida's mount, when 'midst the stalls where fed 
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His lowing hprrfg, the Soa af Priftui wak'd :, 

The sylvan ceed, to cekbr/ate my l>eaJMty. 

Cause these averted tUs, ye Gods, to light 
On other heads ; but, O my royal Mistress, 
May you be happy. 

HELEN. 
Thou, O wretdied Troy, 
To crimes which thou bast ne'er eoramitted, ow'st 
Tby ruin, and those horribte disasters 
Thou hastendur'd. For, as my nuptial gifts. 
Hath Veous caus'd an intermingled stream 
Of blood and tears, to flow, she, griefs to griefs 
And tears to tears bath, iuldecl ; aii these sufieriogs 
Have been the miserable Ilion's Jot. 
Of their brave Sons the Mothers were bereft. 
The virgin Sisters of the mighty dead 
Strew'd their shorn tresses on Scamander's banks, 
While, by repeated shrieks, victorioiiis Greece 
Her woes expressing, smote her laurel'd head. 
And with her nails deep furrowing tore hercheeks« 
Happy Culisto, thf>u Arcadian nymph, 
Who didst ascend the cnuch of Jove, tra\isGorm'd 
To a four-footed savage, far more blest 
Art thou than she to whom 1 owe my birth: 
For thou beneath- the semblance of a Beast, 
Thy tender limbs with shaggy hide o'erspread, 
And glaring with stern visage, by that change 
Didst end thy griefs. She too whom Dian drove 
Indignant from her choir, that Hind whose horns 
Were tipp'd with gold, the bright (11) TItanlan maid, 

(11) ^ Co, here pointed out, ww dangkter of Merops tiie Tkaa, tfid 
'< from her the island Cos obtained its name, according to Suidas and 
** StepManus Byzantinus: Hyginus mentions her iu uis second book. 
** Some, according to Brod^iis, suspect a daughter of Merops and Cly- 
*' mene to be here meant ; otliers, a ciau^ter of Pandai-eus. This fable 
** haith certainly been relate 1 by few writers : for tue transfurmat^on of 
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Daughter of Merops, to her beauty ow'd 

That transformation : but my charms have min'd 

Both Troy and the unhappy Grecian host. 

Extuni H£L£N and chorus. 

MENELAUS. 
O Pelops, in the strife on Pisa's field, 
Who didst outstrip the fiery steeds that whirl'd 
The chariot of Oenomaus^ would to Heaven 
That when thy sever'd limbs before the Gods 
Were at the banquet plac'd, thou then thy life 
Amidst the blest immorial Powers hadst clos'dj 
Ere thou my Father Atreus didst beget. 
Whose issue by his consort iErope 
Were Agamemnon and myself, two Chiefs 
Of high renown. No ostentatious words 
Are these ; but such a numerous host, I deem, 
As that which we to llion's shore convey'd, 
Ne'er stemm'd the tide before ; these troops their King 
Led not by force to combat, but bore rule 
O'er Grecian youths bis vohintary subjects, 
And among these, some Heroes, now no more, 
May we enumerate ; others from the sea 
Who 'scap'd wiah joy, and to their homes returned, 
E'en after fame had class'd them with the dead. 
But I, most wretched, o'er the briny waves 
Of ocean wander, since I have o'erthrown 
The battlements of Troy, and tho' I wish 
Again to reach my country; by the Gods 
Am I esteem'd unworthy of such bliss. 
E'eo-to the Libyan deserts have I sailed, 



^ tins Vtrgin is neitlier mentioned by Oti^ nor Apollodonu ; but Eusta- 
^ thhis, p. 97, L 40, and p. 318, 1. S5, treats of tbe remaining part of the 
«fiible.» Barnes. ^ 

Having since referred to Brodsos' note, I see he there sa^-s tliia 
Nymph. was changed into a hind, because she had boasted that she was 
vore beautififl than Diaua. 
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And ttaters'd eaoh inhospitable scene 

Of brutal outrage ; stiii as I approach 

My oountry, tbe tempestuous wituis repel me. 

Nor hatb a prosperous breeze from heavea ^^et 6U'd 

My sails, to waft me to the Spartan coadt : 

And now a shipwreck'd miserable inau^ 

Reft of my friends, I on these chores am cast. 

My vessel bath been sliiver'd 'gainst the looks 

Into a thousand fragments : on the keel. 

The only part which yet remains etitire 

Of all that fabric, scarce could I aiid Helen, 

Whom. I from Troy have borne, escape with life 

Thro' fortunes uoiooeseen : hut of this land 

And its itihabitants, the name i know not : 

For with the crowd I blosh'd to intermingle 

(18) Lest they my squalid garments should observ^ 

Thro' shame my wants concealing. For the mau 

Of an exalted station, when assail'd 

By adverse fortune, having never iearu'd 

How to endure calamity, is plung'd 

Into a state £ar worse than he whose woes 

Have been of antient date. But pinching need 

(12) Many of Uie descriptions of Enripides have been censured as too 
minute : Ai^tophanes, in his Comedy of the Frogs, introduces .Sschylus 
dios expostulating with Euripides for dressing op Kings in rags to excite 
pity, &»vi>»*votlag fax** n^iay^f a tXitooi nt( mB^'Tms ^taaur^ cnw, and 
in another part of the tame piece, calling liim poKitm^armi^, ^ a botcher 
** np of ragged men." The Scholiasts have pointed these strokes of ridi- 
cule at the two Tragedies of our Antbor, of which Oeneus king of Galy. 
4on, and Telephns kmg of Mysia, are the mtjects ; but the smaU re- 
mains of them trannitted to us a»e not sufficient to shew whether they 
merited auch censure. But Menelaus, both in the solilo<|uy before us, 
and that in which follows his conversation with the Female Servant, not 
only (according to Horace's idea of a Hero exposed to indigence and 
hi a foreign land) hiys aside aU big-soiinding words, vfoA expresses his 
grieft in a strabi neariy alKed to prose, but descants on his poverty, his 
rags, and his being eiqiosed to the necessity of begghigjfor food ; and, in 
a later speech to Theonoe, discusses Uie point whether it be fit tliat a 
Hero should shed tears, in a manner which will be apt to recal the sneers 
•f AristophaMS to tbe awmoiy of a classical reader. 
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Torments me : for I have not either food 

Or raiment to protect my shivering frame, » 

Which may be guess'd from these vile rags I wear 

Cast up from my wrecked vessel : for the sea 

Hath swallow'd up my robes, my tissued vests. 

And every ensign of my former state* 

^-Vithiu the dark recesses of a cave 

Having conceal'd my Wife, that guilty cause 

Of all my woes, and my surviving friends 

Enjoin'd to guard her, hither am I come. 

Alone, in quest of necessary aid 

For my brave comrades whom I there have left, 

If by my search I haply can obtain it, 

I roam : but when 1 view'd this house adorn'd 

With gilded pinnacles, and gates that apeak 

The riches of their owner, 1 advanc'd : 

For I have hopes that from this wealthy mansion 

I, somewhat for my sailors, shall obtain. 

But they who want the necessary comforts 

Of liie, altho* they are disposed to aid us. 

Yet have not wherewithal. Ho ! who comes forth 

From yonder gate, my doleful tale to bear 

Into the house ? 

FEMALE SERVANT, MENELAUS. 

FEMALE SERVANT. 

Who ai the threshold stands? 
Wilt thou not hence depai t, lest thy appearance 
Pefore these doors give umbrage to our lords ? 
Else shalt thou surely die, because thou cam'st 
From Greece, whose sons shall never hence return. 
MENELAUS. 
Well bast ibou spoken, O tht»u aged Dame. 
Wilt thou permit me ?— For to thy behests 
Must I submit : but suffer me to speak. ^ 
FEMALE SERVANT. 

Depart : for 'ti^ my duly to permit 
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No Greek to enter thi$ imperial donje* 
MENELAUS. 
Dft not tby baud against me^ nor attempt 
To drive me henoe by force. 

FEMALE SERVANT. 

Thou wilt not yield ^ 

To my advice, thou therefore art to blame. 
MENELAUS. 
Carry my message to thy lords within. 

FEMALE SERVANT. 
I fear lest somewhat dreadful might ensue. 
Should I repeat your words. 

MENELAUS. 

I hither come 
A shipwreck'd man, a stranger, one of tljose 
Whom all hold sacred. 

FEMALE SERVANT. 

To somp other house, 
Instead of this, repair. 

MENELAUS. 
1 am detcrmin'd 
To enter : but comply with my request* 
FEMALE SERVANT. 
Be well assurM thou ar|; unwelcome herp, 
And shalt ere long by force be driven away. 
^ MENELAUS. 

^Alas! alas! where are my valiapt troops 2 

FEMALE SERVANT. 
Elsewhere, perhaps, thou wen a mighty map: 
But here art thou no longer such. 
MENELAUS. 

O Fortune, 
How am I gall'd with undeserved reproach! 

- FEMALE SERVANT. 
Why are thoseeye.lidsmoistwithtear8,whygriev'stthou? 
MENELAUS. 
Because I once was happy. 
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iS HELEN, 

FEMALE SERVANT. 

Then depart. 
And mingle 'social tears with those thou lov'st. 
MENELAUS. 
But what domain is tbis^ to whom belong 
These royal mansions ? 

FEMALE SERVANT. 

Proteus here resides; 
This land is Egypt. 

MENELAUS. 

Egypt? wretched me! 
/ihj whither have I sail'd ! 

FEMALE SERVANT. 

But for what cause 
Scorn*st thou the race of Nile? 

MENELAUS. 

I scorn them not 2 
My own disastrous fortunes I bewail. 
FEMALE SERVANT. 
Many are wretched, thou in this respect 
Art nothing singular. 

MENELAUS. 
Is he, the King 
Thou speak'st of, here within ? 

FEMALE SERVANT. 

1 o him belongs 
This tomb ; his Son is ruler of this land. 
MENELAUS. 
But where is he; abroad, or in the palace? 

FEMALE SERVANT. 
He's not within : but to the Greeks he bears 
The greatest enmity. 

MENELAUS. 

Whence rose this hate^ 
Productive of such bitter fruits to me i 
FEMALE SERVANT.^ 

Beneath these roofs Jove's Daughter Hden dwells. 
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MENELAUSk 
Whatmeaa'stthoaf Ha! what words with wonder fraught 
Are these which thoo hast utter'd ? O repeat them. 

FEMALE SERVANT. 
/ The child of Tjndarus, sbq who in the realm 
Of Sparta erst abode. 

MENELAU8. 

Whence came she hither? 
How can this be ? 

•FEMALE SERVANT. 
From Lacedasmon'^ reahn. 
MENEL4US. 
When ? Hath my \^'^ife been torn from yonder cave? 

FEMALE SERVANT. 
Before the Greeks, O stranger, went to Troy. 
Retreat then from these mansions, for within 
Hath happened a culamitous event. 
By which the palace is disturbed. Thon com'st 
Unseasonably, and if the King surprise thee^ 
Instead of hospitable treatment, death 
Must be thy portion. To befriend the Greeks 
Tho* well.inclin'd, yet thee have I recciv'd 
With these harsh words, because I fear the Monarch. 

[Exit FEMALB SERVANT. 
MENELAUS. 
What shall I say ? For I, alas, am told 
Of present sorrows added to the past. 
Come I not hither, afier having borne 
Prom vancjuish'd Troy my Consort, whom I left 
Within yoo cave weH guarded ? Yet here dwells 
iinother Helen, whom that Woman calTd 
Jove's DaQghtec. Lives there oa the banks of Nile 
A man who bears the sacred name of Jove i 
For in Jthe Heavens there's only one. What country. 
But that where glides Eurotas' stream beset 
With waving ie«ds, is Sparta i Tyndacus' name 
Suits bim alone. But it there any land 
Synonimoun with Ladedsmon's realfn, 
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And that of Troy? I know not bow to solve 
This doabt ; for there are many^ it appears. 
In various regions of the worlds who bear 
Like appellations; city corresponds 
With city ; woman borrows that of woman : 
Nor must we therefore wonder. Yet again 
Here will I stay, tho' danger be announcM 
By yonder aged Servant at the door : 
For there is no man so devoid of pity 
As not to give me tbod, when he the name 
Of Menelaus hears. That dreiulful fire 
By which the Phrygian bulwarks were consum'dj 
. Is memorable, and I who kindled it 
Am known 'i\\ every land. I'll therefore wait 
Until the master of this bouse return. 
But I have two expedients, and will practise 
That which my safety shall require ; of soul 
Obdurate^ if he prove, in my wreck 'd bark 
Can 1 conceal myself, but if the semblance 
Which he puts on, be mild, I for relief 
From these my present miseries, will apply. 
But this of all the woes that I endure 
Is the most grievous, that fropi other Kings 
J, tho' a King myself, should be reduc'd 
To beg my food : but thus hath Fate ordain'd. 
!Nor is it my assertion, but a maxim (13) 
Among the wise establUb'd, that there's nought 
More powerful than the dread behests of Fate* 

HELEN, CHORUS, MENELAU& 

CHORUS. 
I heard what yon prophetic maid foretold, 
Who in the palace did unfold 



(13) *' In the Proverbs of Zenobius we meet with irmc eaoTxiK «3ir 
** ta*j^y^t^: a iyerBum nece^tatem ne dii qnidein resi^^tunt, is one of 
^ Erasmnsli ada^; and ifi^y^Cim 9$9Stm has been tnaismitted dofm 
*< to us as an apophthegm of Thaies." Brodjsus. 
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The oracles ; that to the shades profound 

Of £rebus^ beneath the ground 
Inleri'd, not yet hath Menetaus ta'en 

His passage : on the stormy main 
Still toss'd^ he cannot yet approach the strand. 

The Haven of the Spartan land : 
The Chief, who now his vagrant life bewails. 

Without a friend, unfurls his sails. 
From Ilion's realm to every distant shore 

Borne o'er the deep with luckless oar. 

HELEN. 

I to this hallowed tomb again repair. 
Now I have heard the grateful tidings utter'd 
By sage Theonoe, who distinctly knows 
All that hath happened? for she says my Lord 
Is livingt and yet views the solar beams : 
But after passing o'er unnumber'd straits 
Of ocean^ to a vagrant's wretched life 
Full long inur*d, on these j£gyptian coasts. 
When he his toils hath finish'd, shall arrive. 
Yet there is one thing more, which she hath left 
Unmention'd, whether he shall come with safety. 
This question I neglected to propose, 
O'erjoy'd when she inform'd me he yet lives ; 
She also adds, that he is near the la^d. 
From his wreck'd ship, with bis few friends^ cast forth, 
O may'st thou come at length ; for ever dear 
To me wilt thou arrive. Ha! who is that? 
Am not I caught, thro' some deceitful scheme 
Of Proteus' impious Son, in hidden snares? 
Like a swift courser, or the madding Priestess 
Of Bacchus, shall I not with hasty step 
Enter the tomb, because his looks are fierce 
Who rushes on, and strives to overtake me ? 
MENELAUS. 
On thee I call, who to the yawning trench 
Around that tomb, and blazing altars, hiest 
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Precipitate t stay : wherefore dost then fly 1 
With what amazement doth tby pceseoce-ilrike 
And almost leave me speechless ! 
HELEN. 

O my friends^ 
I suffer violence ; for from tbe tomb 
I by this Man am dragg'd> who to the King 
Will give me> from whose nuptial cooch I fled. 

MENELAUS. 
We are no pirates, nor the ministers 
Of lustful villatiy. 

HEIjEM* 

Yet is the vest 
You wear unseemly. 

MENELAUS. 
Stay thy rapid flight. 
Dismiss thy fears. 

HELEN. 
I Stop, now I have reacb'd 
This hallow'd spot. 

MENELAUS. 
Say, Woman, who thou art ; 
What face do I behold? 

HELEN. 
r But who are you i 

For I by the same reasons am induced 
To ask this question. 

MENELAUS. 
Never did I see 
A greater likeness* 

HELEN. 
O ye righteous Gods! 
For 'tis a privilege the Gods alone 
Confer, to recognise our long lost friends. 
MENELAUS. 

Art thon a Grecian or a foreign Dame? 
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HELEN. 
Ot Greece : but earnestly I wish to know 
Whence you derive your origin. 
MENELAUS. 

In thee 
A wonderful resemblance I discern 
Of Helen. 

HELEN* 
Menelaus' very features 
These eyes in you bebokly still at a loss 
Am I for words t* eiqpress my thoughts. 
MENELAUS. 

Full clearly 
Hast thou discovered a most wretched man. 
HELEN. 
O to thy Consort's arms at length restored ! 

MENELAUS. 

To what a Consort ? O forbear to touch 
My garment ! 

HELEN. 
J^en the same, whom to your armsj 
A noble Bride/ my Father Tyndarus gave. 
MENELAUS. 
Send forth, O Hecate, thou orb of light. 
Some more benignant spectre. 
HELEN. 

You in me 
Behold not one of those who minister 
At Hecate's abhorr'd nocturnal rites. 
MENELAUS. 
Nor am I sure the Husband of two Wives. 

HELEN. 

Say, to whom else in wedlock are you join'df 

MENELAUS. 
To her who lies conceaVd in yonder cave, 
The prize I Uther bring from vanquished Troy. 
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HELEN. 

You have no Wife but me. 

MENELAUS, 

If I retain 
My reasoD yet, these eyes are sure deceiv'd. 
HELEN. 
Seem you not then, while me you thus behold. 
To view your real Consort f 

MENELAUS. 

Tho' your person 
RiBpemble hers, no positive decision 
Can I presume to form. 

HELEN. 

Observe me well, 
And mark wherein we differ. Who can judge 
With greater certainty than you ? 
M£N£LAUS. 

Thou bear'st 
Her semblance, I confess. 

HELEN. 
Who can inform you 

Better than your own eyes ? 

MENELAUS. 

What makes me doubt 
Is this ; because I have another Wife. 
HELEN. 
To the domains of Troy I never went: 
It was my image only. 

MENELAUS. 
Who can fashion 
Such bodies, with the power of sight endued? 
HELEN. 
Compos'd of ether, yoa a Consort have, 
Heaven's workmanship. 

MENELAUS. 
Wrought by what plastic God? 
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Jgor the events thoil speak'st of are most woofdroi^. 
HELEN. 
Lest Paris should obtain me^ this exeharrge 
Was made by Juno. 

MENELAUS* 
ttow! cotiId*st thoj] be here^ 
At the same time^ and in tiie Phrygiaii realm i 
HELEN. 
The name, but not the body, can be present' 
At once in msmy places. 

MENELAI^. 
O release me ; 
For I came hither in an evil hour. 

Will you then leave me faere^ and bear aWay 
Thatshadowof a Wife; 

MENJ^AUS./ 
.! Yet Ofacre well, 
Because thou art like Helen. • 
' HEI^N.' 

Fbi undone f ; 

For the* my Hasbfand I again have found, ; ' 

Yet shall not I possess^ him. 

MEMELAI7S. ' 

My eonvictidn, 
From all those grieinous toils I have enduf^d 
At Ilioni; I derive^ and not from thee. 
HELEN. 
Ah, who is there more mtsendde than I am f 
My dearest friends desert me : I, to Greece, 
To my dear native land, shall ne'er return. 

MESSENGER, MENELAUS, HELEN, CHORUS. 

MflSflENGER. 
After a tedious seardi, O Menelaus^ 
At length have I with difficuky found you; 
But not till over all the wide extent 

VOL. 1II« B 
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54 HELEN. 

Of this Barbaric region I had wander'd; 
Sent by the comrades whom you left behind. 
MENEIAUS. 
Have ye been plunder'd then by the Barbarlaiw? 

ME9SENGEK. 
A most miraculous event bath happened, • 
Yet less astonishing by far in oam^ 
Than in reality. 

MENELAUS/ 
Speaky for thou bring'at 
Important tidings by this breathless haste. 
MESSENGER. 
My words are these; in vain have you endur'd 
Unnumber'd toils. 

MENELAUS. 

Those thou bewail'st are ills 
Of antient date. But what h«st thou to tell me-f 
MESSENGER* 
Borne to the skies your Conscirt from our sight 
Hath vanish'dy in the Heavens is she conceal'd^ 
Leaving the cave in which we guarded her, 
WheQ she th^se worda had uttetf'd ; '^ D ye apfis 
" Of hapless Phrygia, and of Greece: for me 
'' Beside Scamander's conscions stream ye died^ 
'' Thro' Juno's avts» because ye falsly deem'd 
'' Helen by Phrygian Paris was posaest : 
'^ But after having heie remained on earth 
«^ My stated time, observing the decrees 
/' Of Fate, I to my Sire the Ikinid Ether , 
'' Return : but Tyiidafus' miaerabie Damghter . • 
'^ Tho' guiltless hath unjustly bten aoous'd,'* : >. . 
Daughter of Leda bail ! wert thou then here t 
While I as if thou to the starry patlis l ' . 
Hadst mounted, thro' my ignorance proclaimed 
Thou from this world on rapid wingg wert hoa^. . 
But I no longer will allow tbee thus , 
To sport with the afflictions of thy friends » . 
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HELEN. $^ 

For in thy cause thy Lovd 'SatA his brave troops 
On Ilion's cMsl already havfc eodaf d 
Abundant toils; 

These are th« very WQtdfr ' 
She utter'd ; and by What ye-' both aver 

The tmth is ascertained. O haippy'diiy 

Which gives thee to my arms \ '. \ • 

My dearest Lord^ 

MeDeIaafl> it is long indeed 

Since I hi^ve seen you: but joy comes at last; 

My friends, trankfiorted I receive my Lord 

Whom I once tnore ivith these fond iHrarn infold, '• ^ ^ 

After the radiant chariot of the Sun < 

Hath oft the world illumin'd. 

'••••' MENELAUa. 

I embrace 
Thee too : but having now so mucb'td say, 

1 know not with what subject to bej^ii/ 

Joy raises my eatultin^ crest, these tears 
Are tears of extasy, around your neck 
My arms I fling with ttansport, O my Husband, 
O sight most wbh'd for I ^ - - * 

MENELAUS. 
•I acquit the Fates, 
Since Jove's and Leda^s Daughter I poss^sl, * - 
On whom her Brothers borne on milk-white staeA ' 
Erst shower'd abundant blessings', when the torch 
Was kitidted' at ciurjoeui^d nuptial rite'; 
Tho* from my palace her the God^ coiyvey'd: 
But evil now converted ia^o gbdd 
To me thy Husband hath at lenlgth restored 
My long-lost Consort : grant, O bounteous tleaifen; ^ 
That I these gifts of Fortune taay enjoy. 
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96 JHEUtN. 

May yoa enjoy themi far .my vows concur .> i ..' i 
With yours ; nor, of us two« can one be wretohad- . 
Without the other. O my ffieods^ I groan 
No longer^ I nokMOgec- shei the tear ; 
For my past woes : my Husband I possess 
Whom I from Troy expected to. return i ' 

Full many, many years. .. j- . 
MENSLAI7S. 

I Still am thine, 
And thee with these fond arm» again infold. : . ' 
But of^ the chariot of the Sun< revolved . ^. t 
Thro' his diurnul orbit, eneithe frauds 
Of Juno Idis^e^pMf. Yet more from joy . . I , t *1 .. 
Than from affliction ^rise the tears I shed. . : / 

HEXiiEN. 'J . . • 1 1 • 

What shall I say i what moi;tal could presume 
E'er to have hopfd for. such a blest event? 
An unexpected visiti^nt once more 
' I clasp you to my bo^pi. .... i. 

Apd I li^ee 
Who didst appear to sail foK Ida'^ town,. 
And Ilipn's winched ^urret^. By. the God^,\ . .„; 
Inform me, I conjure thee, byv^etm^ns, '^., 

Thou from my palace hither wert conveyed. 

HEI^N. 
Alas! you to the,«ource of 'all my^wqes - 

Ascead^ and seiu'jDh ip(p u^o^t bitter tidings. ,. i ... . 

. . MEKELAUI^. • . 

Speak : for whate'er bajth beea ord^n'd bj..H^aT«li 
Ought to b^ j^obUsh'd. , ; .i* 

•HEUSN. • . .'•..••:] •■: 
I abhor the itopic . . . . ^ 

On wbicb I now am entering. . . > . > 

YetrelaU ' 
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All tbat tboQ kQow*8t ; for pleasmg *ti8 to hear 
Of labouiis that are past' ' 

HELEN* 

I never went 
To that Barbarian youth's adulterous couch 
By the swift oar impefl'd'; but winged Love 
Those hapless spousals formed. 

MENElAUS. 
^' ^ What God, what Fate 

Hath torn thee from thy bountry"? ' ' 
riJELEN. • 

■ • pnay Lord, ' 
(14) The Son of Jove hath placM iHe on' the bahM 
Of NUe. ' 

• ' MENELAtJiiJ 
' Whh what atHazeolen't do I bear ' 
This wonderous tale of thy celestial guide ! ' ' > - 
• HeLen. 
Oft have I wept, and still the teair bedewr ' 
These eyes: to Juno, Wifeof Jove^ I ow^ 
My ruin* " ■ 

MENftLAtJS. '■■ ' • • ■ 

Wherefore wish*d sb6 to have heap*d 
Mischiefs on thee ? 

Ye sources of whatever 
To me bath been most dreadful, Oye baths, ' ' 

And fountains, where those Goddesses adorned 
Their rival beauties, from whose influence rose 
That jtidgement!' 

■ ■ "MENELArS."' ' 

Were thdke curses on Uiy head 
By Juno showeVd, that judgement to requite ? 
^HELEN". 
To'rescoe me froDi Venus. 

^14) MmcMfk ij ,'ii» tf 
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SB ' I^ELBN. 

• . MENEUUTS. - 

What tbcfU meftn'9t 
Inform me, 

. HEUSN. 
Who to Paris had engaged — 
.... ^JdENELACS. . . '\ 

O wretched woman ! ,. 

, HEI^EN. 
. ; Wretched, wretched me! 
Thus did she waft me ^p tb' ^^gyptian coaat. 
MENELAVS. 
Then in thy stead to him that image gavie^ 
As thou inform'st me. 

HELEN. 

But alas, what woes 
Thence visited our wretched house! ah IMother! 
Ahme! 

MENEIAfJS. 
What sa/st thou ? 

HELEN. 
Leda is no more. 
Around her neck she fix'd the deadly noose, 
On my account, thro' my unhappy nuptials 
Overwhelmed with foul disgrace. 
MENELAUS. 

Alas^!— but lives 
tiermione our Da^gVcf ? 

. t tff*«T.iEN* ' 

Yet unwedded. 
Yet childless, O my Husband, she bewails 
My miserable 'spousak, my di3grace. 
MENELAUS. 
O Paris, who hast utterly o'erthroiRFn , 7 

All my devoted house, these curst events. 
Both thee (15), and Myriad? of the Grecian troopa 

(15) That Puif was 00 longer fiviog, is eyideot, not only from tikis 
ytinge, but the whole conteaK of Ihis Tiagedy, the chionolo^cal date 
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HELEN. 39 . 

With brazen arms refulgent, liave destroy'd. 

* HEI.EN. 

But from my country in an evil hour. 
From my lov'd native city, and from you, 
Me bath the Goddesa driven^ a wretch accurs d 
In that I left our home, and bridal bed. 
Which yet I left not, for those base espousals. 
CHORUS. 
If ye hereafter meet with happier fortune. 
This may atone for all ye have endur'd 
Already. 

MfiSSENGER. 

To me tooy O Menelaus^ 
Communicate a portion of that joy 
Which I perceive, but know not whence it springs. 
MENEUiUS. 
Thou too, tM Man, shah in our conference share. 

HESSfiNOER. 
Was not she then the cause of all the woes 
Endur'd at Troy? 

MENELAUS. 
Mot she : we were deceived 
By those immortal Powers^ whose plastic hand 
Moulded a cloud into that baleful image* 

4miB of wirich (See T. 78S in Bsmetli e<iilioii) cannot lit kss tbsn a^es 
yeui raUeqaent to the Trojan Captives, where the death of Paris, aad 
Helen's being afterwards married to Deipliobus, are particiiUu-ly men- 
tioned : I mean the cowderfeit Helen, the image formed of unsubstantial 
air, for we find the real Helen was all tlie time in Pharos, at the palace of 
ProteuSy and his Son TheoclyaMnas, Kings of 'Egypt. But a singular 
mistake, which must, no doubt, have been onginaliy owing either to 
the impertinence of some ignorant Transcriber, or a mere error of the 
press, occurs m a great part of the editions and Latin transhitions of this 
piece, where hi the list of ** Peisons of the Drama," the na^ie of Paris 
is immedtttely subjoined to tlait of Helen. Barnes and Carmelli have 
corrected this most palpable blunder: but the reader who contiilu Dr. 
Musgrave's edition, will there find Paris inserted both in the Greek and 
Latin, as an actor in tiris piece. 
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40 HGLEN. 

MESSENGER. 
What words are these you utter? have we tdiVd 
In vain, and only for an empty cloud i 

MENELAUS. 
These deeds were wrought by Judo, aod the sjtrife 
Twixt the three'Goddesses. 

MESSENGER. 

- But is this woman 
Indeed your Wife f 

M£NEliAU9 
E'en she : and t}iou for thi$ 
On my assertion safely may'st depend. 
MESSENGER. 
My Daughter, O how variable is^Jove, 
And bow inscrutable! for be with .ease 
Whirls us around, now here, now there; one suffers 
FuU many toils ; another, who ne-er kniew 
What sorrow was, is swallow'd up at once 
In swift perdition, nor in Fortune's gifts 
A firm and lasting tenure doth enjoy. 
Thou and thy Husband }iave endur'd a war, 
Of slander thou, but he of pointed spears : 
For by the tedious kibours he endar'd 
He nothing could obtain, but now i)btain8 
The greatest Vnd the happiest of all boons. 
Which comes to him tinsodght. Thou hast notsliam'd 
iThy aged Father, and the Sons of Jove, 
!Nor acted {^s malignant rumour speaks. 
»— I now renew thj' hymeneal rite. 
And still am mindful of the totch I bore, ' 

Running before the steeds, when in a car 
Thou with this favour'd Bridegroom wert convey'd 
From thy paternal mansion's happy gates. 
For worthless is that Servant who neglects 
pis Masters' interests, nor partakes their joys, 
Nor feels for their afflictions. ) was born 
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HELEN; 4t 

Indeed a Slave> yet I with generonsSIarres. 
Would still be nainber'd^ for altho' the oaoie . . 
I bear isabj^ct, yet my soul is free. 
Far better this, than if I had at once 
Suffered two evils, a corrupted heart, - 
And rile subjection to another's will. 
MENELAtrS. 
Courage, old Man : for thou hait.bovDe py sbield, . 
And in my cause endur'd unaumber'd toils. 
Sharing my dangers': now partake my jdys; 
Go tell the friends I JeiTt, what thou hast seen,. 
And our auspiiciotis fortunes : on the shore 
Bid them remain, till our expected conflict 
Is finished; and observe how w^ may sail 
From this loath'd coaat; that, with onr better fortune 
Conspiring, We if fK>ssibie may 'scape 
From these Barbarians. 

' • ' kESSftKfeER. ..'•.,:« ' 
' : ' - Yoar command^ QKio;^ • 
Shall be obey'd; But I perceive hofw vain « m >. . . 
And how replete 'with falsh'ood is tbe- voice * 
Of Propbet»: no dependanoe can be ploc-d - ' >. ' 
Upon the flames that from the altar rise,. - .. » . *; 
Or on the voices (of the feathered choir. . - * > 

It is the height of folly to suppose ,-,, , 

That birds ar&Abte'to instruct man kind. ..>/.. 

For Calchatf, to the host, noc byihis w/mkIs'' :' 

Nor signs, declared, " I for ^ Cloud behold 

'' My friend^ in battFe slain." The Sieer was tame. 

And Troy in. vain was taken. But perbaps . . - 

You will rejoin^.'' 'twas not the will of HeayoB' <^ \x 

*' That he should speak/' Why then do we cotVswIi 

These Prophets ? * 'We by sacrifice shoulrl ask 

Fpr, blessings frpm the Ggdsi and luy asiflg ,, ' ;^ 

Ali a«giiftes». . This vain dehisive bait • ./ . . « *> 

Was but iikvented to beguile mankind, • » ' ' ; 
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4ft HELEN; 

No slaggard e'er grew rich by Divination, 

Tlie best of Seers are Prudence and Discernment. 

lExit MBS6EN«Ka. 
CHbRUS. 

My sentiments on Prophets well accord 
With those of this old man. He whom the God» 
Th* immortal Gods befriend> in his own house 
Hath a response that never can mislead. 
HELEN. 

So be it. All thus far is well. But how 
You came with safety, O unhappy Man, 
From Troy, 'twill nought avail for me to know; 
Yet with the sorrows of their friends, have friends 
A wish to be acquainted. 

MENELAUS. 

Thou hast ask'd 
A multitude of questions in one short 
And blended sentence. Why should I recount 
To thee our sufferings on the JEgehn deep, 
Those treacherous beacons, by the vengrful hand 
Of Naupliu^ kindled on Euboea's rocks, 
The towns oY Crete, or in the Libyan realm, ^ 

Which I have visited, and the fam'd heights ) 

Of ( 16) Perseus ? nevei* could my words assuage . 
Thy curiosity, and, by repeating 
My woes to thee, I should but grieve the more. 
And yet a seoond time those sufferings feel. 

(16) Barnes is of opiuion that the western re^nons of Africa, w&ere 
Persens oYercarae the Gorgoos, and slew their Qaeen Medusa, (as men- 
tioned in Diodoms Siculns, Ovid's Metamorphoses, and Uie Dionjrstaca 
of NonnoB) are here meant; but tiie passage in UerodoUiSy L. ii, 15, re- 
ferred to by Dr. Musgrave, mentions Tii^nuc ntrnm, as siUaitad in tfat 
Egyptian Delta; as does Strabo ; and after him CeUarius, and tlie later 
geographical writers ; but Meiielaus, who appears never to have been in 
Mgy^t before, is represented as having jost landed on te adyacent ble 
of Pharos, the residence of its Kings, after having been driven to other 
parts of Africa, and is therefore more likely to be here speaking of these 
hills where Prrseus dis/comiited tiic GorgoHS. 
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HELEN. 41 

UBIMH. 
Yoa in yoor aiiBWcr have been more discreet 
Than I who such a qqestioodtd propose* * 

But pass oVr all beside, and onlj tell me 
How long you. waader'd o'er the briny maia. > 

M£N£IAUS. 
Year after year* besides the ten at Troy, 
Seven tedious revolutions of the Sun. 
HELEN. 
The time you speak of, O unhappy Man, 
Is long indeed : but from those dangers sav'd 
You hither oome to bleed* . 

MENEIAU8.1 

What words are these ? 
What dott Ihoa mean ^ O, how hast thou undone mel 

HELEN. 
Fly from these regions with youv utmost speed ; 
Or he to whom this house fayelongs will slay you. 
MENELAUa. 
What have I done that merit? such a fftte? 

9EI4EN. 
You hither eame an OQexpected gaesr» , 
And are a hindrance to my bridal rite* . '[' 

Is there a man thea who presumes to wed 
My Consort? .. > 

HEiLBN^ 
And with arrogance to treat me; 
Which I, alas, have hitherto eodur'd. ' r 

MENELAVS. 
Of priyate r.aidc» in his own strcogth alo«e 
Doth he confide, or rules he o'er the lajid I 
HEUSN. 
Lord of. this region; royal Proteus* Son. 

mbn^elAus; 
This is the very riddle which I heard 
From yonder ftmaleServanU 
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44 H£I£H; 

hbi;eii. 

'At which ghtt 
Of this Barbariao pal&et didyon stand h ' ^ 

Here, wlienee I likie a Beggar wa» repelt'd* 

HELEN. 
Wbat« did yoo beg for food ? ah wretched 'life ! 

MENBLAUS. 
The fact was thus : tbo* I ifaat abject name 
Assain'd not. 

HELEN. 
You then know> it seem*^ the whole 
About my nuptials. ' « ' ' !- 
METtELAUS. 

This I kiiow : but Mrbether 
Thou hast escap'd th' embraces of the Kiag 
I stilL am untciform'd. 

'-'•' -HELSEN.- ■ •. : . • ■ » 

. That J hif\'e kept 
Your bed still spotless, may you rest assured. 

MEMELAVS. 
How canst ihou pror^ the #act7 if thd«*!dpeak tnith 
To me, it will give pleasure,. " • 

^ - ■ • Doyou'see, ' ' 

Close to the tomb, my miserable seat? 

menblaxjs. 
I on tbe grounfd behold a eouch : >bui what 
Hast thou to do with that, O wretched' woman t 
HELEN. 
Here T^stipplijaot bow*4l, that I alight 'scape 
From those espousals. 

MENELAUS. 

Coiild^st thou find no altar, 
Or dost thon follow tbeBai^barian mode? 
' HELEN. • ' 

Equally with the temples of the <jrod» ' 
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lULLEN. 

Will thin proli^lltt. ^ :' :»*.:! ' 

M£N£tA98<^ '> - '' 
/' hi noV'ttMrn m j bark 

AUow'd to waft thaetattbelSpaitan shore I 

Rather the sword thanr Heiea's bridal bed 
Awaits you. . f - : r.' .• ^ • > ■". 
MENEIAia. 
Tiiuf should liuf all 'Uidiikind' > 
Be the moat wwtcbed*^. -< /«; >. * . . 

HEIXili 

.1. LetfaTotsliakiibpieis^tft 

Your scaping from thjb lajid- - 

And leaving^ tbee^^ ^ 
For whom I laid the waHsrnfiiiion waste? 

Twere better thho to.pemti iaitfa^^caiis^ - : < 
pf me your Consort. . • ; w 

• '. • «f«NBLiWMJ •.'""•''»•'.- .- 

Suffkimmanly deeds 
As these tbottiapeafc'at of / wbuid <iisgt«e^ the Cliief 
Who conquer'd Troy^ / • v 

ii- >¥>ou^a]Uiot.tdayitheiKiD(gv 
Which is perhaps the prvi^you have form'd. 

Hath he then such a body as no strei ' • 
Can penetrate ? . / . . ^ . 

• ' • EELRV. '' 
My rto6oiis(y0iiislial(l' (now* • 
But it becomes not a wise manif t* attempt 
What cannot be performed, i'j l*' ' 

,.■!:'../ N. i./ (SibaH.I -submit. - 
My hands in silence to the gaffing thtin t 
HELEMi 
Yop koMf iSdt'how to act in these dire straits 



V ., r 


4 

.H-. 


; •' 


6 


1 



Digitized by 



Google 



4S HELEN. 

To which we are reduced : but of some plot •< 
Must we avftil ourselves. 

Tw«re best to die ' 
la some brave action Hmk without a conflict. 
aiEiLtN. .- - 
One only hope of safety yet remains. 

M£N£IAV& 
By gold can it be porchasfd^: or depends it 
On dauntless courage^ or persuasive words? 
HELENA' 
Of yotur arrival if the Monarch hear not. 

MENEHACS. 
Who can inform himi hewiU never sui^ 
Know who I am. 

He hath a sure associate, 
Within his palace^ equal to.tbe Gods. 

MENEIAUS. - 

Some voice which from its inmost chambers sounds/ 

HBLBN. 
No : *tis his Sister, hfer they call Tbeonoe. 

MENELAUSr . 

She bears indeed a most prophetic name ; 
But say, what mighty deeds can she perform i 

HBliEN« 

All things she knows, and will inform her Brother 
That you are here. 

MENELAUS. * 

We both, alas, must die. 
Nor can I possibly conoeal mysdf. 
HELEN. 
Could our united supplication* moye heai 

To do what actioh j:into what vain hope 
WouId*st thou mislead mei • 

o£jL«EN» 

*• NottotellherBifotbcir' 
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That yoy are in the laad. • 

MfiNELAUS. 

If we prevail 
Thus fsLtj can we escape from diese domains f 
H£LEN. 
With ease, if she concur in our design. 
But not without her knowledge. 
MENELAUS, 

Tliis depends 
On^ thee : for woman best prevails with womaiK 
HELEN. 
Around her knees these suppliant hdnds I'll twine. 

MENELAtJS. 
Go then: but what if she reject our prayer? 

HELEN. 
You certainly must die ; and I by force 
Shall to the King be wedded. 

MENELAUS. 

Tlion betray^st me { 
That force thou talk'st of is but mere pretence. 
HELEN. 
But by yoi?f (17) head that sacred oath I swtfttr. 

MENELAUS. 

What say'st thou, wilt thou die, and never change 

Thy Husband? ' 

(17) Tyndum, io the Orestes of onr Aoilisr, Y. 485, wpttmdka hk 
ton m law Meoeluis with hsTing dwelt so long smong Barbarians as to 
ado^t tiMir mMMit; m±l am indiiDai So thMt tinC Burfpides here 
iSMMtM Salesaftgf>4ha 8pMldes«r Haka; «ilbe<«tweariaf hf thvITiad 
'< ^ JMtibar/withwfakh Ja«9iMaohfl^ges'tlis:defsiiel«te6Mete 
dv^, and no doobt, >y iiaplkatiQii» hi| owa ^^milfrymWfAMmfiy took 
its origm from die adi^Mm <»€.9lsws tft.tl|fltf Tywmt, tbqngh some- 
times nade nse of with ng^ tQ ^bos^ who were pecnfisriy dear to 
them. Athemsas menfiotts the us^ge of swearing jby the 0ead oa oc- 
miMt 9f ito M^ merely but fumisliefl no quotation apposite to the pre- 
sent subject IT we descend to the Latin writ^n, Mrgfl represents 
I as wom to iwear by tte head of his soa AjciVihu : but tiie most 
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48 <IBt^G|i 

HELEN. 
By the ^H^sftlM sword : my corse^ 
Shall lie beside you. 

MENEIA09; ' •...-.. 

To c6iifinn the words 
Which thouhast spoken^ take my hand. '• *♦ 

HELEN. ■ : . I.. ■ 

I take 
Your hand^ and swear that after you are dead 
I will not live.- ^ 

MENELAUS. 
And I will put an end 
To my existence^ if deprived pf thee. 

HELEN. ■. i' . 

But how shall we die so as to procure 
Immortal gloiyi 

MENBLAU8. ./: 

Soon a^ pB the tomb 
Thee I have $lara> myself will I destroy. 
But first a mighfy conflict shall decide 
Our claims who to thy bridal bed aspire. 
Let turn who 'dares, draw near : for die reaown 
I won at Troy, I never wiH bely, 
Nor.yi^t returning to, the Grecian shore "4 

Suffer unnumbered taunts for having reft 
Thetis of her Achilles, and beheld 
^ax the Teiampniaa bero ajaio^ ,; . 

MrtiwtgaiitibttaijrvNMthfiBfteqiMiit; tiie Jfnimw mmte bjlheUtU 
lofthdr Emperor; aad the two Udm wladi Ond, in. om of l» Blogisi 
.Iron Pontu^ pots into the moutk of Cnipid,. . / . <^ 

Par met t^ ftcea, & pier met tetemgitttty-^ ■ 

Per mttrem joro^ OaeatreiuiiqQe etptit.' - - 

By eyery torch,' by every Ihaft I beai-,' " * 

My Mather too, and CsMr's head, I swear, 
are by no means laid before the reader as a specimen of peculiar aervi- 
'lity m that exiled Bard, but as the usual langnt^e «f ^he Poets whqn 
Augustus patronized. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HELEN. 49 

(18) With Neleus' Grandson, tho' I dare not bleed 
To save my Consort. Yet on thy behalf 
Without regret, will I surrender up 
This fleeting life : for if the Gods are wise 
They lightly scatter dust upon the tomb 
Of the brave man who by his foes is slain ; 
But pile whole moantains on the coward's breast. 
CHORUS. 

O may the race of Tantalus, ye Gods, 
At length be prosperous, m<iy their sorrows cease ! 
HELEN. 

Wretch that I am ! for such is my hard fate : 
O Menelaus, we are lost for even 
The Prophetess Theonoe, from the palace 
Comes forth : I bear the soanding gates unbarr'd. 
Piy from this spot. But whither can you fly ? 
For your arrival here, full well she knows. 
Absent, or present. How, O wretched me. 
Am I undone! in safety you return 
From Troy, from a Barbarian land, to rush 
Again upon the swords of fresh Barbarians* 

THEONOE, MENELAUS, HELEN, CHORUS. 

THEONOE, io one tf htr AiimitmtB. 
Lead thon the way, sustaining in thy hand 
The kindled torch, and fan the ambient air. 
Observing every due and solemn rite. 
That we may breathe the purest gales of Heaven. 
Meanwhile do thou, if any impious foot 
Have raark'd the path, with lustral flames effice 

(18) Antilochus the son of Nestor, who, according to Honer io his 
Odyss^, 'was dain by Memmon : in the text it stands avnoy ti vmia; 
bat Brodaens in the stead of ennuf proposes to read Vtmo^ ; and Dr. 
Mns^fe NW4UC, as a smaDer variation from the naauscr^tB. Some al- 
teration is evidently re^pnsite, because Acamas and Demophoon, tha 
two sons of Thewus, both returned safe from Troy, as^ Brodaeos ob« 
serves, Enripides himself has mentioned in his Tragedies of Hecuba, 
and the Children of Hercoles. 

VOL. III. » 
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The taint, and wave the pitchy brand around, 

That I may pass ; and when we have perform'd 

Our dateous homage to th* immortal Powers, 

Into the palace let the flame be borne. 

Restore it to the Lares. Whit opinid*'' 

Have you, O Helen, of th' events foretold 

By my prophetic voice? Your Husband comes 

Your Menelaus in this land appears. 

Reft of his ships, and of your image reft. 

'Scap'd from what dangers, O unhappy man, 

Art thou arfiv'd, ahho' thou know'st not yet 

Whether thou e'er shalt to thy home return, 

Or here remain. For there is strife in Heaven ; 

And Jove on thy account this day will hold 

A council; Juno, who was erst thy foe, 

Now grown benignant^ with thy Consort safe 

To Sparta would convey thee, that all Greece 

May understand that the fictitious nuptials 

Of Paris, were the baleful gift of Venus. 

But Venus wants to frustrate thy return. 

Lest she should be convicted, or appear 

At least the palm of beauty to have purchased 

By vending Helen for a Wife to Paris. 

But this important question to decide. 

On me depends ; i either can destroy thee, 

Which is the wish of Venus, by informing 

My Brother thou art here; or save thy life 

By taking Juno's side, and thy arrival 

Concealing from my Brother, who enjoin'd me 

To inform him whensoe'er thou on these shores 

Should'st land,. Who bears the tidings to my Brother, 

That Menelaus' self is here, to save me 

From his resentment ? 

HELEN. 

At thy knees I fall, 
O Virgin, as a suppliant, and here take 
My miserable seat, both for myself. 
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And him whoin^ scarce restored to me, I see 
Now on the verge of death. Forbear t' inform 
Thy Brother, that to these fond arms my Lord 
Again is coide. O save him, I implore thee ; 
Hot gratify thy Brother, by betraying 
The feelings of humanity, to purchase 
A wicked and anjust applause : for Jove 
Detests all violence, he bids us use 
What we possess, but not encrease our stores 
By rapine* It is better to be poor. 
Than gain unrighteous wealth. For all mankind 
Enjoy these common blessings Air and Earth ; 
Nor ought we our own house with gold to fill, 
By keeping frandfully another's right, 
Or seizing it by violence. For Hermes, 
Commission'd by the blest immortal Powers, 
/ Hath, at my cost, consigned me to thy Sire, 
To keep me for this Husband, who is here 
And claims me back again : but by what meant > 

Can he receive me after he is dead ? 
Or how can the iEgyptian King restore me 
A living Consort to my breathless Lord? * 

Consider therefore, both the will of Heaven 
And that of thy great Father. Would the God> , 
Would the deceased, surrender up or keep. 
Another's right f I deem they would restore it. 
Hence to thy foolish Brother should'st not thou 
Pay more respect than to thy virtuous Sire. 
And sure if thou, a Prophetess, who utter'st 
Th' oracular responses of the Gods, 
Break'st thro' thy Father's j-ustice, to comply 
With an unrighteous Brother: it were base 
In thee to understand each mystic truth 
Reveal'd by the immortal Powers, the things 
That are> and those that are not ; yet overlook 
The rules of justice. But O stoop to save 
Me, miserable me, from all those ills 

k2 
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In which I am iavolv'd ; this great exertion 
Of thy benignant aid, my fortunes claim. 
Tor there is no man who abhors not Helen ; 
Tis rumoured thro' ail Greece that 1 betray'd 
My Husband, and abode beneath the roofii 
Of wealthy Phrygia. But to Greece once more 
Should I return, and to the Spartan reahn ; 
When they are told, and see, how to the arts 
Of these contending Goddesses they owe 
Their ruin ; but that I have to my frienda 
Been ever true, they to the rank I held 
^Midst chaste and virtuous matrons, will restore me: 
My Daughter too, whom no man dares to wed, 
From me her bridal portion shall receive ; 
And I, no longer doom'd.to lead the life 
Of an unhappy vagrant, shall enjoy 
The treasures that our palaces contain. 
Had Menelaus died, and been consumed 
In the funereal pyce, I should have wept 
For him far distant in a foreign realm ; 
But now shall I for ever be bereft 
Of him who Uvea, and seem'd to have escap'd 
From every danger. Virgin, act not thus ; 
To thee I kneel a suppliant ; O confer 
On me this boon, and emulate the justice 
Of your great Sire. For fair renown attends 
The children, from a virtuous father sprung. 
Who equal their hereditary worth. 
THEONOB. 
Most piteous are Ae words which yoa have spoken; 
You also claim my pity : bat I wish 
To hear what Menelaus yet can plead 
To save his life. 

MENELAUS. 

I cannot at yonr knees 
Fall prostrate, or with tears these eye-Hda stain : 
For I should cover all the gte^ exploits 
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Which I atchievM at Ilioti with disgr&pe. 

If I became a dastard ; tho^ some hold 

Tis not unworthy of the brare to weep 

When wretched. But this honourable part 

(If such a part can e'er be honourable) 

I will not act, because the prosperous fdrtumes 

Which erst were mine, are present eo my soul. 

If then you haply are dispos'd to save 

A foreigner who justly claims his Wife, 

Kestore her, and protect us: if you spurn 

Our suit, I am not now for the first time. 

But have been often wretched, and your name 

Shall be recorded as an impious wotoan'* 

Tliese thoughts, which I hold w6rthy of myielF, 

And just, and such as greatly must aileot 

Your inmost henrt, I at your Fathfer*s tomb 

With energy will utter. — Gpod Old man. 

Beneath this marble sepulchre who dwelPs^j, 

To thee I sue, restore my Wife, whom JoVe 

Sent hither to thy r^alm, that thou for m^ 

Might'st guard her. Thou, t know, since thou at^t dead. 

Canst ne'er have power to give h^r back agaib i 

But she, this holy Priestess, will not suffer 

Reproach to fall on her illustrious Sire, 

Whom I invoke amid the shades beneath : 

For this depends on her. The^ too I dal], 

O Pluto, to my aid, who hast receiv'd 

Full many a corse, which fell in Helen's cause 

Beneath my sword, and still retain'st the pri^e : 

Either restore them now to life, or force 

Her who seems mightier than her piods Father, 

To give me back my Wife. But of my Cobsort 

If ye resolve to rob toe, I will urge 

Those arguments which llelen hath oniitted. 

Know then, O Virgin, first I by aii oath 

Hate bound myself, your Brother to eneounteo 

And he, or I, must perish ; the J>lain truth 
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Is this. But foot to fot>t in equal combat, 

If he refuse to meet me, and attempt 

To drive us suppliants from the tomb by famine, 

My Consort will I slay, and with the sword 

Here on this sepulchre my bosom pierce, 

That the warm current of our blood may stream 

Into the grave. Thus shall our corses lie 

Close to each other on this polish'd marble : 

To you eternal sorrow shall they cause, 

And foul reproach to your great Father's name. 

For neither shall your Brother wed my Heleo^ 

Nor any man beside: for I with me 

Will bear her; if 1 cannot bear her home. 

Yet will I bear her to the shades beneath. 

But why complain ? If I shed tears^ and act 

The woman's part, I rather shall become 

An object of compassion, than deserve 

To be esteem'd a warrior. If you list. 

Slay me, fpr I can nev^r fall inglorious. 

But rather yield du^ credence to my words, 

JJo will you act with justice, and my Wife 

Shall I recover. 

CHORUS. 
To decide the cause 
On which we speak, belongs to thee, O Virgin ; 
But 8o decide as to please all. 

THEONOE. 

By nature 
And inclination am I form'd to act 
With piety, myself too I revere : 
Nor will I e'er pollute my Sire's renown. 
Or gratify my Brother by such means 
As might make me seem base. For from my birth. 
Hath justice in this bosom fix'd her sbrine : 
(ig) And since from Nereus I inherited 

(19) << Nereus, the Gruid-latber of Theonoe, a Sea God, ww, accoi^- 
^ ing to Hesiod, a Prophet of nnimpeached yeracity ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



HELEN. 55 

This temper^ Menelaua will I strive 

To save. But now siDce Juno is disposM « 

To be your friend^ with her will I accord; 

May Venus be propitious, tho' her riles 

I never have partaken, and will strive 

For ever to remain a spotless Maid. 

But I concur with thee, O Menelaus, 

In all thou to my Father at his tomb 

Hast said ; for wilh injustice should I act 

If I restored not Helen: had be liv'd, 

My Sire on thee again would have bestow'd 

Thy Consort, and her former Lord on Helen. 

For vengeance, in the shades of Hell beneath. 

And among all that breathe th^ vital air, 

Attends on these who break their plighted trust. 

The soul (20) of the deceased, altho' it live 

Indeed no longer, yet doth still retain 

A consciousness which lasts for ever, lodged 

In the eternal scene of its abode, 

The liquid Ether. To express myself 

'' Nt^ V a^rjiau %bu ei^yBta ytmCJfi croifjofy 

** Ot/vou* vifJi^hK "T' )<M Wttaf uit ^tfucwf 

^ A^ltUj eP<>A hruua xm nma ^UNtt otjiy. THBOG. ▼. SSS. 

<< Old N«reDfl to the Sea was bom of Eartb, 
** Nereus wbo claims tbe precedence in birth 
'' To tbeir descendants ; him Old God they call, 
« Became sincere and al&bie to all ; 
** In judgement moderation be preserves, 
*< And never from tiie pnths of Justice swerves* CooxB. 

^ and Horace, in the fifteenth Ode of the first Book, gives m^ ^ ^ 
^ mous prophecy in regard to the war of Troy." Barnbs. 

(20) ^ From tiiis passage may be di^icovered the true interpretatioo of 
« the opinion of Anaxagoras and Euripides ; that the soul of man is not 
^ immediately after death dissolved and scattered in the air, but when 
^^ received into the firee ether, as into an immortal vehicle, does not live 
** in the manner we do, but enjoys an immortal consciousness and a bet- 
^* ter life, which is the true life of spirits.* Barnes. 

The reader will see the snl^t further disoussed by that learned com- 
mentator, on referring to his Holes on v. 535, and v. 1140, of the Sup^ 
pliants, and v. 529 of the Heraclidas. 



Digitized by 



Google 



56 HELEN. 

Concisely, all that you requested me 
Will I Koncealy nor with my counsels aid 
My Brother's folly; I to him shall shew 
A real friendship, tho' without the semb}ance^ 
If I his vicious manners can reform 
And make him more religious. Therefore find 
Means to escape yourselves ; for I will hence ' 
Depart in silence. First implore the Gods; 
To Venus sue, that she your safe return 
Would suffer; and to Juno, not to change 
The scheme which she hath form'd, both to preserve 
Your Lord and you. O my departed Sire, 
For thee will I exert my utmost might. 
That on thy honoured name no foul reproach 
May ever rest. [Exit thbonoe. 

CHORUS. 
No impious man e'er prospered : 
But fairest hopes attend an honest cause. 
H£LEN. 

O Menelaus, as to what depends 
Upon the royal Maid, are we secure : 
But next doth it become you to propose 
Some means our safety to effect 
MENELAUS. 

Now listen 
To me ; thou in this palace long ha^t dwelt^ 
An inmate with the servants of the King, 
HELEN. 
Why speak you thgs ? for you raise hopes, as tho* 
Ybii could do somewhat for our common good. 
MENEI^US. 
Canst thou prevail on any one of those 
Who guide the harness'd steeds, to furnish us 
With a s . ift car ? 

HELEN*. 
Perhaps I might succeed 
la that attempt. But how shall we escape 
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Who to these fields and this Barbarian land 
Are strangers ? An impracticable thing ^ * 
Is this you speak of. 

MENELAUS. 
WeH, but in the palace 
Conceal'd, if with this sword the King I slay, 
HELEN. 
His Sister will not suffer this in silence. 
If you attempt aught Against her Brother's life. 

MENELAUS. 
We have no ship in which we can escape ; 
.For that which we brought hither, by the waves 
Is swallow'd up. 

HELEN. 
Now hear what I propose ; 
From woman's lips if wisdom ever flow. 
Will you permit a rumour of your death 
To be dispers'd f 

MENELAUS. 
This were an evil omen : 
But I, if any benefit arise 
From such report, consent to be call'd dead 
While I yet live. 

HELEN. 

That impious Tyrant's pity, 
Our femafe choir shall move, with tresses shorn> 
And chaunt funereal strains. 

MENELAUS. 

What tendency 
Can such a prcgect have to our deliverance.^ 
HELEN. 
I will allege that 'tis an antient custom ; 
And of the Monarch his permission crave. 
That I on'you, as if you in the sea 
Had perish'd, may bestow a vacant tomb. 
MENELAUS. 
If he consent, how can this feign'd interment 
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Enable us to tLy without a ship i 
HELEN* 
I will commaDd a bark to be prepar'd. 
From whence into the bosom of the deep 
Funereal trappings I may cast. 

MENELAUS, 

How well 
And wisely bast thou spoken ! but the tomb 
If he direct thee on the strand to raise^ 
Nought can this scheme avail. 
HELEN. 

But I will saj 
Tis not the usage^ in a Grecian realm, 
With earth to cover the remains of those 
Who perish'd in the waves. 

MENELAUS. 

Thou hast again 
Removed this obstacle : I then with thee 
Will sail, and the funereal trappings place 
In the same vessel. - 

HELEN. 
'Tis of great importance 
That you, and all those mariners who 'scap'd 
The shipwreck, should be present. 
MENELAUS. 

If we find 
A bark at anchor, with our falchions arm'd 
In one collected band will we assail 
And board it. 

HELEN. 
To direct all this, belongs 
To you ; but may the prosperous breezes fill 
Our sails, and guide us o'er the billowy deep, 
MENELAUS. 
These vows shall be accomplished i for the Gods 
At length will cause my toils to cease: but whence 
Wilt thou pretend thou heard'st that I was dead i 
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HELEN; 
Yourself shall be the messenger ; relate 
How you alone escap'd his piteous doom, 
A partner of the voyage with the Son 
Of Atreus, and the witness of his death. 
MENELAUS. 
This tatter'd vest will testify my shipwreck, 

HELEN. 
How seasonable was that which seem'd at first 
To be a grievous loss ! but the misfortune 
May end perhaps in bliss. 

MENELAUS. , 

Must I with thee 
Enter the palace^ or before this tomb 
Sit motionless ? 

HELEN. 
Here stay: for if the King 
By force should strive to tear you hence, this tomb 
And your drawn sword will save you. But Til go 
To my apartment, shear my flowing hair, 
For sable weeds this snowy vest exchange. 
And rend with bloody nails these livid clieeks : 
For 'tis a mighty conflict, and I see 
These two ahernatives; if in my plots 
Detected, I must die; or to my country 
I shall return, and save your life. O Juno> 
Thou sacred Queen, who shai'st the couch of Jove, 
Relieve two wretches from their toils ; to thee 
Our suppliant arms uplifting high t'wards Heaven 
With glittering stars adorn'd, thy blest abode, 
We iue: and thou, O Venus, who didst gain 
The palm of beauty thro* my prorois'd 'spousals. 
Spare me, thou Daughter of Dione, spare (^1); 

(21) *' Tlicre were two Vennses, the one spiiuig from the Sea, tlic 
^* other from Dione and Jupiter, on which subject Plate in his Banquet^ 
** ren^rks, that since there are two Veniises tliere must of uecetsity be 
^ two Lov^. For it n undeniable that two ditierent Goddesses there 
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For thou enough hast injur'd me already ; 
Exposing not my person, but my name^ 
To those Barbarians : sufFer me to die 
If thou wilt slay me, in my native land- 
Why art thou still insatiably malignant? 
Why dost thou harrass me by love, by fraud. 
By the invention of these new deceits. 
And by thy magic philtres plunge in blood 
Our miserable house ? If thou hadst rul*d 
With mildness, thou to man hadst been most grateful 
Of all the Gods. I speak n6t this at random. 

[HELEN and MENELA^us retire behind the tomk- 

CHORUS. 

ODE. 

I. 1. 

On thee who build*st thy tuneful seat 
Protected by the leafy groves, I call, 
O Nightingale, thy accents ever sweet 
Their murmuring melancholy fall 
Prolong i O come, and with thy plaintive strain 

Aid me to utter my distress. 
Thy woes, O Helen, let the song express. 
And those of Troy now levellM with the plain 
By Grecian might. From hospitable shores; 

Relying on Barbaric oars, 
Thv spoiler Paris fled, 
And o'er the deep to Priam's realm with pride 

Bore his imaginary bride, 

** are, etch of wiioni is a Veow: oneof tfaem, the elder, who had no 
^ Motiier, and was bom only ftoro Ununis, or Heaven her Dather, she 
« is called the celestial Venus : the other, younger, Daughter of Jupiter 
^ and Oione; and to her we give Uie name of the vulgar Venus. 
** Sydenham." Barnes. 

On turning to Hesiod, Theog. v. 180—200, the reader wItt find a cir- 
cnmstantial hi«itory of the birth of the elder, or celestial Venus, and the 
two accounts of her being sprung from Ouranus without a Mother, and 
iVomtheSea, perfectly reconciled. 
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FancyiDg that tbpu bad^i grac'd hig bed. 
To nuptials fraught with shame by wanton Venus led. . 
1. 2. 
Unnumber'd Greeks, transpierc'd with spears. 
Or crushed beneath the failing ramparts, bled : 
Hence with her tresses shorn, immers'd io tears 

The Matron waiis her lonely bed. 
But Nauplius, kindling near th' Eubcean deep 

Those torches, o'er our host prevaird ; 
Tho* With a single bark the traitor saiPd, 
He wreck'd whole fleets against Caphareus' steep, 
ABd4be iEgean coasts, the beacon seem'd 

A star, and thro* Heaven's concave gleam'd, 
Plac'd on the craggy Keight. 
While flush'd with conquest, from the Phrygian strand 
They hastened lo their native land, 
Portentous source of bloody fight. 
The Cloud by Juno form'd, begaii'd their dazzled sight. 
I[. h 
Whether the Image was divine, 
Drew from terrestrial particles its birth. 
Or from the middle region, how deftne 

By curious search, ye Sons of Earth P 
Far from unravelling Heaven's abstrose intents. 

We view the world tost to and fro, 
Mark strange vieissitodes of joy and woe. 
Discordant and miracnioas events. 
Thou, Helen, art indeed the* child of Jove. 
The Sw!a», thy Sire, inflam'd by love. 
To Leda's bosom flew : 
Yet with imputed crimes malignant Fame 

Thra'' Greece arraigns thy slander'd name. 
Of men I know not whom to truat. 
But what the GUmIb pronounce have I found ever jast* 

n. e. 

Frantic are ye who seek renown 
Amid the horrofs of th' embattted field. 
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Who masking guilt beneath 6 laurel crown 
With nervous arn^ the falchion wield. 

Not slaughter'd thousands can your fury sate* 
If still success the judgement guide, 

If bloody battle right and wrong decide. 

Incessant strife must vex each rival state : 

Hence from her home departs each Phrygian wife, 
O Helen, when the cruel strife 

Which from thy charms arose, 

One conference might have clos'd : now myriads dwell 
With Pluto in the shades of hell. 
And flames, as when Jove's vengeance throws 

The bolt, have caught her towers add finished Ilion's 
woes. 

THEOCLYMENUS, CHOPtUS, (HELEN and 
MENELAUS bbhimj> the tomb.) 

THEOCLYMENUS. 
Hail, O thou tomb of my illustrious Sire! 
For thee have I interr'd before my gate, 
That with thy shade I might hold frequent conference, 
O Proteus 5 Theoclymenus thy Son, 
Thee, O my Father, oft as he goes forth, j 
Oft as he enters these abodes, accosts. 
But to the palace now convey those bounds 
And nets, my Servants. I full many a time 
Have blamed myself, because I never punish'd 
With death such miscreants; now I am inform'd 
That publicly some Greek to these domains 
Is come nnnotic'd by my guards, a spy. 
Or one who means to carry Helen oflF 
By stealth : but if I seize him, he shall dre» 
Methinks I find all over: for the Daughter 
Of Tyudarus sits no longer at the tomb^ 
But from these shores hath fled, and now is crossing 
The billowy deep. Unbar the gates, bring fortli 
My coursers from the stalls, and brazen car&; 
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Lest thro* my want of vigilance the Dame 
Whom I would muke my Consort, should escape me^ 
Borne from this land. — Yet stay ; for I behold 
Those we pursue still here beneath this roof. 
Nor are they fled. Ho ! why in sable vest 
Hast thou array'd thyself, why cast aside 
Thy robes. of white, and from thy graceful head 
With ruthless steel thy glowing ringlets shorne. 
And wherefore bath'd thy cheek with recent tears? 
Groan'st thou, by visions of the night apprised 
Of some calamity, or hast thoa heard 
Within, a rumour that afflicts thy soul? 
HELEN. 
My Lord, (for. I already by that name 
Accost you,) I am utterly undone, 
My former bliss is vanished, and I now 
Am nothing. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 
Art thou plung'd into distress 
So irretrievable? what cruel Fate 
Hath overtaken thee ?* 

HELEN. 
My Menelaus, 
(Ah, how shall I express myself?) is dead. 
THEOCLYMENUS. 
Akho' I must not triumph in th' even 
Thou speak'st of; yet to me 'tis most auspicious. 
How know'st thou? Did Theonoe tell thee this? 

HEIiEN* 

She and this mariner, who when he perish'd 
Was present, both concur in the same tale. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 
Is there a man arriv'd, who for the truth 
Of that account can vouch ? 

HELEN. 
He is arriv'd : t 
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And would to Heaveii that such auspicious fortune 
As I could wi&b attended him. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

Who is be i 
Where is he f I would know the real fact, 
HELEN. 
Tis he who stupified with sorrow sits 
Upon the tomb. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 
In what unseemly garb 
Is he array 'd, O Phoebus! 

HELEN. 
In that dress, 
Ah me! methinks my Husband I behold* 
THEOCLYMENUS. 
But in what country was the stranger born^ 
And whence did he come hither ? 
HELEN. 

He*s a Greek, 
One of those Greeks who with my Husband sail'd. 
THEOCLYMENUS. 
How doth he say that Menelaus died? 

HELEN. 
(^2) Most wretchedly, inguipb'd amid the wa^es* 

(32) « TheimtioBtflMddrowmagtobetiieBiOfttaiiwnibleipeciesor 
^ deaths either becanae tbey adcfited th« ophiioB ef Hcncfitn, mdf 
« comideriog the soul as fire, apprahandod that it was hence extu- 
« guiahed ; or because those who perished in that manner were osuaUy 
« deprived ofAinereal rites, awl left l» be devonred by fishes: whence 
« arose that hsMiilatumef the Mather fiir her Son vdraseliody was i^^ 
^ mersed in the water, when his head, seFered icom it by the ica, was * 
^ faud on the pyre ; 

Hoc peperi fiaaimts, caetera, dixit, aquis. 

This I produced to feed the sacred flame. 

The rest, alas, th* msatiate watere chum. 
« Hence AcliiUesm Homer, and ^Eneas in Virgil, deprecate this death 
« as of an othen the mast nnenible and inglorious." Barnbs. 
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HBL6H. ,^ 

THBOCLyWIiin*. 
Where ? as be pass'd o'er ihe Barbarian seas ? 

HfiLfiN. 

Dash'd on the rock» of Libya^ whiob sa^QSwds 
No haven. 

But whence happen'd it, tiu^ 1)6 
This partner of his^pyage di^liPP^ perish ? 

The worthless i^re more pro^p^rqi^s.tl^^ tjie |l)rfve* 

THEOOL^A^NUS. 
Where left be; the y/re^ck'^ frs^menU pf Idsal^ip 
When he came hi.iber'? 

lliere, where wovid^fo Up^Yim 
Perdition had overtaken h^npi^^ find spared 
Jhe life of Mi^ReUas. 

THEOCLYMENIIS. 

,He, H.wwjf, 
Is then no wore : bot in . wlvit bi^ri^^rriv^d 

This Messenger i 

Sometailoraj W:be;9frjp, 
By chance passM by, and soalk^lM.hWifjrpill tbe^MWYA^ 

Butwhene's tbAt liAteffil.pest which in tby stead 
Was sent to Uioni 

HELEN. 
Speak yoa9f;atCIoti(i» 
Resembling me? it mounted to the slufis* 

,qifiSOCl4YIIWfl]3. 

O Priam, /for,bow.frivj^i[Nis,ia.£Aase 
Thou with thy n^rf^r.didftjpi^CMbl 

JiilbWiWQes 
J too bave been involved. 

TOI. III. T 
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66 HBLEN. 

•ftlEOCtYMENUS. 
Bat did he leave 
Thy Husband's corse unboried, or strew diwt 
O'er his remains? 

HELEN. 
He left them uninterr'd. 
Ah, wretched me ! 

THEOCLYMENUS. 
And didst tfaon for this cause 
Sever the ringlets of tb j auburn hair ? 
HELEN. 
Still is he dear, lodged in this faithful breast* 

THEOCLYMENUS. 
Hast thou sufficient reason then to weep 
For this calamity I 

HELEN. 
Could you bear lightlj 
Your Sister^s death I 

« THEOCLTMENUS. 
No surely. But what means 
Thy still residing at this marble tomb? 
HELEN. 
Why do you harrass me with taunting words> 
And why disturb the dead ? ^ 

THBOCLYMENXrs. 

Because, stHl constant 
To thy first Husband, from my love thou fliest. 
HEL^V. 
But I will fly no longer: haste, begin 
The nuptial rite. 

THEOCX.YMENUS. 
Twas lovg ere thou cKdst come 
To this : but I such conduct must applaud. 
HELfiN. 
Know you then how to act t let us forget 
All that has pass'd. 
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tHfiOCXYMENtTB. 

Upon what terms? with kindness 
Should kindness be repaid. 

HELEN. 

Let «s ccmckide 
The peace^ and O be reoonoii'd* 

THEOGLYMENUSi 

. All strife 
With thee I to the winds of Heaven consign. 
HELEN. 
Now, since you are my friend, I by those knees 
Conjure you. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 
With what object in thy view, 
.To me an earnest suppliant dottthoa bend ? 
HELEN. 
I my departed Hosbaod would inter. 

TBEOCLYlfCNUS. 
What tomb can be bestowed npon the absent? 
Would'st thou inter his ebadv i 
HELEN. 

There ia a cnstora 
jAmong the Greeks establiah'd, that the man 
Who in the ocean perishes — 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

What is it ? 
For in such matters Pebps' race are wise. 

HELEN. ) 

To bury in their atead an empty Test. 

THEOCLYMENUS. » 

Perform funereal rites, 9md heap the tomb 
On any ground thou wilt. 

HELEN. 

We in this fashion 
Bury not the drown*d mariner* 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

How then? 
F £ 
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I am a stranger to tbe Gueotaok <9if ^>in9. 

^ ' HELBN. 
Each pious gift due to our fareathless friekid£ 
We cast into the sea. 

rascxaLrY^ENus. 
Ob the Deceased 
What presents for tby safce <»a I bestow i 

tlELEJi* 

I know not : for in offices like these 
Am I unpractised^ having eist been happy. 
TtiBOCLYMSNUS. 
An acceptable message have you brought, 

stranger. 

1M[ENEI4AUS. 

Most ungrateful to myself 
And the Deceas'd. 

THtSOCLYMEN00. 

What fuaereat 'ritas on those 
Ocean hmth swallowed up^ rfo ye bedtow ? 

MENlGIAUS. 

Such honours b^ each indifiduars wealth 
Enables as to pay him. 

TUfiOdLTMBNtJS. 
Name the opst. 
And for h^r sake receive whate^r you will. 

BfkNEIAUS. 
Blood is our^rst libation to the dead. 
THEOCLYMENUS. 

What blood i inform me^ for wsch yottr insimCtious 

1 will comply. 

MkN«LAUS. - • 

Determine tliat thyself. 
For whatsoe'er thou giv'st will he sufRcient* 
TItEOCLYMEBaJS. 
The customary victims ^moag Barbarians 
Are either horse or hvXL . 
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Whatever thou giv'st. 
Let it be aemewbat priacety. 

THfiOCLYMENUS. 

My rich hefd» 
With these are amply furoish'd. 
MS8lt2JlUS« 

And the bier 
Without the corse is borne in solemn staSe. 
THeOCLYMEMUS. 
It shall: but what 19 there beside which custoin 
Requires to grace the faneroL ' 

(23) Brazen arms : 
For war was what he lov'd. I * 

THMOCWumiva. 

W,e will bestow 
Such presents as are worlby pf (be race 
Of mighty Pelops. . , . / . - 

And those budding Aowiees. 
Th' exuberant soil prpdu^eip^ ^ : 

'nfiBOCLYllBNU&' 

Butsfiy^ how ' ' "^ 

And in what manner ye. ihfiieofiiornigs plange 
luto the oceaik 

We nou^t twf^'^ bark 
And mariners to ply the < 




(S3) In Qomtiis Cafaiber the fimer^ pyre of Achilles » represented 
as heaped witfaarmoar : and Uie antienil^oets'take care to liuriinh tlwlr 
Heroes in the shades- wf lb implements of their fivroarite occupation wrIiaQ 
oneartfa. Thos Orion the ifeaaSBr is vaplesciiM IqrJIavi^nluiflviMdP^ 
a braaen mace, an^ ponpiag the beasts of prpy; und Idaeiis, who had 
been the charioteer of Priam, was, according to Virgil, after death s^ 
bosied in the same ezisrcises of^ driving fab steeds and hnadbbhig the 
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THIB0CLYM£NU8. 
How far 
Will tbey launch forth the Tewel from the aCraod ? 
MENELAUa. 
So far as fjpom the shore thou scarce wilt see 
The keel divide the waves. 

THBOGLYMSNUS. 

But why doth Greece 
Observe this usage i 

MENBLAU& 
Lest the rising billows 
Cast back to land th' ablutions. 

THEOOLYMENTJS. 

Ye shall have 
A >wift Phosnician vessel, ' 

MENELAV9. 

This were kind. 
And no small favour shewn to Menelaus. 
THEOCLYMENUS. 

Without her presence, cannot yon perform 
These rites alone ? 

MENEIAU9. 
Such task or to a Mother, 
Or Wife, or Child, belongs. 

THEOCLYMENUS* 

'Tis then her duty. 
You say, to bury her departed Lord i 
MENELAVS. 
Sure, piety instructs us not to rob 
The dead of their accustom'd dues. 
THEOCLY^fENUS, 

Enough ; 
On mfe it it incumbent to promote 
Such virti^e in my Consort. I will enter 
The palace, and frotp thence for the Deceased 
Bring forth rich ornaments ; with empty hands 
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Yoa fram this region will not I send fortb^ 
That you may execute what she desires. 
But having brought me acceptable tidings. 
Instead of these vile weeds shall you receive 
A decent garb and food, that to your country 
You may return : for clearly I perceive 
That you are wretched now. But torture not 
Thy bosom with unprofitable cares^ 
O hapless woman, for thy Menelaus 
Is now no more, nor can the dead revive, 
MENELAVS. 

Thee it behoves, O blooming Dame, to love 
Thy present Husband, and to lay aside 
The fond remembrance of thy breathless Lordi 
For such behaviour suits thy fortunes best. 
But if to Greece with safety I return. 
That infamy which erst pursued thy name 
ril cause to cease, if thou acquit thyself 
Of these great duties like a virtuous Consort. 
HELEN. 

I will : nor shall my Husband e'er have cause 
To blame me : you too, who are here, shall witness 
The truth of my assertions. But within 
Go lave your wearied limbs, O wretched Man, 
And change your habit ; for without delay 
To you will I beconie a benefactress.. 
Hence too with greater zeal will you perform 
The rites my dearest Menelaus claims. 
If all due honours you from me receive. 

[Ereuni thbocly menus, helbn^ and MBUBLAva. 

CHORUS. 

ODE. 
I. J. 
O'er mountains erst with hasty tread 
Did the celestial Mather (€4) stray, 

(14) Banics and CarmelU concur in fapponiig Ceres to be here meaiU^ 
as her daughter Proserpine is mdisputably masked out by the term o^ir 
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Nor slop wh*re brfenching thidkete sjg^^d, 
Where rapid torrents cit)«a'c[ her way. 
Or on the margin of the billowy deep; 

Her Daaghter whom we dread to name 
She wept, while hailing thai majestic Daes^^ 
Cymbals of Bacchus froni the craggy steef> 

Sent forth their clear and pierciog sound. 
Her car the harness'd dragons drew i 
Following the Nymph torn from her Vifgin crew. 
Amidst her Maidens swift of foot were found 
Diana skill'd the bow to wield, 
Minerva, who in glitteridg state 
Brandish'd the spear ahd raisM her Gorgon shield ^ 
Bat Jove look'd dowo from Heaven t' awaid aaotber fale» 

I. «. 
Soon as the Mother's toils Were o'er, 
When slie had fihish'd her career. 
And sought the raviah'd Maid no more, 
To davea where drifted saows appear, 
By Ida's Nymphs frequented, did she pass, 

-And threw herself in sorrow lost, 
On taclsM and herbage crusted o'er with frost, 
Despoifd the wasted champain of its grdss, 
Bend^r'd the peasant's tillage vain. 
Consuming a dispeopled land 
With meagre famine: Spring at her command 

scvpf in one of tlie following verses of this stanza : but Dr. Mosgrave 
aiKnefl witli great force from the term fxahg ^aiv, the cyiAlMils, drums, 
and many other circnmstances mentioned in th€ course of this 06t, that 
, CylMte tfaeOnUdaidlher, tfnd not Cera the Motfier of Proaeipftie is 
here aUnded to. I should willingly have adopted the same opinion, had 
not the word £im in the secoqcl Stroplie appeared to me clearfy to decide 
the point in favour of Barnes: nor can I avoid thinking with the same 
editor, and several of his predecessors,^ that the impious love of Plato 
for his niece Jhroscrpine is alluded to id the opening of th4) second Anti- 
strophe, which Dr. Musgrave appHes to Helen by some c^rtsidenble 
and unanthorised atteialioiift of the text, which a transintor is very sel- 
dom considered as justified in following : and Reiskius justly observes 
tiiat the meddling with wliat is so apparently corrat>ted and filled with 
i;basms, is peculiarly dangerous* 
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Denied the flocks that sicken'd on the pda'm 
■ The leafy tendrils of the vine ; 

Whole cities died, no victims bled, 
No frankincense perftnn^d Heaven a vacant shrine. 
Nor burst the current from tbo spring's obstructed bead. 
II. K 

Then ceased ibe banquet, wont to charm ' 

Both Gods «bo^e, and Men below : 

The Mother's anger to disarm. 

And mitigate the slings of woe, 
Till in tiieie words Jove utter'd his behests $ 

'^ Lat each benignant Grace attend 
^^ Sweet music's Bjhsipathising aid to lend^ 
*^ And drive corrosive grief from Ceres' breast 

*^ Indignant for her ravish 'd Child : 

" Now, O ye Muses> with the lyre 
** Join the shrill hymns of yoor assembled choir, 
^' The brazen trumpet fill with accents wild, 

** Aod beat the rattling drums amain." 

Then first of the immortal band, ' ' 

Venus with lovely smile approvM the strain, 
And rais'd the rfvep-tou'd flute in her enchanting bAnd. 
IL -2. 

The laws reprov'd such foul desire, 

Yet 'gainst religion didst thou wed; 

Thy Uncle caught love's baleful fire, ' 

And rush'd to thy incestuous bed. 
Thee shall the mighty Mother's wrath confomd. 

Because, thro' thee^ before her shrine 
Kq victtoks slain appease the Powers divine. • 
Great Virtue hove hinds' hides, and ivy wound 

Upon a consecrated rod ; 

And Youths, with Virgins in a ring, 
AVhen high from earth with matchless force they spring. 
Loose streams their hair, they celebrate that God 

The Bacchanalian votaries own. 

And waste in dance the sleepless night. 
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74 HELEN. 

But thoi]» confiding ID thy charms alone, 
Forgetr'st the moon that shines with more transcendent 
light. 

HELEN, CHORUS. 

HELEN. 
Within the palace, O my friends, we prosper : 
For Proteus' royal Daughter, in oar schemes 
Conspiring, when her Brother questioned her 
About my Lord, no information gave 
Of his arrival : to my interests true 
.She said, that cold in death he views no longer 
The radiant Sun. But now my Lord bath seiz'd 
A vengeful falchion, in that mail design'd 
To have been plung'd beneath the deep arrayed. 
With nervous arm he lifts an orbed shield. 
In his right hand protended gleams the spear. 
As if with me he was prepar'd to pay 
To the Deceas'd due homage. Fumish'd thus 
With brazen arms, he*s ready for the batde. 
And numberless Barbarians will subdue 
Unaided, soon as we the ship ascend. 
Exchanging those unseemly weeds which cloatbe 
The shipwreck'd mariner, in splendid robes 
Have I arrayed him, from transparent springs 
The laver fiU'd, and bath'd his wearied limbs. 
But I must now be silent, for the man 
Who fancies I am ready to become 
His Consort, leaves the palace. O my friends. 
In your attachment too I place my trust. 
Restrain your tongues, for we, when sav'd ourselves. 
If possible will save you from this thraldom. 

THEOCLYMENUS, HELEN, MENELAUS, 
CHORUS. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 
Go forth, in such procession as the stranger 
Directs you, O my servants, and convey 
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These gift? fanereal to the briny deep. 

But if thou disapprove oot what I say. 

Do thou, O Helen, yield to my persuasions, 

^nd here remain. For whether thou attend^ 

Or art not present at the obsequies * 

Of thy departed Husband, thou to him 

Wilt shew an equal reverence. Much I dread 

Lest hurried on by wild desire thou pUmge 

Into the foaming billows, for the sake 

Of him on whom thou doat*8t, thy former Lord, 

Since thou his doom immoderately bewail's^ 

Tho' he be lost, and never can return. 

O my illustrious Husband, I am bound 
To pay due honours to the man whom first 
I wedded, of our aotient nuptial joys 
A memory still retaining, for so well 
I lov'd my Lord that I could even .die 
With him. But what advantage would result 
To the deoeas'd, should I lay down my life ? 
Yet let me go myself, and to his shade 
Perform each solemn rite. B^t may the Gods, 
On you, and on the stranger w^o assists me 
In this my pious task, with liberal hand 
Confer the gifts I wish. But you in me ^ 

Shall such a Consort to your Palace bear 
As you deserve, to recom pence your kindness . 
To me and Menetaus. Such events 
In some degree are measur'd by the will 
Of Fortune ; but give orders for a ship 
To be prepared, these trappings to convey. 
So shall your purpos'd bounty be complete. 
THEOCI^YMENVB, Um^Ui AttendaUs. 

Go thou, and furnish tliem a Tyrian bark 
Of fifty oars, with skilful sailors mann'd. 

Bot may not be who decorates the tomb 
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76 . HELEN. 

Govern the ship f 

THE0CLYMBNt7S. 

My sailors must to biin 
Yield an implicit deference. 

HELEN. 

This injunctionr 
Repeat^ that they may clearly understand it. 
THEOCLYMENUS. 
A second time, will I, and yet a third, • 
Issue this self-sauie mandate, if to thee 
This can give pleasure. 

HELEN. 

May the Gods confer 
Blessings on you, and prosper my designs ! 
THEOCLYMENUS. 
Waste not thy bloom* with unavailing tears. 

HELEN* 

To you this day my gratitude will prove. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 
All these attentions to the dead are nought 
But unavailing toil. 

HELEN. 
My pious care 
Not to those only who.m the silent grave 
Contains, but to the living too extends. 
THEOCLYMENUS. 
In me thou may'st expect to find a Husbanti 
Who yields not to the Spartan Metielaus. 
HELEN. 
I censure not your conduct, but bewail 
My own harsh destiny. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

Bestow thy love 
On me, and prosperous fortunes shall retom* 
JIELEN. I 

It is a lesion I have practised long. 
To love my friends. 
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Td£OCLYM£NU9. « . 

ShnU I Biy nav.y launob, i 
To join in these iuiiereai riles? 

HELEN. 

Dread Lord, 
Pay not unseemly homage to y6xir vassals. 
TH£OCLY]tl£NU& 
Well! I each sacred usage will. allow 
Practised by Pelops' race, for my abodes 
Are undefird with blood: thy Menelaus 
In .iEgypt died not. But let fi6me one baste 
And bid the Nobles bear inu> my hou^ ' 

The bridal gifts: for the whole Earth is bound 
To celebrate in one consenting hymn 
My blest esponsals with the lovely Helen* 
But go, embark upon the briny main, 
O stranger, and ns soon as^ye have paid 
All decent homage to her former iLord 
Bring back my Consort hither: that with m€ 
When ydu have feasted at our^ndpdai rite * 

You to your native mansion may retuirn, 
Or here continue in a happy: state. 

{Exit TH£OCLYMUNU.a. 
MEt^BlAUS. 
O Jove, thou mighty Father, who art call'd 
A God supreme in wisdom^ from tby Heaven 
Look down, and save us from our woes; delay not 
To aid us : for we drag the galling yoke 
Of sorrow and mischance : if ^vith t|)y finger 
Thou do but touch us, we shall soon attain. 
The fortune which we wi.^h fovy^ ^inoe the toils 
We have endur'd already are sufficient. 
Ye Gods, I now invoke you, from my mouth 
So shall ye hear full many joyful accents 
Mix'd with tli^se bitter plaints: for Tcleserve ncjt 
To be for ever ^vretclierl * but to tread 
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At length secure. O grant me this one favour. 
And make my futore life completely blest. 

lExeunt m en blaus and uslen. 

CHORUS, 

ODE, 
I. K 

Swift bjirk of Sidon, by whose dashing oars 
Divided oft, the frothy billows rise, 
Propitious be thy voyage from these shores 2 

In thy train the Dolphins play, 

O'er the deep thou lead'st the way, 
While nioiionless its placid surface lies* 

Soon as Serenity the fair. 

That azure Daughter of the Main, 

Shall in this animating strain 
Have spoken ; " To the gentle breeze of afr 

*' Expand each undulating sail, 

** Row briskly on before the gale, 
*' Ye mariners, in Perseus* («5) antient seat^ 

« Till Helen rest her wearied feet*" 
I. 9. 
Those sacred Nymphs (tE6) shall welcome thy return 
Who guard the portals of Minerva's fane i 

Or spetd the current from its murmuring urn : 

Choral dances of delight 

That prolong the jocund night, 
At Hyaciotbus' banquet shalt thou join, 

I'air stripling, whom with hickless hand 

Unweeting did Apollo slay 

At games that crown'd the festive day, 

(25) Mycene, 

{^) These two ^Irgiiii enUed Leiicip|iides received thnt bum fiwi 
being PriestesMft of Hilain and Pliocbe, tlie Dangbters of Leodppii^ 
and Wives of Castor and Pollux, who, according to Pausanias, had di- 
vme honotirs paid to fhem as m ell as to their Husbands, and a temple 
erects in the S^partan dominions. 
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Hurling his quoit on the Laconiaa strand ; 
To him Jove*d Son due hotiours paid: 
At Sparta too, (£7) that Jovely maid 

Shalt thou behold, whom there thou leftist behind^ 
Still to celibacy consigned. 

II. 1. 
O might we cleave the air, like Libyan cranes 
Who fly in ranks th' impending wintry storm ; 
When their shrill leader bids them quit the plains, 

They the veteran's voice obey. 

O'er rich harvests wing their way. 
Or where parch'd wastes th' unfruitful scene deform. 

With lengthened neck, ye feather'd race 

Who skim the clouds in social band. 

Where the seven Pleiades expand 
Their radiance, and Orion heaves bis mace. 

This joyous embassy convey 

As near Eurotas' banks ye stray ; 
That Menelaus to his subject land 

Victorious comes from Phrygia's strand. 

11. 2. 

Borne in your chariot down th' etherial height^ 
At length, ye Sons of Tyndanis, appear. 
While vibrates o'er your heads the starry light: 

Habitants of Heaven above. 

Now exert fraternal love. 
If ever Helen to your souls was dear, 

A calm o'er th* azure ocean spread. 

Bridle the tempests of the raain> 

Propitious gales from Jove obtain. 
Your Sister snatch from the Barbarian's bed: 

Commenc'd on Ida's hill, that strife, 

Embitter'd with reproach her life, 
Altho' she never view'd proud Ilion's tower 

Rear'd by Apollo's matchless power. 

(S7) Henplope. 



Digitized by 



Google 



^SO HELEN. 

theoclyMenus, messenger, CHORuk 

MESSENOBR. 
> O iKingy I have diseover'd in the palace^ 
Events roost inauspicioud : wliac fresh woes 
Is it my doleful office to relate ! 

THEOCLYMENUS. 
Say what hath h^ppen'd ? 

MESSENGER. 

Seek another Wife, 
For Helen hath departed from this realm. 
THEOCLYMENUS. 
Borne thro' the air on wingSj or with swift foot 
Treating the ground i 

MESSENGER. 
Her o'er the briny main 
From Egypt's shores, hath Menelaus wafted, 
Who came in person with a feigned account 
Of his own death. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 
O dread tjul tale! what ship 
From U^ese domains conveys her ? thou relat'st 
Tidings the most incredible. 

MESSENGER. 

The same 
You to that Stranger gave, and in one word 
To tell you all, he carries off your sailors. 
THEOCLYMENUS. . 
How is that possible ? I wish to know : 
For such an apprehension never enter'd 
My soul, as that one man could have subdued 
The numerous band of mariners, with whom 
Thou wert sent forth. 

MESSENGER. 

When from the royal mansioa 
Jove*s Daughter to the shore was borne, she trod 
With delicate and artful step, pretending 
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To wail ber Hasband^s loss, tho* be was present, 
And yet aliv^s. Bat when we reach'd the haven^ 
Sidonia'i largest vessel we haul'd forth. 
Furnished with benches^ and with fifty oars ; 
But a fresh series of incessant toil 
FoIIow'd this toil ; for while one fixM the mast, 
Another rang'd the oars^ and with his hand 
The signal gave, the sails were bound together, 
Then was the rudder, fasten'd to the stern 
With thongs, oast forth : while they observed us busied 
In such laborious task, thetSrecian comrades 
Of Menelaus to the shore advanc'd. 
Clad in their shipwreck'd vestments. Tho' their fora& 
Was graceful, yet their visages were squallid : 
But Atreus' Son, beholding their approach, 
Under the semblance of a grief that mask'd 
His treacherous purpose, in these words addressed them | 
** How, O ye wretched sailors, from what bark 
'* Of Greece that hath been wreck'd upon this coast 
'^ Are ye come hither ? will ye join with us 
'* In the funereal rites of Menelaus, 
'' Whom Tyndarus* Daughter, to an empty tomb 
'' Consigns, tho' absent?" Simulated tears 
They shed, and went aboard the ship, conveying 
The presenu to be cast into the sea 
For Menelaus. But to us these thing9 
Appeared suspicious, and we made remarks 
Among ourselves upon the numerous band 
Of our intruding passengers; but check'd 
Our tongues, from apeakbg openly, thro' deference 
To your commands. For when you to that stranger 
Trusted the guidance of the ship, you caus'd 
This dire confusion. All beside, with ease 
Had we now lodged aboard, but could not force 
The sturdy bull t' advance ; be bellowing roU'd 
His eyes around, bending his back and louring 
Betwixt his hornSj^ nor dar'd we to approach 
VOL. III. e 
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And handle hioi. But Helea's Hiuband cried ; 

*' O ye who laid Tpoy waste, will ye forget 

'^ To act like Greeks ? why scruple ye to seize 

'^ And on your youthful shoulders heave the beast 

'' Up to the rising prow, a welcome victim 

*' To the deceased f' His falchion, as he spoke. 

The warrior drew. His summons they obeyed, 

Seiz'd the stout bull, and carried him aboud : 

But Menelaus stroked the horse's neck 

And face, and with this gentle usage led him 

Into the bark. At length when all its freight 

The vessel had received ; with graceful foot 

Helen, the steps ascending, took her seat 

On the mid deck ; and Menelaus near her. 

E'en he whd they pretended was no more. 

But some on the right side, and on the left 

Others in equal numbers, man to man 

Oppos'd, their station took, their swords coboealing 

Beneath their gfirments. We distinctly heard 

The clamorous sailors animate each other 

To undertake the voyage. But from land 

When a convenient distance we had steer'd. 

The pilot ask'd this question ; '^ Shall we sail, 

" O stranger, any forther from the coast, 

'' Or is this right i for 'tis my task to guide 

'* The vessel." He reply'd ; *^ Enough for me." 

Then seiz'd with his right band the falchion, leap'd 

Upon the prow, and standing o'er the bull 

The victim, (without mentioning the name 

Of any Chief deceas'd; but as be drove 

The weapon thro' his neck) thus pray'd ; *' O Neptijine 

'' Who in the ocean dwell'st, and 3*e chaste Daughtera 

•' Of Nereus, to the NaupHan shore convey 

''Me and my Consort, from this hostile land, 

*' In safety." But a crimson tide of blood. 

Auspicious to the stranger, stained the waves;. 

And someexclaim'd; *' There's treachery in this Voyage, 
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'^ Let us sail homewards^ issue thy commands^ 

'' And turn the rudder.*' But the son of Atreus, 

Who had just slain the bull^ to bis companions 

Call'd loudly ; " Why delay, O ye the flower 

^' Of Greece^ to smite, to slaughter those Barbarians, 

'' And cast them from the ship into the waves V 

But to your sailors our commander spoke 

A different language ; ** Will not some of yoo 

'' Tear up a plank, or with a shattered bench, 

" Or ponderous oar, upon the bleeding beads 

" Of those andacioos foreigners oar foea, 

'' Impress the ghastly wound V But on their ftet 

All now stood up ; our hands with nautio poles 

Were arm'd, and theirs with swords : a tide of slaughter 

Ran down the ship. But Helen from the poop 

Thct Greeks encourag'd ; " Where is the renown 

'^ Ye gain'd at Troy i display 'gainst these Barbarians 

'* The same undaunted prowess * In their haste ^ 

Pull many fell, some rose again, the rest 

^ight you have seen stretch'd motionless in death. 

But Menelaus> sheath^ in glittering mail. 

Wherever his confederates he descried 

Hard pressed, rushM thither with his lifted sword. 

Driving us headlong from the lofty deck 

Into the waves, and forc*d your mariners 

To quit their oars. But the victorious King 

Now seized the rudder, and to Greece deelar'd 

He would convey the ship : they hoisted up 

The stately mast; propitious breezes came ; 

They left the land : but I from death escapiag, 

Let myself gently down into the waves 

Borne on the cordage which suataicrs the anchor ; 

My strength began to fail, when some kind hand 

Threw forth a rope, and brought me saife* asbcve. 

That I to you these tidings might convey^ 

There's nought more beneflcial to mankind 

Than wise distrust 

g2 
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CHORUS. 
I never eould have tbougdt 
That Menelaus who was here, O Kiog, 
Could have impo<*d so grossly or on jou 
Or upon us. 

TH£OCLYMENUS« 
Wretch that I am, ensnared 
By woman's treacherous arts ! the lovely Bride 
I bop*d for, hath escap'd me. If the ship 
Could be o'ertaken by our swift pursuit. 
My wrongs would urge me with vindictive hand 
To seize the strangers. . But I now will punisb 
That Sister who betray'd me ; in my house 
Who when she saw the Spartan Menelaus, 
Informed me not 3 she never sbaU deceive 
Another man by her prophetic voice* 
CHORUS. 
Ho ! whHber, O my Sovereign, would you go. 
And for what bloody purpose i 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

Where the voice 
Of rigid Jostice summons me. Ketire> 
And stand aloof« 

CHORUS. 
Yet will not I let loose 
Your garment ; for you hasten to commit 
A deed most mischievous. 

THEOCLYMENU& 

Would'st thou^ a slave. 
Govern thy Lord? 

CHORUS* 
Here reason's on my 8ide« 
THEOCLYMENUS. 
That shall not I allow, if ihou refuse 
To quit thy hold. 

CHORUS. 
I will not then release yo«r 
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THEOCLYM£NUS« 
To slay thai worst of Sisteif* 
CHORUSl 

That mo$t pious, 

TH£OCLYM£^US. 
Her who betray'd me, 

CHORUS. 

Glorious was the fraud 
That caog'd so just a deed. 

•THEOCLYMENUS. 

When she bestowed 
My Consort on another, 

CHORUS, Vj' 

On the man 
Who bad a better claim — 

THEOCLYMENUS. 

But who is Lord 
Of what belongs to me ? 

CHORUS. 

Who from her Sire 
Keceiy'd her. * 

THEOCLYMENUS. ' '^ 

She by Fortune was bestow'd 
On me. 

CHORUS. 
3ut ta^en away again by Fate. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 
Thou hast no right to judge of my affairs. 

CHORUS. 
If I but speak to give you better couusel». 

THEOCLYMENUS. 
I am 'thy subject then, and not thy King. 

CHORUS. 
For having acted piously, your Sister 
1 vindicate. 

THEOCLYMENUS, 

Thou seem -St to, wish for death. 
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CHORUS. 

Kill me. Your Sister yofu with my con«ent 
Shall never slay ; I rather would yield up 
My life on her behalf. It is most glorioas 
To geuerojas servanu for their lords to die, 

CASTOR ANP POLLUX, THEOCLYMENUS, 
CHORUS. 

CASTOR AND POLLUX. 
Restrain that ire that hurries thee away 
Beyond the bounds of reason^ O thou King 
Of Egypt's realn^ ; and listen to the voice 
Of us twin sons oJF Jove, whom Leda bore 
Together with that Helen who is fled 
From thy abodes. Thou rashly hast indulged 
Thine anger, for the loss of her whom Fate 
Ne'er destinM to thy bed. Nor bath thy Sister 
Theonoe, from th' immortal Nereid fpruug. 
To thee done any injury ; she reveres 
The Gods, and her great Father's just behests. 
For till th^ present hour, was it ordain'd 
That Helen in thy palace should reside: 
But when Troyfs walls y/ftve from their basiy torn. 
And she had to the rival Goddesses 
Fumisb'd her nam^, do longer was it fit 
That she should for thy puptials be detained. 
But to her antient hot/xe return, and dwell 
With her firat Husband. In thy Sister's breast 
Forbear to plunge the Swordj and be coovinc'd 
That she in this affair hath acted wisely. 
We long ere this our Sister bad preserv'd, 
Since Jove hath made us Gods, but were too weak 
At once to combat the behests of Fate, 
And the immortal Powers, who had ordain'd 
That these events should happen. This to thee, 
OTheocIymenus, I speak. These words 
Next to my lovely Sister^ I address ; 
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Sail with your Husband, for a prosperous breeze 

Your voyage shall attend. We your protectors 

And your twin Brothers, on oar courseis borne 

Over the waves, will guide you to your country, 

But after you have finished life's career. 

You shall be call'd a GcAddiess, shall partakfs 

With us the rich oblations, and receive "• 

The gifts of men : for thus hath Jove decreed. 

But where the son of Maia plac'd you first, 

When he bad borne you from the Spartan realm, 

And form'd by stealth from the aerial mansions 

An image of your person, to prevent 

Paris from wedding you, there is an isFe 

(28) Near the Athenian realm, which men shall call 

Helen in future times, because that spot 

Received you, when in secrecj- convey'd 

From Sparta. The Heavens also have ordain'd 

The wanderer Menelnus shall reside 

Among the happy islands. For the Gods 

To those of nobler minds no hatred bear; 

At their command tho' grievous toil await 

The countless multitude. 

THEOCLYMENUS. 
Ye sons of Jove 
And Leda, I the contest will decline 
Which I at first so violently urg'd. 
Hoping your lovely Sister to obtain. 
And my own Sister's life resolve to spare i 
Let Helen to her native shores return. 
If .'tis the will of Heaven : but be assured. 
The same high blood ye spring from with the best 
And chastest Sister : hail then, for the sake 
Of Helen with a lofty soul endued. 
Such as in female bosoms seldpm dwells. 

(28) ^ The island here i^ken of is Cruae, dtoatcd at a small dis- 
^ tance off the promontory of Snmam." Barnes. See Komer 11. 
l* 3. V. 445 ^ and Stnbo, p. 399, ed. Puis, 1620. 
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CHORUS. 
A thpusaQcl shapes our varying Fatei as^m^ ; 
The Go4« perfiDrm what least we could expects 
And oft the things for wl^icb we fondly hop*d 
Come not to pass : but Heaven still finds a clue 
To guide our steps thro' life's perplexing maze« 
^ad tbi|s doth this impoilant businefsj en0« 
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M«M ardin lemper 
A pii«m, ten-^m ^ JAin fttls;eliiil in ennii 
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PERSONS OF THE DRAMA* . 

MERCURY. 

ION, 

CHORUS OF CREUSA'S FEMALE ATTENDANTS. 

CREUSA. 

XUTHUS. \ 

OLD MAN. 

SERVANT OF CREUSA. 

PYTHIAN PRIESTESS. 

MINERVA. 

SCENE — THE VESTIBULE OF APOLLO'S TEMPLE AT 
DELPHI. 
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MERCURY. 

J!>Y a (I) celestial dame, was he who bears 
On brazen shoulders the incnmbent load 
Of yonder starry heaven, where dwell the Gods 
From antient times, illustrious Atlas, Sire 
To Maia, and from her I, Hermes, spring, 
The faithful messenger of mighty Jore. 
Now to this land Of Delphi am I come, 
Where, seated on the centre of the world. 
His oracles, Apollo, to mankind 
Disclosesi ever channting both events ' 
Present and those to come. X)f no small note 
In Greece, there is a city which derives 
Its name from Pallas, by her golden spear 
Distinguished ; Phoebos in this realm compressed 
With amorous violence Erectheus' daughter, 
Creusa, underneath those craggy rocks 
North of Minerva's citadel, the kings 
Of Athens call them Macra. She endured. 
Without the knowledge of her Sire (for such 
Was the God's will), the burden of her womb : 
But at the stated time, when in the palace 

(1) ** The Bsme of Uie godden ma Pleione, danghter of Oceanus and 
^ Tethys. She married Atlas, and bore him seven daughters, caUed the 
^ Pfeuides; Sterope, ivlwhad an amoar with Mars; Alcyone and Ce- 
« keno, wKh Neptme ; Electra, Taygeta, and Maia, the mother of 
** Mepettry, ttftb Jvpitcr; bnt the serenth, called Merope, mariled 
^ Slsyplnn.'* BAmm.*— Ovid says of the Pleiades, in his Fasti, septem 
did sex tames esse solent ; and supposes that Electra, the mother of 
Dardaans, coaeealed hersrif, because she could not endure to behol^ 
the dreadful spectacle of Trtry m mius. 
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She had brought forth a son, she to that cave, 

Where she th* embraces of the God had known, 

Convey'd and left the child, to death exposed. 

Lodged in the hollow of an orbed chest. 

Observant of the customs handed down 

By her progenitors, and Ericthonius, 

That earth-born monqrch qf her pative land. 

Whom Palhis, daughter of imperial Jove, 

Placing two watchful dragons for his guard, 

To the three (2) damsels from Agraulos sprung 

Entrusted* Hence, among Erectheus' race. 

E'en from those times, ap usage hath prevailed 

Of nurturing, 'midst serpents wrought in gold. 

Their tender progeny. Creusa left. 

Wrapt round her infant, whom she thus to death 

Ahandon'd, ^11 the ornaments she had. 

The^n this request, on my fraternal love 

Depending, Phoebus urg\l : ** My Prother, go 

** To thckse blest children of their native soil, 

^^ The fam'd Atheniaus (for full well thou know^t 

** Minerva^s city), from the hollow rock 

^' Taking this new-horn infant, and the chest 

'' In which he lies with fillets swath'd aroundj^ 

" Convey to my oracular abode, 

" And place him in the entrance of my fane: 

'^ What stiil is left undone, my care shall add ; 

*' For knaw he is my son. 1, to confer 

A kindness on my brother Phcabus, bore 

The wicker chest away ; and having op'd 

It9 cover that the infant might be seen^ 



(S) '< Apollodonu rel^tet, that Agrauloi was the wife of Gecraps, 
^ and had tliree daughters, Aglanros, Hene, and P^ndrotoe, trho ai% 
" nifficjcdtly known from the account given of thefn by Ovid, Met; 
«< 14b. ii, Y* 722—8312. The Athenian women 9wpre by Agraulos, Aris- 
^ tophane^, Tbesmoph. v. 540. Many, even of the antient writers^ 
'' confound her with her daughter Aghuvos, particnlarly Hevf chins, 
« under tlie article Ay>mjpsS Dr. Mitsgravb* 
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Just at the threshold aP this teitiple Iddg'd. 

But when the fiery coursers of the Sun 

Rush'd from heaven's eastern gate in swift careei^i 

Bntering the mansion whence the God deals forth 

His oracles, a priestess on the child 

Fix'd her indignant eyes, and wonder'd much 

What shameless nymph of Delphi could presuow 

By stealth to introduce her spurious brood 

Into Apollo's house. She was inclin'd 

At first to oast him from the sacred threshold i 

Buty by compassion mov'd, the cruel deed 

Forbore, and, with paternal love, the God 

Aided the child, nor from his hallow'd maasioii 

Allowed him to be banished : him she took 

And nurtured, tbo' she knew not from what mother 

He sprung^ or that Apollo was his Sire. 

To both his parents too the boy himself 

Remained a stranger : while be yet was youngs 

Around the blazing altars, whence he fed< 

Playful he roam'd i but after he attained 

Maturer years, the Delphic citizens, 

(5) As guardian of the treasures of the God, 

Employed, and found him faithful to his trusti 

Still in this fane he leads an holy life« 

IVf eanwhiie Creusa, who the infant bore^ 

Wedded to Xutbus : fortune this event 

Thus brought to pass ; a storm of war burst forth 

Twixt the Athenian race and them who dwell 

(3) Milton's freqaent imitatioiis of £arii>ide8 have been pointed out bf 
Tariom commentatora ; in one of liis Latin poems addressed to Mr. Mm 
Bouse, keeper of the Bodleian Library at O.sforti^ he evidently alliidef 
to the above passage ; 

Qnaestorque pa» nobifioris 

Uuam cui pnefuit Ion 

Clams Erechtheidcs, 

Opulenta Dei per tenpla parentis, 

Fulvooque tripodas, donaque Delphica 

Ion Actaei genitus Creosft, t, 5^«-^« 
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In Chalcisj on Eubooa^s stonny coast. 
In concert with the former having toil'd. 
And join*d in the destraction of their foes, 
A royal bride, Creusa^ he obtain'd^ 
Tho' not >n Athens but Achaia born. 
The son of JEolus, who spping from Jove : 
He and his Consort have been childless long, 
^nd therefore to these oracles of Phcebus 
Are come in quest of issue. This event 
The Ood hath caus'd to happen, nor forgets 
His son, as some suppose ; for be, on XuthuSj 
Will, at his entering this prophetic dome, 
Freely bestow, and call the striplihg his ; 
That, when he comes to the maternal house, 
Creosa may acknowledge him she bore. 
While her amour with PhcBbus rests conoeal'dj 
And this her son obtains th' inheritance 
Of his maternal ancestors : thro' Greece 
Th' immortal father bath decreed his son 
Shall be call'd Ion, the illustrious founder 
(4) Of Asiatic realms. But I must go 
Among the laurel's shadowy groves, and learn 
From this young prophet, what the Fates ordain ; 
For I behold Apollo's son come forth. 
To hang the branches of the verdant bay 
Before the portals of the fane. Now first 
Of all the Gods I hail him by his name. 
The name of Ion which he soon shall bear. 

lExii MBRCURT. 

ION. 
Now the resplendent chariot of the Sun 
Shines o'er the earth : from its etherial fires^ 

(4) ^ Ion, the son of ApoUo, or of Xvlfans and Oreon, led odoolet 
^ of Atlienians into Asa, which colonies were from fab nnne ceUed 
** Ionia. But the thirteen ciHes of Ionia were these, Ephesnt, Mfletas, 
** Myus, Prien^, Colophon, Teas, Lesbos, Erytfarv, Phocva, Oaso- 
** nien6, CfaiiM, Samoa, Smyrna. See Uie word) hmmM Snidaa, and 
*^ SteplHums Byiantfanis." Babmis. 
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Beneath the veil of sacred night, the stars 

Conceal themselves. Parnassus' cloven ridge, 

Too steep for human footsteps to ascend. 

Receives the lustre of its orient beams^ 

And thro' the world reflects them; while the smoke 

Of fragrant myrrh ascends Apolfo's roof; 

The Delphic Priestess on the holy tripod 

Now takes her seal, and to the listening sons 

Of Greece, those truths in mystic notes unfolds. 

With which the Gods inspire her labouring breast. 

But, O ye Delphic ministers of Phoebus, 

Now to Castalia's silver fount repair. 

And when ye have performed the due ablutions^ 

Enter the temple, let no word escape 

Your lips, of evil omen, mildly greet 

Each votary, and expound the oracles 

In your own native language. But the toib 

Which I from childhood to the present hour 

Have exercised, with laureat sprays and wreaths 

Worn at our high solemnities, to cleanse 

The vestibule of Pbcebos, I repeat. 

Sprinkling the pavement with these lustral dropt. 

And with my shafts will I repel the flocks 

Of birds who taint the offerings of the God. 

For like a friendless orphan, who ne'er knew 

A mother't or a father's foatering oare. 

In Phcebus shrine which Burtor'd me, I serve. 

ODE. 

I. 
In recent verdure ever gay. 
Hail, O ye scions of the bay, 

Which sweep ApoHo'^ fane ; 
Cropt from the Gods adjacent bowers. 
Where lills bedew the vernal flowers, 
And with perpetual streams refresh the plain ; 
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The sacred myrtle here is founds 
Whose branches o'er the consecrated ground 

I wave, as daj by day ascends 
The Sun with rapid wing. 

Waking to toil which never ends. 
And zealous in the service of my King. 
O Psean, Paean, from Latona sprung, 

l^till may'st thou flourish bleat and young ! 

IL 

My labotifs with renown shall meet ) 

O Phcebus, the prophetic seat 
Revering, at thy fane 

A joyful minister 1 stand. 

Serving with an officious hand 
No mortal, but the blest immortal train* 

Nor by these glorious toils oppresi 
Am 1 ignobly covetous of rest ; 

For dread Apollo is my Sire } 
To him to him I owe 

My being, nurtured in his choir. 
And in the fostering God a Father know. 
O PsBan, Psean, from Latona sprung. 

Still may*8t thou flourish blest and young f 

But from thia painful task will I desist, 

And with the laurel cease to sweep the ground; 

Next, from a golden vase, is it my office 

To pour the waters of Castalia's fount 

Sprinkling its lustrel drops : for I am free 

From lust and its pollutions. May I serve 

Apollo ever thus, or cease to serve him 

When I some happier fortune shall attain! 

3ut, ha! the birds are here, and leave their nests 

Upon Parnassus; wing not to this dome 

Your flight, and on the gilded battlements 

Forbear to perch. My arrows shall transpierce thee^ 

Htrald of Jove, O thou^ whose booked beak 
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Sabdues the might of all the feathered tribes. 

But lo another comes ! the Swan bis course 

Steers to the altar. Wilt thou not retire 

Hence 'with those purple feet? Appllo's lyre, . 

In concert warbling with thy dulcet strains 

Shall not redeem thee from my bow : direct 

Thy passage to the Delian lake, obey, 

Or streaming blood shall interrupt thy song. 

But what fresh bird approaches? would she build 

Under these pinnacles a nest to hold 

Her callow brood i Soon shall the whizzing shaft 

Repel thee. Wilt ibou not comply? Where Aipheus 

Winds thro' the chai^nel'd rocks his passage, go. 

And rear thy twittering progeny, or dwell 

Amid the Isthmian groves, that Phoebus' gift^ 

And temples no defilement may receive. 

For I am loth to take away your lives. 

Ye winged messengers, who to mankind 

Announce the will of the celestial Powers. 

But I on Phoebus must attend, performing 

The task assign'd me wiih unweaiied zeal. 

And minister lo those who give me food* 

CHORUS, ION. 

CHORUS. 

Tis not in Athens only that the fane 
Where duteous homage to the Gods is paid, . 
Or altar for Agyian Phoebus reared 
With many a stately column is adorn'd ; 
But in these mansions of Latona's son 
from those (5) twin Deities portray 'd there beams 
An equal splendor on the dazzled sight. 

(5) Brodsiu interprets Jt^Awy ^foffwwm, tbe portraitfl of the twin 
Deities, Apollo and Diana. Barnes and CarmeUi think the anthor is 
here .speaking of the sight of our two eyes; Dr. Musgrave interprets it 
as spoken of the two fronts of tlie temple. The first of these construc- 
tions appeared to me to claim the preference. For the distribution of the 
succeeding diahigue, I am chiefly indebted to Dr. Musgrave. 
VOL. 111. H 
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SEMICHORtJS 1. 
See there Jove*s (G) son, vrho with his goMeo AdchtjM 
Slays the LerD8eAn Hydra; O nij fiieodj 
Observe him wcH. 

SEMICHORUS n. 
I do. 

SEMicHonrs l 

Another standa 
Beside him brandishing a kindled torch. 
SEMICHORUS II. 
He whose exploits I on my woof descriVd t 

SBMTICHORXTS I. 
The noble lolaus, who sustained 
Alcides* shield, and in those glorions toih 
Was the sole partner with the son of Jove. 
(7) Him also mark who on a winged steed 
Is seated, how with forceful arm he smites 
The triple-form'd Cbimaera breathing fire.. 
SEMICHORUS U. 
With thee these eyes retrace each varied seefie. 

SEMICHORUS L 
Look at the Giants' conflict with the Oods 
D^pictur'd on the w^. 

SEMICBORUg IL 

There, there, rayfriend*. 
SEMICHORUS I. 
Behold'st thou her who 'gainst Enceladus 
The dreadful .^Igis brandishes? 

SEMICHORUS IL 

I see 

Pallas my Goddeas. 

SEMICHORUS L 
And the forked flrnnes^ 

(6) Hercules, Who, thougli not bom till near two hmidred fetn aftei' 
lou, IN again mentioned in thto Trajjcdy as hating consecrated to ApoUf 
the tapestry he fJHmd among tlie spoils of tlie Amazooi. 

(7) Be1Ierq>hon riding on Pegasus. 
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With which th' impetuq^B Uiuaderbolt descends 
Hojrrd from fA^ «kies by Joye's ttnening arm i 

SEMICHORUS IL 
t see, I see : its livid fliuihes smite 
Mimas the fo^, «iad with bis pliaat thgrjrsos 
Another earth-bom monster Bacfdias alays, 
qooftus. 
On thee I aA\, O thou who in this Amc 
Art stationed : is it lawful to lylvance 
Into the inmpst ftaoctiiary's reoess 
With our feet bar« i 

iosr. 
This cannot be allowed. 
Ye foreign Oamts. 

CHQftUS. 

Wik thou .n»t mumer me i 

ION. 

What inform^tkkti ir«sb yeio reoeitej 
GHQRU8. 

Spyi '» u tvue t^ Pboahus^ temple stands 
On the wotJfXi^ owter i 

ION. 

lis «i*b ganlaada ^eded, \ 
And Gorgo«» nr^flae'd round tt. 

So fame tells* 

If ye b«fpre these fpdals have with fife 
Consumed the sfiked oatisa, and. wish to know 
Aught from Afiolkw to this altar 4same ; 
But enter npt tbe tfwftk's drtad recess 
Till sheep are sacrificed. 

CBORUS. 

I compiehend tjbce; 
Nor will we bveaic the God's establiA'd laws. 
But with the pictures which are here without 
Amuse our eyes. 
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ION. 
Ye may survey them all 
At leisure. 

CHORUS. 
Hither have our rulers sent us^ 
The sanctuary of Phoebus to behold* 

ION. 
Inform me to what household ye belong. 

CHORUS. 
Minerva's city is the place where dwell 
Our sovereigns— But lo she herself appears 
To whom the questions thou hast ask'd relate. 

CREUSA, ION, CHORUS. 

ION. 
Thy countenance^ whoe'er thou be, O woman. 
Proves thou art noble, and of gentle manners : 
For by their looks we fail not to discern 
Those of exalted Birth. But with amazement. 
Closing those eyes, thou strik'st me, and with tears^ 
Largely bedewing those ingenuous cheeks^ 
Since thou hast seen Apollo^s holy fane. 
Whence can such wayward grief arise ? The sight 
Of this auspicious sanctuary, which gives 
Delight to others^ causes thee to weep. 

CREUSA. 
Stranger, you well may wonder at my tears. 
For since I view'd these man^ons of the God^ 
I have been thinking of a past event ; 
And tho' myself inckeed am here, my soul 
Remains at home. O ye u^ibappy Dames ! 
O most audacious outrages committed 
By the immortal Gods! to whom for justice 
Can we appeal, if thrrf the wrongs of those 
Who rule the world with a despotic power 
We perish i 
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ION. 
. What affliction unreveaUd 
Makes thee despond ? 

CREUSA. 
None. I have dropt the subject. 
What follows^ I suppress^ nor most you seek 
To learn aught farther. 

ION. 
But say, who thou art. 
Whence cam'st thou^ in what region wert thou bom^ 
And by what name must we dtstinguish/thee? 

CREUSA. 

Creusa is my name, my Sire Erectheus^ 
In Atbens first I drew my vital breath. 

ION. 
O thou in that fam'd city who resid'st^ 
And by illustrious parents hast been nurtured. 
How much do I revere thee I * 

CREUSA. 
^ I thus far 

But in nought else am blest. 

ION. 

I by the Gods 
Conjure thee, answer, if the world s(^eak truth. 
CREUSA. 
What question's this you would propose, O sttanger ? 
I wish to learn. 

ION. 

Sprung the Progenitor 
Of thy great Father from the teeming earth f 
^ CREUSA. 

Thence Ericthonius— But my noble race 
Avails me not. 

ION. 
And did Minerva rear 
The warrior from the ground? 



Digitized by 



Google 



109 ION« 

CREUSA. 

With firgiD ftrmi. 
For she was not bis Mother. 
ION. 

Of the child 
Disposing us in pictures 'tis descrrb'd t 
CREUSA, 
To Cecrops' daughters him she gave for nurture> 
With strict injunctions never ta behold him* 

ION. 

I hear those virgins op*d the wicker tsfaesC 
In which the Goddess lodg'd him. 
CREUSA* 

Hence their doom 
Was death, and with their gore they stain'd the rock* 

ION. 
Jjtt that too pass. But is this nimoor tme^ 
Or groundless i 

Wbat*s your question ? for with leisul^ 
J am not overburdened. 

ION. 

Did Erectheus, 
(8) Thy lioyil &ther^ sacrifice thy %met%i 
CRSUBA. 
He fear'd not in his country's cause to slay 
Those virgins. 

(8) ApoDodonu give* the fdlowkig acooiAit of Erf cthem* sacrifl^ 
cinghMdaii^itGlrs: << Avar breaking «ot betWeeii the AltaufcB aa?| 
'* Eleonoiaag, Eumolpos, the Son of Neptnne and Cbion^, came to tii^ 
^ asastance of tJie latter with a large body of Thiaciaa troops. Eree-» 
f* theiis in this emergency consulted &e oracle, kiki teceived fUr aq- 
^* swer, that the Athenians should prove victorions^ If lietfeMd \^ 
^ one of his daughters for a victim ; npon which he sacrificed the yonog^ 
** est, and the others slew themselves, having, as some say, sworn to 
'^ perish by eaeb otiier's hands. After tlie sacrifice a battle was fought, 
f* \n which Erectbeus slew Eumdlpts.* h, iii, c. 14^ 's. 4. 
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ION. 

By what means didst thou alone 
Of all thy sisters 'aoape i 

CR£U9A* 

A new-born infant, 
I still was in my mother's anas. 

ION. 

Di4Bavlh 

Indeed expand her jaws^ and swallow up 
Thy Father ?• 

CREU9A. 
Neptune with his trident smote 
And slew him. 

tt)N. 

Is the spot on which he died 
CairdMacraf 

CREUSA. 
For what reason do yon ask 
This question i To my memory what a seenc 
Have you recalFd ! 

iOK. 
Doth not tlie Pythian God 
Revere* and with his radiant beams adorn. 
That blest abode ? 

I CBf^lDBA. 

Revere! bm whiat fcave I 
To do with that? Ah, wottM to heaven I ne'er 
Had seen the place ! 

ION. 
What then ! dost thou abhor 
What Pl^o^bns holds most deaiv? 
CREUSA. 

Not thus, O stranger) 
Tho' I know somewhat base that has been done 
Under those caverns. 

^ ION, 
What Albeniao Lni, 
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Receiv'd thy plighted hand ?. 

CREUSA. 

No citizen 
Of Athens; but a sojourner, who came 
Out of another country. 

ION. 

Who? he sure 
Was of some noble lineage ? 

CREUSA. 

Xuthus, sour 
Of JEolus^ who sprung from Jove, 

ION. 

How gain'd 
This foreigner the hand of thee, a native? 
CREUSAl 
Euboea is a region on the confines 
Of Athens. 

ION. 
With the briny deep between. 
As fame relates. 

CREUSA. 
Those bulwarks he laid waste, 
With Cecrops* race a comrade in the war. 

ION. 
He thither came perhaps as an ally. 
And afterwai[ds obtained thee for bis bride. 
' CREUSA. 
In me the dower of battle, and the prize 
Of his victorious spear, did he receive. 

ION. 
Alone, or with thy Husband, art thou coine 
These oracles to visit ? 

CREUSA. 
With my Lord : 
But to (9) Trophonius' cavern he is gone. 

** (9) Of this Trophonius and his ca*e, which is become proverbial, Nice- 
" phorus GregorefSy in li&Scfaolift upon b^tieaas on Dreams, gives the fol 
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ION. 

As a spectator only, or i' explore 
The mystic will of Fate ? 

' CREUSA. 

He hopes to gaifi 
from him and from Apollo one response. 

ION.' 
Seek ye the general fruit earth's bosom yields. 
Or children ? 

CKEU6A. 
Wetare childless^ tho* fall long 
Have we been wedded. 

ION. 
Hast thoa never known 
The pregnant mother's throes.^ Art thou then barren? 

" lowing account : ^ There was a certain inan i^Sunetl Troplioniitf , a Seer 
** by profession, who, tbrougli vaingkiry, entering a cave, and ttiere hiding 
** himself, ended his lifeu Bat the cave, *tis said, utters oracles to those 
« who enter and ask que-stions on any subject. "The <sitnation is thus de-* 
** scribed by Strabo, in bis Boeotica, p. 414. ' At Lebatha is flie oracle of 
** Jupiter TYophonius, witii a passa^ into tlie boweU of the earth, wliich 
^* it is necessary for tbo«e who consul^ tliQ oracie to descend : it is sttoated 
" between Helicon and Clueronea, near Coronea.* Tliis also is to be re- 
** marked in regard to Uie cave of Trophoniiis, < that there was onie 
*^ fountam there called Lethe, whose waters were to be drank by fliose 
** who were descending, that they miglit forget all they had previovt^ 
*' seen ; and another called Mnemosnn^, a draught of which impressed 
*^ on their memory all they were about to behold in those subterraneons 
** rei,dons." Barnes — Pausanias, fforii whose Bdbotica, p. 790, ed. 
Kuhnii, the hitter part of the above note is ^tradted, aays, that 
Trophonios was the son of Ergiiras^ kiyg of the Minyje, or, according 
lo some, of Apollo. . He and his brother Agamedes were celebrated 
architects, and constructed an edilice, in which Hyrcius lodged liis 
treasures ; bavins: piaoed a stone in the wall, so that tlicy coultf remove ft 
■when tliey pleased, they committed frequent robberies there nudiscovered ; 
but upon Agamedes being caught in a snare, Tropbouiu^ cut olF his 
brother's head, lest he sliould discover his accomphce : tlie ninrdcrer 
was soon after swallowed up in a chasm of the earth. The account 
Pansanias gives of Tropbonius-8 eave, and the ceremonies observed by 
those who went to coaoih the orade dietCi is very long and minute. 
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CREUSA. 
Phoebus well knows I am without a sod, 

ION, 
O wretched womaQi who in all beside 
Art prosperous : Fortune bere^ alas, deserts thee4 

CR£»JSA, 

But who are you ? How happy do I de^m 
Your mother I 

ION. 

An attendant on the God 
They call me ; and, O woman, tnok I atp, 
CR£XJSA« 

Sent from your city as a votive gift^ 
Or by some master sold i 

lON^ 
I know this only^ 
That I am call'd AfxiUo'a. 

CR£U8A. 

In return, 
I too, O stranger^ pity your hard fate. 

ION. 

Because I know not either of my parents. 

CREUSA. 
Beneath this fane, or some more lowly dom^ 
Reside you? 

ION. 
This whole temple of the God 
Is my abode, here sleep L 

CRETTSA. 

While an infant. 
Or since your were a stripling, came you hither > 

ION. 
The persons who appear to know the truth. 
Assert I was a child. 

CREUSA* 
What Delphic nurse 
Performed a mother's office i 
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ION. 

I ne'er dung 
To aay breast <-^Sb« tf^frr'd nte* 

Hapless youth 
Wh© reiir'd y«o f bow hav6 I discoret'd woc« 
Which equal those I suffer ! 

ION. 

Phoebus* Priestes^ 
Whom as my real paother I esteem. 
CREtJSA, 
But how were you supported till yon reachM 
Maturer years i 

ION. 
I at the altar fed^ 
And on the bpunty of each casual guest. 
CREMA, 
Whoe'er «he was, your mother wire was wetcbed, 

ION. 

Perhaps td me some woman owes her shame. 

CREUSA. 
But say, what wealtli you have? for you are drest 
Jn a becoming garb. 

ION. 
I lam adom'd 
With these rich vestments by the Gkwl I serre. 

CREUSA. 
Bid you make no researches to discover 
Yojir parents ? 

ION. 
I have not the slrghtest clue 
To guide my steps. 

CttEUSA. 
Alas, another d%ime 
l^ke sufferings with your mother hath endur'd. 

ION. 
Whp? tellmp. Thy assisfia«ce wouM'st thou give, 
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I should rejoice indeed. 

CREUSA. 
She for whose sake 
I hither came before my Lord arrive. 

ION. 
Wliat are thy wishes in which I can serve thee ? 

CREUSA. 

' I would obtain an oracle from Phoebus 
In private. 

ION. 
Name it: for of all beside 
Will I take charge, 

CREUSA. 
Now to my words attend—- 
Yet shame restrains me. 

ION. 
Then wilt thou do nothing : 
For Shame's a Goddess not for action form'd. 
CREUSA. 
One of my friends informs me^ that by Phoebus 
' She was embrac'd. 

ION. 
A woman by Apollo ! 
Use not such language, O thou foreign Dame. 
CREUSA. 

And that without the knowledge of her Sire, 
She bore the God a son. 

ION. 

This cannot be; 
Her modesty forbids her to confess 
What mortal wronged her. 

CREUSA. 

No ; she suffered all 
That she complains of, iho' her tale be wretched. 

ION. 
In what respect, if by the bonds of love 
She to the God was join'd I 
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CREU8A. 

The son she bore 
5he also did cast forth. 

ION. 
Where is the boy 
Who was cast forth, doth he behold the light? 
CREUSA. 
None knows; and for this cause would I consult 
The oracle. 

ION. 
But if he be no more. 
How died he ? 

CREUSA. 
Much she fears the beasts devour'd 
Her wretched child. 

ION. 
What proof hath she of this? 
CREUSA. 
She came whete she expos'd, and found him not. 

ION. 
Did any drops of blood distain the path ? 

CREUSA. 
None, as she says ; although full long she searched 
Around the field. 

ION. 
But since that hapless boy 
Perish'd, how long is it ? 

CREUSA. 
Were he yet living, 
'His age would be the same with yours. 

ION. 

•The God 
Hath wrong'd her, yet the mother must be wretched. 
CREUSA. 
Since that hath she produced no other child. 

ION. 
But what if Phoebus bore away by stealth 
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His son, and nurtur'd him i 

CRE15SA. 

He acts nnjusttj^ 
Alone enjoying what to both belongs. 

ION. 

Ah me ! such fortune bearsi a close resemblance^ 
To my calamity, 

CRfeUSA. 
I make no doubt^ 
O stranger, but your miserable mother 
Wishes for j'ou. 

ION. 
Revive not piteous thoughts 
By me forgotten.' 

CREUSA. 

I my questions cease; 
Now finish your reply. 

ION, 
Art thou aware 
In what resp^t thoti hast unwisely spoken i 

Can augh^ but gcief attend that wretched dame?- 

ION. 
How is it probable theXxod should publish 
By an oracuWt t^onsCf the fact 
He wishes to conceal i 

]f h^ff he sit 
Upon his public tripod to which Gieece 
Hath free access. 

ION. '. 

He blushes 91 the deed; 
Of him make no enquiries. 

CSeUAA* 

The poor sufferer 
Bewails htfr fortunes. 
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ION. 

No presumpttiiOtis seer 
To thee this mystery will disolose : for Phoebut 
Iq his own temple with such baseness cbarg'd^ 
Jastly would pnnish him who should expound 
To thee the oracle. Depart, O woman ; 
For of th' immortal Powers we must not speak 
With disrespect. This were the utmost pitch 
Of frenzy should we labour to extort 
From the unwilling Gods those bidden troths 
They mean not to disclose, by slaughter'd sheep 
Before iheb altars, of the flight of birds. 
If 'gainst Heaven's will we strive to reach down UessiDgs^ 
In our possession they become a curse: 
But what the Gods spontaueously confer 
Is beneficial. 

CHORUS. 
In a thousand forms, 
A thousand various woes o'erwhehn mafnlrind ? 
But life can scarce aflbrd one happy scene. 
CREUSA. 
Elsewhere as well as here art thou unjust 
To her, O Phcebus, who tho' absent speaks 
By me. For thou liast not preserved thy "Son 
Whom thou wert bound to save ; nor wilt thou ansWet 
His Mother^ questions. Prophet as thou art: 
That, if he be no more, there may a tomb 
For hrm be heap'd ; or haply if he live, 
She may at length behold her dearest child. 
But now no more of this, if me the God 
Forbid to ask what most I wish to know. 
Conceal, O gentle Stranger, (fori see 
My lord the noble Xuthus id at hand. 
Who from the cavern of Trophonius comes) 
What thou hast heard, lest 1 incur reproach 
For thus' divulging secrets, and my words. 
Not as I spoke them, should be blaz'd abroad : 
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For the condition of our sex is hard. 
Subject to man's caprice; and virtuous dames, ' 
From being mingled with the bad, are hated: 
Such, such is woman's miserable doom. 

XUTHUS, C REUS A, ION, CHORUS. 

XUTHUS, 
I to the God begin t* address myself: 
Him. first I hail ; and you my Consort nexl. 
Hath my long stay alarm'd you i 
CREUSA. 

No : thou com'st 
To her who is opprest with anxious thoughts. 
Say from Trophonius what response thou bring'st ; 
Doth hope of issue wait us ? 

XUTHUS, 
He refus'd 
T* anticipate the prophesies of Phoebus, 
All that he said was this ; nor I, nor thou. 
Shall from this temple to our home return 
Thus destitute of children. 

CREUSA. 

Holy (10) Mother 
Of Phoebue, to our journey grant success; 
And may fortune yet have bliss in store 
For those on whom thy son erst deign'd to smile. 
XUTHUS. 
Tliy vows shall be accomplished : but what Prophet 
Officiates in this temple of the God 7 

ION. 
I here without am slation'd : but within, 
O Stranger, others near the tripod take 
Their seat, from Delphi's noblest citizens 
Chosen by lot. 

XUTHUS. ..:.; 

Tis well : I have attained 

(10) 
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Yhe utmost of my wishes, aod will enter 
The sanctuary, for here before the temple, 
I am inform'd, the oracles in public 
To foreigners are ntter'd ; on this da^ 
(For 'tis a solemn feast) we mean to hear 
The God's prophetic voice. O woman, take 
Branches of laurel, and at every altar 
Offer up vows to the immortal Powers, 
That I from Phcebos' temple may procure 
This answer, that my wishes shall be crown'd 
With an anspicious progeny. 

CREUSA^ 

Depend 
On their completion : but were JPhosbus^ self 
Dispos'd to make atonement for past wrongs> 
He now, alas ! no longet can to me 
Entirely be a friend : yet I from bim 
Whatever he pleases am constrained to take. 
Because he is a God. lExeuni xuthus and crbusa. 

ION. 
In mystic words, 
Why doth this foreign Dame, against our God 
Still ghince reproaches, thro' a strong attachment 
To her for whom she hither to consult 
The oracle is come ; or dolh she hide 
Some circnmstance unfit to be disclosed? 
But with Erectheus' Daughter what concern 
Have I, what interest in th' Athenian realm ? 
ril go and sprinkle from the golden vase 
The lualral waters. Yet must I condemn 
Phcebus: what means he? To the/avish'd Maid 
Unfaithful hath he prov'd : his Son, by stealth 
Begotten, left neglected to expire. 
Act thou not thus ; but since thou art supreme 
In majesty, let virtue tog be thiue. 
For whosoever of the human race 
Transgresses, with seveiily the Gods 
VOL. ni. I 
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Punish his crimes : then how can it be just 

For you, whose written laws mankind obey. 

Yourselves to brealc them ? Tho* 'twill never be, * 

This supposition will T make, that Thou, 

Neptune, and Jove who in the Heaven bears rule. 

Should make atonement to mankind for those 

Whom ye have forcibly deflour*d ; your temples 

Must ye exhaust to pay the fines impos'd 

On your base deeds : for when ye follow pleasure. 

Heedless of decency, ye act amiss ; 

No longer is it just to speak of Men 

As wicked, if the conduct of the Gods 

We imitate : our censures rather ought 

To fall on those who such examples give* [_ExU ion. 

CHORUS. 

ODE. 
I. 

thou who aid'st the matron's throes, 
(13) Come Eilithya, for to thee I sue; 

Minerva hext with honours due 

1 hail, who by Prometheus* aid arose 

In arms refulgent from the front of Jove, 
Nor knew a mother's fostering love; 

(11) ^ The Goddess here invoked under tlie title of Uithya, is fixed 
* by Uic return of Uie senteucCy where the Clioms expressly calls her 
<< Uie Daughter of Latona, to imply Diana : because the title of Uithya 
<< is not alone sufficient, as this is often applied to anothar Gredaii 
'« Goddess incouipatiMe with Diana; thus this Ilithya is described 
" as present at the travail of I^tona, the mother of Dhuaa, by tbt 
*^ author of Uie Hymn to Apollo asciibcd to Homer. Callimachus 
** makes Diana, in his Hymn to this Goddess, declare that from her 
<< birUi she y,-vA destined to prcride over the travail of vtomen. !■ 
*' regard to the derivation of tiie word flitfaya, Phumiitus dedncet 
^ it either ftom tihuxmy in aUusion to her constant revolution round 
** the Eartli, as tlte IVIoon, or from tynAu, to come, as attendkig th« 
^ call of pregnant vomea ; but according to Wcsselingius, in his edi- 
<< tion of Diodoros Siculus, this word is of Phcenician extractian, and , 
<< comes firom a term ia that langiK||e, sigmiyiiif to bring forth** 

Mr. JpvnwUm 
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Victorious Queen> ami'd witli resistless might 

O'er Pythian fanes thy plumage spread^ 
Forsake awhile Olympus* golden bed, 
O wing thy rapid flight 

To this blest land where Phoebus reigns. 
This center of the world his chosen seat. 
Where from his tripod in harmonious strains. 
Doth he th' unerring prophesy repeat : 

With Latona's Daughter join. 
For thou like her art spotless and divine ; 
Sisters of Phoebus, with persuasive grace^ 

Ye Virgins sue, nor sue in vain. 
That, from his oracles, Erectheus' race 
^o the Athenian throne a noble Heir mi^ gaiiit 

IL 

Object of Heaven's peculiar care 
Is he whose Children, vigorous from their birtb^ 

Nurs'd on the food fill lap of earth. 
Adorn his mansion, and his transports shart : 
No patrimonial treasures can exceed 

Theirs who by each heroic deed 
Augment the fame of an illustrious Sire,' 

And to their children's cjiildren leave 
Th' invaluable heritage entire. 
In troubles we receive 

From duteous Sons a timely aid, 
And social pleasure in our prosperous hours. 
The daring youth, in brazen arms array'd. 
Guards with protended lance bis native towers. 

To lure these eyes, tho' gold were spr^ad^ 
Tho' Hymen wanton'd on a regal bedi 
Such virtuous offspring would my soul prefjpr. 

The lonely childless life I hate. 
And deem that they who choose it greatly err, 
Bliest with a teeming couch, I ask oo kingly state. 

Is 



Digitized by 



Google 



116 ION. 

III. 

Ye shadowy groves where sportiTe Pan is seerr^ 
Stupendou» rocks wliose pine-clad sammits wave^ 

Where oft near Macra's darksome cave, 
. Light spectres, o'er the consecrated green, 
{12) Agraulos* Daughters lead the dance 
Before the portals of Minerva's fane 

To the shrill flute's varied strain. 
When from thy caverns, thro' the vale aromid,. 

O Pan, the cheering notes resound* 
Under thosfe hanging cliffs (ahhoFr'ct mischance!) 

Some Nymph a Son to Pboerbos bore. 
Whom she to ravenous birds a bloody feast 

Expos'd, and to each savage beast ; 

Her shame, her conscious guilt, deplore. 
Nor at my loom, nor by the voice of Fame 

Have I e'er heard it said, 
The base-born issue of some human Maid, 
Begotten by a God, to bliss have any claim. 

ION, CHORUS. 
ION. 
O ye attendants on your noble mUtres6y 
Who watch around the basis of thts fane, 

(It) *^ AgTMlos, the wife of Ceerops, has been mentioiied in » 
** fonner note. AgtauirM her Daughter had n temple beneath the 
^ AcropoUty accordmg to Uerodotos, Lt 8, c« 55, where the aitnation 
«< is accorately described. Pausanias, Att c. 18, calls it a grove, to 
^ give the reader to underBtand that there was an wtem vonnd the' 
** temple. The Attienian women swore by Fandieaos: ArUtbphanes, 
*^ Lyiistrate, v. 444; whence it is evident^ that she also had divine 
** honours paid to her. The same appears in regard to Hene from 
'< the word Afpipogia in Suidas, vith whom the rest of the Gramma^ 
'* rians accord: Again, see what is said of AghmrM in Heaychins, 
*^ under the word nxtnilbfia. This account of the Danghtenof Cecropa 
** leadii^ the dance after their death, may be compared with, the 
** fiible of ProtesiUius, who is said after he was dead to have been 
<< seen nummg and performing various gymnastic exerciaes in the 
*< Thradan aiersonevns. See also what the Geographers, to whom 
<' add Taeties on Lycophioo, v. I9if , say of the Coane of AcfaiUes.* 

Dr. Musgravb. 
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Sfty* whether Xuthus have already left 
The tripod and oracular recess. 
Or in the temple doth he stay to ask 
More questions yet about his childless state i 
CHOitys. 
He is within^ nor yet hath pass'd th^ threshold 
Of these abodes, O Stranger : but we hear 
The sounding hinges of yon gates announce 
His coming forth : and see my lord ^dvance^. 

XUTHUS, ION, CHORUS. 

XUTHUS. 
On thee, my Son, may every bliss attend : 
For such an introduction suits my speech. 

ION. 
With me alFs well : but learn to thiqk aright^ 
And we shall both be happy. 

XUTHUS, 

Give thy hand, 
And suffer me t' embrace thee. 

ION. 

Are your seni^ 
Yet unimpaired, or hath th^ secret curse 
Borne Gods inflicts, O Strauger, made you frantic? 
XUTHUS. 
In my right mind am I, if having found 
,Him whom I hold most dear^ I wish t* embrace him* 

ION. 
Desist, nor touch me, lest your rude band tear 
The garlands of the God, 

XUTHUS. 

Now in these arms 
Thee I have caught^ no pledge will I receive; 
For Fve discovered my beloved Son. 

ION. 
Wilt thou not leave me, ere these shafts transpierg^. 
Your vitals? 
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XUTHUS. 
But why shun me^ now thou know'st 
That I to thee by such strong ties atn bound i 

ION. 
Because to me it is (IS) no welcome office 
Foolish and frantic strangers to recall 
To their right reason. 

XUTflUS. 
Take my life away, 
And burn my corse ; but if thou kill me, thou 
Wilt be thy father's murderer* 

ION. 

How are you 
My father? Is not this ridiculous? 

XUTHUS. 

In a few words to thee would I explain 
Our near connection* 

ION. 
What have you to say ? 
XUTHUS. 

I am thy Sire, and thou art my own Son. 

ION. 

Who told you this? 

XUTHUS. 
Apollo, by whose care 
Thou, O my Son, wert liurtur'd in this fane. 

ION. 
You for yourself bear witness. 
XUTHUS 

Having search'd 
The oracles of this unerring God — 

(15) llie reading of the Aldus edition is of^XiD, which, being ina^- 

BUBRible on accout of the fint syUablv being short, Se^Uger, and 

after htm Barnes, read a« ^Ot^y ivhieh appears to me maie eonfonnable 

' to the dialogue^ Dr. Bftasgrave is of a different opinion, and prq>oseB 

leadhig Sn ft>w -, Carmelli w^^w, ind to make the q^eech mteimga- 
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ION. 
Some phrase of dubious iiniwrt have you heard^ 
Which hath misled joa. 

XUTHUS. 

Heard I not aiight? 
ION. 
What said Apollo ? 

XUTHUS. 
That the man who meets me— • 
ION, 
Where? 

XUTHUS. 
As I from the temple of the God 
Am going forth. 

JON. 
What fortunes him await? 

XUTHUS. 

Those of my Son. 

ION. 

By birth or thro' adoptipn i 

XUTHU& 
A gift and my own Child. 
ION. 

Am I the first 
You light on ? 

XUTHUS. 
I have met none else^ my Son. 
ION. 
Whence springs this strange yicissitude of fortune? 

XUTHUS. 
The same event with wonder strikes m both. 

ION. 
To yon, wkat mother bore me? 

JJJTSV9» 

Thi^Ilpownot* 
ION. 
Did Qot Apollo fAy? 
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XUTHUS. 
I was delighted 
With what he had reveal'd, and searched no'fiirthe^ 

ION. 
From qiother Earth I surely sprang. 
XUTHUS. 

The ground 
Brings forth no children. 

ION. 
How can I be yours? 

XUTHUS. 

I know not ; but refer thee to the God, 

ION. 
Some other subject let us now begin, 

XUTHUS. 
This is a topic^ O my Son, to m^ 
Most interesting. 

ION, 
The joys of lawless love 
IJave you experienced? 

XUTHUS, 

Yes, thro' yonthfiil folly. 

ION. 
Ere you were wedded to Erectheus' Daughter? 

XUTHUS. 
Not ever since. 

ION, 

Did you beget me th^a i 

XUTHUS, 

The time just tallies. 

ION. 
Put bow came T hither? 

XUTHUS. 
This quite perplexes. 

ION. 
^'rom a di^taat land ? 
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XUTHUS. 
In tbia I also ^nd new cause for doubt. 

ION- 
Did you ascend erewbile the Pythian rock? 

XUTHUS. 
To celebrate the festivals of Bacchus. 

ION. 
But to what host did you repair f 

XUTHUS, 

The same 
Who me with Delphic maids—* 
ION. 

Initiated I 
Or what is it you mean ? 

XUTHUS. 

The &f aenadet 
Of Bromius too. 

ION. 
While sober, or o'erpower'4 
By wine ? 

XUTHUS. 
Tbe joys of Bacchus had ensnar'd me. 
ION. 
Hence it appears I was begotten then. 

XUTHUS. I 
Fate bath at length discovePd thee, my Son« 

ION. 
But to this fane how could I come I 
XUTHUS. 

The Nympli 
Perhaps expos'd thee. 

ION. 
I from servitude 
llave made a blest escape. 

XUTHUS. 

Now, Omy Son^ [[ 

Sq)brace thy Sire. 
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ION. 

I ought not to dbtrast 
The God. 

XUTHUS. 

Thou thiuk'st aright. 

ION, 

And is there aught 
That I can wish for more "-* 

XUTHUg, 

Thou now behold'st 
As much as it concerns thee to behold. 

ION. 

Than from Jove's Son to spring ? 

XUTHUS. 

Which is thy lot. 
ION, 
May I embrace the author of my birth i 

XUTHUS. 
To the God yielding credence* 
ION. 

Hail, my Father. - 
XUTHUS. 
With ecstasy that title I receive. 

tON. 

This day— 

XUTHUS. 
Hath made me happy. . 
ION. 

My dear Mother, 
Shall I e'er see thee ? More than ever now 
(Be who thou wilt) I for that moment long. 
But thou perhaps art dead, and I for thee 
Can now do nothing. 

CHORUS. 
With our Monarch's house 
We share the glad event : yet could I wish 
. My royal mbtress and Erectheus' race 
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With children had been blest. 

XUTHUS. 

The God, ray Son, 
In thy discovery hath done well ; to him 
I owe this happy union ; thou too iind'st 
A Father, tho* thou never knew'st till now 
By whom thou wert begotten : with thy wishes 
Mine, O my Son, conspire, thac thou raay'st find 
Thy Mother, and that I may learn who bore thee. 
By leaving this tp time, we mny at length 
Perhaps discover her : but now forsaking 
Apollo's temple and this exil'd state. 
With duteous zeal accompany thy Sire 
To Athens, where this heritage awaits thee, 
A prosperous sceptre and abundant wealth : 
Nor tho' thou want one parent, can the name. 
Or of ignoble, or of poor be thine : 
But for thy noble birth shah thou be fam'd, 
And thy abundant treasures. Art thou silent ? 
Why dost thou fix thine eyes upon the ground i 
Thy anxious thoughts return, and thou, thus changed 
From thy past cheerfulness, alarm'st my soul. 

ION. 

( Things at a distance wear not the same semblance 

( As when on them we fix a closer view. 
I certainly with gratitude embrace 
My better fortunes, having found in you 
A Father. But whence rose my anxious thoughts 
Now hear : in Athens, I am told, a Native 
Is deem'd a glorious name, not so the race 
Of aliens : I its gates shall enter laden 
With these two evils ; from a foreign Sire 
Descended, and myself a spurious child. 
Branded with this reproach, doom'd to cjm^iniKe 
In base obscurity, I shall be call'd 
A man of no account : but if intruding 
Into the highest stations in the city. 
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I aim at being great, I shall incur 
Hate from the vulgar, for superior power 
Is to the people odious ; but the frieuds 
Of virtue, they whose elevated souls 
With real wisdom are epdu'd, observe 
A modest silence, nor with eager haste 
Bust) into public business; such as these 
Will laugh and brand me with an ideot*s name, 
For not remaining quiet in a land 
Which with tumultuous outrages abounds. 
Again, will those of a distinguish'd rank 
Who at the helm preside, when I attempt 
To raise myself to honours, be most wary 
How on an alien they their votes confer. 
For thus, my Sire, 'tis ever wont to be ; 
They who possess authority and rank 
Loathe their competitors. But when I come, 
Unwelcome stranger, to a foreign house 
And to the childless matron ; partner oncQ 
In your calamity, of all her hopes 
Now reft, with bitter anguish will she feel 
In private this misfortune : by what means 
Can I escape her hatred, at your footstool 
When I am seated, but she still remaining 
A childless consort, with malignant eyes 
The object of your tejiderpess beholds? 
Then or, betraying me, will you regard 
Your wife : or by th' esteem for me exprest, 
A dire confusion in your palace cause. 
For men, by female subtlety, how oft 
Have poisons been invented to destroy ; 
Yet is my pity to your Consort due. 
Childless and hastening to the vale of years ; 
Sprung frouAeroic sires she ill deserves 
To pine thro' want of issue. But the face 
Of Empire whom we foolishly commend 
Is fair indeed, tho' in her mansions Grief 



Digitized by 



Google 



ION. H5 

Hath fix'd her loath 'd abode. For who is happjr, « 

Who fortunatey when his whole life is spent 
In circumspection and in anxious fears ? 
Rather would I in an ignoble state 
Live blest, than be a Monarch who delights 
In evil friends, and hates the good, still fearing 
The stroke of death. Perhaps you will reply 
That gold can all these obstacles surhiount. 
And to grow rich is sweet. I Would not hear 
Tumultuous sounds, or grievous toils endure. 
Because these hands my treasures still retain. 
May I possess an humbler rank exempt 
From sorrow! O my Sire, let me describe 
The blessings I have here enjoy'd; first ease. 
To man most grateful, by the busy crowd 
I seldom was hiolested, from my path 
No villain drove me : not to be endur'd 
Is this, when we to base competiiors 
Are forc'd to yield pre-eminence. I pray'd 
Fervently to the Gods, or minister'd 
To mortals, and with those who did rejoice 
I never grieved. Some strangers I dismissed,] 
But others came. Hence a new object still 
Did I remain, and each new votary please. 
What men are bound to wish for, even they 
Who with reluctance practise what they ought. 
The laws conspir'd to aid my natural bent. 
And in the sight of Phoebus made me just. 
These things maturely weighing in my breast, 
I deem my situation here exceeds 
What Athens can bestow. Allow me then 
The privilege of living to myself: 
For His an equal blessiirg, or to taste 
The splendid gifts of fortune with delight. 
Or in an humbler station rest content. 
CHORUS. 
Well hast thoa spoken : could thy words conduce 
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To tbe felicity of those I love ! 
XUTHUS. 

Cease to speak thus^ and learn bow to be bappj: 
For on tbe spot where thee I founds my Son, 
Will I perform due rites, the social board 
Crown with a public banquet, and slay victims 
In celebration of thy natal day. 
Which tvith no sacrifice hath yet been grac'd. 
But now conducting thee, as if a guest 
EnterM my doors, thee with a splendid feast 
Will I regale, and to th' Athenian realm 
Lead thee as one who comes to view the land. 
Not as my Son ; because I would not grieve 
My Consort who is childless, while myself 
In thee am blest : yet will I seize at length 
Some happy moment, and on her prevail 
To let thee wield my sceptre. By the name 
Of Ion, I accost thee, which best suits 
Th' event that bappen'd, since, as I came forth 
From Phcebus' temple, thou didst meet me first* 
Collecting therefore all thy band of friends. 
Previous to thy departure from the city 
Of Delphi, with the victim ox regale them. 
But I command you, Damsels, to conceal 
What I have said; for if ye to my Wife 
Disclose it; ye shall die. [Exit XUTUU8« 

ION. 
Then will I go ; 
Yet is there one thing wanting to complete 
My better fortunes: for I canndt live 
With comfort, if I find not her who bore me. 
If I might yet presume to wish for aught, 
O may my Mother prove to be a dame 
Of Athens, that from her I may inlierit 
Freedom of speech ! For if a stranger coi|i« 
Into that ciiy pure from foreign mixture, 
Altho' he be a denizen in name^ 
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By servile fear his faltering tongue is tied, 

Mor dares he freely utter what he thinks. [Exit iOK« 

CHORUS. 

ODE. 

I. 

I view the tears whi<?h From her eyes shall flow 
The sorrows that shall rend her breast. 

Soon as my Queen th' unwelcome trath shall know 
That with an Heir her Lord is blest, 
While she forlorn and childless pines. 

What Priest, O Phoebus, chanted thy decrees ? 

Who bore this Stripling nurlur'd in thy shrines ? 
Suspecteid frauds my soul displease. 
Unwonted terrors rend my heart. 

While thou to bim unfold'st a blest event. 

The Boy is vers'd in every treacherous art. 

To him her ct^icest gifts hath Fortune lent. 

Reared, base-born ali^n, in a foreign land. 
These obvious truths who fails with me to understand t 

II. 

Shall we, my friends, to our Queen's wounded ear 

Whhout the least disguise relate 
How he proves false who to her soul is dear. 

Her partner in each change of fate. 

That Lord in whom her hopes were plac*d ? 
But be 19 happy now, while she descends 
Thro' misery to the vale of years in haste : 

Disdnin'd by all his virtuous friends 

Sball Xuthus droop, thro' Fortune's power, 
To our rich mansions, who a stranger came, 
nor duly priz'd her gift, the royal dower: 

Perish the traitor to our honourVj Dame ! 

Ntr'cr may his incense to the Gods ascend ! 
Creusa $hal! knovr this. — I am our Sovereign's friend. 
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III. 

With his new Son th' exulting Site 

Already to the festive banquet hies^ 

Where steep Parnassus' hills aspire^ 
Whose rocky summits touch the skies, 
Where Bacchus lifts a blazing pine, 
And the gay Maenades to join 

His midnight dances haste.— * With footsteps rude 
Ne'er may this Boy intrude 

Ifito my city : rather niay he die. 
And quit life's radiant morn : 
For groaning Athens would with scoro^ 

And jealous eyes, the alien view. 

Should Xuthus' fraud such cause for scorn supply* 
Enough for her that o'er her plain 

Erst did Erectheus stretch a wide domain. 

Still be each patriot to his children true. 

CREUSA, OLD MAN, CHORUS. 

CREUSA. 

Thou venerable man, who didst attend 
Erectheus the deceased, my honoured Sire^ 
Now mount the God*s oracular abode, 
That thou my joys, if Phoebus mighty King 
The birth of children shall foretell, may*st share^ 
For surely to be happy with our friends 
Is mo^t delightful : but (which Heaven forbid!) 
Should any evil happen, to behold 
I'he face of a benignant man is sweet. 
For tho' I am thy Queen, :is thou didst erst 
Honour my Father, in that Father's stead 
I revereuco those grey hairs, 

OLD MAN. 

You still retain 
A courtesy of manners, which, O Daughter^ 
Suits your illustrious lineage : you bcly not 
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Sods of the teemtng Earth. O lead me, guide" 
To the prophetic mansion, for to me 
Th* ascent is steej) : but let thy needful aid 
Support me white with aged steps I move. 
CREUSA. 

Fcdiow me now, look where thou tread'st. 
OIJD MAN. 

These feet 
Indeed are tardy, but my zeal is swift. 

dtEUSA. 
Lean on thy staflF, while up the winding path 
Thou striv'st to climb. 

OLD MAN. 
Tis darkness all, my eye^-sight 
So fails me. 

CREUflA. 
Thou speak'st truth, but let not this 
Make thee dejected. 

OLD MAN. 
Not with my consent 
Thus do I suffer : hut on me, tho' loth. 
What Heaven inflicts, have I no power to heal. 

CR£USA. 

Ye faithful females,, who have serVd me long. 
Attending at the distaff or the loom. 
What fortunes to my Husband were reveal'd ? 
Left he the temple with a blest assurance 
Of children, whom i' obtain we hither came f 
Inform me : for with acceptable tidings 
If ye can greet me, ye will not confer 
Such favour on a Mistress who distrusts 
The truth of what ye utter. 

CHORU9. 

Ruthless Fate ! 
CREUSA. ; 

This prelude-to your speech b inauspicioust 
VOL. III. . .. . K 
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CH0KU8L 

Ah^ wretched me I but wherefore am I wounded 
By oracles that to my lords belong ? 
No more. Why should I venture to lelata 
A tale for which my recompence is death (15) ? 
CREU8A* 
What means this plaint^ and whence arise your fears i 

GHOEUS. 
Shall we speak out^ shall we observe strict silence^ 
Or how shall we proeeed I 

CREUSf. 
Tell what you know 
Of the misfortune which invades your Queen. 
CHORUS. 
Yes> thou should'it hear it all^ tho' twofold death 
Awaited me. Ne'er shall those arms sustain^ 
Nor to thy bosom shalt thou ever clasp 
The wish'd-for progeny- 

OLD MAN. 

Alasj my Daughter^ 
Would I were dead I 

CREUSA* / 

Wretch that I akn ! die woes 
Ye have reveaVd^ my friends make life a curse. 
OLD MAN. 
We perish, O my Daughter. 
GRBUSA. 

Grief, alaa! 
Pierces my .vitals. 

OLD HAN. 
Tlfeose untimely groans 
Suppress. 

CR£VBA« 

My plaints unbiddai force their way. 

(15) XntfaaB faaviog, at his leaviiig Uie ttnge, ▼. eCT, eda|. Baniei^ 
threatened the Attendants of Greufla, who compose the Ghoras, ttm he 
wonld pat them to dwth if tfiey hifbimed th^ misttiM of ^t the 
onwle had declared u^regard to the biith of loib - 
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OLD MAN. 
Before we learn — 

CR£USA. 
Alas^ what farther tidings 
Can I expect f 

OLD MAN. 
Whether our Lord endure 
The same, and share your woes, or you alone 
To adverse fortune are expos'd. 
CHORUS. 

On him. 
Thou aged man, Apollo hath bestow'd 
A Son) this blessing singly he enjoys 
Without his Consort. 

CREUSA. 
You to toe unfold 
The greatest of all evils, an affliction 
Which claims my groans. 

OLD MAN. 
But is the Son you speak of 
To spring hereafter from some Dame unknown. 
Or did Apollo's oracle declare 
That he is born already f 

CHORUS. 
To thy Lord 
Phoebus ati offspring gives, already born, 
Who hath attained the age of blooming manhood : 
Por I was present. 

CREUSA. 
What is this you say? 
To me have you related such a tale 
As no tongue ought to utter. 

OLD MAN. 

And to me. 
CREUSA. 
But by what means, yet undisclosed, the God 
This oracle to its completion brings, 

k2 
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Inform mt more explicitly, and who 
This stripling is. 

CHORUS. 
Apollo to thy Husband 
# Gave for a Son him whom he first should meet. 
As from the temple of the God he came. 
CREUSA. 
But as for me, alas! thro' my whole life 
Accars'd and sentenced to a childless state. 
In solitary mansions shall I dwell. 
What youth was by the oracle designed ? 
Whom did the Husband of unhappy me 
Meet in his passage ; how, or where behold him i 
CHORUS. 
Know'st thou that stripling, O my dearest Queen, 
Who swept the temple ? he is Xuthus' son. 
CREUSA. • 
Ah, would to Heaven that I could wing my flight, 
Thro' the dark air beyond the Grecian land 
To the Hesperian stars ! How great, bow great 
Are tire afflictions I endure ! 

OLD MAN. 

* What name 
His Father gave him, know you, or is this 
Yet undetermin'd ? 

CHORUS. 
Ion was he call'd. 
Because he first his happy Father met. 
OLD MAN. 
Who was his Mother? 



CHORUS. 

That I cannot tell : 



But to acquaint thee, O thou aged man. 

With all that's in my power, her Husband went. 

In privacy to offer up a victim 

For the discovery, and the natal day 

Of his new Son, and in the hallow*d tent 
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With him will celebrate a genial banquet. 
OLD MAN. 
My honour'd Mistress, (for with you I grieve) 
We are betray'd by your perfidious Lord, 
Wrong'd by premeditated fraud, and ciist 
Forth from Erectheus* house : I speak not this 
Thro' hatred to your Husband, but because 
I love you more than him, who wedding you 
When to the city he a stranger came^ 
Your palace too and whole inheritance 
With you receiving, on some other Dame 
Appears to have begotten sons bystealth : 
How 'twas by stealth I'll prove; when he perceived 
That you were barren, he was not content 
To share the self-same fate, but on a slave 
Whom he embraced in secrecy, begot 
And to some Delphic matron gave this Son, 
That in a foreign realm he might be nurtur'd : 
He to the temple of Apollo sent. 
Is here train'd up in secret. But the Sire, 
Soon as he knew the stripling had attain'd 
The years of manhood, hath on you prevail'd 
Hither to come, because you had no child. 
The God indeed hath spoken truth ; not so 
Xuthus, who from his infancy hath reared 
The boy, and forg'd these tales; that, if detected, 
His crimes might be imputed to the God : 
But coming hither, and by length of tioie 
Hoping to skreen the fraud, he now resolves 
He will transfer the sceptre to this stripim«<, ' 
Por whom at length he forges the new name 
Of Ion, to denote that he went forth 
And met him* Ah, how do I ever hate 
Those wicked men who plot nnrighteous deeds. 
And then adorn them with delusive art ! 
Rather would I possess a virtuous friend 
Of mean abilities^ than one more wise 
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And profligate. Of all disastrous fates 
Yours is the worst, who to your house admit 
Its future JLord, whose Mother is unkaowD, 
A youth selected from th' ignoble crowds 
The base-<born issue of some female slave. 
For this had only been a single ill 
Had he persuaded you, since you are childless, 
T' adopt, and in your palace lodg'd the son 
Of some illustrious dame : but if to you 
This scheme had been disgustful ; from the kindred 
Of i^olus his sire should he have sought 
Another Consort. Hence is it incumbent 
On yott to execute some great revenge 
Worthy of woman ; with the lifted sword. 
Or by some stratagem or deadly poison. 
Your Husband and his offspring to dispatch 
Ere you by them are murder'd : you will lose 
Your life if you delay, for when two foes 
Meet in one house, some mischief must befall, 
Or this or that. I therefore will with you 
Partake the danger, and with you conspire 
To slay that stripling, entering the abode 
Where for the sumptuous banquet he is making 
Th* accuslom'd preparation ; while I view 
The Sun, and e'en in death, will I repay 
The bounty of those Lords who nurtured me. 
For there is one thing only which confers 
Disgrace on slaves, the name ; in all beside 
No virtuous slave to freeborn spirits yields. 
CHORUS. 

I too, O my deal- Mistress, am resolv'd 
To be the stedfast partner of your fate. 
And die with glory, or with glory live. 
CREUSA. 

How, O my tortur'd soul, shall I be silent? 
But rather how these hidden loves disclose i 
Shall I shake off all shame i for what retards 
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My farther progi*e8S? to how dire a struggle 
Doth my beleaguered virtae lie expos'd i 
Hath not my Lord betray'd me i For of house 
And cbildren too am I deprived. All hopes 
Are vanish'd now of which I fondly sought 
"F avail myself, but could not> by concealing 
The loss of my virginity, those throes 
Concealing which I ever must bewail. 
But by the starry throne of Jove, the Goddess 
Who haunts my rocks, and by the sacred banks 
Of (16) Triton's lake whose waters never fail, 
I my disgrace no longer will suppress. 
For having cleans'd my soul from that pollution^ 
I shall have shaken off a load of cares. 
My eyes drop tears, and sorrow rends my soul, 
Assail'd with treachery both by men and Gods 
Whom I will prove to have been false; devoid 
Of gratitude to those they lov'd, O thou, 

(16) ** THton is a lake in Aliica, throiigh whicb floi» a Jaig e rivtr 
'^ of tibe same name ^ some say that Minerva was the Danshter of N^ 
*^ tone and this lake, bot that being severely chidden by her Father, sfaa 
^ came in wrath to Jnpiter, and was adopted by Um. It is reported at 
** least that she reoeiTed the name of Tritonia ftom nnUng her first ap- 
" pearance at this lake, of which we meet with the following acoov^fn 
^ Locan: 

** Hanc at iama Dens, ^piem toto littore pontos 

<< Audit ventosjk perflantem mnrmura concfaA, 

" Hanc et Pallas amat, patrioquae vertice nata 

*^ Tenannn primam lihyen (nam proxiraa^cnlo est, 

'' Ut probat ipse calor) tetigit : stagnique qnietl 

<< Vnltos vidit aquft, posnitque in margine plantas, 

" Et se dilectft Tritonida ' dixit ab nndJL* Barhes. 

** These waters to the tuneftd God are dear, 

*' Whase Tocal shell fke sea-green Nereids hear; 

'* HifBse PallaB loves, so leUs reporting Fame, 

^ When first from ^eav6n to Earth the Ooddon fmne, 

*^ (Heaven's neighbourhood the wanner dimes betrays, 

'< And speak the nearer Son's immediate rays) 

** Here her first tbolsteps on fiie brink she staid, 

*^ Here in the watry glass her form sarvey'd, 

" And caird herself from hence the chasta Trttonian maid." 

ROWE* 
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Whose skilful hand attunes the sevenfold chords 
Of ihe iiiciodious lyre, from lifeless shells 
Eliciting the Muses' sweetest strains. 
Son of Latona, I this day will piiblish 
A tale to thee disgraceful : for thou cam'st. 
Thou cam'st resplendent with thy golden hair. 
As I the crocus gatber'd^ in my robe 
Each viyid flower assembling to compose 
Garlands of fragrance: thou my suowy wrist 
Didst seize and drag me to the cave, with shriek^ 
While to my Mother for her aid I cried : 
'Twas impudently done, thou lustful God, 
To gain the favour of the Cyprian Queen. 
In evil hour, to thee I bore a Soq, 
Whom, fearful of my Mother's wrath, I cas^ 
Into that cave, where thou with wretched me 
Djdst join thyself in luckless love, Alas ! 
Now is our miserable son no more. 
On him have vultures feasted^ But meanwjiile 
Thy festive Paeans to the sounding harp 
Dost thou repeat. O offspring of Latona, 
. To thee I speak, who from thy golden tripod 
Dost in this center of the world dispense 
Thy oracles. My voice shall reach thy ears, 
O thou false paramour, who» from my Lord 
Tbo' thou no favours ever didst receive, 
A Son into bis mansions hast convey'd : 
Meanwhile the offspring whom to thee I bore 
Hath died unnotic'd, by the vultures torn ; 
Lost are the bandages in which his Mother 
Had wrapp'd him. Thee thy Delos doth abhor. 
The branches of whose laurel ris^ to meet 
The palm» and form that shade, where thee her soi^ 
With arms divine Latona first embrac'd. 
CHORUS. 
Ah me ! how inexhaustible a source 
^Of woes is opened, such as roust draw tears 
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From every eye. 

OLD MAN. 

O Daughter, on your face. 
Still with ungated rapture do I gaze. 
My reason have I lost : for while I strive 
From my o*erburden*d spirit to discharge 
The waves of woe, fresh torrents at the poop 
Rush in and overwhelm me, since the words 
Which you have utter'd, from your present ills 
Digressing to the melancholy track 
Of other suffering?. What is it you say f • 

What charge would you allege against Apollo? 
What son is this whom you assert you bore? 
And in what quarter of your native city 
To beasts did you expose bim for a prey? 
To me repeat the tale. 

GREUSA. 

Thou aged man. 
Thy presence m^kes me blush : yet will I 3peak- 

OLD MAN. 

Full well do I know how to sympathize 
With my afflicted friends. 

^CaiEUSA. 

Then hear my tale. 
Thou must remember^ on the northern side 
Of the Cecropian rock, the cave qall'd Macra. 
OLD MAN. 
I know it ; on that spot Pan's temple stands^ 
And near it blaze his altars. 

GREUSA. 

Twas the 9Ctm^ 
• Of my upbappy conflict, 

OLD MAN. 

Say: whatdMlflidf 
Your history mokes me weep. 

CREUSA. 

The amorous God 
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Apollo held me in a forc'd embrace. 
OLD MAN. 
Was this, my Daughter^ tbeDj what I perceiv'd I 

CREUSA. 
I know not ; but will openly declare 
The truth, if thy conjectures light on i^ 
OLD BIAN. 

When you in silence waiPd some hidden woe i 

CREUSA. 

Those evils happened then which I to thee 
Without disguise reveal. 

OLD MAN. 

But by what means 
Your union with Apollo did you bide ? 
CREUSA. 

I bore a Son — with patience hear me speak, 
O venerable mau. 

OLD MAN* 
Where i who performed 
Th' obstetric partf did you alone endure 
The grievous throes of childbirth I 

CREUSA. 

. All alone 
Within that cave where I my honour lost. 
OLD MAN. 
But Where's die t>oy, that in this childless state 
ThouiDay*8t remain no longer? 

CREUSA. 

He is dead. 
Old man, to beasts was be expos'd. 

^' OLD MAN. 

How ! dead ! 
Was Phoebus then so base as not to aid you i 

CREUSA. 

^ No aid he gave : but in the dreary house 
Of Pluto is Qur hapless offspring nurtured. 
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OU> MAN. 

But who expos'd him ? sure it was not you i 

CREUSA. 
I in the midnight gloom around him wrapp'd 
A mantle. 

OLD MAN. 
To th' exposure of your Son 
Was no man privy ? 

CREUSA. 
I had no accomplice 
But Secrecy with evil Fortune leagu'd* 
OLD MAN. 
And how could you endure to leave the child 
Within that cavern i 

CREUSA. 
How i these lips did utter 
Full many piteous words. 

OLD MAN. 
The cruelty 
Which you here show'd was dreadful : but the God 
Than you was still more cruel. 
CREUSA. 
• Had you seen 

The child stretch forth bis suppliant hands to me<— 
OLD MAN. 
Sought be the fostering breast, ^r to redioe 
In your maternal armsf 

CREUSA. 

Hence torn be suffered 
From me foul wrong. 

OLD MAN. 

But whence could such a tbougli't 
Ent!er your soul as to expose your Son ? , 

CRBUSA. 
Because I bop'd ApoUo who begot. 
Would save him. 
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OLD MAN. 

Ah^ what storms have overwhelmed 
The fortunes of your house ! 

CREXT.SA. 

Why, covering up 
Thy head> thus weep'st thou, O thou aged man? 
OLD MAN. 
Because I see you and your Father wretched. 

CRErSA. 
Such is the doom of frail mortality : 
Nought rests in the same state. 
OLD MAN. 

But let us dwell 
No more, O Di^ughter, on the piteous theme. 
CREUSA. 
What must I do ? Uie wretched can devise 
No wholesome counsel. 

OLD MAN. 
On the God who wrong'd you 
First wreak your vengeance. 

CREUSA. 

How can I a mortal 
Overcome the potent Deities ? • 

OLD MAN. 

Set fir^ 
To Phcebus* aweful temple. 

. CREUSA. 

Fear restrains me. 
And I endure sufficient woes already. 
OLD MAN. 
Dare then to do what's feasible, to kill 
Your Husband. 

CREUSA. 
I revere the nuptial bed. 
For when I first espous'd the noble Xuthus, 
Mjf Lord was virtuous. 
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OLD MAN. 

Slay at least this boj 
Who is produced your interest to oppose. 
CREUSA. 
Ah, by what means? how greatly should I wist 
This done, if it were possible. 

OLD MAN. 

By arming 
With swords your followers. 

CREUSA. 

I will go : but where 
Shall this be executed i 

OLD MAN. 

In the tent 
Where with a banquet he regales his friends. 
CREUSA. 
This were a public outrage, and my band 
Of followers is but weak. 

OLD MAN. 

Alas ! your courage 
Deserts you : forge yourself some better scheme. 
CREUSA. 
I too have schemes both subtle and effective. 
OLD MAN. 

In both will I assist you. 

CREUSA. 

Hear me then : 
Full well thou know'st the history of that war 
Wag'd by Earth's brood. 

OLD MAN. 
Against the Gods I know 
The Giants fought on the Phtegrean plain. 
CREUSA. 
There Earth produced the Gorgon, dreadful monster. 

OLD MAN. 
To aid her sons in battle, and contend 
With the immortal Powers. 
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CBfiUSA. 

E*en so, and Pallas 
Daughter of Jove, the virgin Goddess, slew 
This prodigy. 

OLD MAN. 
But by what horrid form 
Was it distinguished ? 

CREUSA. 

Hissing serpents twined 
Around its chest. 

OLD MAN. 
Is this the tale I heard 
In days of yore? 

CREUSA. , 

That Pallas wears its hide 
To guard her bosom. 

OLD iftAN. 
Which they call the ^gis, 
The garment of Minerta. 

' CREUSA. 

It obtain'd 
This name, amidst the combat of the Gods 
When she advanc'd. 

OLD MAN. I 

But how can this, O Daughter, 
l)estroy your foes? 

CREUSA. 
Old man, art thou acquainted. 
With Ericthonius, or an utter stranger 
To his whole, history f • 

OLD MAN. ' ■ 

Him whom Earth brought forth. 
The founder of your race. 

CREUSA. 
Minerva gave 
To him when newly born — 
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OU> BIAN. 

Gave what ? yoQ speak. 
With hesitation. 

CREUftA. 

Of the Gorgon's blood 
Two drops* 

OLD MAN. 
On mortals what effect have these? 

CREUSA. 

The one produces death, the other heals 
Each malady. 

OLD MAN. 
In what were they contain'd I 
Did Pallas to the body of the child 
Affix them? 

CREUSA. 
To his golden bandages : 
He gave them to my Sire. 

* OLD MAN. 

But when he died. 
Did they devolve to you ! 

CREUSA. 

To me they came, 
And them e'en now around my* wrists I wear. 
OLD MAN, 

But of what wondrous qualities, O say. 
Consists this twofold present of the Goddess ? 
CREUSA. 
That blood which issued from the monster's vein. 

OLD MAN. 
What is the use of this ? and with what virtues 
Is it endued? 

CREUSA. 
Diseases it repels, 
And nourishes man's life. 

OLD MAN. 
But what effect 
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Arises from the second drop .you speak of? 

CREDSA. 
Inevitable death; for 'tis Tie venom * ' . 

Of serpents which around the Gorgon twine. 
OLD MAN. 
These drops together mingled^ do you bring. 
Or sepai'ate ? 

OtEUSA. 
Separate* For with evil, gocnl 
Ought not to be confounded. 

OLD MAN. 
You possess. 
My dearest Daughter, all that yoa cao need. 
CREUSA* 
By this the boy must die : but to dipatch .hinft 
Shall be your office. 

OLD MAN. 
. Where and by what meaoi» 
Can I dispatch him ? it is yours to s^eak. 
But mine to execute. 

CREUSA. 
When at my house 
In Athens he arrives. 

OLD MAN. 

In this you speak 
Unwise?y; for you treat with scorn my counsels. « 

CREUSA. 
Whatmean'st thou \ has thou form'dthe same suspicions 
Which have just enter*d my misgiving soul? 
OLD MAN. 
Although this boy you slay not, you will seem 
To have contriv'd his death. 

CREUSA. 

Tis well observed : 
For every tongue asserts that stepdames envy 
Their Husband's children. 
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Kill him therefore here^ 
You dien will be enabled to deny 
That by your means he perisfa'd. 
CREUSA. 

Ere it comes^ 
I that blest hour anticipate. 

OLD MAN. 

Your Husband 
Will you deceive e*en in that very point 
Iq which he strives t* o'erreach you. 
CREU8A. 

Know'st ihou then 
How to proceed ? This an lien t golden vase 
Wrought by Minerva, at my hand receiving. 
Go where my Lord in secret offers up 
His victims ; when the banquet is concluded. 
And they prepare to pour forth to the Gods 
The rich libation, by thy robe conceal'd ^ 
Infuse into the goblet of the youth 
Its venomous contents ; for him alone, 
Who in my house hereafter hopes to reign, 
A separate draught, but not designed for alt. 
Should he once swallow this, he ne'er will reach 
The fam'd Athenian gates, but here remain 
A breathless corse. 

OLD MAN. 
This mansion, for the purpose 
Of* public hospitality designed. 
Now enter: I meanwhile will execute 
The business I'm employed in. Aged feet, ^ 
Grow young again by action, tho' past time 
Can ne'er be measur'd back : attend, my Queen, 
Bear me to him I hate, aid me to slay 
And drag him forth from the polluted temple ! 
For in their prosperous fortunes men are bound 

VQI,. III. I. 
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To be religious : but no law obstructs 

His progress^ who renolves to smite his foes* 

[ExemU cabvsa and oitti MAif# 

CHORUS. 

ODE. 

I. 1. 

(17) O Trivia, Ceres' Daughter, who presid'st 

O'er the nocturnal passenger. 
And him by day who travels : if thou guid'sC 

Th' envenomed cup, it shall not err 

Before it reach the destin'd lip 
Of him to whom my venerable Queen 

Sends the Gorgon^s blood to sip. 
Who treacherously intruding would debase 

Her Ancestors' imperial race. 
No alien's brood in Athens shall be seen ; 
The city where Erectheus filPd the tbronef 
Shall still be rul'd by his posterity alone. 

1.3. 

But if in vain to slay the foe she tries^ 
Should fortune too desert my Queen> 

And hope which now promotes the bold emprise;. 
The biting falchion's edge t weeQ> 

(17) *' The Deity, here mytfktA by the Choms under the appellatioit 
** of Eiiilia, is Broserpine or Hecate : the soae epithet again ocean in 
^ the Helena of our Poet, and is also used by Sophocles, in his Anti* 
^ gone : it implies the Patroness of pnblic ways, and is synonimons ¥rtth 
" the Roman Trivia: liiM, aecordh^ to ddiidea^ Vbgll a ddt— ses the 
^ infernal Hecata : 

** Noctonit^ue Hecate trlvfli uhdM per urbei* 

A. JUiVy T, $09« 
^ Hear, thon dire Hecate ! from hell pitrfbaiidy 
** Whose rites nocturnal thro' the streets resound." Pitt, 

^ As she presided over poison, which the Tutor was now ptquuing for 
^ Ion, Banies remarks the propriety of this iddTeAs ti tkA feteala 
'* Chams.* Mr. Jodrbu. 
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' Oo twined around her neck, the noose^ 
Will finish these accumulated woes. 

Then the flitting spirit, loose t 
From earthly gyves, in other forms shall live. 

For she will never tamely give 
Consent^ that he, to foreign realms who owes 
His birth, shall seize the palace of ber Sires : . 
Hence from her vivid eyes thick flash indignant fires. 

11, 1. 

Shame fo^(18) that injured God I feel 
To whom the Muse awakes her varied strain/ 

Intruding with oflicious zeal. 

Around Callichore's fam'd springs 
On the moou^s twentieth eve^ should he profane 
The kindled torches, and his tribute brings 
A sleepless votary^ mingling with bis train^ 

When in the dance the starry sky 
Of Jove, with the resplendent moon, unites. 

And fifty maids, the prog^y 
Of Nereus, sport midst ocean's rapid tide, 

Or where exhaustless rivers glide. 
To Proserpine and Ceres' mystic rites 
Yielding due homage: from the Delphic fane. 

Yet there this vagrant hopes to reign. 
And satiate his rapacious soul's desire 

With wealth, which others' toils acquire, 

11. 2. 
Ye Bards who crowd each hostile page 
With tdles of wives beguil'd by lawless love, 

(18) Brodflew, Barnes, . Osim^ Dr. Mmgnre, and Mr. JodrdI, 
vBunmoinly concnr in t^i^Vipg that Baccfans is here meant, and support 
their opiniona hy obserruig that Homer gives hnn the same epithet, 
niAu7faac, «ttd that he vns woilhipped jomtly with Ceres in tlie Elensi- 
nian mjstenas, partiisalarly in the festivalBy called a lew line« lower nxoAp, 
held on the twaUieih of each moon, and celebrated with estrwrdinary 
pomp on the twentieth of Aqgnst Heath abruptly contradicts the rest 
of the eommentators, sayfaig, that the poet here means Apollo, and not 
Baechni, bnt asrfgns no satii&ctory reasoA for such coivectnrc. 

J.2 
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And war with feebly woman wage^ 

View with impartial eye our deeds^ 
And listen for a moment while I prove 
How greatly female chastity exceeds 
Man, whom unbridled passions prompt to rove. 

Oft have rude songs profan'd our name. 
Now let the Muse man's haughty sex assail. 

And publish deeds replete with shf^me. 
For he who from Jove's sons derives his birth, 

Is void of gratitude and worth, 
Nought Gould the throne his Consort gave, avail 
To make the nuptial bed his scene of joy : 

He hath obtained this spurious boy, 
By the seducing wiles of Venus led 

To some ignoble damsel's bed. 

SERVANT, CHORUS. 

SERVANT. 
Where, O ye noble matrons, shall I find 
My Queen, Erectheus' Daughter f for in quest 
Of her thro* the whole city have I ranged. 
But cannot meet with her. 

CHORUS. 

O thou who tend'st 
On the same lords with me, what fresh event 
Hath happened ? wherefore mov^st thou with sueh speedy 
And what important tidings dost thou bring? 
SERVANT. 
We are pursued : the rulers' of this land 
Search after her, resolv'd that she shall die. 
Thrown headlong from the rock. 

CHORUS. 
Ah me ! what say'st thou i 
Could we not then conceal our scheme of slaying 
The boy i 

SERVANT. 

We are detected, and her danger 
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Is uo\^ most imiDiiicut. 

CHORUS. 

But by what means 
Were these our hidden stratagems brought forth 
To public view ? 

SERVANT. 
The God hath found injustice 
Too weak to cope with justice, nor allows 
His shrine to be polluted. 

CHORUS. 

I entreat thee 
Say bow this happen'ct^ for when we have heard 
Whether our doom be death, we shall die gladly. 
Or if we live, with pleasure view the sun« 

SERVANT. 
When from the God's oracular abode 
With his new son Creusa's husband went 
To~ hold a f^ast, and for th' immortal Powers 
Prepared oblations; Xuthus sought the hill 
Whence6acchus*flamesburstforth,thathemightsprinkle 
Parnassus' cloven summit with the blood 
Of slaughter'd victims : celebrating thus 
The blest discovery of his long-lost son. 
Whom thus the Sire accosted ; *' Here remain, 
^ And bid the builders labour to erect 
'^ Such tent as shall inclose an ample space 
" On every side : but when I to those Gods 
" Who bless the natal hour have sacrific'd, 
'* If I stay long, before thy friends who here 
*' Are present, place the genial feast/* Then taking 
The heifers, he departed. But the Yojyith 
Attentive to his pious task, on columns 
Erected the light roof, to which no walls 
Lent their support; he guarded it with care. 
Both from the flaming sun's meridian rays. 
And from the western aspect ; then the sides 
An acre each in length did be extend^ 
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With equal angles ; in the central space 

Was there an area^ each of the four sides 

Its length extended to six hundred feet^ 

A perfect square^ which skilful artists say 

Was calculated well to entertain 

All Delphi at the feast : the sacred tapestry 

Then taking from the treasures of the God, 

He cover'd o'er the whole, a wondrous sight 

To all beholders : first he o'er the roof 

Threw robes, which Hercules, the son of Jove, 

To Phoebus at his temple brought, the spoils 

Of vanquished Amazons, a votive gift. 

On which these pictures by the loom were wrought; 

Heaven in its vast circumference s^l the stars 

Assembling ; there his coursers too the Sun 

Impetuous drove, till ceas'd bis waning flame. 

And with him drew in his resplendent train, 

Vesper^s clear light ; but dad in sable garb 

Night hastened onward with her chariot drawn 

By steeds unyok'd ; the stars accompanied 

Their Goddess ; thro' mid air the Pleiades, 

And with his falchion arm'd Orion mov'd; 

But plag'd on high, around the northern pole 

The Bear in an averted posture turn'd ; 

Then fulUorb'd Cynthia, who the months divide^ 

Darted her splendor from the realms above ; 

Next came the Hyades, i^ sign well known 

To sailors, and Aurora's dawning light 

The stars dispelling. But the sides he cover'd 

With yet more tapestry, the Barbaric fleet 

(10) To that of Greeqe oppos'd> was there display 'd j 

(19) Barnes^ ingenious odnjectare, tbat the yictoiy of the Atheniaat 
oyer the fleet of Xetxes, in Uie scarfight at SaJamis, which happened on 
the day when Euripides was born, is here aUuded to, has been adopted 
by Mr. Heath and Dr« Musgrave, bot is objected to by Mr. Jo<beU| 
who thinks Uie anachronism too great to have been tolerated by an Athe- 
im audience, and is for either refisning it to the Ai^gooautic ex- 
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Followed a monstrous broody half horse, balF man. 

The Thracian monarch's farious steeds subda'd. 

And lion of Nemsea ; at the gate 

Close to his Daughters Cecrops roll'd along 

On scaly folds ; this was a votive ^ft 

From some Athenian citizen unknown. 

He in the center of the festive board 

PJac'd golden cups. An aged Herald went 

On tiptoe, and each citizen of Delphi 

Invited to attend the sumptuous feast* 

They, crown'd with garlands, when the tent was fill'd. 

Indulged their genius : after the delight 

Of the repast was o*er, an aged man 

Into the midst advancing, took his standi 

And from the guests by his officious zeal 

peditioii, er oMiaUleraig it as a mere poetial image, micomected with ' 
any historical event. The anachronisms of Earipides, particulaity in 
the Trage(|y before us, are so frequent, that ai^y attempt to redace the 
6gnres on the tapestry to the smallest degree of uniformity must imme- 
diately fidl to the grooad: Heicnles, who is said to have presented it, 
Jived (9S I have alnsMly mentioned) near two hnadred years after Ion* 
By the very next lines are universally understood the Centaurs, Dia- 
medes* savage horses, the brazen -footed Stag and Nemean Lion, subdued 
or caught by him; tfaeii follows a piece of real antiquity,^ the trans- 
formation of Cecrops the first king of Athens, the present of some nn- 
knovm Citizen. On the modem stage we daily see diat the mention of 
any recent and glorious event, however unseasonably introduced, hardly 
ever fails to extort the loudest peals of applause. Allusions to drcum- 
ctances Utile laown, and which neither accord with vulgar tradition, nor 
the Poef s own language in other parts of his writings, soch as die Argo- 
nauts bavmg equipped a^t instead of a singieBhipy require to be aiarked 
out with a much greater degree of niinnteness than is here done , and the 
vague picture qf a aearfghi, without an^ precise meaning, would disgrace 
the rest of its accompaniments in the Delphic'* tent, llie very circum- 
staoce oluaeted to by Mr. Jodrell, that some of the spectators 'of this 
play at Athens had probably fought at Salamis, appears to me to give 
additional strength to Barnes's conjecture, by shewing tiiat it might have 
been deemed indelicate for the Author to have added any thing more 
than a bare mention of the fleets of Greeks and Barbarians being op« 
posed to eadh other, when his actors were addressing an audience, who 
could with ease retrace all that passed before their eyes in that dedsive 
birttle. 
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Proyok'd abundant laughter (20) : from huge urns 
He pour'd ihe water forth to lave their handsj 
And scatter'd all arouud from blazing myrrh 
A rich perfumei over the golden cups 
Presiding^ and assuming to himself 
That of&ce. But at length, when the shrill pipe 
Utter'd its notes hannonious, and the wine 
Again went rounds the jovial veteran cried ; 
** These smaller cqps remove, and in their stead 
'^ Large goblets bring, that all may cheer their soak 
" More expeditiously :" then toird the servants 
Beneath the silver vessels which they bore. 
And golden beakers by the sculptor wrought : 
But he selecting one of choicest mold. 
As if he only meant to shew respect 
To his young Lord, presented it fiU'd high 
Up to the brim, infusing midst the wine 
A deadly poison, which 'tis said his Queen 
Gave him, that the pew pfTspring of her Lord 
Might perish, but without it^ being known 
To any man what caused the stripling's death. 
. While he, whom Xuthus has declared his son. 
Surrounded by his comrades, in his hands 
Held the libation, some reproachful word 
Was utter'd by a servant, which the Youth, 
Who had receiv'd his nurture in the fan^ 
And midst experienc'd prophets, thought an omen 
Most unpropitious, and another goblet 
C( mmanded to be fill'd : but, on the ground, 
As a libation to the Delphic God 
Pour'd forth thefirs^ and bade his comrades follow 
Th' example which he gave, A general silence 

(so) '< Because such office belonged to boys, and not man adTanced 
« is years. Atlienseus in the tentli book of his Deipnosophists observes, 
^ that among the anticnts it was customary for boys of the noblest faxai- 
** Hes to pour out the \Tine ; and Cicero, in his oration against Piso, says, 
'' filthy slaves vrait, even some old men." BnoDAVs. 
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Succeeded : we the holy goblets filFd 
With water and with Biblian wine : while tliua 
We were employed, there flew into the tent 
A flock of doves, (for they beneath the roof 
Of Phoebus dwell secure :) but of the wine 
When they had tasted, after they had dippM ^ 
Their beaks which thirsted for the luscious draught. 
And the rich beverage down their feather*d throats 
QuaflTd eagerly, innoxious did it prove 
To ail beside, but she, who on the spot 
Had settled where (he new-discover'd stripling 
Pour'd his libation down, no sooner tasted 
The liquor, than she shook her wings, cried out 
With a shrill plaintive voice, andjgroauing, uttered 
Notes unintelligible. Every gu^st 
The struggles of the dove aniaz'd ; she died 
Torn with convulsions, and her purple feet 
Now loos'd their hold. But at the social board. 
He whom the oracle declared the son ~ 
. Of Xuihus, rent his garments, bai-'d his breast. 
And cried, '' what miscreant strove to slay me I speakj 
*^ Old man, for this oiBcious zeal was thine, 
" And from thy hand the goblet I recetv'd.*' 
Then with impetuous grasp his aged arm 
He caught, and questioned hioi, that in the fact 
Of bearing venpm'd drugs he might detect him ; 
Hence was the truth laid open: thro' constraint^ 
At length did he reluctantly de(:lare 
Creusa's guilt, and how her art contriv'd 
The scheme of ministring th' envenom'd draught* 
Forth from the banquet with bis comrades rush'd 
The youth, whom Phc&bus' oracles pronounc'd 
To be the son of Xuihus; standing up 
Among the Pythian nobles^ thus he spoke; * 
** O sacred land, the Daughter of Erectheus, 
" A foreign dame, would take away my life 
^' By poison." Delphi's rulers have decreed 
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My Queen shall be thrown headlong from therockj 
Nor hath one single voice, but the consent 
Of all^ adjudged her death, because she strove 
E'en in the temple to have slain the Priest. 
Pursu'd by the whole city, hither bend 
Her inauspicious steps. She thro' a wish 
For children to Apollo came: but now 
She perishes with all her hop'd-for race* 

[Exit SEKVANT. 
CHORUS. 
No means are left for wretched me 
The ruthless hand of death to 'scape ; 
For all too plainly 8ee> 
Mixt with the purple juices of the grape, 

The baleful drops of viper's blood r 
Tis'manifest what victims were design'd 
To CI-06S the dreary Stygian floods 
My life is doom'd to close in woe, 
At me huge rocky fragments will they throw« 
How, O my royal Mistress, shall I find 
Pinions to speed my rapid flight ? 
How shall I penetrate earth's inmost womb, 
^And in the realms of night 
Avoid this miserable doom ; 
Avoid the stones which vengeance hurls around^ 
When at our heads she aims the wound ? ' 
Shall I the fleetest steed ascend, 
Or the tall prow which cleaves the billowy mainf 

No art can hide so foul a stain. 
Unless some God- his sheltering aid extend. 
' How sorely, O my wretched Queen, 
Will thy tortur'd spirit grieve ! 
And shall not we, who have been seen 
Striving to work another's bane, 
The woes we would inflict, receive. 
As justice doth oidain ? 
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CREUSA, CHORUS. 

CREUSA. 
Jtj faithfal followers^ they pursue my flight, 
Sesolv'd to slay me ; by the public vote 
Of all the Pythian citizens condemned, 
I shall be yielded up. 

CHORUS. 
We are no strangers 
To thy calamities ; may'st thou escape. 
Favoured by fortune! 

CREUSA. 

>VhithershaliIfly? 
These feel were hardly swift enough € outstrip 
Impending death : but from my foes escap'd^ 
By stealth I come. 

CHORUS. 

What shelter canst thou need 
More than th^se altars furnish i 
CREUSA, 

How can they 
Avail mei 

CHORUS, 
nris unlawful to destroy 
The supphant. 

CREUSA. 
But the law hath sentenced me 
To perish. 

CHORUS. 
Hadst tlnm by their hands been cavgfat. 
CREUSA. 
But the relentless ministers of vengeance, 
Acm'd ipith drawa swords, haste hither^ 
CHORUS. 

Take thy seat 
Close to the altar, for if there thou die. 
Thy blood will on t(fy o^urderers fix a stain 
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That ne'er can be effac'd. But we with patience 
Are bound to suffer what the fates inflict. ' 

ION, CREUSA, CHORUS. ', . 

ION. 
Cephisus^ O thou aweful (^1) Sire, who bear'st 
The semblance of a Bull, what viper's this 
Thou hast begotten, or what dragon darting 
Flames most consuming from her murderous eyesl 
She with unbounded boldness is endued, 
And pestilent as those envenom'd drops 
Of Gorgon's blood with which she sought to kill me. 
Seize her ; Parnassus' rocks shall tear away 
The graceful ringlets of her streaming hair, 
When headlong from its summit she is thrown. 
Me hath propitious fortune here detain 'd. 
Else to th' Athenian city had I gone. 
And fallen into a cruel step-dame*s snares. 
But while I yet among my friends remain. 
Thy heart have I explor'd, how great a pest, 
And foe thou art to me, for at thy doors 
Hadst thou received me, thou to Pluto's realm 
Would'st instantly have hurl'd me down. (22) Behold 
The sorceress, what a complicated scene 
Of treachery hath she fram'd, yet trembles not 
The altar of Apollo to approach. 
As if Heaven's vengeance could not reach her crimes. 

(21) *' Cephisos was father of Diogensea, who married Phrasimus, to 
** whom she bore Praxithea the wife of Erectheus, and mother of Creusa. 
^ Tlie C^phisus here spoken of was an Athenian river ; the reader will 
'< find others of the same name in any of the antient geographers.* 
Barnes proceeds to asei^ several reasons for Rivers being frequently 
said by the poets to resemble Bulls, from the bellowing sound of their 
currents, their furrowing up the ground, or from the cattle haontmg 
their bank?, being attracted thither by the richness of the pasture. 

(22) I have in my translation placed the threelast verses of this speech, 
as recommended by Dr. Musgravc in his note, before those four, which * 
in all tlic editions immediately precede thcm^ as the context appean to 
he thereby greatly improved* 
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But neitber shall this altar nor the temple 
Of Phoebas save thy life : for the compassion 
Thou would^st excite^ is rather clue to me 
And to my Mother ; for although, in person, \ 

She be not here, yet is that much-Iov'd name 
Ne'er absent from my thoughts. 
CREUSA. 

To spare my life 
In my own name I warn you, and in that 
Of the vindictive God before whose altar 
We stand* 

ION. 
But what hast thou to do with Phoebus I 
CREUSA. 
Myself I to the Delphic God devote. 

ION, 
Tho* thou his priest by poison wouldst have slain. 

CREUSA. 
Phoebus in yon had at that time no right, 
Because you were your Father's. 

ION. 

I was once 
Apollo's, and still call myself his son. 
CREUSA. 
To him indeed you formerly belong'd, 
But now am I his votary, and no claim 
Have you to £uch a title. 

ION. 

Thy behaviour 
Is impious, mine was pious erst. 
CREUSA. 

I sought 
To take away the Bfe of you, a foe 
To me, and to my house. 

ION. 

Did I with arins 
Invade thy country? 
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, CREUSA. 
Yes, and you h«v€ fir^i 
The mansions of Erectheus. 

y ION. 

With what bracidd^ 
What flames f 

crbusa; 
Yoii id my palace would have dv^elt. 
Seizing it 'gainst my will. 

ION. 

My Sire bestowing 
On me the realm his valour bad obtain'd. 
CREVSA. 
But by what claim rule JBolus's race 
Over Minerva's city f 

ION. 
With bis sword 
He rescued it, and not with empty words. 
CREUSA. 
He was but an ally, nor was that land 
His proper residence. 

ION. 
Thro' the mere dread • 

Of what might happen^would'st thou then have slain me t 
CREUSA. 
Lest I should perish if your life were spared. 

ION. 
With envy art thou stung, because my Sire 
Discovered me, while thou remain'st j'et childless, 
CREUSA. 
Would you invade the childless matron's house t 

ION. 
But have not I some title to a share 
Of my Sire's wealth ? 

CREUSA. 
A shield and spear are all 
Your Father had, and all that you can claim. 
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ION. 
Leaye Phabos' nHar and this halloTv'd seat 

CREUSA. . 

Where'er she dwell, to your owd Mother give 
Such admonitions. 

ION. 

Shalt thou *9CB.pe unpunishU 
For thy attempt to slay me I 

CREUSA. 

If you mean 
To take away my life, let jt be here 
Within this temple. 

ION. 
What delight to thee 
Can it afford, amid the votive wreatbf 
Of Phoebus to expire i 

CKEUSA. 
I sbaU afflict 
One by whom I have greatly been afflicted. 

ION* 

Oh ! 'tis most wondrous, how, for man t* observe^ 
The Deity, such laws as are not good 
Or 'prudent, hath enacted. For th' unjust 
(23) Before their ahars ought to find no seat. 
But thence to be expell'd ) for 'tis not fit 
The statues of the Gods by impious hands 
Should be prafiui'd ; but every virtuous man 
Who is oppress'd ought to find shelter there. 
Yet h it most unseemly, for the just 
And the unjust, when here they meet together,^ 
V experience the same treatment from the Gods.^ 



(S3) ** Ikaow dot wiMlbor tUs fmrnigt on the priviteg^Df Aiytais » 
** any where more copicMB^ treated, than hy tha JUnttripas Sir Thomv 
*f More, in his English history of King Edward the Fimu" Basmss. 
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PYTHIAN PRIESTESS, ION, CREUSA. * 
CHORUS. 

PYTHIAN PRIESTESS. 
Refrain thy rage, my Son ; for I the Priestess 
Of Phcebus, who the tripod's antieot rites 
Maintain, selected from the Delphic maids. 
Leave his oracular abode and pass 
This consecrated threshold. 

ION. 
Haii, dear Mother* 
Altho* you bore me not. 

PYTHIAN PRIESTESS. 

Yet call me such. 
That name is not ungrateful. 

ION. 

Have you heard 
The stratagems she form'd to tnurder mef 
PYTHIAN PRIESTESS. 
I heard them ; and thou also hast transgress^ . 
Through cruelty. 

ION. 
How ! can it be unjust, 
Those who would slay me, to reward with death i 
PYTHUN PRIESTESS. 
Wives with inveterate hatred ever view 
Their Husbands' Sons sprung from another bed. 

ION. 
And we who have by them been greatly wronged. 
Abhor those Step-dames. 

PYTHIAN PBtlESTESS. 

Banish from thy soul 
This rancour, now the temple thou art leaving. 
And on thy journey to thy native land. 

ION. 
How then would you advise me to proceed? 
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PYTBIAN PBIEffHSSS. 
Go unpolluted to th' Athenian realm 
With prosperous omens. 

ION. 

Sure the man who slaj9 
His foes is unpolluted. . 

PYTHIAN PRIESTESS. 
Act not thust 
But with attentive ear receive my counsels. 

ION. 
O speak : for your benevolence to me 
Will dictate all you utter. ' ^ 

PYTHUN PRIESTESS. 5 r 

Dost thou see 
The chest beneatb my arm I 

ION. • 

An antient chest, 
With garlands deck'd| I see. 

PYTHIAN PRIESTESS. 

In this> thee erst 
A new-bom infant, I received. 
ION. 

What mean yon t 
A fresh discovery opens. 

PYTHIAN PRIESTESS. r 

I have kept 
These tokens secret ; but display them now. 

ION. 
How could you hide them such a length of time 
As since you took me up ? 

PYTHIAN PRIESTESS. 
The God required 
Thy service in his temple. 

ION. 

Doth he now 
No longer need it i who this doubt will solve i 
V^t. III. M 
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By pointing out thjr 8uv, he from these realms 
Dismisses thee. 

ION. 
Bat is it by command^ 
Or from what motive> that this chest you keep ? 
PYTHIAN PRIBStSSS. 
Apollo's self inspir'd me with the thought-— 
ION. 

Of doing what i O speak, conclude your tale. 

PYTHIAN PRIESTESS. 
With care preserving to the present time 
What I had found. 

ION. 
But how can this to me 
Cause either gain or damage f 

PYTHIAN PRIESTESS. 

Know'st thoB not, 
That round thee close these fillets were entwined f 

ION. 
What you produce may aid me in th' attempt 
To find my Mother. 

PYTHIAN PRIESTESS. 
With the God's consent, 
Which he did erst withhold. 
.^ ION. 

O day^ that bring'sl 
Blest visions to delight thisse wondering eyes ! 
PYTHIAN PRIESTESS. 
Observe these hints, and dili^ntly search 
For her who bore thoe : traversing all Asia, 
And Europe's farthest hmits, thou shalt know 
The truth of what I speak ; thee, O my Son, 
I nurtured, thro' a reverence for the God, 
And here surrender to thy hands the pledges 
Which 'twas his will I should receive anjd keep^ 
Tho' not commanded : bnt I cannot tell 
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What motive sway'd him. For^ that I possessed 
These tokens^ was by do man known, or where 
They were conceal'd. Farewell, my love for thee 
Is equal to a Mother's. With these questions 
Thou shottlcP St commence thy search for her who bote 

thee; 
First, whether she was any nymph of Delphi^ 
Who thee, the burden of her womb, exposM 
Here in this fane ; but be thy next enquiry. 
If any Grecian dame. For thou deriv'st 
All tne advantages thou bast, from me^ 
And from i^ polio, who in this event 
Hath been concern'd. 

ION. 
Alas! what plenteous tears 
Steal from these eyes, while shuddering I revolve 
How she who bore me, having erst indulg'd 
A secret passion, did by stealth expose, 
Nor at her breast sustain me : but unknown 
I in the temple of Apollo led 
A servile life. The God indeed was kind. 
But Fortune harsh : for at the very time 
When in maternal arms I should have sported, 
And tasted somewhat of the joys of life, 
I of my dearest Mother's fostering care 
Was cruelly deprived. She from whose womb 
I sprung, is wretched too, she hath endurM 
The self-same pangs with me, and lost the bliss 
She might have hop'd for from the son she bore. 
But now this antient coffer will I take 
And carry for a present to the God ; 
O may I heqce discover nought to blast 
My wishes! For if haply she who bore me 
Should prove some slave, it were a greater evil ' 
To find my Mother than to let her rest 
In silence. — I this votive gift, O PKoebus 
Lodg:e in thy faoe. Bat what presumptuous deed ! 
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Oppose I the benignant God who saVd 
These tokens to assist me in discovering 
Mj Mother i I am bound to ope the lid. 
And act with courage : for what fate ordains 
I ne'er can supersede. Why were ye hidden 
From me, O sacred wreaths and bandages 
In which I was preserved 7 This orbed chest 
Behold, how by some counsel of the God 
It hath been freed from the effects of age ; 
Still is its wicker substance undecay'd, 
Although the time which intervened was long 
For such a store to last. 

CR£USA« 

Ah me ! what vision 
Most unexpected do I see? 

CHORUS. 

Thou oft 
Didst heretofore know when thou should'st be silent. 

CREU8A. 
My situation now no more admits 
Of silence : cease these counsels ; for I view 
The chest in which I, O my Son, expos'd you. 
While yet a tender infant, in the cave 
Of Cecrops midst th' encircling rocks of Macra. 
I therefore from this altar will depart, 
Tho' death should be the consequence* 

ION. 

O seize her : 
For she, with frenzy smitten by the God, . 
Leaps from the hallow'd altar : bind her armr. 
CRBU8A. 
The execution of your bloody purpose 
Suspend not : for this chest, and you, and all 
The hidden relics it contains of yours, 
My son, will I hold fast. 

ION. 

Are not these arts 
Most dreadful ? with what specious words e'en now 
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She claims me for a pledge ! 

CREUSA. 

Not thus: batyoo' 
Whom they hold dear, are by your friends discovered* 

ION. 
Am I a friend of thine, and yet in secret 
Would'st thou have murder*d me? 

CREUSA, 

'Yea, and my Son; 
A name to both thy Parents ever dear. 

ION. 
Cease to contrive these fraudfiil stratagems : 
For I will clearly prove that thoa art guilty. 
CREUSA. 

Ah, would to Heaven that I could reach the mark 
At which I aim my shaft! 

ION. 

Is that chest empty, 
Or fill'd with hidden stores? 

CREUSA. 

Here are the garments 
In which I erst exposed you. 

ION. 

Canst thou tell 
What name they bear before thine eyes behold them ? 
CREUSA. 
If I aright describe them not ; to die 
Will I be nothing loth. 

ION. 
Speak ; for thy boldness 
Is somewhat wonderful. 

CREUSA. 

Observe the robe 
Which erst I wove, when yet a maid. 

ION. 

What sort 
Of garment is it ? for the virgin^' loom 
Produces various woofs. 
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CREUSA* 

Not yet complete ; 
The sketch bespeaks a learner. 

ION. 

In what form. 

That here thou may'st not take me unawares i 
CHEUSA. 
The Gorgon fills the center of that vest, . 

ION. 
O Jove, what fate pursues me ! 
CREUSA. 

And the margin 

With serpents is encompassed like the ^is» 

ION, 
iiO this is the saude garment. We have made 
Such a complete discovery as resembles 
The oracles of Heaven. 

CREUSA. 

O woof which erst 
My virgin shuttle wrought. 

JON. 

Canst thou produce 
Aught else, or in this evidence alone 
Art thou successful? 

(94) CREU8A. 
In a style antique 
Dragons with golden cheei^Si Minerva'dgift, 
Who bids us rear our children 'mong such forms, 
In imitation of our ancestor 
Great £rictbonjuB. 

ION. 
What is their effect. 
Or wha( can be their use i To me explain 

(24) Heatb, Pienon, and Dr. Maigrare, all concur in aieribing the 
three lines, here tnuubled as one continned sentence, to Creosa: for 
whence, as tiie former of tiiese critics observesy coold Ion possiUgr 
know, that these golden dng/om were the gift of Mhienra? 
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These golden ornaments, 

CREU8A. 

Tbem, O my Son, 
Around bis neok the new-born child should W€ar« 

ION. 
ilere are the Dragons : but I wish to know 
What's the third sign. 

CRBUSA. 
Then round your brow I plac'd 
A garlatid of that olive which first grew 
On Pailas' rock ; tbis^ if it still be here. 
Hath not yet lost the verdure of its leaves. 
But flourishes unwkher'd like the tree 
From which Hwas taken. 

ION. 

O my dearest Mother, 
With what delight do I beliold thy face I 
And on those cheeks with what delight imprint 
The kiss of filial rapture ! 

CR£USA« 
O my Son^ 
Who in a ttother^s partial eyes outshine 
The splendor of Hyperion, (for die God 
Will pardon me) I clasp you in these armf 
Found unexpectedly, you whom I thought 
To have been plung'd beneath the silent gri|ve^ 
And dwelt with Proserpine. 

ION 

But while thou fiing'st, 
O my dear Mother, thy fond arms around me. 
To tbee I seen like one who hath been detul. 
And is restored tp life. 

- CREUSA. 
Thou wide expanse 
Of radiant ether, in what grateful tone 
Shall I express myself? By clamorous shouts? 
Whence bath such unexpected pleasure reaoh^d met 
To whom ain I indebted fi>r this ^oj I 
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ION. 
Sooner could I have look'd for aught, O Mother, 
Happening to iDe> than the discovery made 
lu this bUbpicious hour, that I am thine* 
CREUSA. 
With fear 1 tremble yet lest thou should'st lose— 

ION. 
The Son who meets thy fond embrace? 
CReUSA. 

Such hopes 
I from my soul had banish VI* Whence, O Woman, 
Didst thou with fostering arms receive my child i 
By whom to Phoebus' temple was he borne i 

ION. 
Twas the God's doing. But may prosperous fortune 
Be'ouns thro- the remainder of our liyes^ 
Which have been wretched hitherto. 
CREUSA« 

My Son, 
Mot without tears were you brought forth ; your Mother 
Midst bitter lamentations from her arms 
Cast you to eaith : but now, while to your cheeks 
I press my lipp, again I breathe, I taste 
The most ecstatic pleasures, 

ION. 

What thou say'st. 
May to us bpth with jusli(*e be applied* 
CRi:V9A. 
No longer am I left without an heir, 
No longer childless ; my paternal house 
Acquires new strength, and the Athenian reahn 
flath yet its native monarchs, E'eh Erectheus 
Grows young again, nor shall our earth-born race 
Be^cover'd with the shades of night, but view 
The sun's resplendent beams. 

ION. 

But, O my Mother, 
Since my Sire too ii present, let him 9harc 
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The jtr^ntports I to thee haye given. 

CREUSA. 

What words 
Are these which you have utter^d^ O my Son ? 

ION. 
Who proves to be the author of my birth. 

CREtJSA. 
Why speak of this f Fo; from another Sire 
Yon spring, and not from Xuthus. 

ION. 

Me, alas! 
Id thy unwedded state, a spurious child. 
Thou then didst bear. 

CREUSA. 
Nor yet had Hymen wav'd 
For me his toroh, or led the choral dance^ 
When, O my dearest Son, for you I felt 
A Mother's throes. 

TON. 
From what ignoble race 
Am I descended? 

CREUSA. 
Witness she who slew 
The Gojgon. 

ION. 
"Ha ! what mean'st thon by these words I 

CREUSA. 
Who on my rocks, whence with spontaoeons shooi^ 
The fragrant olive springs, my native hills,* 
Fixes her seat. 

ION. 
To methon speak'st so darkly. 
That what thou mean'st I cannot comprehends 

CREUaA. 

B^ne^th the rock where her harmonious lays 
The nightingale attunes, IbyApollo-« 

ION. 

Why 4osi thou naqus Apollo i 
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CREU8A. 

Was «mbrac*d 
In secrecy i— 

Speak on : for fair renown^ 
And prosp^oaa fortune, will io me accme 
From the event which thourelai'st. 
CREU8A. 

To Phoebus, 
While in its orbit the tenth moon revolv'd, 
I bore a 6on> whom I conceal'd. 

ION. 

Most grateful 
Are these strange tidings, if thou utter truth. 
CREUSA. 
The fillets which I erst, while yet a maid. 
Wove with my shuttle I around yon twin'd : 
But you ne'er clung to this maternal breast, 
Nor did these hands for you the laver hold. 
But in a desert cavern^ were you thrown 
To perish, torn by the remorseless beaks 
Of hungry vultures. 

ION. 
What a horrid deed 
Was this, in thee, O Mother ! 

CREU8A. ' 

By my fears 
Held fast in bondage, O my Son, your life 
I would hav£ cast away, would then, tbu' loth. 
Have mnrder'd you. 

ION. 
ThoB too didst scarce escape 
From being slain by my unholy rage. 
CREUSA. 
Such, were my wretched fortunes then, and such 
The apprehensions which I feh. Now here, 
Now there, we by calamity are whirl'd. 
Then sport anew in prosperous fortune's gales. 
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Which often veer: but may they fix ut last! 
May what I have endur'd suffice ! But npw^ 
My SoD^ doth a propitious breeze succeed 
The tempest of our woes. 

CHORUS4 

Let no man think 
Aught wonderful that happens^ when compared 
With these events. 

ION. 
O Fortune, who hast wrought 
A change in countless multiiudes, whom first 
Thou hast made wretched, and then blest anew ; 
What an important crisis of my life 
Is this which I have reach'd, and been expos'd 
To dangers imminent^ of slaying her 
Who bore me, and enduring such a death 
As I deserv'd not ! While we view the sun 
Perforui his bright career, fresh truths like these 
Each day lie open for the world to learn. 
My Mother, (blest discovery !) thee I find, 
Mor have I any reason to complain 
Of being sprung from an ignoble Sire. 
But 1 would tell the rest to thee alone : 
Come hhher ; let me whisper in thine ear. 
And over these transactions cast a veil 
Of darkness. Recollect, if at the time 
When thou thy virgin purity didst forfeit. 
Thou wert not by some secret paramour 
Betray'd, and afterwards iuducM to charge 
The God with having ruin'd thee ; my scorn 
Endeavouring to avoid, by the assertion 
That Phcebus is my Father, tho' by him 
Thou wert not pregnant. 

CREUSA. 

No, by her who fought. 
Borne in a car sublime, for thundering Jove 
Against the Giant's earth*born race^ Minerva 
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Victorious Goddess^ by no mortal Sire 
Were you, my Son, begotten, but by him 
Who nurtured you, Apollo mighty king, 

ION. 
What motive then had he for yielding up 
His offspring to another Sire, pretending 
That I am Xuthus* Son ? 

CREUSA. 

The God asserts not 
That Xuthns was the author of your birth. 
But you, his offspring, doth on him bestow. 
For to a friend a friend may give his son 
T' inherit his possessions. 

ION. 

O ray Mother, 
Ao anxious doubt, whether the God speak truth, 
Or utter a fallacious oracle, 
Is cause sufficient to disturb my soul. 
CREUSA. 

Hear then, my Son, what thoughts to me occur ; 
Your benefactor Phoebus places you 
In an illustrious house : but were you callM 
The offspring of the God, you would receive 
For your inheritance, nor wide domains, 
!Nor aught of rank paternal. For from him 
With whom my luckless union I conceaFd, 
And secretly attempted to have slain you, 
How could you look for aught i But be, promotinj^ 
Your interest, to another Sire consigns you. 

ION. 

I cannot rashly credit tales like these. 
But I will go into the fane, and ask 
Apollo, whether from a mortal Sire 
I spring, or whether I am Phoebus' son. 
Ha ! who is that, who on the pinnacles 
Of this high dome ascending, like the Sun, 
Displays her front celestial i let us fly. 
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My Mother^ lest perchance we view the God* 
(25) When we are not permitted to behold them* 

MINERyA, ION, CREDSA, CHORUS* 

MINERVA. 
O stay, for 'tis from me you fly, who bear 
To you no hate, but in th* Athenian realm. 
And here am equally your friend : I, Pallas, 
From whom your native land derives its name. 
Am hither come with swift career dispatch'd . 
By Phoebus, in your presence, who himself 
Deems it not meet t' appear, lest his past conduct 
In foul reproach involve him : but the God 
Sends me t' inform you that Creusa bore. 
And Pbcebus was the father who begot you. 
Bat you, the God, as he sees fit, bestows, 
Not upon him who is your real Sire, 
But hath contrived this plot that you may gain 
The heritage of an illustrious house. 
For when the holy oracle pronounc'd 
This riddle, fearing, by a Mother's wiles. 
Lest you should bleed, or with vindictive hand 
That Mother slay^ he by a stratagem 
Hath extricated both. The royal Seer 
Meant to have kept this secret, till at Athens 
He had proclaimed that you derive your birth 



(25) Spanheim, in bis notes on the following similar passage in Calli- 
machus's Hymn on the Balh of Pallas, which is referred to by Dr* 
Mnsgrave, 

cites these two last lines of lotfS speech, and the two tin of Mhier?a*s 
reptyy and observes that the vohmtaiy appeanuxes of the Gods to 
men, particatorly sodi aa were voachsafed to the pioos at the asystie 
sohManities, were supposed, instead of cansmg blindntss, as hi the 
ease of Tpresns, or any instant miMUef, to bnog health to the body, 
aadTirlae to the sonL 
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From Phoebtis and Creusa. But this matter 

That I may finish now, and the contents 

Ofthqge important oracles reveal. 

Which to explore ye by your barness'd^steeds ' 

Were hither di awn, attend.^— Creusa, take 

Thy son, to the Cecropinn land repair, 

And place him on the throne; for from the race 

Of great Erectheus sprung, he is entitled 

To rule my favoured realm, and shall be fam'd 

Thro' Greece : for his four sons, sprung from one root. 

Shall, on their country, and its tribes 4vho dwell 

Upon my sacred rock, their name confer; 

Geleon the first; then.Hoples, Argades, 

And, from the shield I bear, a chief call'd JEgis 

Shall rule th' i£gichori. But their descendants 

Born at a period by the Fates assigned. 

Amid the Cyclades shall dwell, in towns 

Encircled by the billowy deep, and havens 

Which to my realm will add new strength : the shores 

Of either continent shall they possess, 

Asia and Europe, but, from Ion, styl'd 

lonians, they with glory shall be crown'd. 

But from thee too and Xuthus shall descend 

A noble race; Doru.s, the mighty founder 

Of the fam'd Doric realm j in the domain 

Of antient Pelops, shall your (26) second son 

Achasus be the Monarch of the coast 

Bordering on Uhium's steep ascent, with pYide 

That nation shall adopt their leader's name. 

In all things hath Apollo acted right ; 

First without pain he caus'd thee to bring forth. 

Lest to thy friends thy shame should be reveal'd : 

(S6) '' Adiaens, the second son of Xutfaos, having unwittin^y com* 
^ nitted an act of homicide, retreated into Sparta, aad ihnn hkn waf 
<' the name of Acfaaians giren to the inhabitants of the sea caatt aear 
<< Rhium, a promontory of Peloponesos Btoated on the movth of tha 
** Corintliian tmy," Baos^ros and Barnes. 
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Bat fifter thou badst borne this Sodj and swathed . 

Those fillets round bim^ he bade Hermes bring 

The infant to this fane^ and nurtur'cl him. 

Nor suffer'd him to die. Now therefore keep 

Strict silence, nor declare that he is thine. 

That Xuthus may exult in the idea . 

Of being Father to the youth, while thou^ 

woman, shah enjoy the real bliss. 
Farewell, for from this pause in your afflictions 

1 to you both announce a happier fate. 

ION. 
O Pallas, daughter of imperial Jove, 
Thy words I disbelieve not : for from Phoebus 
And this illustrious Dame am I convinced 
That I derive my birth, which from the first 
Was not improbable. 

CREUSA. 

To what I speak 
Now give attention : I commend Apollo, 
Tho* erst I blam'd him ; for he now restores 
To me the Son he formerly neglected. 
Now are these portals pleasing to my sight, 
And this oracular abode of Phoebus, 
Which I so lately loath'd. I now these rings 
Seize with exulting hands, and at the threshold 
Utter my grateful orisons. 

BnNERVA. 

The praises 
Which thou bestow'st on Phoebus, I applaud. 
And this thy sudden change : for tho' the aid 
The Gods afford be tardy, it at length 
Proves most effectual. 

CREUSA. 

Let us, O my Son, 
Repair to our own Athens. 

MINERVA. 

Thither go. 
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And I will follow. 

CREUSA. 

Deign 1* accompany 
Oar steps, and to our city prove a friend. 
MINERVA. 
Upon the throne of thy progenitors. 
There take thy seat. 

ION. 
To me will such possessioin 
Be honourable. 

CHORtrs. 
O Phoebus, son of Jove, 
And of Latona, hail. Whene'er his house 
Is shaken by calamity, the man 
Who pays due reverence to the Gods, hath cause 
To trust in their protection : for at length 
The virtuous shall <lbtain their due reward> 
Nor shall the wicfked prosper in the land. 
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Quad apod EoripldeiD Herc«les» cum nt Eoristhei filios, ita snot con- 
figebat Mgittu, com nxorem interimebaty cnm conabalur etiam 
patreiDy non perinde moTebntiir fidas at veris moTcretur? 

CiCSRO. 

Qoaleoi, jnita Jonoaifl imqme 
Hoimit Alcidea viga jam Dtte, Megtnun, Ltcah. 



y/Qi, HI. 
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PERSONS OF THE DRAMA. 

AMPHITRYON. 

MEOARA. 

CHORUS OF THEBAIC OLD VML 

HERCULES. 

LYCUS. 

IRIS. 

A FIEND. 

MESSENGER^ 

THESEUS. 



tCENE— BEFORE THE ALTAR OF JUPITER, AT THE VH^ 
TRANCE OF THE HOUSE OF HERCULES IN THEBES. 
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AMPHITRYON, MEGARA. 

AMPHITRYON. 

Is there on earth, a stranger to the man (1) 

Who shar'd the sfrme auspicious nuptial bed 

With Jove, Amphitryon born at Argos, sprung 

Frum Perseus* son Atcseas, me the Sire 

Of Hercules? He in these regions dwelt, 

Wherefrom the soil a helmed crop arose ; 

Murs, a small dumber of that race, preaerv'd, 

^hpse children's children people Cadmus* city. 

Hence Creon king of Thebes, Menmceus' son^ . 

Derives h\^ birth, and Creon is the Sire 

Of this unhappy Megara, to grace 

Whose hymeneal pomp, each Tbeban er^t , 

Attun'd the jocund lute, into my house 

Wlien Hercules conducted her. But leaving 

This realm where I resided, and his Consort, 

And kindred, my Son chose to fix his seat 

•Within'the walls of Argos, of that city 

JErected by the Cyclops, whence I fled 

Stain'd with (<2) Electryon's gore: but to alleviate 

(1) Similar to this is the langoage of Amphitryop in Plautii^ 

'< Pol me lMM9dp«intet 
" 8ctf icet boni 4iwiditwi mti ^sri^en cam Jove." 

A* ▼. ic. t, y. 7i|t* 
aad lyndann on hit first entrance or Iheftage In the Oi e el ao ti fav 
Anther, is oompMnsented by his son in kw Menelans as hssiiig been 
most fortuaate in the honoor of Jnpitei's becoming a partner in Us m|>- 
tialbed. 

(2) ApoHedoms, in the passafe referred to by RaiBes,: infiNrms as 
that Amphitiyon, fMYing recovered some oxen bekiming to Jtiectryew^ . 
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My woes, and in his native land obtain 
A quiet residence, this great reward 
He on Eurystheus p^omis^'d to bestow. 
That he would rid the world of every pest : 
Harrass*d by Juno's stings, or envious Fate, 
With her conspiring : but, his other labours 
Accomplish*d, he thro' Tsenarus' jaws irt length 
Went to the house of Pluto, to drag forth 
Into the realms of day helFs triple hound : 
He thence retvim» not. Bat an old tradition 
Among the race of Cadmus hath prevailed. 
That (S) Lycus, Dirce's husband, erst bore rule- 
Over this city, till Jove's sons, Amphion, 
And Zethus, who oa milk-white coursers rode. 
Became its Sovereigns. Lycus' son who bear» 
His Father's name, no Theban, but arriving 
Fro» the Eobcean state^ slew royal Creon, 
And having slain him, seizM the throne, invading 
The city with Ivmuluious broils coavuls'd. 
But the affinity which we have form'd 
With Creon, seems to be my greatest curse : 
For while my Son stays in the realms beneath, 
Lycus th^ egregious moo arch of this land 



tiie fiidier of hU wife Alcdieiur, was dnving them lionc, and throwing 
Ins staff at one which ran arway, it glanced from the horns of the beast 
•n Electryon*s head, and killed him. Sthenelus took advuitage of tins 
misfortune to expel Amphitryon from the territory of Argos. 

(3) This first l^ycns, Father of the Lycus who is one of the charac- 
ten in the tragedy before us, was brother of Nyctens, and son of the 
Spartan Cthonins. He was first married to Antiope^ whom he divorced 
and kept in chains, aiid afterwttnds to Dirce ; bat Zethns and Amphion, 
the two sons of Andope by Jupiter, enraged «t tke injurious treatment 
thehr Mother experienced, destroyed Dirce, who is spoken of as being 
ireryiastramentaliptiieenMltsea exercised on her rind, by tying her to 
the horns of n wikl butt : as to Lycus^ it appean fimn Euripides that 
they did not kill, but banish bin to the istend of Enbcea, where this 
aon of his, the younger Lycus, was bom after his exile ; which in some 
.AMasure aceoonts for the length of tima that hitervened befosa he 
MiMd the Thebas throne. 
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# 
Would with the Cliildrett ef AlcWes kill 
His Consort, by fresh nurders to extinguish 
The past, and kill me too, (if one thro' age 
So useless may be numbered anaong men) 
Lest when the boys attain naaturer age. 
They should avenge their Grandsire Creon's death. 
But I (for my Son left me here to teod 
His children, and direct the house, since he 
Enter'^ the subterraneous realms of night,) 
With their afflicted Molhei^ lest ^tl^ race 
Of Hercules should bleed, for nn asylum 
Have chosen this altar of protecting Jove, 
Which my illustrious son for a memorial 
Of his victorious arms did here erects 
When he Ln battle had subdued the Minyans* 
But we, the' destitute of every comfort. 
Of food, drink, clothing, tbo' coqstrain'd to li^ 
On <he bare pavement, hei*e maintain our seait^ 
For every hospitable door is barr'd 
Against us, and we have no other hope < 

Of being sav'd. Some of our friends I see 
Are faithless, and the few who prove sincere^ 
Too weak to aid us. Such i» the etkct 
Of adverse fortune o'er the race of men ; 
May be to whom I bear the least attachments 
Never experience that unerring teait _j 

Of friendship. 

MEGARA. 
Hiou old man, who erst didst storm 
The Taphian ramparts, when thou with renown 
Didst lead the host of Thebeji ; the seCifet will 
Of Heaven, how little can frail mortals }inow ! 
Por to me too of no avail have prov*d 
The forgoes pf my Father, who elate 
With wealth and regal power, (whence at the breasts 
Of its possessors spears are hurl'd by those 
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Whose souls the lust of road ambition fires) 

And having children, gave me to thy Sou 

Joining a noble consort in the bonds 

Of wedlock with Alcides, thro* whose death 

These blessings are all fled. Now I, and thuu. 

Old Man» are doom'd to perish with the sons 

Of Hercules^ whom, as the bird extends 

Her sheltering wings over her callow brood, 

I guard. By turns they come and qdestion me ; 

^' O Mother, whither is my Father gone ? 

'^ What is he doing ? when will lie return?" 

Tho' now too yo^jng sufliciently to feel 

How great their loes, thus ask they for their Sire, 

I change the theme, and forge a soothing tale. 

But am with wonder smitten when the doors 

Creak on their massivehinges, and at once 

They all start up, that at their Father's knees 

They may fall prostrate. But what hope hast thou 

Of saving us, or what support, Old Man ? 

For I to thee look up. We from the bounds 

Of these domains nnnotic'd cannot scape ; 

Mightier tbam us, a watchful guard is plac'd 

At every avenue, and in our friends 

No longer for protection can we trust. 

Explain thyself, if thou hast any scheme. 

By which thou from impending death canst save us{ 

But let us strive to lengthen out the time. 

Since we are feeble 

AMPHITRYON. 

Tis no easy task 
In such a situation, O my Daughter, 
To forip a sure and instantaneous judgement. 
MEOARA. 
What is there wanting to complete ^y woes^ 
CH- why art thou so foftd of life? 
AMMttTRVON. 

That blessing 
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1 still eojojy still cherish pleasing hopes. 
MCGARA. 
I also hope, old man : but it is foUj 
To look for what we never can attain. 
AMPfiTTRYON. 
We by delaying might avert our fate. 

ME&ARA. 
But I in this sad interval of tim0 
Feel piercing anguish. 

AMPHTTBYON, 

The auspicious gales 
Of Fortune, O my Daughter, yet may waft 
Both you and me out of our present troubles^i 
If e'er my Son j'our valiant Lord return.. 
But O be pacified yourself, and cause 
Your children to dry up their streaming tears; 
With gentle language and delusive tales 
Beguile them, tho' all fraudful arts are wretched^ 
For the disasters which afflict mankind 
Are wearied out ; the stormy winds retain npt 
Their undiminished force; nor are the t>lest 
Perpetually blest : for all things change. 
And widely differ from their former state. 
The valiant man is he who still holds fast 
His hopes; but to despair bespeaks the coward. 

CHORUS, AMPHITRYON, WEGARA. 

CHORUS. 
Propped on my ft^jthful staif, from home. 
And from the couch of palsied age. 
In melancholy guise I roam, 
Constrained to chaunt funereal strainS|| 
As the expiring swan complains, 
A war of words alone { wage. 
In semblance, but a flitting sprite. 
An airy vision of the night. 
I totter ; yet doth active zeal 
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This faithful bosom still inspire. 
Ye Children who have lost your Sire^ 
Thou Veteran^ ajid tbou aged Dame, 
Doom'd for thy Lojrd these griefs to feel. 
Whose Pluto's dreary mansions claim ; 
O weary not your tender feet. 
Like steeds by galling harness bound. 
To turn the ponderous mill around, 
J would advance my friends to meet. 
Yet are my utmost efforts vain. 
This shattered frame I scarce sustain : 
Draw near, O take this ^reqibling band^ 
And holding fast my robe, support 
My steps, thy needful aid I court. 
Because I api top weak to stand. 
Lead on the Chief, tho' now by years 
Bow'd down, who marshalled on the strand. 
His comrades erst a hardy band ; 
With him in youtb we launcb'd our spears. 
Nor then .belied our native land. 
See how their eyes dart liquid fire. 
Those Children emulate their Sire ; 
But still hereditary fate. 
Pursues with unrelenting h^te 
ThfBir tender years, nor can their charms 
Redeem them from impending barms. 
What valiant champions of thy cause, 
O Greece, thy violated la^s. 
When these thy great supports shall fail. 
Torn from thy fostering land wilt thou bewail. 

But I behold the Monarch of ihe realm 
Tyrannic Lycus, who these doors approaches. 

LYCUS, AMPHITRYON, MEGARA, CHORUS. 

LYCUS. 

Tfiis question, (if I may) I to the Sir© 



Digitized by 



Google 



HERCULES DISTRACTED. 185 

And Consort of Alcides would propose ; 
<But, <i8 your King, I have a riglvt to make 
Any enquiries I think fit) how long 
Seek ye to spin out life ? what farther hope 
Have ye in \iey^, wbajt succour to ward off* 
The stroke of death f expect ye that the Father 
Of these deserted children, who lies stretch'd 
Amid the realms beneath will thence return. 
That ye bely your rank, and meanly utter 
These clamorous plaints on being doom'd to die? ' 
Thro' Greece hast thou diffused an idle boast^ 
That Jove enjoy'd thy consort, and begot 
An ofFspripg like himiself ; while you exulted 
In being culFd Wife to the first of Heroes. 
But what great action bath your I^rd performed, 
Tn having slain thajb Hydra at the lak.e. 
Or tlie Nemdean lion whom with $nares 
' He caught, and thjen d^d arrogantly boast. 
That be had strangled in his nervous arm$? 
Will these exploits enable you to vie 
With me? and for such merit am I bound 
To spare the sons of Hercules^ who gain'd 
A name which he deserv'd nm? He was brave . 
In waging war with beasts, in nought beside, 
With his left hand he never did sustain . 
The shield, nor fac'd he the proteudc d spear. 
But with his bow, that weapon of a dastard. 
Was still prepar'd for flight: such arms affqrd 
No proof of courage ; but the truly brave 
Is he who in the ranks where he is station'd 
Maintains his ground, and sees with steadfast eye 
Those ghastly wounds the missile jave{in give$. 
Old man, I ^t not thus thro* cruelty. 
But caution ; for I know that I have slain 
Creon her Father^ and possess bis throne. 
These children thi^efore will not I allow 
To live till they attain maturer years. 
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Lest tbey should punish me for such a deed, 
AMPHITRYON. 
Jove will assert the cause of his own Son. 
But us for me, O Hercules, my care 
Shall be to prove the folly of this Tyrant: 
For thy illustrious name I will not suffer 
To be reproached. First from a hateful charge^ 
(And that of cowardice I deem most hateful) 
Calling the Gods to witness, am I bound 
To vindicate thy honour. I appeal 
To Jove's own thunder, and th' impetuous steedsji 
Which drew Alcides* chariot when he sped 
Those winged arrows to transpierce the flanks 
Of earth-born Giants, and among the Gods 
Triumphant revell'd at the genial board. 
Go next to Pholoe's realm, thou w©rst of Kings, 
And ask the Centaurs' monstrous brood, what man' 
They judge to be m^ost brave, whether that title 
Belongs not to my Son, who only bears. 
As you assert the semblance of an hero ? 
But should you question the Euboean mount 
Of Dirphys, where your infancy was purturM^ 
It cannot sound your praise: you have performed 
No glorious action for your native land 
To testify, yet scorn that wise invention 
The quiver fraught with shafts : attend to me 
And I will teach you wisdom. By his arms 
Encumber'd, stands the warrior who is sheathH 
In ponderous mail, ^nd thro* the fears of those 
Who fight in the same rank, if they want courage. 
Loses his life ; nor, if bis spear be broken. 
Furnished with nought but courage, from his breast 
Can he repel the wound ; but he who bends 
With skilful hand the bow, hath this advantage. 
Which never fails him ; with a thousand shafts 
He smites the foe, no danger to himself 
Incurring but securely stands aloof. 
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And wreaks his vengeance while they gaze around, 

Wuhout perceiving whence the weapun conies; 

His person he exposes not, but takes 

A guarded post: for what in waj* displays 

The greatest prudence, is to vex the foe, 

Nor rush at random on their pointed spears. 

Such reasoning on the subject in debate 

With yours indeed agrees not : but what cause 

Have you for wishing to destroy these children ? 

How have they injur'd you ? In one respect 

1 deem you wise, because you dread the race 

Of valiant men, and feel yourself a coward : 

Yet is it hard on us, if we must bleed 

Your apprehensions to remove ; yon ought 

To suffer all we would inflict, from us 

Whose merit is superior far to yours. 

Were Jove impartial. Would you therefore wield 

The sceptre of this land, let us depart 

As exiles from the realm, or you shall meet 

With strict retaliation, when the gales 

Of wavering fortune alter. O thou land 

Of Cadmus, (For to thee I now will speak, 

But in reproachful accents,) micb protection 

Afford'st thou to the sons of Hercules, 

Who (4) iingly warring with the numerous host 

Of M inyae, catts*d the Thebans to Kft up 

Their free-born eyes undaunted? I on Greece 

No praises can bestow, nor will pass over 

<4) The people llerft sp^en oif liAabited a district of BoKotil^ and 
were first called Minyie^ inm tfielr hJa^ Minyat, Ike Giindtoii tf 
Neptune, and afterwards Orchoroeniaai, from Orchoniemts, the son and 
successor of Minyas. Homer has united the names, and, in his list of 
the Grecian fleet, d leum o^opiMv viowum are described as following the 
banners of Ascalapbus to the siege of Tfoy, lAfle flbfc rest of the Bceo- 
thuM are commanded by Peneleiis. By a passi^ ftfom Biodorat Sicolny 
referred to by Dr. Musgrave in his note, it appears tiiat Hercules acttarily 
obtained tfiis victory over the Minyans, not indeed by bis own single 
tfmjbut iptfaecapacityof apttfrtemiailelufiligabody ofUfiiea^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



188 HERCULES DISTRACTED. 

In silence its base treatment of my Son, 
For 'twas its duty in these children's cause, 
Bearing flames, pointed spears, and glittering mail> 
To have march'd forth, and recompensed the toils 
Of their great Father, who hath purg'd the sea 
And land from all its monsters. Such protection 
Nor doth the Theban city, O my children. 
Nor Greece aflford you : but ye now look up 
To nue a feeble friend who can do nought, 
But plead for you with unavailing words. 
For all the vigour which I once possessed 
Hath now deserted me ; old age assails 
My trembling limbs and this decrepid frame. 
Were I again endued with youthful strength, - ^ 
I would snatch up my javelin, and defile 
With gore the yellow ringlets on the head 
Of that Oppressor, whom his fear should drive 
Beyond the most remote Atlantic bounds. 
CHORUS. 
Are there not causes such as may provoke 
Those who are virtuous to express their thoughts, 
^ho' destitute of eloquence ? 

LYCUS. 

'Gainst me 
Speak liVhat thou wilt, for thou art arm'd with words. 
But for injurious language by my deeds 
Will I requite thee. Godsend woodmen, some 
To Helicon, ^ome to Parnassus' vale, 
Bid them fell knotted oaks, and having borne them 
Into the city, heap their ponderous trunks 
Around the altar, and with kindled flames 
Consume the bodies of this hated race ; 
So shall they Jlearn th^t Creon the deceased 
No ioBger is the ruler of this land. 
Bat that I wield the sceptre. As for you 
Who thwart my counsels, O ye aged men, 
Not for the Sons of Hercules alone 
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Shall ye lament^ but for those evil fortunes 
Which ye and your own house are doomed to suffer : 
But this shall ye remember, that to me 
Your Monarchy ye are Slaves, 
CHORUS. 

O ye the race 
Of Earth, whom Mars erst sow'd, when he had torn 
From, the huge Dragon's jaws th" envenom'd teeth. 
With those right hands why will ye not uplift 
The staves on which yc lean, and with his gore 
Defile the head of this unrighteous man. 
Not born at Thebes, but in a foreign realm, 
From inconsiderate youths who gains that homage 
Which he deserves not i but in evil hour 
O'er me shah thou bear rule, nor shall my wealth 
Acquired by many toiI» be ever thine : 
Go, act the tyrant in Euboea's land. 
From whence thou hither cam'st : for while I live. 
The Sons of Hercules thou ne'er sbalt slay, 
Nor is their mighty Father plung'd so deep 
Beneath earth's surface, that he cannot hear 
His children's outcries. Thou to whom this land 
Owes its destruction dost possess the throne : 
But he its benefactor is depriv'd 
OF the rewards he merits. Me thou deem'st 
Officious, for prdteeling those I love 
E'en in the grave, where friends are needed most. 
O my right arm, how do&t thou wish to wield 
The spear, but thro' enfeebling age bast lost 
Thy vigour : else would I have quell'd thy pride 
^Vho dar'st to call me slave, and iff this Thebes, 
Where thou exult'st, with glory dwelt. A ciiy 
Diseas'd thro' mutiny and evil counsels 
Is void of wisdom, or would ne'er have chosen 
Thee for its lord. 

MEOARA. 

Ye veterans, I applaud 



Digitized by 



Google ^ 



IW HERCULES DISTRACT£l>* 

Your zeal : for indignation at the wrongs 

His friends endure becomes the virtuous friend* 

But let not anger 'gainst your lord expose yoo • 

To sbfR?r in our cause. My judgement heary 

Amphifryon, if to thee in aught [ seem 

To speak discreetly. I these children love, 

(And hovr can I help loving those 1 bore?) 

For whom i have endured the painful throes « 

Of childbirth. And to die is what I think of 

As of a thing most dreadful : but the man 

Who with necessity contends I hold 

An ideot* But let us, since die we must^ 

Not perissli iu the flames to furnish scope 

Of laughter to our foes, which I esteem 

An ill beyond e'en death : for much is due 

To the unsullied honour of our house, 

For thee who erst in irras hast gain'd renown. 

To die with cowardice, were a reproach 

Not to be borne. My Lord, tho' I forbear 

To dwell on his just praises, is so noble. 

He would not wish these children sav'd, to bear 

The imputation of an evil name : 

For thro' the cwnduct of degenerate sons 

Reproach oft falls on their illustrious sires ; 

And the examples which my Husband gave me, 

I ought not to reject. But view what grounds 

'J hon hast for hope, that [ of these may fornti 

A proper estimc-^te* Dost thou expect 

Thy hoii to issue from the realms beneath i 

What chief deceas'd from Pluto's loath'd abode 

Did e'er return? can we by gentle words 

Appease this Tyrant? No: we ought to fly 

From fools who are our foes; but to the wise 

And generous yield : for we with greater ease 

May make a friend of him in whom we find 

A sense of virtuous shame* But to my soul 

Tliis thought occurs, that we, the children's sentence^ 
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l&y our entreaties^ baply might obtain 
Converted into exile i yet this too 
Is wretched, at th' expence of piteous need 
To compass our deliverance. For their friends 
Avoid the face of guests like these, and look 
No longer kindly on the banish'd man 
(5) After one day is over. Rouse thy courage^ 
And bleed with us, thee too, since death awaits. 
By thy great soul, O Veteran, I conjure thee. 
Although the man who labours to repel 
Evils inflicted by Heaven's wrath, is brave, 
Yet doth such courage border upon frenzy : 
For what the Fates ordain, no God can frustrate. 
CHORUS. 
While yet these arms retain'd their youthftil strength^ 
Had any one insulted thee, with ease 
Could I have quell'd him ; but I now am nothing: 
On thee, Amphitryon, therefore 'tis incumbent 
tTo think how best thou may'st henceforth ward off 
Tb' assaults of Fortune. 

AMPmTRYOX- 

No unmanly fear. 
No wish to lengthen out this life, prevents 
My voluntary death : 4>ut I would save 
The children of my Son, thcwjgh I appear 
To grasp at things impossible. Behold 
I bare my bosom to the sword ; pierce, slay. 
Or cast me from the rock. But {, O King, 
For this one favour sue to you ; dispatch 
Me and this hapless Dame before the children, 

(5) By making use of the tenn of " a single day" Uie Poet seems to^ 
much to narrow the bounds of antient hospitality. In Homer y/e find; 
that when Bellerophon came to Lycia, bearing wiUi hini the letters of 
Praetus, which directed that some means sliould be devised for pvCtiqg 
him to death, the King of that country, whom we collect k> have been^ 
an utter stranger, feasted him siunptuously tor nine successive days» 
wMiont making any enquiries into the errand on which he came, anfi 
4klqr^ askiiig for bit c««deBtial8 til the tenth mondog. 
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Lest them we view, most exeicrable sight, 

la death's convulsive pang«, to her who bore tbem^ 

And me their Grandsire, shrieking out for aid^ 

But as foi" all beside, do what )rou list, 

For we have now no bulwark which from death » * 

Can save us. 

lifEGARA. 
I entreat one favour more^ 
Which to us both will equally be grateful. 
Permit me in funereal robes to dress 
My Children ; for that purpose be the gates 
Thrown open, (for the palace now is clos'd 
Against lis) that they from their Father's house 
This small advantage may obtain. 
LYCUS. 

Your wishes 
Shall be complied with. I my servants bid 
Unbar the gates. Go in, bedeck yourselves ; 
The costly robes I grudge not : but no sooner 
Shall ye have put them on, than I to you 
Will come, and plunge you iu the shades beneath. 

lExit LYCUS. 
MEGARA. 
Follow your hapless Mother, O my Children, 
To your paternal house, where, tho' our wealth 
Be in the hands of others, our great name 
We still preserve. 

AMPHITRYON. 
O Jove, 'twas then in vain 
That thou didst deign to share my nuptial coucbj^ 
In vain too, of thy Son have I been styFd 
The Father, for thou hast not prov'd the friend 
Thou didst appear to be. I, tho' a man. 
Exceed in virtue thee a mighty God ; 
Because I to their foes have not betray'd 
The sons of Hercules: but thou, by stealth. 
Entering my chamber, to another's wife 
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Without permission cam'st; yet koow'st not how 
To save thy friends : thou surely art a God 
Either devoid of wisdom, or unjust. 

lExeunt Amphitryon and megara, 

CHORUS. 

ODE. 

I. 1. . ' 

For Linus' death/ by all the tuneful Nine 

Bewaird, doth Phoebus' self complain, 
And loudly uttering his auspicious strain (6), 
Smite with a golden quill the lyre : but mine 

Shall be the task, while songs of praise 

I chant and twine the laureat wreath, 

His matchless fortitude t' emblaze. 
Who sought hell's inmost gloom, the dreary shades 
beneath ; 
Whether I call the Hero son of Jove, 

Or of Amphitryon; for the fame 
To which his labours have so just a claim. 
Must e'en in death attract the public love : 
In the Nemaean forest first he slew 

That Lion huge, whose tawny hide 

And grinning jaws extended wide. 
He o'er his shoulders threw. 

L 2. 
The winged arrows whizzing from his bow, 
Did on their native hills confound 

(6) Instead of making any alteration in the word oAux; with Reiskius 
and Dr. Miugrave^ which I should readily have done^ rather than adopt 
the opmions of JEmilios Portos, Barnes, and Canuelliy in considering 
this passage as an mstauce of the word Ai>iKv being used for songs of joy 
as wen as sorrow ; I look npon the epithet tOhx^ "^ applicable only to 
the haraionioas tones of the song itself, and not the nature of the theme 
which occasions it, and have the pleasure of finding tlie two autient 
latin yersionB of Dor. Camillns and MeUncthon, both makiag use of 
the very same words^ cantum Ingubrem quidem felici cantione : tliis ac- 
comit of the labours of Hercules accordingly closes with tns descent to 
the infernal regions, whence the Chorus suppose he is never to return. 
VOL. HI. O 
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The Centaurs' race with many a deadly wound : 
Alcides' matchless strength doth Peneus know, 
DUtinguish*d hy his limpid waves. 
The fields laid waste of wide extent. 
With Pelion, and the neighbouring caves 
Of Homoles, uprooting from whose steep ascent. 
Tall pines that cast a venerable shade, 
The monsters arm'd their forceful hands. 
And strode terrific o'er Thessalia's lands: 
Then breathless on th' ensanguin'd plain he laid 
That Hind distinguished by her golden horns. 
And still in Dian's temple seen 
His prize, to glad the Huntress Queen^ 
Oenbe's walls adorns. 

n. 1. 

The chariot with triumphal ensigns grac'd 

Ascending, to his stronger yoke 
He Diomedes' furious coursers broke, 
Scorning the bit, in hateful stalls who plac'd 

By their fell lord, the flesh of man 

Raging devoured, accursed food ; 

; A stream from their foul mangers ran, 
Fiird with unholy gore, and many a gobbet crude. 
O'er Hebrus' silver tide at the command 

Of Argos' unrelenting King 
Eurystheus, he these captive steeds did bring, 
(7) Close to Anauros' mouth on Pelion's strand. 
Inhuman Cycnus, Son of Mars, next felt 

The force of his resounding bow, 

Unsocial wretch, the stranger^s foe. 
Who in Amphanea dwelt. 

(r) The mer Anauros in Thessaly flowed into the sea near lolchoa, in 
the province of Magnesia : thougli we meet with accoonts of this river 
in the Poets, we cannot wonder at its being omitted by many of the 
antient Qeographers, when we recollect its being a stream of very in- 
considerable width. ApoUoDius Rhodius speaks [of Jason's fording it. 
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11. «. 
Then came be to th' harmooious Nymphs, that band 

Who ID Hesperian gardens hold 
Their station, where the vegetative gold 
Glows in the fruitage; with resist4ess haad. 

To snatch the Apple from its height; 

The Dragon wrei4h'd his folds around 

The tree*s huge trunk, portentous sight, 
In vain : that monster fell transfixed with many a wound. 
Into those straits of the unfuthom'd main 

He enter'd^ with ai^picious gales. 
Where fear'd the mariner t' unfurl his sails. 
And fixing limits to the watery plain 
His Columns reared : then from the Heaven's huge load 

The wearied Atlas he relieved. 

His arm the starry realms upheav'd, 
And propp'd the Gods' abode. 

HI. 1. 
Foe to the Amazons' equestrian race 

He cross'd the boisterous Euxine tide> 
And gave them battle by Maeotis' side. 
What friends thro' Greece collected he to face 
Hippolita, th' intrepid maid. 
That he the (S) belt of Mars might gain. 
And tissued robe with golden braid. 
Still doth exulting Greece the virgin's spoils retain, 

withont experiendiif aoy other mconreniences than the loring of one of 
bis sandals in the mnd : Hesiod however ays, that its floods in winter 
rose to SQch a heij^t as utterly to deftce the monument of Cyi^nu^' 
erected near its banks. It^e derivation of the word Anauros is illui- 
trated m tiie fbUowing lines by Lucan : 

Qnique nee humentes nebttlas, nee rore madentem 

Aera, nee teuues ventos suspirat Anauros. 

<.' No breezy air near calm Ananros flieSy 

** No dewy nusts, nor fleecy clouds arise." Rows. 

(8) Hq»polita» according to the passage of ApoUodoms, referred to 
by Barnes, wore the belt of Mars as a token of her supeiiority in war, 
cvf4jSi9m n w^n/aT tetupwu 

02 



Digitized by 



Google 



196 HERCULES DISTRACTED, 

Lodged in Mycene's shrine, with gore imbrued. 

The Dog of Lerna's marshy plain, 
Who unresisting muhitudes had slain. 
The hundred-headed Hydra, he subdued, 
Aided by fire> and winged shafts combin'd. 

These from his weli-stor'd quiver flew. 

And triple-form'd Geryon slew, 
Fierce Erythraea's hind, 
HI. 2. 
But having finished each adventurous strife. 

At length in evil hour he steers 
To Pluto's mansion, to the house of tears. 
The goal of labour, there to end his life. 

Thence never never to return : 

His friends dismay'd forsake these gates. 

In hopeless solitude we mourn. 
Hell's stern award is pass'd, the boat of Charon waits 
To thejr eternal home his sons to bear. 

Most impious lawless homicide ! 
For thee, O Hercules, thee erst his pride. 
Thy Sire now looks with impotent despair. 
Had I the strength which I possessed of yore, 

I with my Theban friends, array'd 

In brazen arms, thy sons would aid : 
But youth's blest days are o'er. 

Clad in funereal vestments I behold 
The Children of Alcides erst tlie great, 
With his lov'd Wife and his decrepid Sire 
Conducting them. O wretched me ! no longer 
Can I restrain the fountain of these tears 
Which gush incessant irom my aged eyes. 

MEGARA, AMPHITRYON, CHORUS. 

MEGARA. 
Come on. What Priest, what Butcher is at hand 
To slay these wretched children^ or transpierce 
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My bosom ? Now die victims stand prepared 

For their descent to Pluto's loath'd abod^« 

By force, my children, are we borqe along 

United in th' unseemly bands of death ; 

Decrepid age with helpless infancy 

And intermingled matrons. O dire fate 

Of me and of my sonsj» whom these sad eyes 

Shall never more beho^V ! alas I bore^ 

I nurtured yo\i, to be»the scprn, the sport. 

Of our inveterate foes, and by their hands 

To perish. Each fond hope, which from the words 

Of your departed Father erst I formed. 

Hath provM fallacious. The deceas'd to (9) thee 

Allotted Argos, in Eury^theus pi^lace 

Wert thou to dwell a mighty king, and wield 

The sceptre of Pelasgia's fruitful land. 

Then with the Lion's hide himself bad worn 

Thy front he oover'd : you were to ascend 

The throne of Thebes for brazeq chariot^ fam*d, 

Possessing my hereditary fields. 

Such were the hopes of your exulting Sire, 

Who to jTOur hand consign'd that ponderous mace 

Deceitful gift of Dsedalus : on thee, 

Thou little one, he promis'd to bestow 

Oecalia, which his shafts had erst laid waste: 

Tb ytou all three, these realms in threefold portions 

Did he distribute; for your Father's views 

Were all magnanimous : but I markM out 

Selected Consorts for you, and form'd schemes 

Of new affinities, from the dpmains 

Of Athens, Sparta, and the T^eban city; 

(9) The names of liiese three sons of Hercules ; Therinmchns, Oreon- 
tiades, and Deicoon, which I find iDserted by Barnes in his Latin irer* 
sion, and by Bnimoy in a marginal note, are taken it seems from Apol- 
lodomSy for EUiripides himself does not once mention dtlier of tbein. 
See Fremshemiiy Suppl. Livian, L. 151, c. 46, where Antony m a simi- 
lar manner talks of portioning ont kingdoms among his chiidrett by 
Cleopatra. 
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That binding up jour cables, and secure 
From the tempestuous deep, ye might enjoy 
A happy life : these prospects now are vamshM : 
For to your arms hath changeful Fortune given 
The Destinies to be your brides, while tears 
Are your unhappy Mother's lustral drops. 
Your Grandsire celebrates the nuptial feast. 
O'er which he summons Pluto^o preside, 
The Father of your Consorts. But, alas ! 
Whom first of you my children, or whom last 
To this fond bosom shall [ clasp, on whom 
Bestow a kiss, whom in my arms sustain i 
How like the bee with variegated wings 
Shall I collect the sorrows of you all, 
And blend the whole together in a flood 
Of tears exhaustless ? O my dearest Lord, 
If any of those spirits who reside 
In Pluto's realms beneath, can hear the voice 
Of mortals, in these words to thee I speak ; 

Hercules, thy Father, and thy Sons 
Are doom'd to bleed, I perish too who erst 
On thy account was by the world call'd happy. 
Protect us, come, and to these eyes appear, 
Tho' bul; a ghost; thy presence will suffice: 

For these thy children's murderers, when with thee 
Compar*d, are dastards. 

AMPHITRYON. 

To appease the Pow^s 
Of Hell beneath, O Woman, be thy care. 
But lifting to the skies my suppliant hands, 

1 call on thee, O Jove, that, iF thou mean 
To be a friend to these deserted children. 
Thou interpose without delay and save them. 
For soon 'twill be no longer in thy power: 
Thou oft hast been invok'd ; but all my prayers 
Are ineffectual ; die, it seems, we must. 

But, O ye aged men, the bliss which life 
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Can yield is small, contrive then how to pass 
As sweetly as is possible the hours 
Which fate allots you, e'en from morn till night 
Shaking oiF every grief: for Time preserves not 
Oar hopes entire, but on his own pursuits 
Intent, deserts us, borne on rapid wings. 
Look but on me, amid tbe sons of men 
Conspicuous erst performing glorious deeds ; 
And yet hath Fortune in one single day 
Taken all from me, like a feather wafted 
Into the trackless air. I know not him 
Tcf whom collected stores of wealth or fame 
Are durable. Farewell, for this, my comrades, 
Is the last time ye shall behold your friend. 

HERCULES, MEGARA, AMPHITRYON, 

CHORUS. ^ 

MEGARA. 
Ha ! O thou aged Man, do I behold 
My dearest Husband ? how shall I find utterance? 

AMPHTTRYONt 
I know not, O my Daughter ; for I too 
Am with amazement seiz'd. 

MEGARA. 

This sure is he 
Who as we heard was in the realms beneath ; 
Else doth some vision in the noon-tide glare 
Delude our senses. But what frantic words 
Were those I spoke as if 'twas all a dream i 
This is no other than thy real Son, 
Thou aged Man. Come hither, O my Children, 
Cling to your Father's robe, with speed advance, 
Quit not your hold, for ye in him shall find 
An equal to our great protector Jove. 
HERCULES. 
All hail, thou mansion, and thou vestibule 
Of my abode; thee with what joy once more 
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Do I behold, revisiting the light 
Ha ! what hath happen'd ? I my Children see 
With garlands on their temples, and my Wife 
Amidst a throng of men, my Father too 
Weeping for some mischance. I*J1 go to them. 
And ask the cause. What recent ill, O woman, 
Hath happen'd to tjiis house i 
MEGARA. 

My dearest Lord, 
O thou who to thy aged Father com'st 
A radiant light, in safety hast thou reach'd. 
At this important crisis, the abodes 
Of those thou lov'st. 

HERCULES. 
What mean you by these words ? 
What tumults, O my Sire, are we involv'd in ? 
MEGARA. 
We are undone : but, O thou aged Man, 
Forgive, if I've anticipated that 
Thou would'st have said to him : for in some points 
Our sex are greater objects of compassion 
Than males. I deem my children dead, I too 
Am perishing. 

HERCULES. 
O Phoebus! with what preludes 
Do you begin your speech ? 

MEGARA^ 

My valiant Brothers, 
And aged Sire, alas! are now no more. 
HERCULES. 
Who slew them, how, or with what weapon? 
MEGARA. 

Lycus, 
The monarch of this city, was their murderer. 
HERCULES. 
With arms did he oppose them, or prevail, 
^When foul sedition thro' the land difius'd 
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Its pestilent contagion i 

MEGARA* 

By revolt 
He holds the sceptre of the Theban realm. 
HERCULES. 
Bat wherefore hath this sudden panic reach'd 
You and my aged Sire ? 

MEOARA. 

He would have slain 
Thy Father, me, and these defenceless children. 
HERCULES. 
What inean you ? could he fear my orphan race i 

M£OARA« 
Lest they hereafter might avenge the death 
Of Creon. 

HERCULES. 
But what garb is this they wear, 
Which suits some corse I 

MEOARA. 

Already in these vestments 
For our funereal rites are we array 'd. 

HERCULES. 
And were ye on the point of perishing 
By violence P Ah me ! 

MBOARA. 

Our friends desert us ; 
For we had heard that thou wert dead. 
HERCULES. 

Whence rose 
This comfortless depression of the soul i 

MEGARA. * 
Eurystheus' heralds the sad tidings bore. 

HERCULES. 
But for what cause did ye forsake my house, 
My sacred Lares I 

MAOARA. 
From his bed thy Sire 
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Was forcibly dragged forth. 

HERCULES. 

So void of shame 
W^ Lycus as to treat his nge with scorn i 
MEGARA. 
Shame dwells not near the shrine of brutal Force* 

HERCULES. 
Were we thus destitute of friends when absent ? 

MEOAR4. 
What friends abide with him who is unhappy? 

HERCULES. 
But did they scorn the battles which I fought 
Against the Minyans? 

MEGARA. 

I to thee repeat it. 
Calamity is friendless and forlorn. 
HERCUUIS. 
Will ye not cast from your disheveil'd hair 
These wreaths of PJuio ? will ye not look up 
To yon bright Sun, and ope your eyes to view 
Scenes far more pleasing than the loathsome shades 
Of hell beneath i^ But I, for wrongs like these 
Demand my vengeful arm, with speed will go 
And overturn the house of that new King, 
His impious head 1 to the ravenous hounds 
Lopp'd from his trunk will cast, and each baseThebaQ 
Who with ingratitude repays my kindness 
With this victorious weapon smite: my shafts 
The rest shall scatter, till Ismenos' channel 
Be choal^ up with the corses of the slain. 
And Directs limpid fountain stream with gore. 
For whom, in preference to my Wife, my Childreoj 
And aged Father, shall I aid ? Farewell, 
Ye labours which unwittingly I strove ^ 
T* accomplish, mindless of these dearest pledges ; 
In their defence I equally am bound 
To yield up life, if for their Father they 
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Were doomed to blec^. What ! shall we call it noble 

To war against the Hydra or the Lion^ 

And execute the mandates of Ei^rystbeus, 

If I avert not my own Children's death i 

No longer else shall I, as erst, be styTd 

Alcides the victorious. 

CHORUS. 
It is just 
Parents should aid their Sons, their aged Sire, 
And the dear partner of the nuptial bed. 
AMPHITRYON. 
My Son, this mighty privilege is yours. 
To be the best of friends to those you love, 
And a determined foe to those you hate. 
But be not too impetuous. 

HERCULES. 

In what instance 
Have I been hastier^ O my honour'd Sire, 
Than it becomes me ? 

AMPHITRYON. 

To support his cause. 
The King hath many, who in fact are poor, 
Tho* fame accounts them rich ; they rais'd a tumult. 
And caus'd the ruin of th^ state, to plunder 
Their neighbours; for the fortunes they possessed 
Are thro* their own extravagance and sloth 
Reduc'd to nothing. As the gates you euter'd, 
These could not fail to see you : O beware 
Lest since you by your foes have been perceiv'd, 
. You perish wlien you least foresee your danger, 
Oppxesi by numbers. 

HERCULES. 

Tho' all Thebes beheld me, 
I care not. But when I descried a bird ( 4O) 

(10) From tbe great stma lud by the uktmOa Auguries, the dr- 
cuuMtance of Hercules eatefiug the dty io i««g«Mf on seeing a Bird 
©f evil omen, though he olharwise would not Iteve feaced aU Thebei^ 
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Of evil omen perch'd aloof, I knew 
That there had some calamity befallen 
My house, and therefore with presaging soul 
In secrecy I enter'd these domains. 
AMPHITRYON. 

Draw near with pious awe, my Son, salute 
The LareSy and display that welcome face 
In your paternal piausions. For to drag 
Your Wife and Children forth, with me your Siie, 
To murder us, the King himself will come. 
But all will prosper, if you here remain, 
And a secure asylum will you find, 
iNor thro' the city spread a loud alarm 
Ere your designs st^cceed. 

HERCULES. 

Thus will I act. 
For thou bast rightly spoken ; T am entering 
The palace. From the sunless caves beneath 
Of Proserpine, after a long delay 
Returning, first to our domestic Gods 
Will I be mindful to address my vows. 
AMPHITRYON. 

Have yoa indeed then visited the house 
Of Pluto, O my Son ? 

can by no meam be considered as any peculiar weakness of superstitioo, 
SDch as derogates from the character for undaunted courage, which is 
onifersally ascribed to him. In like manner, Virgil represents die God* 
dess Jntuma, alter k>ng driting the chariot of her Brother TomiH (hroogb 
the ranks of war, and manifesting great intrepidity, upon the Vmy'» 
coming in the shape of a screech-owl, making Uns exclamation ; 
Jam, jam, finqoo acies, ne me terrete tanentem 
Obsctenie volocres; ahuiun verbera nosco, 
Lethalemque sonnm. JExl L. zii, v. 875. 

*^ Now, now, I quit the field ! forbear to fright 
^ My tender soul, ye baleful Birds of night ! 
** The lashing of your wings I know too well, 
** The sounding flight and fun'ral screams of Hell.'* Dryoen. 

immediately after wUch giving op her brother for lost, she retires and 
leaves him to perish by the sword of ^neas, 
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HERCULES. 

And thence the dog 
With triple-head brought to these realms of light. 
AMPHITRYON. 
Conquer'd in battle, or on you bestow'd 
By Hell's indulgent Goddess i 

HERCULES. 

I prevail'd 
O'er him in combat, and have been so happy 
As to behold the far-Fam'd mystic (11) orgies. 
AMPHITRYON. 
Bat is the beast lodg'd in Eurystheus' palace i 
HERCULES. 

Him Cthonia*8 groves and Hermion*s walls confine. 

AMPHITRYON. 
Knows not Eurystheos that you are returned 
Into this upper world? 

HERCULES. 
He doth not know : 
For I came first to learn what passes here. 
AMPHITRYON. 
But wherefore in the realms beneath, so long 
Did you remain ? 

HERCULES. 
I there prolonged my stay. 
My Sire, to bring back Theseus from the shades. 
AMPHITRYON. 
And where is he, gone to his native land ? 

HERCULES. 
He went to Athens, pleas'd with his escape 
•From the infernal regions. But attend 
Your Father to the palace, O my Sons, 
Which now ye enter in a happier state 
Than when ye left it : but take courage, cease 

(11) ^ Prenoui to liis decent into the infenial regions, Hercules was 
^ initifttBd in tiie Kfcws i m s n mysteries, by Eumolpas, according to the 
^ aecoont gi?en in ApoIkNloras.'' Baritbs. 
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To pour forth floods of tears ; and, O my Wife, 
Collect thyself, let all thy terrors cease. 
And loose my garments ; for I have not wings, 
Mor woald I vanish from my friends. Alas! 
Their hold they quit not, but cling faster still. 
And faster xo my vest. Because ye stand 
Upon the veige of ruin, I will take 
And bear you hence, as by the ship light boats 
Are guided o'er the deep: for I refuse not 
The care my children claim. Here all mankind 
Are on a level, they of nobler rank 
And mean condition, to their progeny 
Bear equal love. The gifts of fortune vary, 
Some have abundant wealth, and some are poor; 
But the whole human race feels this attachment. 
[Exeunt hbkcules aiid megaua, with the C/nldren* 

CHORUS. 

ODE. 

I. 

Youth is light, and free from care ; 

But now a burden on my head 
(12) Heavier than -Etna's rock, old age, I bear. 
Before these eyes its sable veil is spread. 
Not for the wealth of (13) Asiatic Kings, 
Or heaps of gold that touched yon roof sublime^ 
Ere would I barter life's enchanting prime ; 

Hence wealth a brighter radiance flings, 

(If) Onns /Etna graTim videor snstinere. Cicero de Senectate. 

(13) ** The poet here princiimlly iiuirks out the wealth of the Peniani. 
« and PhrygiaiM. Bat Asia in general was so fruitful, that it was coo- 
•* sidered ai excelling all other parU of the world.** Barnes proceeds to 
illustrate this by quotations from the twelfth Ode of Horace's second 
book, his own poem of Esther, Cicero's Oration in defence of Ligaiini^ 
and Mithridates' speech to his soldiers in Justin ; and by references to the 
treatise of tJsher Archbishop of Armagh, on Asia Mmor, and the ac* 
counts of that cotmtiy to be met with in the wiilinga oC the variona 
Lexicographers. 
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And poverty itself can charm : 
But thouy curst Dotage, art the sum / 
Of every fancied, every real harm ; 
May'st ihou be plunged beneath the deep^ nor coine 
To peopled town, or civili«)'d abode, 
Go wing tby distant flight along th' aerial road« 

I. «. 

Did the Gods with sapient care 

Mete out their bounty to mankind, 
The good, the gift of twofold youth should share 
Unquestioned token of a virtuous uiind. 
Behold life's sun its blest career renew^ 
While the degenerate sleep to wake no more. 
We by ihese means distinctly might explore 

Their merits with as clear a view, 

As sailors, who each starry spark 

Enumerate that adorns the skies. 
But now the Gods have by no certain mark 
Directed whom we for their worth should prize, 
Whom shun as wicked : uninformed we liv^. 
Revolving Time hath nought but plenteous wealth to give. 

II. 1. 
Mindful of its antient themes, 

This faltering tongue shall ne'er refuse, ' 
Oft as I wander by their haunted streams, 
'lo blend each gentle Grace and tuneful Muse: 
O may 1 dwell among th' harmonious choirs. 
My brows still circled with a laureat wreath ! 
Still shall the Bnrd, a hoary Veteran, breathe 

The strains Mnemosun6 inspires: 

While memory wakes, I ne'er will cease 

Th' exploits of Hercules to sing ; 
Where Bromius yields the purple vine's increase. 
Where Libyan pipes and the lute's sevenfold string 
Are heard in dulcet unison;; to praise 
The Nine who aid the dance, I'll wake my choral lays* 
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IL 2. 

Delian virgins at the gate 

Assembled^ festive P«ans sing^ 
The triumphs of Latona's son relate, 
And nimbly vaulting form their beauteous ring. 
Into thy temple, by devotion led, 
O Phoebus, will I*raise my parting breath ; 
The Swan thus warbles at the houriof death : 

Tho' hoary hairs my cheeks overspread. 

How great the Hero's geperous love. 

Whose merits aid our votive song, 
Alcides the resistless son of Jove ; 
Those trophies, which to noble birth belong 
By him are all surpass'd, his forceful hand 
Restoring peace,hath cleansed this monster-teeming land. 

LYCUS, AMPHITRYON, CHORUS. 

LYCUS. 

Forth from the portals at due season comes 
Amphitryon : for 'tis long since ye were decked 
In robes, and trappings such as suit the dead. 
But go, command the Children and the Wife 
Of Hercules without these gates t' appear. 
Because ye have engag'd that ye will die 
By your own hands. 

AMPHITRYON. 
You persecute, O King, 
Me whom already Fortune hath made wretched. 
And with sharp taunts insult my dying race : 
Although in power supreme, you ought to act 
With moderation : but since you impose 
This harsh necessity, we must submit, 
And execute your will. 

LYCUS. 

Where's Megara ? 
Where are the Children of Alcmena's Son i 
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AMPHITRYON. 

To me she seems, as far as I can guess, 
From looking thro* the door — 
LYCUS, 

What grounds hast thou 
For this opinion i 

AMPHITRYON, 
lu a suppliant posture 
To sit before the Lares» 

LYGUS. 

And implore them 
With unavaifing plaints to save her life* 
AMPHITRYON. 
In vain too calls she on her Lord deceased. 

LYCU8. 
But he is absent, he can ne'er return. 

AMPHITRYON. 

Unless some God should raise him up again. 

LYCUS. 
Go thou> and from the palace lead her hither. 

AMPHITRYON. 
Twould make me an accomplice io the murder. 
If this I acted. 

LYCUS. 
Since thy soul recoils, 
I, whom such idle scruples cannot move. 
Will with their Mother bring the Children forth. 
Follow my steps, my servants, that at length 
We may behold sweet peace succeed our toils. 

[Exii LYCUS. 

AMPHITRYON. 

Depart: for to that place the Fates ordain 
You now are on the road ; perhaps the sequel 
Will be another's province: but expect, 
Since you have done amiss, to suffer vengeance. 
He, O ye veterans, at a lucky hour 

YOL. III. p 
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Eaters the palace, for on ambushed swords 
His feet will stumble, while the villain hopes 
Those he would murder ai-e too near at hand 
To *scape: but 1 will go to see him fall 
A breathless corse ; for when our foe endures 
The just requital of his impious deeds. 
There is a joy resulting from his death. 

[(14) Exit AMPHITRYON. 
CHORUS. 
Chang'd are our evil fortunes. To the shades 
He who was erst a mighty King descends. 
O Justice, and ye dread vicissitudes 
Of Fate, ordain'd by Heaven ! 

SEMICHORUS. 

Thou art at length 
Gone thither, where by death thou for those taunts, 
With which thou o'er the virtuous didst exult^ 
Shalt make atonement. 

SEMICHORUS IL 

My dehght bursts forth 
In floods of tears : for now is come that day 
The Tyrant deem'd would never visit him. 

SEMICHORUS I. 
But let us also look into the palace. 
My aged friend, end mark if yonder miscreant 
Be punishM as I wish. 

LYCVS (wiUdiL) 
. Ah me ! ah me ! 
CHORUS. 
That melody most grateful to mine ear 
Beneath you roofs commoicei; nor is death 
Fa^ disUnt; for these cries the Monarch utters 
Are but a prelude to the fatal stroke. 

(14) It being tke anitad opinion of Heafli, Mr. Tyrwbitt, luid Dr. 
Musgrave, that Amphitryon here leaves the stage, I hate tliitributed 
the folloiHng dialogae accordhi^jr between Um Oionis, 
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LYCUS (wUhhu) 
Ye realms of Cadmus, I thro' treachery perish ! 

SEMICHORUS IL 
Others have perish'd by that bloody hand. ' 
Since then the retribution thoii endur'st 
Is just^ endure it bravely. 

SEMICHOltUS I. 
Where is he 
Who utter'd 'gainst the blest immortal Powers 
His foolish blasphemies, and caird the Gods 
Too weak to punish him. 

SEMlCHOKtl!? n. • 

That itbpidAs man 
Is now no more. Yon vaulted roofe ate silent. 
Let us begin iW harmonious choral I'ay ; 
For, as^I wished, our coni'ifad^s prroVe Victofious, 

CHOKVS. 
O D E. 

I. 1. 

The sumptuous banquet, wUh th' enlivening dance, 
. Now every Theban shall eitaploy; 

Dried are oiir tears, dufld pa:&t misehance 
Yields to the lyr(6 abundant themes of j^y : 

Stretched low in dust the Tyrant lies; 

But he, who by an atitieut rigttt 

Obtains the sceptre, fa omr King ; 
From Acheron's loath'd stream behold him ^ise, 
Kevfaiting the cheerful reahns of light, , 

And hope, unlook'd-for, doth fresh tranrsports bring. 

I. 2. 
The Gods take cognizance of broken trust. 
Nor are they deaf to holy prayer. 
On gold and fortune, power unjust 
Attends ; nmo's reason is too we«k to bear k 

The joint temptations. Heaven at length, \ 

F2 \ 
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Whose kind protection we invoke, 
Deigning with pity to behold 
Our vfoes, to the neglected laws their strength 
Restoring, with vindictive fury broke 
The (15) sable car which bore the God of Gold. 
11. 1. 
Now let the flo.wery wreath, the victor's pridcj^ 
Adorn Ismenos ; let each street employ 
The hoars in dance and social joy ; 
Let Dirce from the silver wave arise, . 
And old Asopus' daughters by her side. 
Forsaking their paternal stream, 
Conspire to aid our rapturous theme^ 
And for Alcides claim the victor's prize* 
Ye Pythian rocks, with waving forests crown'd. 
And seats of Helicon's melodious choir. 

Come every Nymph, with cheerful sound. 
Visit these walls which to the clouds aspire; 
In helmed crop here warriors fill'd the plains. 
Whose lineage undecay'd from age to age remains* 

U. 2. 

O ye, the partners of one nuptial bed, 
Happy Amphitryon, sprung from mortal race. 

And Jove, who rush'd to the embrace 
Of bright Alcmena ; for of thee aright, 
\ Tbo' erst, O Jove, I doubted, was it said 

Thou didst enjoy that beauteous Dame; 

With the renown his triumphs claim. 
Time thro' the world displays Alcides' might, 
Emerg'd from griesly Pluto's realms abborr'd, ^ 



\ 



- n 



' 1 



f 



(15) The following expbuntion of «x& %a^um offm k ghren by Bants 
in bis notes } << a metaphor takea from charioteen, wtio by diivn^ on 
** too furiously dash tiieir chariots to pieces. But the poet calls the 
«< diariot of riches black, either because Plutus the God of JRkhes is 
** blind, and becaoM gold blinds the souh of men, or because it is dug 
** out of the ground, and usually kept under locks, us ^rhcsts^ «id in 
'' darkness.'' 
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Who quits the darksome caverns of the earthy 

To me a far more welcome lord, 
Than yon vile Tyrant of ignoble birth. 
Now to the bloody strife we lift our eyes ; 
The vengeful sword is bar'd, if Justice haunt the skies* 
SEMICHORUS. 
Ha ! are we all by the same panic seiz'd ? 
My aged friends, what spectre, hovering o*er 
The palace, do I see ? —Those tardy feet 
Raise from the ground, precipitate thy flight. 
Be gone^— From me, O P»an, mighty King, 
Avert these evils. 

IRIS, A FIEND, CHORUS. 

IRLS. 
O, ye aged men. 
Be not dismay'd : the Fiend whom ye behold 
Is daughter of old Night, and I ana Iris, 
The Gods' embassadress. We are not come 
To harm your city; for we only war 
Against one man, wlio, sprung 'tis said from Jove 
And from Alcmena: till he had performed 
Severest labours. Fate preserved his life ; 
Nor did his father Jove permit, or me. 
Or Juno, e'e^ to hurt him : but, each toil 
Eurystheus' hate enjoin'd, now he hath finish'd. 
Those oft-polluted hands with recent gore 
Will Juno stain, by urging him to slay 
His children ; in this scheme I too conspire. 
Come on then, arm'd with a relentless heart, 
Unwedded Daughter of the pitchy Night ^ 
Instill into that Hero's breast such frenzy 
As shall overturn bis reasqn, and constrain him . 
To perpetrate this murder; his wild steps 
Goad onward, throw the bloody cable forth, 
That having sent this bend of graceful Sons, 
Shun by their father's arm, adown the (ulph 
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Of Acheron, th' effects' of Judo's wratb 
And mine, he may experience; for the Gods 
Would be merq things of no account, but great 
Would be the ppwer of man^ if he escap'd 
Unpunish*d. 

FIENP. 

I from noble Parents spring, 
Might is my Mother ; and that blood which streamed 
From the foul wound of (l6) Ouranus, my Sire : 
To me belongs this praise, I 'gainst my friends 
No envious rancour feel, nor with delight 
Invade them ; but this counsel would suggest 
To you and Juno, ere I see you rush 
. Into a fatal error, if my words 
Can move you : He into whose house you send me 
Is not obscure, or in the realms beneath, « 

Or yet among the Gods : for when o'er lands. 
Impervious erst, and o'er the stormy waves,^ 
He had established peace, he to the Gods 
Their antient honours, which by inipiaus men 
Had been abolish'd, singly did restore. 
I therefore would dissuade yov from contriving 
'Gainst him these mischiefs* 

IRIS. 
Blame not thou the schemes 
Devis'd by Juno and by xve (17)« 

Your steps 
Into a better path, from that which le^ds 
To evil, would I turn. 

(16) The account of the crnel treatment Upa Father of ike Gi^ 
(whose name several of the dasBical writers among the Latins render 
Cains) experienetdfram his son Satam, aadoe theFUrieabein^lMmof 
Hie blood which iMMdfr#m his wouad, is tabj» a^et with iqcHesip^ 

(17) Instead of iuu», ibr which ScaU|^ substiiates koum, and Cantenis, 
Barnes, and GarmeUi, read na)^ I liave followed Reiskius and Dr. Mus^ 
grave in reading mhm, and with the htter ascribe to the Fiend the 
Hcoad fine af tins apt^cb. 
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The Wife of Jove 
Sent tbee not hitlier to act thus discreetly. 

Witness, thou Sun, reluctant I obey. 
But if constrained to be the instrument 
Of Juno'sVrath and year's, 1 with such speed 
As when the hound obeys the huntsman's voice, 
Your signal will attend; nor shall the ieep 
Upheaving with a groan its troubled wavea. 
The earthquake, or the thunderbolt, whose blast 
Is wing'd with fate, outstrip me, when I rush 
Into the breast of Hercules ; the gates 
Will I burst open, and assail the house# ^ 
First causing his devoted Sons Co bleed ^ 
Nor shall their murderer know that his own hand 
Slew those whom be begpt^ till h^ is rescued 
From the distraction I iaspire* Bcthold 
He at the barrier stands, and shakes his head« 
And rolls in silence his distorted eyes. 
Flaming with anger. To contain bis breath 
No longer able, like a bull, prepar'd 
To make the terrible assault, he bellows. 
And calls the Furies from the dire abyss 
Of Tartarus. Thee I to a greater |;ieigbt 
Of frenzy soon will rouse, and thro' tliy sou) 
Cause my terrific clarion to resound. 
O noble Iris, to Olympus' I^^igbt 
Now wing your swift career, wbije I^ unseen. 
Will enter the abodes of Hercules, 

Ej^ejtmt IRIS W9d the FijpNQ. 
CHORUS. 

Thou city, groan ; tiiy choicfBSt ^ower, 

The Son of Jove, is cropp'-d : O Greece, 

Thy benefactor's fiital boiuc 

Impends. To tbee for ever lo|t, 

Assail'd by that infernal pest, . 
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The dauDtless Chief, deprit'd of peace. 
Shall feel his agonizing breast 
Wilh horrible distraction tost. 
Hence in her brazen chariot went 
The raging Fiend, on mischief bent; 
. She urges with a scorpion goad 
Her steeds along th' etheriai road. 
That hundred-headed child of Might, 
With all those hissing snakes around. 
From her envenom'd eye*ba)ls bright 
The Gorgon thus directs the wound. 
Soon chang*d by Heaven's supreme decree. 
Is man's short-liv'd felicity. 
Ye infants, soon shall ye expire, 
Sl^in by your own distracted Sire. 
Ah me ! thy Son, without delay, 
Shall be left childless, mighty Jove ; 
For on his tortnr'd soul shall prey 
Yon Fiend, and by the Powers above 
Vengeance coramission'd to destroy. 

mansion erst the scene of joy ! 
To form a prelude to this dance. 
Neither the cheering timbreFs sound. 
Nor sportive Menades advance ; 
Here human gore shall stream around. 
Instead of that refreshing juice. 
Which Bacchus' purple grapes produce. 
Away ye children, danger's nigh. 

For he who wakes this hostile strain. 
Traces your footsteps as ye fly ; 
Nor will the Fiend with fruitless rage, 
A war beneath those mansions wage. 
Alas! we sink o^erwhelm'd with woe. 
My tears shall never cease to flow. 

1 wail the Grandsire hoar with age, * 
The Mother too who bore that traiq 
Of lovely children, but in vain. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HERCULES DISTRACTED. til 

Lo what a tepipest shakes the wall. 

And makes th' uprooted mansioo fall ! 

What mean'st thou, frantic Son of Jove i 

The hellish uproar thou dost raise, 

Filling the palace with amaze, { 

Is such as vex'd the realms above, 

Till issuing with victorious might, 

Pallas invincible in fight 

The huge Enceladus oppress'd, 

And pird all iEtna on his breast. 

MESSENGER, CHORUS. 

MESSENGER. 
Qye whose heads are whiten'd o'er with age ! 

CHORUS. 
Why dost thou call me with so loud a iroice I 

MESSENGER. 
Atrocious are the mischiefs which have happened 
Within the palace. 

CHORUS. 
I need now call in 
No other seer. The boys aie slain. Ah me ! - 

MESSENGER. 

Indulge your groans, for such events as ihese 
Demand them. 

CHORUS. 
By a foe, e'en by the hand 
Of their own Sire, in whom that foe they found* 
MESSENGER. 
No tqngue can utter woes beyond what we 
Have suifer'd. 

CHORUS. 
What account hast thou to give 
Of the dire fate the Father on his Sons 
Inflicted? Sent by the avenging Gods, 
Say why such mischiefs visited this house. 
And how the children miserably fell. 
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MESSENGEB. 
To purify the bouse were victims brought 
Before Jove's alur, after Hercules 
Had slaio and cast the Monarch of this land 
Forth from these doors. Beside the victor stood 
His band of graceful Children^ with bis Sire 
And Megara. The sacred vase was borne 
Around the altar : from ill-omen'd words 
We all abstain'd. But while Aicmena's Son 
In his right hand a kindled torch sustain'd, 
Ready to dip it in the lustral water. 
He made a silent stand ; on this delay ^ 

The Children stedfastly observed their Sire^ 
But he no longer was the same ; his eyes 
Were seiz'd with strong convulsions^ from their fibres 
Blood started forth^ his bearded cheeks with foam 
Were cover'd : he midst bursts of laughter wild 
Cried , '* Wherefore need I kindle, O my Father, 
*' The fire for sacrifice, ere 1 have slain 
*^ Eurystheus, in a double toil engag'd, 
^' When I at once might better finish all? 
*' Soon as I hither bring Eurystheus' bead^ 
'* These bauds which reek already with the gore 
*' Of Lycus, will I cleanse. Pour forth those waters, 
'' Upon the ground, and cast your urns away. 
*' Who brings my bow, my club ? I to Mycene 
" Will go: let spades and levers be prepared, 
*' That I from their foundations may o'ertum 
^^ Those walls, which with the plummet and the line 
*' The Cyclops rear'd." Then eager to depart, 
Altho' he had no chariot, yet he talked 
As if he had one, fancying that he mounted 
The seat, and with his hand as with a thong 
Drove the ideal steeds. His^ servants laugh 'd, 
And at the same time trembled ; till one cried, 
(As on each other they with eager eyes 
Were gazing), " .Doth my Master sport with us> 
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^* Or is he frantic ?" Meanwhile thro' the palace 

Backward and forward be with hasty step 

Was, walking : but D€i sooner did he reach 

That spacious hall, where at the genial board 

The men are woat t' assemble, than he said 

That be was come to (18) Nisus' aniient city^ 

And to th' imperial dome: and on the floor> 

As if reclining at the genial boards 

Bade us set forth the banquet. But the pause 

Which intervened was short, ere he exclaim'd^ 

That he was traversing the Isthmian rocks 

O'ergrowQ with woods ; then casting off his mantle^ 

He strove tbo' there was no antagonist 

With whom to 4tri've> proclaimed himself the victor. 

The name of that imaginary foe 

Announcing, over whom he had prevailed :. 

But 'gainst EoryslheiiB he anon did utter 

Menaces the most horrible^ aod talk 

As if he at Mycepe had been preseot. 

His Father strove to hold his vigorous arm. 

And said to him; " What mean you, O my Son ? 

'^ What waoderiDgs intodistunt realms are the^e? 

^' Hath not the blood of him you have just slain 

*' Distracted you i" Tben for Eurystheus' Sire 

Mistaking his owo jPather, as be strove 

To touch his haiMl, repell'd the trembiing supipliaiH ; 

Against hie Soos^ the quiver and the bow, 

Thidking to sl^y the children of £uryfitheu^t 

He next made rei^ ; they with terror smitteja 

Ran different ways ; the fi^st beueatb the robea 

Of his unhappy Another skulk'd; a secooyd. 

Flew to the shade t^e lofty column fbrwk'd ; 

(18) ** Megan « c^Uei} tlie cky of Ni^as l>y Pii¥]ar, apd li](,cwi£» hy 
'' Strabo, M^bo says, ttiat upon Attica being divided into fonr portioQS, 
^ Megara \fm allotted to Nisus. The hhtory of Nisus and Scylla, akid 
'< that Mooarcfa'i. p«ple lock of taiir,^ t» be met with ifttheei^ilh 
*' book oir OTid'« ^9^gB^«pbfm, mi n AyoBodoni^'' BAJ9Ji«s. 
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Under the altar quivering like a bird. 

The last conceal'd himself ; their Mother cried, 

" What meanest thou, O thou Father, would'st thou slay 

*^ Thy Sonfe P* Amphitryon too, that aged man, 

And all the servants shriek'd. But round the pillar 

The boy pursuing, he at lensth turn'd short. 

And meeting him, as foot to foot they stood, 

Trausfix'd his liver with a deadly shaft. 

Supine he fell, and with his streaming gore 

Distain'd the sculptur'd pillars^ at whose base 

He breath'd his last. But, with a shout, Alcides 

Utler'd these boasts; " One of Eurystheus* brood 

'^ Slain by this arm, for the inveterate hate 

*' His Father bore me, to atone, here lies 

'^ A breathless corse:" against another then. 

Who to the basis of the altar fled. 

And hop'd to scape unseen, he bent his bow; 

But ere he gave the wound, the wretched youth 

Fell at his Father^s knees, stretch'd forth his hands 

To touch his chin, or twine around his neck. 

And cried ; *' O spare my life, my dearest Sire, 

" Youra, I am yours indeed ; nor will you slay 

" Eurystheus' Son." But he with glaring eyes 

Look'd like a Gorgon, while the boy pressed on 

So close, he had no scope to aim the shaft. 

But as the smith the glowing anvil smites. 

Full on his auburn tresses he discharged 

The ponderous mace, the crashing bones gave way. 

Scarce had he slain the second, when he ran 

To butcher bis third son o'er both their corses : 

But the unhappy Mother in her arms 

Caught up, into an inner chamber bore 

The child, and clos'd the doors: but he, as if 

He had indeed been at the Cyclops' city. 

With levers from their hinges forc'd them, pierc*d 

His Wife and Ofi^pring with a single shafts 

And then to slay bis aged Father rush'd 
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With speed impetuous : but a spectre came. 

Which to our eyes the aweful semblance bore 

Of Pallas brandishing her pointed spear. 

And threw a rocky fragment at the breast 

Of Hercules, which checked his murderous frenzyj. 

And plung'd him into sleep: upon the ground 

Headlong he fell, where midst the ruin^ lay. 

Rent from its pedestal a broken column : 

But rallying from our flighty we, by his Sire 

Assisted, to the pillHr bound him fast 

With thongs, that on his wakening from this trance 

He might commit no more atrocious deeds. 

There doth he taste an inauspicious sleep. 

First having slain his children and his consort. 

I know no mortal more completely wretched. 

[Exit MBSSSlfQER. 
CHORUS 
There was a murder in the Argive land 
Most wondrous and unparallePd thro' Greece 
In days of yore, which the confederate Daughters 
Of Danaus perpetrated : but their crimes 
By the dire fate of Progne's only son 
Were far surpass'd. I of a bloody deed 
Now. speak which they committed, they whose Toice 
Equals the (19) Muses' choir: but thou who spring'st} 
From Jove hin^self, hast in thy frenzy slain 
All thy three sons : for them what groans, what tears, 
What invocations to the shades beneath. 
Or songs shall I prepare to soothe the rage 
Of griesly Pluto i Shiver'd on the ground 
The portals of that lofty mansion view, 
Behold the corses of the Children stretcht 

(19) *^ The P6et fpeaks of Uub miirder ts committed by the Mnif^ 
^ becaue they who perpetrated it were metamorphosed mto tmiefiil 
** butis ; for Progne was changed into a swallow, and Philomehi iato a 
'^ nigtitmgate, a bird cmmentJIy dear to the Muses on account «f tha 
^ sweetoeat of her amg^ Bariibi. 
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Before their miserable Sire, whose senses. 
Since he hath slain chem/ in proFoundest sleep 
Are buried. Mark those knotty cords around 
The brawny limbs of Hercules, entwin'd 
And to the columns in the palace fix'dl 
But old Amphitryon, like a bird who wails 
Over its tallow broody with tardy step 
Comes hither in the bitterness of grief. 

AMPHITRYON, CHORUS. 
^ke Balace gates thrown open, discover HERCULES 
streteht on the ground and sleeping* 
AMPHITRYON. 
Ye aged Thebans, will ye not be silent. 
Will ye not sufier him dissoiT'd in sleep 
His Miaseries to forget ? 

CHORUS. 

These tearS| these groans^ 
To you, O venerable Man, I pay, 
To thow slain ChiMren, and the Chief renownM 
For his victorious conflicts. 

AMPHITRYON. 

Farther still 
Retire ; fovbear, forbear those clamorous sounds^ 
I«st \m repose ye break, and from a trance 
The sleeper rouse. 

CHORUS. 
How dreadiiil Was this slaughter! 
AMPHITRYON. 
Ha! ha! begone, for he in wild confusion 
Is starting up. Why will ye not lament, . 
Ye aged men, in a more gentle tone i 
Lest ro^s'd from sleep he burst his chains, destroy 
The city, smite his Sire, and with the ground 
Lay these proud mansions level. 
CHORUS. 

Thblhold 
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Impossible. 

AMPHITRYON. 
Be silent^ I will mark 
Whether he breathe ; O let zee place my ear 
Still closer. 

CHORUS. 
Sleeps he? 

AMPHITRYON. 

Ad accurst repose, 
. Alas! he tastes, who hath bis Consort slain. 
And slain his Sons with that resounding bow. 
CHORUS. 
Now wail. • 

AMPHITRYON. 
I wail those Children's fate. 
C»ORUS. 

Your Sod, 
Alas, Old Man, our equal pity ofaunu. 
AMPRITRYOK. 
Observe strict silence, for again be rites 
And turns around : I will conced mjseif 
Beneath that roof. 

CHOIKtrS. 

Be of good cheer : night seEtls 
The eye-lids of ycur Son. 

AMPHITRYON. 

Mark, mark m€ wdl, 
I am so wretched that without rehictance 
I can bid life adieu : but if he kill 
Me too who am bis Father, guilt on guilt 
Shall he accumulate, and join the stings 
Of parricide to those which from the Furies 
Who haunt bim, he already doth endare. 
CHORUS. 
Better you-then had died, when you prepar'd. 
T avenge lite •laugtuer'd Brothers of Alcmena, 
And ftorm'd the fortress of the Taphian isle« 
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AMPHITRYON. 

Fly, leave the palace instantly ; «void 
That frantic man, who from his sleep is rous'd. 
For adding soon fresti siaughter4o the past. 
With Bacchanalian transport shall he range 
Thro' Cadmus' city. 

CHORUS. 
Why hast thou, O Jove, 
Hated thy Son so bitterly, and plung'd him 
Into this sea of troubles ? 

HERCULES (waking). 

Ha ! I brea^the, 
And view each wonted object, air, and earth. 
And these bright solar beams. Into what storm. 
What dreadful perturbation of the soul 
Have I been plung*d ! all heated I transpire. 
Not from my lungs, but from my feverish heart. 
Behold me ! wherefore am I bound with chains. 
Like a disabled ship tow'd into haven, 
And by this youthfal chest and nervous arm 
Join'd to a broken pillar? Here I sit 
Contiguous to the corses of the slain. 
My -winged shafts lie scatter'd on the ground. 
With that unerring bow which erst I bore 
In war to guard me, and with care preserv'd. 
Sent by Eurystheus, am 1 then arriv'd 
A second time at the drear shades beneath l 
Neither the rock of Sisipbus, nor Plulo^ . 
Nor Ceres' sceptred Daughter, do I see. 
I sure am stricken senseless with amazement. 
And know not where I am. But ho ! what friend 
Is near, or at a distance, who will cxiroe 
To give me information r For each object 
Wliich I was erst acquainted with seems strange. 
AMPHITRYON. 

Shall I approach this scene of my affiictioBS^ 
Ye aged men i 
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CHORUS, 
I will attend your steps^ 
Nor meanly in calamity betray you. 

HERCULES. 

Why dost thou weep, my Sire, and veil those eyes. 
Retiring £ur from thy beloved Son i 

AMPHITRYON. 

My Son — for tho* unhappy, you are mine. 

HERCULES. 
But what calamity do I endure 
That causes thee to shed these tears i 
AMPHITRYON. 

Your woes 
Are such, that any God, if he endur'd 
The same, would groan* 

^ HERCULES. 

This hath a dreadful sound ; 
But you, my fortunes have not yet explained. 
AMPHITRYON. 
Because if you your senses ha;ve recovered 
Yourself behold them. 

HERCUIES. 

Tel) me what thou mean'st. 
If to my charge thou lay'st some recent crime. 
AMPHITRYON. 
If you no longer to the Powers of Hell 
Are subjected, the truth will I unfold. 
HERCULES. 
Alas I how darkly thou again allud'st 
To what my soul suspects. 

AMPHITRYON. ] 

Your looks I watch 
To see if reason wholly be restored. 
HERCULES. 
I recollect not that I e'er w&<i frantic. 
AMPHITRYON to fftr Chorui. 

Shall I unUiid the shackles of my Son, 
VOL. III. g 
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Or how must we proceed?- 

9BRG9LES« 

Seywhawwhe 
That bound me, for with sooraihave I been treated f 
ABffiPHmnrov. 
Thus mach of yosr affllctioiis may jMi kavw.: 
Forbear all &rther quMtkmi* 

]|ERf9IU8l 

Ift.thy silence 
Sufficient then to teach Me what I wish 
To learn? 

AM^mnaroKi 
O JoTt, dost thou behold the curses 
HurFd on thy Soa fnmt emviouii Jana'a throne }- 

HERCULES. 

What dire effects of her ivraterate rage 
HaTelendufdri?' 

AMPHrnnreK; 

Of that^mdictive Goddess^ 
No longer thinks hut to yettr-owmjafflickvons 
Attend. 



Alul* I.uHeslp SBiruin'd ! 
What factheri ilk wooUht. thoa disclose I 
AjfBHnmraii. 

Sfe€>th8f» 

The corses of your*s»H0der'di chiMMi^lic., 



Alas ! what dreadfolidhyeefeB .strike thsae eyes 1^ 

AMpmrRVOi^.. 
My Son^ against jimvfmgiD^.,yovL wag^d 
An inanqiiciaui war. 

lamxxjiaiSs 

W% talk of war? 
Who slew them?* 

AMHOSIRmU 

Yoivyow «Maws>. iMAttbe cau0^ 
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Of all these mkchieA^ that remorseless Goddess. 

HERCULES. 

.What meM'sttfaou, or what crime have I cothmitted. 
My I^atber^ O them messenger of ill ? 
AMPHITRYON. 
By frenzy urg'd. But you such questibns ask. 
As I with grief must answer. 

HERCULEI^. 

Have I murder'd 
My Consort also? 

AMPHITRYON. 

All these deeds of horror 
That single arm* did perpetrate. 
Ed^CULES. 

Alas ! 
A cloud of griefs sorrouiids me. 

AMPHTTRYOK. 

For this cause > 
Your fortunes I lament. 

HERCULES. 

Have I demolished 
My own house too, with Bacchanalian rage 
Inspired ? 

AMPHITRYON. 
The whole of what I know attiounts 
To this^ that that you are most completely wretched. 

HERCULES. 
Where did this fatdl' madness seize me first? 

AMPHITRYON; 
As round the ahar> you, a flamiitg bMild^ 
To expiate the foul murder wtiich distains^ 
Your hands, wer^ bearing, 

HERCULES. 

Ah ! why lengftheri out 
A guilty life, when of my dearest Children 
I am become the murderer i why delay 
To leap from the high rock, or with a sword' 
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Transpierce this bosom, on myself their blood 

Avenging ? or t' avert that infamy 

Which waits me, shall I rush into the flames? 

But Theseus comes to bar these desperate counsels. 

My kinsman and my friend ^ in a true light 

To him shall I appear, and the pollution 

I have incurr*d by slaying my own Sons 

Will be conspicuous to my dearest comrade. 

What shall I do ; or where can I find out 

A solitude impervious to my woes? 

On rapid wings, O could I mount, or plunge 

Into the nether regions of the earth i 

Give me a veil to darken o'er my head* 

Por 'tis with shame I think on the offence 

Caus'd by this deed : but to myself alone 

Ascribing the defilement of their blood, 

I wish not to contaminate the guiltless* 

THESEUS, AMPHITRYON, HERCULES, 
CHORUS. 

THESEUS. 
An armed squadron of Athenian youths 
I hither bring, who near Asopus' stream 
Are stationed to assist your Son in.battle» 
For to the city of Erectheus' race 
A rumour came, that Lycus, having seiz'd 
The sceptre of this land, is waging war 
'Gainst you. O aged Man, I to repay 
The benefits which Hercules conferred 
On me, whom from the dreary shades beneath 
In safety he redeemed, on your behalf 
Attend, if of this arm, or of my troops. 
Ye need the help. But, ha, what means the floor 
With weltering corses heap'd ? hath my design 
Prov'd ineffectual ? am I then arrived 
Too late to remedy the dreacUul mischiefs 
Which have already ta'en effect f who slew 
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Those Childreo, or whose Consort was the Dame 
Whom I behold i for where the bojrs are laid. 
No signs appear of any battle fought : 
But sure I of some other recent ill 
Now make discoverj. 

AMPHITRYON. 

thou Goddess, tbron'd 
Upon that hill where verdant olives spring. 

THESEUS. 
Why speak you to me io this piteous tone, 
And with such prelude i 

AMPHITRYON. 

Grievous are the ills 
Which we endure thro' Heaven's severe behest. 

THESEUS. 

What boys are they o'er whose remains you weep ? 

AMPHITRYON. 
Them did my miserable Son beget, 
And when begotten slay, this impious murder 
He dar'd to perpetrate. 

THE4EVS. 

Express yourself 
In more auspicious terms. 

AMPHITRYON. 

1 wish t' obey 
Th' injunctions thou hast given. 

THESEUS, 

What dreadful words 
Are these which you have utter!d. 
AMPHITRYON. 

In a moment 
Were we undone. 

THESEUS. 
What mean you, what hath happen'df 

AMPHITRYON. ' 

This frenzy seiz'd him sprinkled with the venom, 
Which from the hundred-headed Hydra flow'd. 
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THESEUS. 
Such Juno's wratb. But who, O aged Man, 
(20) Stands 'mong the dead ? ' . 
AMPHITRYON. 

My Son, my valiant Soo, 
Inur*d to many toils, who in that war 
Where Earth's Gigantic brood were slain, advanced 
Among the Gods to the Phlegr»an field 
Arm'd with his buckler. 

THESEUS. 

Ab, what mighty chief • 
Was e'er so wretched ? 

AMPmtRYON. 

Scarcely shah thon know 
A man with greater labours vex*d, and doom'd 
To wander tbro' more regions. 
THESEUS. 

BiTt why veils he 
Beneath that robe his miserable head f 
AMPHITRYON. 
Because thy presence, friendship's sacred ties 
Added to those of kindred, and the gore 
Of his slain children, fill bis soul with shame. 

TOESEUS. 
I with his griefs am come to sympathise; 
Uncover him, 

AMPHITRYON. 

That garment from your eyes 
Remove, display your visage to the sun. 
It ill becomes my dignity to weep : 
Yet I a suppliant strive to touch your beard, 

(90) Tbe evideDt corrnption of tbe antient reading does not appear to 
have been remedied by any naanuo^t; instead therefore of ?*; itihi 
m^, which it is impossible to make sense of, almost every editor and 
commentator has furnished his own conjecture ; among a variety of 
which I have met with none that seems to me preferable to 'n^i't^ a 
wx^f , propoi^d by Mr. Heath. 
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Your knees, your hand, and shed these hoarjr tebiVi 

curb your soul, my Son, whose fierceness equals 
That of the lion, fclse Will hurry you 

To bloody idipioas ffage. Mid make jrou aM 
Bliscbiefs to mischief. 

Ho ! on thee I caU> 
On thee^ who to that seat of misery seem'st 
Fast rivette4 ; permit thy liictods to see 
Thy face : for darkwesi Inth ao ctoad lo black 
As to conceal thy woes. Why dost thou wave 
Thy hand, and point to those whbm thta hast tlail, 
Lest by this converse I poUate myself j 

1 am not loth to share Ay woes: I erst 
Was happy (which my soul is ever bound 
To recollect with grsthnde) when tboti 

From hell's loath'd gloom, the mansion of the dea4« 
Didst safely bear me to the realms of light. 
For I aUior th' attachment of those friends 
Which time impairs, bim too who wou^enyoy 
Their better fortunes, bat refate to sail 
In ibe same bark with those who prove unblest. 
Rise up, nnveil thy ni^nible head 
And look on me. A noble mind sustains 
Without reluctance what tbfc Qods inflict. 
HERCULES. 

Did you, O Theseus, see me slay nly ChildrMt 

THBBBTO* 
I heard, and now behold the ills tbou speak'st off 

HERCULES. 
Then why didst thoa nwxivev to the sui]^ 
My guilty head i 

THESEUS. 

Why not i canst thou, a man. 
Pollute the Gods? 

Avaunt, O wretch, avaiint> 
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For rum all contagioD. 

THESEUS. 

To a friend 
No mischief from his friend can be transmiUed. 

HERCULES. 
Your conduct I^applaud, nor will deny 
That I have serv'd yon. 

THESEUS. 
I who erst rec^v'd 
Those favours at thy hands, now pity thee. 
HERCULES. 
I am indeed an object of your pity. 
From having slain my Sons* 

THESEUS. 

For thee I weep. 
Because to me thou heretofore wert kind 
When vcx'd by other ills. 

HERCULES. 

Did you e'er meet 
With those who were more wretched i 
THESEUS. 

Thy afflictions 
Are of such giant buik, that they to Heaven 
Reach from this nether world. 

HERCUUES. 

Hence am I ready 
For instant death* 

THESEUS. 
Canst thou suppose the Go: ;^ 
Regard thy threats? 

HERCULES. 
Self-will'd are they and cruel 
And I defy the Gods* 

TBffiSEUS. 
> Restrain thy tongue. 

Lest thou by uttering such presumptuous word» 
Encrease thy sufferings. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HERCULES IklSTRACrrED. 233 

HERCULES* 

I with woes am fraught 
Already, nor remains there space for more* 

THESEUS. 
Bat what deaign^st thou i whither art thoa borne 
With frantic rage i 

HERCUI£S. 
In death will I return 
To those abodes beneath, whence late I came. 
THESEUS. 
Thou speak'st the language of a vulgar man« 

HERCULES. 
Exempt from all calamity yourself j 
On me these admonitions you bestow. 
THESEUS. 
Are these fit words for Hercules to use. 
Who many toils endnr'd? 

HERCULES. 

I had not suffered 
Thus much, if any bounds had circumscribM 
My labours. 

THESEUS. 
Benefactor of mankind. 
And their great friend i 

HERCULES. 
From them no aid I find; 
But Juno triumphs. 

THESEUS. 
Greece will not permit thee ^ 
To perish unregarded. 

HERCULES. 
Hear me now. 
That I with reason your advice may combat; 
To you will I explain both why it is 
And long hath been impossible for me 
To live ; and first, because from him, I spring. 
Who, having slain the Father of Alcmena, 
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Defil'd with murder^ w«(Ueii her who bore me. 

When thus the basis of a family 

Is laid in guilt, tbe children mutt be wretched* 

But Jove (or some one. who WBum'd the name 

Of Jove) begot me 4 hence to Juno's hate 

Was [ obnoxious. Yet, O let not this 

Offend thine ear, old Mmn, for thee, not Jove, 

I deem my real Sire. IVhile yet I hung 

An infant at the bceast, 3o^e*» Wife by steahh 

Sent snakes into my crjadle to destroy me. 

But after I attained the bloom of manhood^ 

Of what avail were it, should I necount 

The various labours I esdur'd, wliat Lions, 

What Typhons wicb a triple form, what Giaails, 

Or what four*footed Centaurs, who in crowds 

Rush'd to the battle, by this arm were shiin ? 

How I dispatch'd the Hydra too, that MoBiter 

With heads surrounde.d, branching out anew, 

And having suffered many tails beside. 

Went to the mnnsicMiB of the dead, to being 

Heirs triple-headed Dog into the realms . 

Of hght, for thus Eurystbeus'fand enjoin'd? 

But I at last, wretch. that I am, 'this murder 

Did perpetrate, and my own Children slay. 

That to their utmost smnmh I might raise 

The niiseries of this lionse.'- My fate is such 

That in my native Thebes I must not dwdl : 

But if I here continue, to what temple 

Or friends can I repair } Sot by such curses 

I now am visited, tltat none will date 

To speak to me. To Argas^hall I go i 

How can I, when my country drives me forth i 

To any other city should I fly. 

The consequence were this : with lodks adkaJkice 

I should be view'd as one well known, and harrass'd 

With these repioaohes by malignant tongues; 

*^ Is not this he, the Son of Jove^ who mutder'd 
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'' His Children aiid bis Consort f rrom this land 
'' Shall not th' a^ccursed miscreant be expell'd ?" 
To him whowascali'd happy ooce^ such change 
Is bitterness indeed: as for the man 
Whose siiiFerings are perpetual, him, when wretcfhed 
Ho kinsman pities. I to such a pitch 
Of woe shall come, I deem, tft length, that Eartb, 
Uttering a voice indignant, will forbid me 
To touch its surface. Ocean, o*er its waves. 
And every river, o'er its streams, to pass. 
I shall be like Ixion then, with chains 
Fix'd to the wh«eh Twere better that no Greek 
With whom I in my happier days conversed 
Should see me more* What motive can I have 
For living ? or to me of what avail 
Were it to keep possession of this useless. 
And this unholy being ? flush'd with joy. 
Let Jove's illustrious Consort, in the dance, 
Strike with her sandals the resplendent floor 
Of high Olympus : for she now hath gain'd 
Her utmost wish, and from his basis torn 
,The first of Grecian warriors. Who can pray 
To such a Goddess, who, with envy stung. 
Because Jove lov'd a woman, bath destroyed 
The benefactors of the Grecian realm. 
Those blameless objects of her hate i 
THESEU8. 

This mischief 
Springs from no God except the Wife of Jove. 
Well dost thou judge, in saying that 'tis easier 
To give thee wholesome counsel, than endure 
Such agonies. But no man 'scapes unwounded 
By Fortune, and oo God ; unless the songs 
Of autient Bards mislead. Have not the Gods 
Among themselves form'd lawless marriages ? 
Have ihey not bound in ignominious chains 
Their Fathers, to obtain a throne: In Heaven 
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Yet dwell tbey, and bear np beneath tbe load 
Of all their crimes. But what canst thou allege, 
If thou, frail mortal as thou art, those ills 
Immoderately bewail'st to which the Gods 
Without reluctance yield i from Thebes retire, ' 
Since thus the laws ordain ; and follow me 
To Pallas' city: when thy hands are there 
Cleansed from pollution, I to thee will give 
A palace, and with thee divide my wealth. 
The presents which the Citizens to me 
Appropriated, when twice seven blooming victims 
I by the slaughter of the Cretan (21) Ball 
Redeemed, on thee will I bestow. For portions 
, Of land are thro' the realm to me assigned : 
These, while thou liv'st, hciiceforth shall by thy name 
Be caird : but after death «when to the shades 
Of Pluto thou descend'st, with sacrifice 
And with the sculptur'd tomb, shall Athens grace 
Thy memory. For her citizens have gain'd 
This fairest wreath from every Grecian state. 
By yielding succour to the virtuous man 
I'heir glories are augmented : and to thee 
Will [ repay with gratitude the kind'ness 
Which thou deserv'st for saving me; for thou 
Hast need of friend» at present: but no friend 

(21 ) Minos, acconfing to Aponodonit, in ordet to prove that fh« 
Gods had bestowed on him the kingdoni.oi' Crete, prayed to Neptune 
that a BuU (which he vowed to otfier him in sacrifice) might rise from 
the sea. His petition was granted : but he sent this Bull, which was 
uncommoiify beanttiiil, among his own lierds, and took another for a 
victim. The God was incensed; and inspired Pasipliae, the wife of 
Minos, with an luinatnral love for the BuU, which was for a time 
concealed by means of her accomplice Daedalus, who constmcted 
tlie Labyrintb, till she brought forth a monster of a miicod species 
balled (he Minotaur, who had the face of a Bull, and the rest of his 
form human, llie Athenians, being afflicted by a phigue, wei-e ordered 
by the orarle to furnish aimuaily seven striplings and seven vu-gins to be 
devoured by this monster, till Tlie^cus slew the Minotaur, and thereby 
put an end to 1iii.« d<?tf stable tribute. 
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Is wanted when the Gods confer renown ; 
For^ if he wills, Jove's aid is all-sufficient. 
HERCULES. 
You hold a language foreign to my griefs. 
But I suppose not that the Gods delight 
In lawless nuptials, that their hands are bound 
With galling chains, nor did I e'er believe. 
Nor can I be convinced, that one bears rule 
Over another. For a Deity - 
If he be truly such, can stand in need 
Of no support. But by some lying Bard 
Those miserable fables were devis'd. 
Altho' I am most wretched, yet I thought 
I might be charg'd with cowardice for leaving 
Tliese realms of light. For he who bears not up 
'Gainst adverse fortune, never can withstand 
The weapon of his foe. I am resolv'd 
To wait for death with, firmness : to your city 
Meantime will I retreat, and am most grateful 
For your unnumbered gifts. Unnumbered labours 
Have I been erst acquainted with; from none 
Did I e'er shrink, these eyes did never stream 
With tears, nor thought I that I e'er should come 
To such a pitch of meanness as to weep : 
But now^ it seems, must Fortune be obey'd. 
I am content. -«Thou, O my aged Sire, 
Behold'st my exile, thou in me behold'st 
The murderer of my Cbiildren: to the tomb 
Consign their corses with funereal pomp. 
And o'er them shed the tributary tear : 
For me the laws allow not to perform 
This office. Let their Mother, e*en in death, 
Clasp to her breast, and in her arms sustain. 
Our wretched offspring, whom in evil hour 
I slew reluctanL But when thou with earth 
Hast covered them, thy residence still keep 
Here in this city, miserably indeed, 
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Yet on thy sdul Iny this constraint^ to bear 
With me the woes which I most deeply feel- 
The very Sire, ye Children, who begot, 
. Murder'd you ; no advantage ye derive 
Trom what this arm by all my labours gam'd. 
And frofla yoar Father's triumphs no renown. 
Have not I siain thee too who didst preserve 
My bed inviolate, and o'er my house 
Long watch with peitient care ? ah me ! my Wife, 
My Sons : but how much more to be lamented 
Am I tnyself, from them for ever torHs? 
Ye melancholy joys of kisses lavish 'd 
On their remains, and ye my loath'd companions. 
The weapons which I still retain, but dDubt 
Whether to kieep or dash them to the ground : 
For they, while at my sfde they hang, will seem 
To utter these reproachful words; '* With as 
" Thy Cobsort and thy Children bast thou slain, 
*' Yetthoii the very instruments' preserv'st 
** Which were their murferers." After socb- a charge 
Can I still beaf them i what can^ I allege? 
But stripping ofT those arras with which thro* Grectee» 
I have atchiev'd full many glorious deeds, 
Shall I expose myself to those who hate me, 
And die igni)b1y? I must not abandon 
But keep them still, tbo' sorrbi;v ing. Aid me, TheMRH, 
In this one enterprise; to- Argos go 
And for your Friend obtbiTi the great reward 
Promjs'd for dragging from the-shades of hell 
That execrable Hound : lest if by you 
Deserted, I thro' grief for my slain Children 
Should come to some calamitous end^ Thou vealm 
Of Cadmus, and ye citizens of TTiebes, 
With tresses shorn, in concert weep ; the tomb 
Of my slain Children visit, there bewail. 
In one funereal dirge, the dead, and me; 
For smitten with the same dire scourge of fbte 
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By Juno, we all perish. 

THESEUS. 

Hiaplest man, 
Arise ; enough of tears. 

HERCULES, 
r cannot rfce. 
These limbs arc now grown stiff. 

THESEUS, ' 

Calamity 
Subdues the valiant. 

HERCULES. 
Wosld I-were a stone^ 
Insensible to sufferings! 

lUjsEUS. 

Cease' these plaints ; 
And to the friead who cones' to serre thee, give 
Thy hand. 

HERCUL£»^ 
Bat let me not wipe off the blood 
Upon your garments* 

Wfpeit off, nor scruple. 
For I object not; 

HERCULES^ 

Of my Sons bereft. 
In you the likeness of a Son I find. 
THESfiVS, 
Fling round my neck thine arm : III lead the way. 

HERCULES'.' 
A pair of friends : tbo' one of us be wretched. 
Such, O my aged Father, is the man 
We ought to make a friend. 

IfffiSEUS. 

His natire realm 
Produces an illustrious 'progeny* 
HERCULE& 

Turn me around, that I may see my Sons. 
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THESEUS. 
HopiDg such philtre may thy griefs appease* 

HERCULES. 
This earnestly I wish for, and would clasp 
iVIy jb'ather to this bosom. 

AMPHITRYON. 

Here, lo, here. 
For what my Son desires, to me is grateful. 
THESEUS. 
Of all the labours thou didst erst atchieve. 
Hast thou thus lost the memory ? 
HERCULES. 

All those ills 
Were less severe than what I, now experience. 

THESEUS. 
Should any one behold thee grown unmanly, ' 
He could not praise thee. 

HERCULES. 

Tho' to you I seem 
Degraded to an abject life ; I trust 
That I my former courage shall resume. 
THESEUS. 
Where now is the iUustrious Hercules 2 

HERCULES. 
What had you be^n, if still you in the shades 
Had miserably dwelt i 

THESEUS. 

Then sunk my courage 
Beneath the meanest of the human race. 
HERCULES. 
Why then persist in saying that my woes 
Have quite subdued me i 

THESEUS. 

Onward. 
HpiCULES. 

Good old Man, 
Farewell. 
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AMPHITRYON. 
Farewell too> O mj Son. 
HERCULES. 

My Children 
Inter as I directed. 

AMPHITRYON. 
O^ my Son^ 
But who will bury me i 

HERCULES, 

L 

AMPHITRYON. 

When will you 
Come hither? 

HERCULES. 
. After thou hast for my Children 
Perfonii'd that pious office. 

AMPHITRYON. 

How? 

HERCULES. 

I'll fetch thee 
From Thebes to Athens. — Bear into the palace 
My Children's corses which pollute the ground. 
9ut as for me, who have disgraced and plung'd 
My house in ruin, I will follow Theseus, 
Tow'd like a batter'd skiff. Whoe'er prefers 
, Wealth or dominion to a stedfast friend. 
Judges amiss. 

CHORUS. 
Most wretched, drown'd in tears. 
Reft of our great protector^ we depart. 



toi. Ill* 
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PERSONS OF THE DRAMA, 

A PEASANT QP MYCENE. 

ELECTRA. 

ORESTES. 

PYLADGS, 

CHORUS OF ARGIVE COUNTRY WOMEJ^, 

CLYTEMNESTRAt 

OLD MAN. 

MESSENGER. 

CASTOR AND POLLUX. 

SCENEp-ON the border^ of the ARQrnE POIVUMONS. 
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PEASANt. 

1 Hou> aotient land of Argosi and ye streams 
Of Lnachusj whence, in a thousand ships 
The war condtacting, to the P^hrygian coast 
SailM Agamemnon : after he had slain 
Priam the king of Ilion, and oVrthrown 
The fam'd Dardanian city, he returned 
To these his Argive realms^ and in the temples 
On high affix'd unnumber'd trophies torn 
From the Barbarians> There indeed was Fortune 
To him propitious: but in his own palace^ 
lAe, by the treacherous arts of Clytemnestra 
His Consort, died, and curst ^gisthus' hand 
Thyestes' Son : e'en thus of th' antient sceptre 
Of Tantalus bereft, thus vilely perishM 
Tlie Inighty Chief. Now o'er this country reigns 
^gisthus, and possesses Tyndarus' Daughter, 
The Wife of the Deceased : but as for those 
He left at home when he to Ilion sail'd, 
His Son Orestes, and the blooming Nymph 
Electra; an Old Man, who erst had fostered 
His Father's childhood, hence by stealth conveyM 
Orestes, whom ^gisthus would have slain. 
And bore him to the Phocian realm, for Slrophius 
To educate : while in her Father's house 
Electra still remained : Soon as the blooo^ 
Of riper years adom'd her cheeks, the first 
Of Grecian heroes woo'd her : but ^gisthus 
Fearing lest haply to some Argive Prince 
She should bear Sons who might avenge the death 
Of Agamemnon, close at home confin'd, 



Digitized by 



Google 



«46 ELECTRA. 

Nor wbuld affiance her to any Bridegroom. 

But since here too great danger lay, in secret. 

Lest by some noble youth she might be pregnant ; 

He with atrocious cruelty resolv'd 

To murder her : yet, tho* to virtue lost. 

Her Mother sav'd her from ^gisthus' hand. 

For with a fair pretence had she been arm'd 

Against her slaughtered Husband, but now feared 

She by her Children's murder might provoke 

The public hate, ^gisthus therefore fram'd 

This striitagem; to whosoever shall slay 

The Son of Agamemnon, who had 'scap'd, 

A voluntary exile, from this laild. 

He proq)isM large rewards, and for a Wifife 

Electra gave to me, who am the Son 

Of Argive parents, and on this account 

Fear no malign reflections, for I spring 

From an illustrious race, tho' my possessions 

Are scanty, whence hiy noble birth to /me 

Proves ineffectual : that bestowing her 

In marriage on a man of humble station, 

He from her Husband might have less to fear. 

For if some youth of an exalted rank 

Had wedded her, that vengeance for the death 

Of Agamemnon, which at present sleeps. 

His interest might have rous'd into a flame, 

So had ^gisihus suffered as he ought. 

That I did ne*er contaminate her bed. 

For me can Venus witness ; she remains 

A virgin still : unworthy as I am, 

The Daughter of so great a man I blush 

To violate. But I bewail the fate 

Of that unhappy Prince, Orestes, join'd 

In nominal affinity with me. 

Should he, returning to the Argive land. 

His Sister's hapless marriage e*er behold. 

As for the wretch who brands me with the namfe 
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Of fool, because, altho' into ray house 
I have receiv'd a virgin in the bloom 
Of youth, from her embraces I abstain, 
Let him know this, by the 'perverted line 
Of his own soul he measures continence^ 
And is himself the ideot he despises. 

ELECTRA, PEASANT. 

ELECTRA. 
O sable Night, nurse of yon golden stars. 
Who aid'st me, while sustaining on my head 
This ponderous vase, I from the river bring 
Its waters ; not because I am reduced 
To such great indigence, but that the wrongs 
I from ^gisthus suffer, to the Gods 
May be displayed, while I send up these plaints 
Into the spacious fields of air, addrest 
To my departed Sire. For Tyndarus' Daughter, 
That most malignant woman, my own Mother, 
Hath from the regal mansion cast me forth,. 
To gratify her Lord. She, having borne 
A second race of Children to iBgisthus, 
Looks on Orestes, and on wretched me. 
As strangers to her house. 

PEASANT. 

Why thus for me. 
Unhappy Virgin, toil'stthou? why perform 
Such menial offices, O thou who erst 
Wert delicately nurtured, nor desist 
At my entreaty? 

ELECtRA. 

You I hold a friend 
Equal in worth to the immortal Gods : 
For you have never sported with my sorrows. 
Blest is the fate of mortals, when they find 
In their adversity such healing aid 
As I from you experience. Tbo* unbidden. 
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1 ought, exerting all mj strength, to make 
Your toils the lighter, and with you divide 
The load, that you more easily may bear them. 
Laborious tasks enough without these doors 
To you belong, but 'tis on me incumbent 
0*er each domestic office to preside : 
For when the labourer from abroad returns. 
How sweet is it to find all well within ! 
PEASANT. 
If such thy pleasure, go : for from this house 
The fountains are not distant. But when first 
Appears the daj', will I drive forth my oxen. 
And. sow the furrows. For no slothful man. 
Who is for ever prating of the Gods, 
Can gain a sustenance exempt from toil. lEieuutm 

ORESTES, PYLADES, 

ORE8TE8. 
Thee, O my Pylades, I deem the first 
Of men, for thy fidelity and friendship^ 
And my unsever'd comrade ; for thou only 
Hast still attached thyself to thy Orestes,' 
Thus wretched as I am, and suffering wrongs 
Most dreadful from ^gisthus, who hath slain 
My Sire, assisted in that impious deed 
By my abandon'd Mother. But I come. 
For thus the Gods' oracular responses 
Directed, to my natal Argive soil, 
With no man's privity but thine, to wreak 
On those who murder'd him, my Father's death ; 
This very night I visited his tomb. 
And o*er it shed full many a duteous tear; 
My tresses cut, and sprinkled on the pyre 
The blood of a slain sheep, ^11 unobserved 
By the tyrannic rulers of the land. 
I do not set my foot within the walls. 
But having fram'd at once two different projects, 
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Come to the borders of this realuij by flighty 
That to 'some other iand I may escape^ 
If any spy should know me while I search 
My Sister out^ (for here they say she dwells, 
Join'd in the nuptial bond^ and is no longer 
A virgin) that with her I may converse. 
And for my partner in the bloody deed. 
Receiving her, with certainty learn all 
' That passes in the city. Let us now. 
Because the morn her shining forehead rears, > 
Step from the beaten path aside: for soon 
Will there some husbandman or female servant 
To us. appear, of whom we may enquire 
If here my Sister dwell. But I behold 
Some menial Damsel, on her shorn head bearing 
A ponderous vase of water ; let us sit 
And listen, if perchance she may let fall 
Some word relating to the important schemes, 
O Pylades, which brought us to this land. 

[TAey retreat to the back Fart of tie Stage. 

ELECTRA. 

ODE. 
I. 
Haste, for the time admits not of delay. 

My gentle comrades hither haste 
And shed, O shed the sympathetic tear. 
Ah me! from Agamemnon mighty Chief; 

And Clytemnestra, hated child 

Of Tyndaruis, I derive my birth. 
By pi:ying Citizens 
Eiectra the unhappy am I nam'd.' 
Sentenced to toil thro' a disastrous life ; 

But thou, my Sire, meantime are stretcht^ 
O Son of Atreus, 'midst the drear abodes 

Of Orcus, by thy Cogsort slain. 

And curst \£gi8thus' bloody hand. 

Repeat, my friends, the plaintive sUraio f 
Th' afflicted find a luxury in tears. 



' Digitized by 



Google 



«6 ELECTRA- 

II. 
Haste, for the time admits not of delay. 

My gentle comrades hither haste 
And shed, O 3hed the sympathetic tear. 
Ah me !. my wretched Brother, in what realm. 

What house art thou enslav'd, to woes 

Inevitable woes expos'd 
In her paternal dome 
Leaying thy Sister i aid me, righteous Jove, 
Rescue thy votary compass'd by distress, 

And of my Father's cruel death 
Now shew thyself th' avenger, to his home 

• Recall Orestes, exiVd youth. 

Take from my head this ponderous vase. 

That, in a tone more audible. 
With midnight plaints I may address my Sire ; 

in. 

Pot thee who skep'st beneath the hollow ground, 
I wake the clamorous song, the dirge 

To which grim Pluto listens with delight. 
Such is my daily exercise ; 
Rend with my nails my bleeding neck. 

And strew these auburn tresses in the dust. 

Some tuneful cygnet gliding down the streaoi, 
Thus calls upon her parent bird. 
Caught in the treacherous snare. 
Who perished : with like strains I wail 

Thee, O my Sire, o'er whom the layer's drops 

Were sprinkled for the last last time 

On that most piteous bed of death. 

To thee, my Sire, the murderous axe 

Then gave the fatal stroke 

And in a fatal hour didst thou (1) repose, 

After thy voyage from the Phrygian shore. 



(l)In tiie stead of ISu>a(, propter conciHaniy wbich in ibk 
appeared to me ^te anoMigible, I bave 8ob«titated> wovAmv^ ^e fg^ 
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Thy Consort, nor with diadem" 
Received thee, nor with flowery 'wreath, 

But privy to ^gisthus' foul design. 

The two-edg'd falchion rais'd to aid her paramour. 

CHORUS, ELECTRA- 

CHORUS. 

O D R 

I. 1. • 

(2) O, Daughter of Atrides, I with haste 

Repair to this thy rustic home : 
A man who feeds on milk, inur'd to roam 

Over the mountain's dreary waste. 
From Argos comes, and tells us they proclaim 
That solemn feast the third revolving day^ 

When the assembled virgind gay 
In concert celebrate Saturnia's nam^ ; 

ELECTRA. 
11. 1. 

Nor can the splendor of a noble birth, 
Or costly gems elate my drooping heart, 

I in the dance can bear no part. 
Nor join the nymphs of Argos in their mi^rth, 
With agile step rebounding from the floor; 
My sorrows never cease to flow. 
Each day I my hard fate deplore. 
And every thought beside is lost in woe. 

tive of wau%a, teqaes ab hiiiere, in comeqaence of Dr. Masgmve'k 
recommendRtwn in bv note: I am abo UMler further obligations to Us 
edition, for the asristsnce it has furmshed me with in translating the 
succeeding Ode. 

(2) matarch in his life of Lysander, the Spartan Gtoetal, informs as^ 
that when AthaM had nnendered to his Tictoridus aims, consakalkiat 
were held, in wfaach it was propooed to destroy the city and reduce its 
inhabitants to slaveiy ; but that the conquerors were aU so much afiected 
by hearing tins Ode song by a Phocian at ono of their banquets, that 
they agreed it would be an unworthy action to destroy Che place which 
Ibctered such exalted gemuses. V* l, p. 441^ ed. Rnaldi, foU Paris 1624. 
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Behold my clotted hair, my garments rent! 

For Agamemnon's reign is o'er^ 

Nor is it now remember'd.more 
That he from whom I trace my high descent 

Did erst the pride of Troy confound. 

Whose towers he levell'd with the ground. 

CHORUS. 

• I. 2. 
(:?) She is a Goddess of resistless might. 

Bui by thy handmaids be thou drest ' 
In gorgeous robes, and wear the tissued vest. 

To make thy beauty shine more bright. 
Deem'st thou to conquer those thou hat'st by tears. 
If in devotion to the Gods thou fail? 

Better than groans, will prayers avail. 
To make Heaven smile, and bless thy future years. 

ELECTRA. 

If. 2. 
No Deity now hears the doleful tale 
Of lost Eiectra : by my Sire in vain 

Erst was the lovely (4) Victim slain, , 
Nor the deceas'd alone do t bewail, 
. My tears are to that living wanderer due, 

Station'd in foreign realms, forlorn. 

An exile, who his fate doth rue 
In bitter thraldom pent, tho' nobly born. 
Myself in a poor cottage must reside, 

Banish'd from my paternal dome. 

And call these barren rocks my home: 

(3) Both Banes and Carmelli translate tin as if spoken of Fortune. 
Imt Dr. Musgrove says^ that Jane is here meant, wliicfa plaSnly appears 
to be the case from the first Strophe, wiUi which this Antistrophe cor- 
responds, concluding with the mentiott of that Goddess, especially as 
these are- both pat into the months of the Chomsi and the mtehnediatc 
Stmphe into that of Eiectra. 

(4>*Her Sister Iphigenia. 
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With a fresh Husband, while in regal pride, 
She who in blood her hands did steep, 
M)r guilty Mother, dares to sleep. 

CHORUS. 
Of many woes, to Greece, and to thy house. 
Thy Mother's Sister Helen was the cause. 
ELECTRA. 
Alas! my friends, I am constrained to cease 
From uttering my complaints : for certain strangers. 
Who near our dwelling lodge in th' open air. 
Are started up from ambush. Fly, do you 
Keep in that path, while I the doof will enter. 
That by our speed we may outstrip. the ruffians. 
ORRSTESy adtkncivg. 
Stay, hapless woman ; stay, noc be alarmed 
At my detaining you. 

ELECTRA. 
Thee I implore, 
O Phusbus, save my life. 

ORESTES. 
Not you, but those 
To whom far greater enmity 1 bear, 
Am I resolv'd to slay. 

ELECTRA, 
Depart, nor touch me 
With those unlicensed hands. 

ORESTES. 

1 cannc^t lay them 
On any one more justly. 

ELECTRA. 
For what cause, 
Ann'd with that sword, dost thou condeal thyself 
Close to my bouse ? 

ORESTES. 
Stay, hear mc ; and ere long 
Will you confess that f have truly spoken. 
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ELECTRA. 
I here stand still, foi; I am wholly left 
To thy discretion, since thou art endiied 
With greater strength. 

ORESTES. 

I from your Brother come 
To bring a message. 

ELECTRA. 
O, my dearest friend ! 
From the yet living or deceased Orestes? 
ORESTES. 
He lives : for I would first to thee relate 
Tidings of joy. 

ELECTRA. 
May every bliss reward 
The welcome embassy. 

ORESTES. 
I wish the same 
To both of us extended. 

ELECTRA. 
In what land 
Endures the wretched youth a wretched exile ? 
ORESTES. 
Not by the laws of one peculiar city 
Directed,, he a friendless vagrant pines. 
ELECTRA. 
Is he then destitute of daily^food ? 

ORESTES. 
Not thus : but feeble is the banish'd man. 

ELECTRA. 
What message bring you from hun ? 
ORESTES. 

He enquires 
Whether you still are living, and, if living, 
Where, and what woes you suffer. 
#< * ELECTRA. 

' First thousee'st* 
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How witber'd is this form. 

ORESTES. 

You are so wasted 
With sorrow, that I groan for you, 
ELECTRA. 

My head 
Is of its tresses shorn. • 

ORESTES. 
Perhaps you wail 
Your Brother's ahsence, and your Father's death. 
ELECTRA. 
Ah ! who can be more dear to me than these? 

ORESTES, 
Think you that Brother feels the same for you ? 

ELECTRA^ 
For him^ tho' absent still do I retain 
The same affection. 

ORESTES. 
On this spot, how long 
Thus distant from the city have you dwelt ? 

ELECTTRA. * 
' An inauspicious nuptial bond, O Stranger, 
Have I experienc'd. 

ORESTES. 
I your Brother pity. 
To some one of Mycene are you wedded ? 

ELECl'RA. 

Not as my Sire erst hop'd to have bestow'd me. 

ORESTES. 
Speak more explicitly, that what I hear 
1 to your Brother may relate. 

ELECTRA. 

Remote 
From him I dwell, these lowly roofs beneath. 
ORESTES. 

Some Husbandman or Neatherd must be Master 
Of such a house. ' 
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/ ELECTRA. 

Tho' he be poor, yet generoiur 
Is its Inhabitant, with pious awe 
Who treats nie, 

ORESTES. 
Bat what pious awe is this 
Bj wbick your Lord is influencM 1 
ELECTRA, 

He hath ne*er 
Presum'd to touch my bed. 

ORESTES. 

Doth he observe 
Some vow of spotless chastity^ which erst 
He to the Gods hnth made^ or loathe your person t 
ELECl'RA. 
Because he scrupled to bring such disgrace 
Upon my noble parents. 

ORESTES. 
Such a Bride 
When he had gained, why did he not with joy 
Receive you to his arms ? 

£LECTRA« 

He cannot deem 
O Stranger, him who thus dispos'd of me 
To be his lawful Sovereign. 

ORESTES. 
I perceive 
Your meaning : lest he at some future time 
The vengeance of Orestes might incur. 
ELECTRA. 
These fears had great effect^ and most of all 
His continence. 

ORESTES. 
How generous is the man 
You speak of! he deseives the kindest treatment;» 
ELECTRA. 

If to his home He e^r should return^ 
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Who now is absent. 

ORESTES. 
But could your own Mother^ 
She from whose womb you spring, submit to this? 
ELECTRA. 
Women befriend their Husbands, not their Children. 

ORESTES. 
What caus'd jSlgisthus to insult you thus? 

ELEGTR4. 
He wished me to bring forth an abject race. 
And for that purpose on this abject Mate 
Bestow'd me. 

ORESTES. J 

To prevent your bearing Sons 
Who might avenge their Grandsire ? 
ELECTRA. 

He such schemes 
Had form'd, for which, O may I punish him 
As he deserves. 

ORESTES. 
Knows then your Mother's Husband 
That you are yet a virgin ? 

ELECTRA. 

This he knows not; 
From him have we conceard it. 
ORESTES. 

Are those Women 
Who overhear our conversation, friends ? 

ELECTRA. 
They will keep secret whatsoe'er we speak. 

ORESTES. 
What could Orestes do, if he returned 
To Argos I 

ELECTRA^ 
Canst thou doubt ? ihj words convey 
A foul reproach : for is not this the crisis ? 

VOL. III. s 
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ORESTES. 

Bat if he hither com'e^ how shall he slay 
The murderers of his Father? 

ELECTRA. 

He on them 
Must dare t' inflict whatever that Father suffered 
From his audacious foes. 

ORESTES. 

Could you endure 
To aid him in the slaughter of your Mother i 
ELECTRA. 
E'en with that axe by which my Father djed. 

ORESTES. 
Shall I inform him of it 1 and is this 
Your stedfast resolution ? 

ELECTRA. 

May I perish 
When I have shed my guilty Mother's blood ! 
ORESTES. 

Ah, would to Heaven Orestes were at hand 
And overheard you, 

ELECTRA. 

Stranger, if I saw 
I should not know hinu 

ORESTES. 

Nor is this surprizing : 
For in your tender years you parted from him 
While he was yet a child. 

ELECTRA. 

There's but one friend 
Of mine Would know him now. 
ORESTES. 

He who is said 
By stealth to have convey'd him from the murderers? 
ELECTRA. 
That aged Man who on my Father's childhood 
Attended* 
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ORESTES. 
Did your Father after deatk 
Obtain a tomb? 

ELECTRA. 
The boon that he obtain'd 
Was only being cast forth from his palace. 
ORESTES. 
Ah me, how horrible a speech is this 
Which you have utter*d ! for e'en those sensations 
A stranger's sufferings must excite, torment 
The hnroan breast. But speak; that I may bear 
With certainty such tidings to your Brother 
As, tho' they are unwelcome, must be heard. 
For 'mong the wise is tender pity found, 
Not in the haunts of slothful ignorance. 
Yet mischief still ensues whene'er the soul 
Attempts to soar too high. 

CHORUS. 

By the same wishes 
With him am I inspired : for having dwelt 
Fjar from the city, I, what mischief there 
Have bappen'd, know not, and am anxious now 
To be informed. ' 

ELECTRA. 
If lawftil, I will speak ; 
And to a friend it surely must be lawful 
Mine and my Father's sufferings to unfold. 
Since at thy instigation I begin 
This topic, I beseech thee to acquaint 
Orestes, O thou Stranger, with my woes 
And with his own : describe the dress I wear. 
The filth which shames me, and beneath what roo& 
I dwell, tho' born a Princess ; with the shuttle 
Weaving my garments, else should I be naked 
And left expos'd to indigence ; myself 
These loads- of water bearing, here deprived 
Of holy fe9iiv9ls, of choral rites, 

3« 
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And tho' I am a virgin stilly estrang'd 
E'en from the social pleasures of uiy sex. 
From- Castor too estrang'd, who was affianc'd 
To me his kinswoman, before he found 
Adaiission 'mongst the Gods. My Mother sits. 
With Phrygian spoils surrounded, on a throne; 
While at her footstool, Asiatic slaves 
Observant stand, my Father's captives, clad 
In robes of Ida bound with golden clasps. 
But Agamemnon's blood, which on the walls 
Was sprinkled, there still putrefying hangs. 
While he who murder'd him ascends the car 
"^ Which bore my Father, and exulting wields 
In his polluted hands that envied sceptre 
With which the mighty victor, now deceas'd, 
Erst exercis'd o'er Greece supreme command. 
Meanwhile the slighted Agamemnon's tomb. 
No rich libation hath receiv'd, no branch 
Of verdant myrtle, his funereal pyre 
Is with no pomp of holy rites adorn'd. 
But this egregious HoBband of my Mother 
Leaps on his grave, 'tis said, when flushed with wine. 
And to deface my Father's monument 
Hurls many a ponderous stone, nor fears 'gainst us 
To utter words like tbese ; " Where now thy son 
" Orestes? Comes not that heroic youth 
*' To guard thy tomb?" he thus insults the absent: 
Tlierefore, O Stranger, I entreat thee, bear 
This message to ray Brother : there are many 
Who join in dictating it, (I alone 
Am their interpreter) these bands, this tongue. 
My wretched heart, shorn head, and the remains 
Of my illustrious Father : for 'twere base 
If Agamemnon crush'd the Phrygian host. 
Yet by his single arm he cannot slay 
One man, tho' now he flourish in the pride 
OF youth, and spring from such a boble Sire. 
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CHORUS. 

Thy Hasbandy hasting homeward to repose. 
Now weaned with his labours, I behold. 

PEASANT, ELECTRA, ORESTES, PYLADES, 
CHORUS. 

* PEASANT. 

'Ha! who are these whom at the doors I view ? 
Why coDie these strangers to our rustic hut? 
Or need they my assistance? with young men 
To parly, in a woman is unseemly. 
ELECTRA, 
Form no suspicions, O my dearest Lord, 
Injurious to my honour. You shall know 
What really was said ; for from Orestes 
To me these guests of ours a message brought. 
Pardon him. Strangers, if he spoke amiss. 

PEASANT. 
(5) What say they? lives he ? doth he view the Sun ? 
ELECTRA. 
If their accounts be true, and to their words 
My credence I refuse not, he yet lives. 
PEASANT. 
Aught of his Father's wrongs, doth he remember. 
And thy calamhies? 

ELECTRA. 
I entertain 
Such hopes: but feeble is the banish'd man. 
PEASANT. 
But with what message came they from Orestes? 

(5) Peter Victorias, in his Various Readiugs, L. 2, c. 19, and after 
bim, Bamesy point out Andromache's exclaination ; 

Quid puer Ascanius ? superatne <& vcscitur aura ? 
Ecquae jam poero est amissap. cura parentis ? 
Ecquid in antiqnam virtutem, animosq; viriles 
£t pater JEsieos & avuncnlus excitat Hector? 

Virgil JEm. L. S, t. 339. 
as imitated from this and tke sobseq aent spccdi of the Peasant. Vtrgill 
copies are almost aniformly improvements on the original 
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ELECTRA. 

He sent them to explore my woes. 

PEASANT. 

They sec 
Only a part of them : but what remains 
Thou canst unfold. 

ELECTRA. 
They know the whole^ they need 
No farther information. 

PEASANT. 

Long ago 
Then should our doors to them have been thrown open. 
Enter this house^ and for your joyful tidings 
Accept what fare my humble roof contains, 
^heir baggage, O ye servantSy carry in. 
Make no excuse, for, Q my friends, ye come 
From one whom I hold dear. No abject manners, 
(6) Tho' I am poor, to you will I betray. 

ORESTES. 
Inform me, I conjure you by the Gods, 
Is this indeed the man, who joins with you 
In the concealment of your nuptial union. 
Thro' an unwillingness to shame Orestes? 

ELECTRA. 
Tis him they call the poor Electra's Lord. 

ORESTES. 
There is no certain mark of generous souls : 
For in the tempers of mankind prevails 
A strange confusion. I have seen the son 
Of a great father dwindle into nothing. 
And virtuous children spring from wicked Sires ; 
Among the rich a mean contracted spirit 
Have I discover'd, and the poor man's breast 

(6) It is by DO means improbable, tliat Virgi], who frequently imitates 
Ewiipides, may hence have borrowed his idea of the rec^tioo which 
Hercides, and afterwards iEneas, fomid in the hwnUe dwelling of 
Evander. 

a 
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With most exalted sentiments inspir'd. 

How theoi by taking an impartial view. 

Shall we decide aright ? by making wealth 

The proof of merit ? 'twere an evil test. 

Or having no possessions ? bat this curse 

Belongs to poverty, it teaches man 

To sin when pinch'd with want. To his exploits 

In arms shall I proceed I Who can discern 

By looking at the sharpness of bis spear 

What warrior's valiant? h were best to leave 

Such questions undecided. For this man 

Of no account in Argos, nor elated 

By having sprung from an illustrious house. 

But intermingled with the abject crowd, 

Hath prov'd most virtuous. Will ye ne'er grow wise 

Who err thro' empty prejudice, nor learn 

From studying his associates and his manners 

To estimate man's true nobility ? 

For such are they who minister aright 

Both states aud households : bat mere flesh, devoid 

Of mental powers to animate the mass. 

An useless image in the forum stands. 

For doth the Warrior with a nervou^ arm 

In battle constantly maintain his ground 

Longer than one more feeble ; this depends 

On inborn courage, nature's happiest gift. 

Present or absent, Agamemnon's Son, 

On whose account we hither come, deserves. 

And therefore it behoves us to accept, 

The proffer'd hospitality: my servants. 

Enter this dwelling. I had rather fikid 

A poor man who with cheerfulness receives us. 

Than a rich host. The bounty of this Peasant 

I therefore praise, altho' I rather wish 

Your Brother here triumphant^ who might lead me 

Into a festive palace; he at length 

Perhaps will come. For Phoebus' oracles 
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May be relied on ; but I disregard 
The prophesies of men. 

lExeuat orestes and pyx^ades. 

CHORUS. 

Our hearts, EJectrai 
Are warm'd with joys w^ never felt before. 
For Fortune, tho' her progiVs hath been slow, 
May fix at length with us her blest abode. 
ELECTRA. 
When you, O hapless roan, were well aware 
How poor your cottage, why did you receive 
These strangers of a far superior rank I 

PEASANT. 
What, if they are j^s noble as they seem^ 
Will th^y not be contented with our food, 
Tho' coarse apd scaaty ? 

PLECTRA, 

Into this mistake, 
111 suiting your low stJite, since you have fallen. 
Go to th^t aged Man whose tender care 
Rear'd my lov'd Fatlier's childhood; on the banks 
Of (7) Tanos which divides the Ai'give land 
Froftfi Sparta, he attends his fleecy charge 
An exile from the city ; bid him come. 
Fraught with provisions from his ample stores, 
These Strangers to rqgale. He will exult, 

(7) The following account of tliis river, which closes the Corintiiidea 
of Pausanias, is referred to by Barnes ; ^* Above the villages of Neris 
** and Eva' is a mountain, on which are the boundaries between the 
** Lacedaemonians, Arrives, and inliabitaiits of Tegea^ : for land-nuurks, 
** are erected statues of Hermes in stone, whence the phce derives 
'' its name : beneath is the river Tanos, the only one which rises in tho 
** mountain Pftmon, and, after flowing throngh the Ar«-ive territories, 
« empties itself into the giilph of Thyrea." Whefiier we read Tai* 
with Pausanias and Barnes, or Tawt with Victoriuf^ Heath, and Dr. 
Musgrave, it is necessary to beware of confounding this river with the 
Tanais, so frequently mentioned both by the Poets and Geographers, 
which runs into the Palus M'£oti<«, after forming tlic boundary between 
aome part of the north of £(ut)pe and A?ia« 
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And to the Gods his adorations pay, 
Sooo as he bears the Boy yet lives whom erst 
His zeal preserved: from my paternal house 
Nought at my Mother's hand will I accept. 
To her unwelcome tidings should we bear, 
IF that unhappy woman were inform'd 
That yet Orestes lives, 

PEASANT. 

At thy request 
Will I deliver to that aged man 
Such message ; hut go thou into the bouse 
And make all ready with what speed thou canst. 
A woman, for the guest, if so inclin'd. 
With store of savoury viands can adorn 
The social board. 1 have enougb at home 
To feed them for a single day at least. 
When on these matters I reflect, I mark 
How great the power of riches, to bestow 
Upon the needy stranger, or expend them 
To b/eal our bodies wasting with disease. 
But for the diet of one,day, is wealth 
Of small importance : for the appetites 
Of all men, whether rich or poor, demand 
An equal share of necessary food. 

[Exeunt electha and peasant. 

CHORUS. 

O D E.^ 

I. 1. 

Ye far-fam'd barks, who with unnumbered oars 
Pursued your voya;^e o'er the billowy deep 

To distant Ilion's fated shores, 
Aroutid whose prows, attracted by the lyre. 

Hung curling Dolphins, while the choir 
Of Nereids, underneath the craggy steep, 

Leil their wild dance, a graceful band : 
With Agamemnon borne to Simois' banks 
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When foremost in th' embattled ranks 
Achilles vaulted on the hostile strand. 

I. 2. 
When Nereus* Daughters left Euboea's coast, 
They from ihe golden anvil bore that shield 

Adorn'd with sculptures, Vulcan's boast ; 
O'er Pelion's height, and thro' the sacred grove 

Of Ossa, did the virgins rove, 
They sought where,by the woodland n^rmphsconceard. 

To arms the nobie Peleus trained 
This pride of Greece, from Thetis sprung, whose speed 

Urg'd him to each heroic deed, 
While his firm hand th' Atrides' cause maintained. 

II. 1. 
One of our valiant countrymen, who came 
From Ilion*s ramparts to the Nauplian bay. 

Informs me ^at these ensigns flame, 
O son of Thetis, on tby burnish'd shield 

Which drove Troy's warriors from the field ; 
Close to its margin Perseus urg'd his way 

The billows of the deep above. 
His crimson falchion stream'd with recent gore. 

The Gorgon's dreadful front he bore. 
Tended by Hermes messenger of Jove. 

II. 2. 
But in the center of that buckler glow'd 
The radiant Sun, his winged coursers gay 

Flew swift along th' ctherial road ; 
The Pleiades and Hyades, whose sight 

Struck daiing Hector with affright. 
Twinkled around : exulting o'er their prey. 

With golden claws three Sphinxes grac'd 
His helmet ; on his cuirass wrought, the (8) steed 

Of fam*d Pirene's winged breed 
By the Chimera, breathing fire, was chas'd. 

(6) Pegasiu. 
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III. 
The hero ^randish'd a destructive spear^ 
And drove his chariot o'er the plain, 
While pitchy clouds of dust hung gathering in his rear. 
The King who led these warlike troops was slain 

After the hostile strife, 
By Tyndarus' Daughter, his inhuman Wife. 
Hence will the Gods demand thy forfeit breath; 
Into the shades of death 
Shalt thou be plung'd at length, tho' late. 
And with thy blood my vengeance sate, 
When I behold the falchion wav'd around 
Full on thy neck inflict the wound. 

OLD MAN, ELECTRA, CHORUS. 

OLD MAN. 

Where is the royal virgin whom I nurtured. 
My honour'd Mistress, Agamemnon's Daughter i 
How hard a task for the decrepid feet 
Of wrinkled age t' explore the sleep ascent 
Which to this dwelling leads! yet to assist 
Our friends, the back tho' bow'd by time, the knees 
Tho' crooked, must exert their utmost might. 
O Daughter (for I see thee at thy threshold^ 
To thee I come, and with me hither bring 
This tender lamb selected from the fold, 
Garlands, and cheeses from the wicker pfess. 
With this long-hoarded precious gift of Bacchus, 
Whose odour is most grateful : tho' the cask . 
Be small, a cup of this with water mixt 
Will make a pleasing beverage. To the guests 
Within, let some one with these presents go. 
But I will wipe these eyes all drench'd in tears 
Upon my tattcr'd garment. 

ELECTRA. 

Down your cheek 
Why stcfil those drops, Old Mau ? have my afflictions 
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After a tedious interval occurred 
To your remembrance, or do you lament 
Orestes' exile, and my Sire; whom orst 
You in those arms sustaining, with a zeal 
Which nought avail'd to you or to your friends 
Did nurture ? 

OLD MAN, 
To regret his loss were vain, 
Yet this I could not bear : for to his grave, 
Turning aside from the frequented road, 
I came and shed a solitary tear, 
Groveling in dust; this cask, which to thy gucstt 
I bring, then opening, sprinkled a libation, 
And planted myrtle boughs around the tomb : 
At the funereal p^-re I saw the victim 
A sable ram, gore newly shed, and locks 
Of auburn hair. I wonder'd much, O Daughter, 
What mortal with adventurous step could visit 
The spot of his interment : for 1 deem 
No citizen of Argos hath been there : 
But 'tis more probable thy Brother comes 
In secret, and at his arrival pays 
Due honours to his Father's sepulchre. 
But thoroughly examine these shorn (9) tresses. 
And with thine own comparing them, observe 
Whclhci' the colour be alike. For they 

(9) Tliesc frivolous markfi of Orestes* identity are evidently, as ni'umoy 
and Dr. Miisgrave observe, insisted on by the Old Man, and ridiculed by 
Electro, merely witli a view of exposing the absurdity of ^chyliis, in 
wliose Tragedy on tliis subject, intitlcd x»ifiag«, or, " Uie Bearers of 
" libations to tlie Dead," v. «00— *^33, Electra refuses to acknowledgQ 
)ier Brother, till he hw made Idmself known to her by tlicsc very thiTe 
t'ircniQstances ; the traces of his feet, resemblance of his h lir to hers, 
and by tlie vest she had farnicrly woven for him when he was an infant. 
Aristophanes lias, in his Clouds, expressly pointed the lidicule of y^C'^ 

" And recognize a Brotlier by his hair," White. 

at tliis Tragedy of JEschylv*:, having just before mentioned the (lame of 
Electro, 
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Of the same blood, who from one Father spring. 
Are apt in all their features to preserve 
A strict resemblance. 

ELECTRA. 
, You unwisely speak, 

Old Man, if you imagine, that by stealth 
jVIy valiant Brother to this land would come. 
Because he fear'd the anger of iEgisthus. 
Then how should our hair tally ? for his locks 
Are those of an heroic youth trained up 
To every martial exercise ; but mine 
Are weakeh'd by the comb. This cannot be ; 
Full many a ringlet of the self-same hue 
Will you discover to belong to those 
Who from a different origin proceed* 
OLD MAN, 
Walk in the traces of his steps, observe 
Th' impression which his sandal leaves behind. 
And, O my Daughter, if his feet and yours 
In measure are the same. 

ELECTRA. 
Of those who tread 
Upon the surface of the stony ground 
What vestiges remain? or, if tl^ey did. 
The feet of those who spring fifom the same womb, 
A man's and woman's never caa be equal, 
The man's are larger. 

OLD MAN. 
Should thy Brother come. 
Canst thou not recollect the purple woof 
Thy shuttle formed, in which 1 erst from death 
With secrecy convey'd him i 

ELECTRA. 

Know you not. 
How young I was, when from this guilty land 
Orestes fled? and if the vest I wove 
Suiled his childhood, how should be still wear it^ 
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Unless in just proportion with the body 
Our garments grew? By generous pity mov'd. 
Either some stranger^ o*er the grave halh shorn 
His tresses, or a native of this realm. 
The Tyrant and his watchful guards eluding. 
OLD MAN. 
Bat where are these thy guests ? for them I fain 
Would see, and ask them how thy Brother (ares. 
ELECTRA. 
With hasty step the threshold they bestride. 

OLD MAN. 
Noble they seem ; yet is this semblance doubtful. 
For many who from noble fathers spring 
Are wicked. But I bid the strangers hai]» 

ORESTES, PYLADES, ELECTRA, OLD MAN, 
CHORUS. 

ORESTES. 
Hail, O thou aged man .'-—what friend is this, 
Electra, by a length of years decay'd ? 
ELECTRA, 

My Father in his infancy he nurtured, 
O stranger. 

ORESTES. 

Ha ! what say you i is this he 

Who from his foes by(10)steaUh conveyed your Brother ? 

ELECTRA. 

Who sav'd his life if haply yet he breathe. 

ORESTES. 
Why doth he gaze at me, as if he view'd 
Some image of bright silver, or to whom 
Doth he my features liken ? 

(10) The word i^or having occurred in the line immediately pre- 
ceding, Pierson, in hit Verisimilia, p. 241, ha3 proposed to substitute 
i{ixXt44 in this place for i^i^f. Dr. Musgrave also concurs witti him in 
tanking that the alteration he has suggested accords not only with 
Eleetre's anfwer, but with several preceding panages in this Tragedy* 
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£i<.ECTRA« ^ 

He perhaps 
Rejoices id beholding you, whose age 
Appears to be the same with that Orestes — 

ORESTES. 

To him most dear* ** But why doth he walk round mef 

ELBCTKA. 
I too, O Stranger, with amazement note 
This circumstance. 

OIJ> MAN. 
Thy vows, O royal Maid, 
Now offer up to the immortal Gods. 
ELEOTJRA. 
For what expected, or what pi^sent blessing ? 

QUO A|AN. 
That thou the treasure may'st obtain, which Heaven 
Plates before thine eyes. 

ELECTRA. 
Jjo, I invoke 
The Deities ! but what is it you mean, 
O aged Man i 

OU) MAN. 

My Daughter, with attention 
Look on this dearest object. 

ELECTRA. 

Much I fear 
You are not in your senses. 

OLD MAN. 

Can my senses 
Deceive me, when thy Brother I behold ? 
ELECTRA. 
What unexpected words. Old Man, are these 
Which you have utte:r'd ! 

OLD MAN. 

That I see Orestes, 
The son of Agamemnoa. 
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ELECTRA. 

To convince me 
Tis he, what mark do you perceive I 
OLD MAN. 

A scar 
Close to his eys-lidsi whence the blood gush'd (ortb. 
When, ere he left the palace of his Sire^ 
Following with thee the dappled hind, be fell. 
ELECTRA. 
Ha, what is this you say i I see the marks 
Which on his visage from that wound remain. 
OLD MAN. 
Yet, after this, delay'st thou to embrace 
Thy dearest Brother i 

ELECTRA. 

But DO longer now 
Will I delay, Old Mai>, for by the scar 
You have described, my souKs oonvinc'd.-— O thou. 
After a tedious absence, who appear'st, 
In these fond arms, an unexpected guest. 
Thee I infold. 

ORESTES. 
By me too you at length 
Are to this bosom pressed. 

ELECTRA. 

I never formed 
Such an idea. 

ORESTES. 
Nor could I have hop'd. 
ELECTRA. 
Art thou indeed the same i 

ORESTES. 

Your only champion, 
If/* with the net I fling, I can draw forth 
The capture I attempt. 

ELECTRA. 

I trust thou wilt, 
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Else fthall we cease to thiok that any Qods 
Exists if Villainy prevail o'er Justice. 

CHOIIITS. 
At length thou com'st, at lengthy O radiant day. 
Thou to this city dost thy beams display, 

And bring the light of Argos home. 

Who Bed from bis paternal dome 
A miserable exile. O ny friend, 

See a victorious God descend ; 
Lift up thy hands, rtiy thoughts aloud express, 

And to the Heavens thy prayer address. 
That Fortune on thy Brother's steps may wait 

As be enters Argos^ gate. 
ORE8TB8. 
Tis well : these fond embraces I enjoy. 
And them we at a moft ooavenient season 
Shall mutually repeat. But say. Old Man, 
For at th' important crisis art thou come, 
How I my Father's Murderer may requite. 
And my abandoa'd Mother, who partakes 
Forbidden nuptials. Have I any friends 
At Argos left, still faithftil to their Lord ? 
Or, like the antlent fortunes of my house. 
Am I entirely overthrown ? with whom 
Shall I confederate i in the pitchy gloom 
Of night, in day's broad face, or by what path 
Advance against my foes ? 

OLD MAN. 

You, O my Son, 
Are too unhappy to have any friend. 
For we, alas ! can seldom meet with those 
Who equally are ready to partake 
As of our good, so of our adverse, fortunes. 
But be assur'd (for you are now deprived 
Of every friend, nor have one hope remaining) 
All yonr dependence is on that right arm, 

VOL* III* T 
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And on auspicious Fortune, to redeemr 
Your Father's house tmd city. 

ORESTES. 

By what meana 
Can we accomplish this great scheme i 
OLD MAN. 

By slaying: 
Thyestes' Son, and yoiK uBsatural Mother. 
ORESTES. 
In quest of such bright wreath I hither come., 
^ut how shall I attain it i 

OLD MAN. 

Should you wish 
Within these walls admissioni to procure^ 
You could not enter^ 

ORESTE& 
Doth a troop of guards 
Obstruct eachaveaue with poiDted spears i 

OLD MAN. 

You comprehend my meaning: for he dreads* 
Your just revenge, and cannot sleep secure* 
ORESTES. 
Well, be it so : but give me thy advice. 
Old Man. 

OLDMAJK. 
Attend to me; fof at this moment 
A thought occurs. 

ORESTES. 
May'st thou point out some scheme 
That's beneficial, and may 1 perceive 
How wisely thou hast judg'd. 

OLDMAN» 

I saw ^gisthus ' 

As I came hither. 

ORESTES. 

What thou say'st, I credit. 

But where? 
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OLD MANi 
Upon the borders of the field 
tn which yon steeds depasture. • 
ORESTES. 

How employed ? 
For I behold a gleain of hope burst forth 
From these inextricable woes. 

OL3> MAN* 

To me 
He seem'd preparing for the Nymphs a feast* 
UBESTES. 
Thro' gratitude, because his Sons they nurtut'd ? 
Or for increase of Offspring doth he pray i 
OLD MAN. 
I know this only^ he unsheathed his knife 
To slay the oxeiu 

ORESTES^ 
By how large a troop 
Attended^ or his menial train alone ? 

OLD MAN. \l 

No citizens of Argos were at hand^ 
But merely his domestics. 

ORESTES. 
Is there one 
Of them, Old Man^ who if he saw, would know mef 

OLD MAN* 

Servants they are whose faoea till this moment 
(11)1 ne'er beheld. 

(11) Piersoo in his Verisimilia, and Dr. Mtugrave in Us eAdon of tlw 
testy hsTe altered v; fy' me or v( ■)» ux, the reading of Victorins and 
Baraesy intb « a y wx, though such innovation does not appear to hava 
the least anthority whatever from any manuscript, or to be required by 
Hm eonlext; for the next line spoken by Oresttt is by no means <m 
Jfr^ Heath intimates) a qnestian^ but rather a tiite observation^ Hm 
aeanittg of which ifiy that Slaves are wont to take tiie strongest ssda ; 
<< if we prevail they will be oar friends." In the beginning o^ the Old 
Matfs aexi speech, the manMcripts are said to vary ; one to faava 
9»9m, and^ipolhar lk>wr, and the third we iMvt reason to 
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0RE8TES. 
They will befriend oar cause 
If we preraiL 

OLD MAN. 
Now solely will I speak 
Of what to you may prove most advantageous. 
ORESTES. 
But upon what pretence shall I approach him i 
OLD MAN« 

By gotag to sbme place, where, as he slayi 
The victimsi he may spy you. 
ORESTES. 

He, it aeemsj 
Is in diose fields close to the public road. 

OLD MAN. 

Whence to partake the feast will he invite. 
When he observes you. 

ORESTES. 

An unwelcome guest. 
If Heaven permit. 

OLD MAN. 
Observe then how to act 
As the event directs. 

ORE^ES. 

Well hast thou spoken. 
But whereas my Motharf 

OLD MAN. 

She is now at Argoa: 
But thence will come to share the festive banquet. 

ORESTES. 
Why did she not accompany her Lord i 



witir VletMios ud Bmms Ib rwit^y 3^ nUch if extmielf wdl 
I t»lhe dUogae. Dr. Mrngmv* ktti r^^ected ttk thiee^ toMl iolb- 
l hkgu WlMlewipplMHe oo^jectiiret Uk« tbeie mty deicfVi 
iirthiiriiigHniity, itisttlVmialBtor^ dnljr to be paettUvly entlotfi 
kowbtf adikto kit •wm mtoniktm^Mck tarn inmi 
I teit. 
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OLD MAN. 

Fearing the public scorn^ she staid behind 

ORESTES. 
I understand-*: she knows that the whole city 
Suspect her. 

OLD MAN. 

Tis e'en so : just hate attends 
That impious woman. 

ORESTES, 
How shall I slaj her 
And him at the same time i 

ELECTRA. 

My Mother's death 
I will contrive. 

« ORESTES. 1 

Sure Fortune will direct 
These great events aright. 

ELECTRA. 

May she afford 
To both of us her aid. 

OLD MAN. 

No doubt she wiH ; 
But how wilt thou devise to slay thy Mother ? 
ELECTRA. 
To Clytemnestra go. Old Man, and tell her 
That I have borne a Son. 

OLD MAN. 

Long since, or lately i 

ELECTRA. 
Name this as the appointed day on which 
Custom ordains I must be purified. 
OLD MAN. 

But how can my delivery of such message 
Tend to thy Mother's slaughter? 
VUKAltA. 

She will come 
Soon as she \m^ ibat I h ire felt the throef 
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Of pregnancy -r 

OLD MAN. 

Why ihitik^st thou »he rega^rdi 
Thy welfare, O my Daughter? 

^ECTRA* 

Yes, and weep 
To learn I am become a happy Motlier. 
OLD MAN. 
Perhaps she may. But I would put an end 
To this thy long harangue. 

i;lj:ctra. 
•Tis evident 
That if she once come hither she must b1eec|« 
OLD MAN. 
Her very palace doors, at thj* behest| 
ikm I prepar'd to enter. 

ELECTHA. 
A small distance 
Is it from hepce to Pluto's loath'd abode, 
OLD ^AN, 
With pleasure would I die, could I behold 
^be great emprise successful. 

, £|J£CrRA. 

But conduct 
My Brother first. Old Man. 

OLD MAN. 

Where now ^gisthui 
Is offering up a victim to the Qods i 
ELECTRA. 
Then this my message to my Motlier bear- 

OLD MAN, 
That she may think I only fram your mouth 
Bi^epeat the words. 

ELECTRA to OBStTBS* 
The business now is thine ; 
Thee Fate oidains the slaughter to begio. 
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ORBSTES, 
I would go thither had I any guide* 
OU> MAN. 

I undertake that office, nothing loth. 
ORE^TTES. 

O (12) Jove, oor great progenitor, who wreak'st 
Vengeance on those we hate, to us extend 
Thy mercy : for our sufferings have been grievons. 

electraI 
On thy descendants look with pity down* 

ORESTES. 
And, O mnjestic Juno, who presid'st 
Over Mycene's altars, grant that we 
May conquer, if we pray for what is just. 

ELECTRA. 
O grant them to avenge my Father's death. 

ORESTES. 
Thou too, my Father, whom unholy hands 
Sent to the shades of Orcus, and, O Earth, 
Dread Queen, to whom I stretch forth suppliant hands, 

(If) '^ Orestes and Electra, alter invoking Jupiter, their great Pa> 
** temal ancestor, and the giver of Victory, proceed to address Jono as 
** Uie totelary Goddess of tlieir coontry, and presiding over the mar- 
** riage vow which Ctytcmnesti-u had vioktad. Earth also is invoked 
^ Ml account of Agamemnon being buried in it, and its containing the 
** Daanons and Furies who punished the wicked, and lastly Agamem- 
** non, whose injured manes they are preparing to avenge.* Barnes. 

The passage of Pansanias referred to by Banes, (Corintfaioca, c. 24, 
p. 105, ed. Kohnit) mentions |he wonhip of Jopiter iiMgwv at Athens, 
and speaks of him as the same with the Jupiter to whose altar Priam 
fled when Troy was taken, who, as the commentator observes, was also 
called B^Kuos : but I am here mduced to translate Uar^ ^paternal An- 
** cester," both by Eleetni*s reply, and the following pMsage m Ewta- 

1^, n wav^im tfMt tarSm hUktt^iiUa,* V, 1, p. 316, Romae 1A50. Me« 
tempos, as he proceed* to ohoerve, was Ftther of Antiphatei, Grand- 
fttfaer of Oicleus, and Great Orand&ther of Amphnreos the Vkther of 
AmphiU>chiis : the descent of Orestes and Electra from Jupiter, the 
Father of Tantalus, was but one degree more remote. 
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Maintain^ maintaiu his deariist Children's cause. 
Now come with thy confederates^ all the slain 
Whp erst thy banners foHow'd^ when thy spear 
Smote Ilion*s ramparts, and with ihose who hate 
The vile assassin. Thoa hast heard my voice, 
(13) O thoa who from my Mother didst endore 
Most horrid wrongs. 

BLECTRA. 

My Sire knows all, he hears 
The words we utter : but th' important crisis 
Summons yoa hence, and this to thee again 
I say, ^gisthus by that hand must bleed. 
For, if defeated^ thou, a breathless corse. 
Be stretcht upon the ground, consider me 
As one who am in fact already slain. 
And cease to number me among the living ; 
For with a two-edg'd sword, on my own head 
Will I inflict the ghastly wound. The doors 
This moment am I entering, to prepare 
The fatal weapon. If auspicious tidings 
Of thee arrive, with a triumphant shout 
These walls shall ring; but if thou bleed, all this 
Must be reversed. Thus far to thee I speak. 

ORESTES. 
I understand the whole. 

ELECTRA. 

Nought now remains 
But to perform thy part with maaiy firmness. 

lEsrttmt OKB8TB8, PTLADB6, and OLD MAN. 

Ye too, O Women, joining to your shouts 



(13) The atenHwii «f «cmto », and tte aeeeirity tf aither ] 
MtoaparaflthciM, ar tnMMpMmg thetwJMl Hassrf thit yA hgtiag 
bMQ ni^ed by IUmIOub, Mr Tyrwiikt, wd Dw, Mw^Bwre, it«|ip«m<l 
iacambent on M. to svaU myself «f their Moalsiio^ M ^^ 
giveamachgrettercleeraeMof comtrufstkntespswife, which, whea 
UantoceorredtoneHi Bsraes's editmi, af^earad esceednfJbr ia«ri» 
cate and confiiaad. 
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Full maoy a kindled torch, proclaim how ends 
This conflict. While I watch to see what pastes^ 
Uplifting the drawn falchion in my hand ; 
For, if defeated, I will ne'er submit 
To the injurious treatment of our foes* 

[Exit ELBCTBA. 

CHORUS. 

ODE. 
I. 1. 

To us transmitted by maternal care, 

Am«ong traditions vouch'd by Fame, 
From Argive hills this rumour came, 

That Pan, the shepherd's God, some rural air • 
Erst suiting to his dulcet reed, 

A Ram conducted o'er the grassy mead, 

Adorn'd with an exuberant fleece of gold : 
Then from the rock, his lofty ^and. 
The herald utter'd this command, 

*' Let all Mycene's race assembled go 
"An awefol spectre to behold, 

" By which their happy Monarch they shall know.*' 

Then round the gates of (14) Pelops' Sons a band 
Of mighty nobles took their stand, 
1.2. 

On holy altars tipp'd with burnish 'd gold 
Full many a pious votary gaz'd, 
And thro' the peopled streets thick blaz'd 

Rich fraukincense; from every* temple roU'd 
A cloud of fragrance to the skies; 

Heightening the power of vocal melodies; 

The soft flutes warbled their bewitching lore : 
Thyestes* praise did they resound. 
Because among his flocks was found 

(14) The word in the original is Arfniar, which has the appearance of 
•n evident ovenight, either in the Poet hnnself, or his Editois who are 
silent on tfaesohject. 
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The golden Ram : for Atreos' (15) lovely Dame 

Seductogy the portent he bore 
To his own house, then midst the people came^ 
And boasted that bis stalls the Kam did hold, 

Distinguish'd by a fleece of goM. 

II. I. 
Jove chang'd in that accursed hour 

The path of every s^ar. 
And from their wonted stations far 
Drove to the west by bis resistless power 
The flaming Sun, and Morn whose forehead white 
Diffuses a celestial light : 
Thick gather'd in the north clouds fraught with rain. 
While Ammon's shrine on Libya's parching sand 
Stood. open to receive the dews in vain. 
No genial shower from Heaven refresh'd the thirsty land.. 

. ir. 2. 

So Fame relates: but tales like these 
With me small credence find. 

That the world's all-pervading Mind 
CausM th' orient Sun, beneath Hesperian seas 
To quench his orb, avenging human guilt, 

And blood by hands unholy spilt. 
Fresh strength is added to religion's base 
By fables which man's breast with terror fill ; 
But thou, O Mother of this noble race, 
Regardless of the Gods, hast dar'd thy Lord to kill. 

Heard ye a voice, my friends, as if the God 
Of Hell loud thunder'd in the realms beneath ; 
Or was it all the fiction of my brain ? 
Hark ! hark again ! these sounds distinctly rise ! 
Electra! ho! come forth my royal mistress. 

(13) ^op«. Sec tb)e history of the Hqiise of Tantalus, eubjoincd to 
the Tragedy of Orestes, in the first Tolome. 
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ELECTRA, CHORUS. 

£LECTRA« 
Priends, what event hath happened, in what peril 
Are we involved ? 

CHORUS. 
All that I know is this, 
The shrieks of death I hear. 

ELECTRA. 

» I heard them t6o ; 
Tho' distant, surely they are not ideal. 
CHORUS. 
Loud and i^rticulate the sound flies far, 

ELECTHA. 
From any Argive, or a friend of mine, 
Pid that groan come f 

CHORUS. 

I know npt : for their yoicea 
Are intermingled* 

ELECTRA. 

By those words you bid me 
Dispatch myself: and wherefore should I loiter I 
CHORUS. 
O stay till thou hast learn'd the real state 
Of thy affairs. 

El£CT|tA. 
I must not ; we are vanquished. 
Ah, where th' expected Messeqgers? 
CHORUS, 

At length 
Will they arrive ; it is no easy task 
To slay a Kmg. 

MESSENGER, ELECTRA, CHORDS. 

MESSENGER. 
Ye Virgins of Mycene, 
Ordain'd to share the triumph, 1 proclaim 
To all bis friends, Orestes hath prevuii'd i 
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And Agamemnon^s murderer, curst JBgisthus, 
Lies Btretcbt upon the ground a breathless corse: 
Ye therefore to tb' immortal Gods are bound 
To offer up your thanks. 

£LECTRA. 
But who art thou i 
Whence canst thou vouch these tidings are authentic? 
MESSBNGER. 
Know you not then that I whom you behold 
Am your own Brother's servant ? 
ELECTBA. 

O my friend^ 
Thy face I scarce remembered thro' my fears : 
But now I know thee. What was it thou said'st? 
Is the detested murderer of my Sire 
Really dead ? 

MESSENGER. 
Dead. I repeat the tidings. 
Which 'tis your wish to hear. 

CHORUS. 

Ye righteous Gods ; 
And, O dread Justice, whose broad eye surveys 
Each secret crime, thou cam'st, at length thou cam'st. ^ 
ELECTRA. 
But by what stratagems ray Brother slew 
Thyestes' Son, I wish to be inform'd. 
MESSENGER. 
When we this house had left, we reach'd a spot 
Where two dividing roads branch off, and found 
Mycene's haughty Sovereign there, who walk'd 
In gardens watered by translucent springs^ 
And cropp'd the myrtle's tender sprays, to form 
A garland for his brow. Soon as h^ saw qs» 
'^ Hail, O ye Strangers,'* he exclaim'd, " who are ye ? 
*^ Whence came ye i in what country were ye born V*, 
The answer which Orestes made, was this; 
" We are Thessalians, and to Alpbeus' banks 
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'' A journey take, our victims lo present 

'* T Olympic Jove." Which when iEgisthus heard. 

He said, '^ Ye now shall be my guests, and share 

'*. With me the genial feast : for to the Nymphs 

** This ox I sacrifice. At early dawn, 

'' If ye forsake your couch, ye will accomplish 

'* Your expedition: but now let us enter 

'* These doors." While yet he spoke, he seiz'd our bands. 

And led us in ; it was impossible 

To have refused : scarce had we passed the threshold 

When to bis servants these commands he gave; 

" Bring lavers to our guests without delay, 

*' That round the altar, near the lustral vase, 

'* They may be station'd." But Orestes answered; 

** We in the waters of the limpid stream 

" Have recently been purified, O King, 

*' And if the stranger, with the citizen, 

^' In his Oblation be allow'd to join, 

" We come prepared, nor scruple to partake 

'* The holy rites." With this the conference ceas'd. 

Soon as the servants had laid down the spears 

They bore to guard their Lord, they all employed 

In various tasks their active hands; some brought 

The vase to catch the victim's streaming blood ; 

Some held t)ie canisters ; but others kindled 

T]be sacred flame, and round the altar plac'd 

Huge cauldrons ; then re-echoed the whole dome. 

Meanwhile the Husband of your Mother threw 

Upon the ahar salted cates, and utter'd 

These words; '^Q Nymphs, who haunt yon rocks, to you 

" Oft may I sacrifice the bleeding steer, 

" And with my Consort, .Tyndarus' royal Daughter, 

" Continue to Ve prosperous ; but may ruin 

" Overtake our foes:" Orestes and yourself 

By name expri?feingff;. While a different prayer 

My Lord in geiitlest accents ofTet'd up, 

Beseeching the immortal Gods to grant him 
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The mansions oF his Sire ; a biting kni^e 

Now from the canister ^gisthus took, 

Cul off, and cast into the lustral flames. 

The victim's huiis ; the shouiclers of the beast. 

Which in their hands the servants had uplifted, 

Tiien pierc'd, and in these words ad dress'd^ourBrothef*} 

*' 'Mong those renown'd exploits which are the boatt 

** Of the Thcssah'ans, to dissect the ball 

" Is number'd, or to rein the fiery steed ; 

*' This bhide, O Stranger, take, and shew that fame- 

*' Hath done Thessaiia justice." But Orestes 

Seiz'd with firm hand the Doric flaying knife. 

And from his shoulders stripping off the robe 

Adorn'd iviih golden clasps, when he had chosen. 

For his assistimt, Pyiades, dismissed 

The servanis, and, the victim's foot uplifting. 

Laid bare the fiesh, which from the hide he sever'd. 

His vigorous arm extendirig, ere the steed , 

Could from the distance of twelve hundred paces 

Twice reach the goal ; the belly next he open'd ; 

^gisthub took the entrails in his hands, 

And view'd them eagerly; no lobe was there : 

But every fibre leading to the gall 

On his research foretold itr.pending mischief: 

llJs brow was then contracted : but my Lord 

Ask'd ; ** Why is your soul sad ?'' " I fear, O Stranger> 

" Some trencliery from a foreign land ;" he answer'd ; 

'* For Agamemnon's Son is to my bouse 

" The most malignant foe." Orestes cried, , 

" Are you, the mighty Sovereign of \\k\s laa()> 

** Alarm'd at the devices of an exile f 

*' Who will exchange for a Th^ssalian $x% 

''This Doric knife, that we the genial feast 

'^ Securely may attend, when we have made 

** A fartlicr search ? the beast will I cleeve open/' 

Seizing 'he axe, he gave the deadly wound: 

/Egisihus bud drawn forth, and was surveyings 
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Th' intestines : but as he stoop'd down his head^ 

Standing a tiptoe^ on the spinal joint 

Your Brother smote and clove his back asunder; 

In strong convulsions his whole body writh'd ; 

And 'midst the agonies of death he howl'd. 

Soon as the servants saw their master slain^ 

They rush'd to arms^ and wagM unequal wur, 

A multitude against two combatants. 

But with their brandished falchions^ undismayed 

Pylades and Orestes all their rage 

Withstood. " I come, but with no hostile purpose, 

" Or ro this city or my subjects ;" cried 

Orestes ; '' on the murderer of my Sire, 

*^ Have I his miserable Son inflicted 

*' Just vengeance. Therefore, O ye antient servants 

*' Of Agamemnon, slay me not.'* When this 

They heard, they their protended spears withheld. 

And by a hoary veteran in the house 

Your Brother was acknowledged : on his head 

Fresh garlands, now exulting, do they biud^ 

And utter shouts of triumph. Here he comes. 

Bringing the head to shew you, not the Gorgon's, 

But sever'd from ^gisthus, whom you hate: 

Seiz'd by the chilling hand of death> he paya 

With blood the bitter usury of blood. 

CHORUS. 

I. 

My friend, now join the choral dance. 
Vault like the hind with joyful bound, 
, Till thou scarce seem to touch the grounc^ 
Thy Brother's conquest to enhance, 
Who hath a brighter wreath obtain'd 
Than e'er Olympic champion gain'd : 
In notes like these thy joy prolong, 
And bear a p$irt in our triumphal song. 
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ELECTRA* 
Ye beams of Lights thou chariot of the Sun> 
Thou Earth, and je unwelcome shades of Darkness 
Erewhile my only prospect ; now my eyes 
With freedom can I open, since jSgislhus 
The murderer of my Father is no more. 
Whatever wreaths^ I, O my«friends, possess 
And these abodes contain, will I bring forth 
To place on my victorious Brother's head. 

CHORUS. 
J I. 

Select each flower of brightest hues, 
His brow the garland shall acray : 
But be it ours to lead the way, 
A choir beiov'd by every Muse* 
Our antient Monarchs o'er this land. 
Shall re&<»ume iheir just conunand. 
Yon lustful Tyrant bites the ground^ 
Hence shall our festive strains more loudly sound* 

ORESTES, PYLADES, ELECTRA, CHORUS. 

ELECTRA. 
Orestes, mighty victor, O thou Son 
Of an illustrious Father, who prevailed 
At Ilion's siege, accept this diadem 
To grace the flowing ringlets of thy hair. 
For to thy native land again thou com'st, 
Not after whirling to a distant goal 
With useless speed thy car, but having slain 
The foe £gisthus, by whose murderous hand 
Our Father died : and you, O Pylades, 
In arms his comrade, by a virtuous Sire 
Train'd to heroic actions, at my hand 
Receive a wreath ; you also in this conflict 
An equal share of danger have sustained. 
And therefore may ye both be ever happy. 
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OR£ST£S« 

Firsts O Electra, look upon the Gods 
As authors of our bliss^ then praise me too 
Who am the minister of them and Fortune. 
For I come hither, having slain j£gisthus^ 
By deeds, and not in empty words alone. 
To give clear proof of this, to you I bring 
His corse, which, if you list, you may expose 
To beasts, or birds the children of the sky, 
(l6) Suspended on a pole : for he is now 
Your slave, who erst was styl'd a mighty King. 
ELECTBA. 
I blush ; yet long to utter— 

ORESTES. ^ 

What? speak out: 
No longer have you any cause to fear* 
ELECTRA. 
I dare not scoff the dead ; by envious tongues 
Lest I should be assaulted. 

0RE8TE& 

There is no man 
Who hath a right to blame you for such conduct. 
ELECTRA. 
Our city is morose, and prone to slander. 



* (16) Iris, in H«iiier, ioBtigiMtes Aohiles to roBcve the ramiDsof Bft- 
troclm from the Trojaaa, lest Hector should trest them with the swoi* 
uidigmty as Orestes here proposes inflicting on the shun Agisthns ; 

Ehufxtm ^fjuanr Kffo^w it « dk/pop emeym 
HBHAI ma XXOMiOIIBESE, fMf40l^ tun^ mm ^«fv. 

B.L.1B,T*175. 
** Nor idth bis death the rage of Hector ends : 
** A prey to dogs he dooms the corse to lie, 
** And maiks the place to fix his head on high." Pora. 

and Achilles, it is well known, avenged himself on the body of Hector, 
by draggfaig it boond to hb chariot, as apnbKc spectacle, from the wails 
«f Ttey to 4he OfeciaB Aaet 

roh. liu w 
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«90 ELECTRA. 

Say all you wish, O Sister, for the hale 
We bore him was inexpiable. 

ELECTRA. 

Enough. 
Which of my woes shall I name first, with which 
Conclude, to which allot the middle spacef 
I never ceas'd each morning to recite 
In gentle whispers, what I had determined 
iTo utter to thy face, if from my fears 
I ever should be freed : now freed I am. 
And therefore will requite thy cruelty 
With those opprobrious words I would have us*d 
Hadst thou been living still. To thee I owe 
My ruin ; both Orestes and myself 
Thou of our dearest Father didst bereave. 
From Agamemnon tho' thou hadst experienced 
No wrong : my Mother basely didst thou wed. 
When thou hadst basely slain her former Lord 
The Grecian chief: thou ne'er didst sail for Troy, 
But didst become so foolish as to hope 
That Clytemnestra would not prove thy curse. 
When thou didst form such union, and defile 
My Father's bed. Let him who hath corrupted 
By stealth the Consort of another, know 
That when he afterwards is forc'd to wed her, 
He must be wretched, if he vainly deem 
The woman, who her chastity preserved not 
With her first Lord, can e'er to him prove constant. 
Tho' senseless of thy misery, thou didst lead 
A life most miserable : for thou wert conscious 
That in unlawful nuptials thou wert yok'd ; 
My Mother also knew, in wedding thee, 
That she a villain wedded : having both 
Been guilty, she thy fortune shares, and thou 
Hast shar'd her punishment. Thou heard'st this language 
From every Argivetonguej *' that Woman's Husband :* 
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Nor caird they her, " thy Wife/' Yet 'tis degrading 

Whene'er the Female, not the Man, bears rule 

O'er any house. Those children, I abhor, 

Who by their Mother's, not their Father's, name 

Are publicly distingaish'd in the city. 

If any one, in wedlock, with a dame 

Of high distinction and superior rank. 

Be join'd, the Husband is of no account^ 

All speak of the Wife only. But here lay 

Thy error ; thou didst deem thyself a mlUi [ 

Able to rule, because thou wert possess'd 

Of wealth, which in itself is nought, and stays 

For a short season only with its owner t 

But Nature, and not Gold, is ever firm; 

Nature abides with man, and can remove 

Evils the most severe, while lawless Gold, 

That inmate of the wicked, takes his flight 

From mansions where he flourish'd but a moment. 

As for thy sins with women, I of them 

Forbear to speak, since from a virgin's lips 

Twould be unseemly, yet with cautious hints 

Can I point out so as to make them known. 

Thine was the haughty mien of him who dwells 

In regal mansions, and whose form is cast 

In beauty's choicest mold. May he I wed 

By no smooth female visage be distinguish'd. 

But by the air and courage of a map* 

For they who from such hardy Fathers spring 

By Mars are patronis'd : but beauteous Sons 

Serve only to adorn the public dance. 

Perish, thoQ fool : detected in thy crimes 

At length thou justly suffei'st. Let no villain, 

Tho' the first stage of his career he run 

With prosperous Fortune, think he hath outstripp'd 

Avenging Justice, till be reach the goal. 

And end his life. 

V 2 
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9Qt £LECTRA« 

CHORUS. 
The crimes which he committed 
Were dreadful, dreadful too k the atonement 
Whidi be hath made to thee and to th; Brother: 
For Justice is with wondrous strength endued.^ 
ORESTES. 
Tis well. Ye, O my servants, must bear in 
The corses and hide it, lest my Mother view, 
Upon her first arrival, ere she bleed. 
Her slaughtei^d paramour. 

ELECTRA. 

Restrain thy tongue : 
On other topics let us now discourse. 
ORESTES. 
Ha ! do I. see auxiHar Argive troops 
Approach i 

ELECTRA* 

Thou seest no Argive troops, but her 
From whom I sprung. 

ORESTES. 

Full seasonably she rushes 
Amid the thickest toils. 

ELECTRA. 
Her burnish'd car. 
And tissued robes shine bright. 
^ ^ ORESTES. 
" ' *'" What now renwun* 

For us to do, shall we with ruthless steel 
Pierce the maternal breast ? 

ELECTRA. 

Hath pity seia'd thee 
Soon as thy Mother*s visage thou beheld' st ? 
ORESTES. 
All, how can I slay her wjho nurtur'd me. 
And gave me birth ? 

ELECTRA. 

As she hath slain our Sire. 
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ORESTES. 
Great folly in thy oracles, O Phoebus, 
Pidst thou betray — 

ELECTRA. 
Where shall we look for wisdom, 
If Phoebus err ? 

ORESTES. 
When me thou didst enjoin 
To slay my Mother with an impious hand. 
ELECTRA. 
By such just vengeance for thy murder'd Sire, 
What harm canst thou incur i 
ORESTES. 

I now am pure, 
Bat then shall be polluted with the blood 
Of her who bore me. 

ELECTRA. 
If thy Father's death 
Thou bring to strict account, canst thou be impious? 

ORESTES. 
But if I take my Mother's life away, 
I shall be punish'd. 

ELECTRA* 

To whom then, the vengeance 
Due to thy murder'd Sire, wilt thou abandoD^ 
ORESTES. 
Pid not some Fiend this oracle pronounce 
Beneath the semblance of the Delphic God 
ELECTRA. 
His seat usurping on the holy tripod? 
I think not thus. 

ORESTES. i 

Nor can I e'er believe 
That such response was genuine* 
ELECTRA. 

No I —^beware 
Leat thou that noUe spirit lose, and sink 
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fg4 ELECTRA. 

Into mere cowardice. 

ORESTES. :'. . 

Shall I for her 
Contrive the self-same artifice? 

ELECTRA. 

By which 
Thou hast already taken off her Lord^ 
Already slain ^gisthus. 

ORESTES. 

I go in. 
Tho' I am entering on a deed that's fraught 
With horror, I will execute the deed ; 
Thus let it be, if thus the righteous Gods 
Ordain : altho' this conflict to my soul 
At the same time be bitter, and yet sweet. 

[Ex^imf ORESTES and pyladcs. 
CHORUS. 

Queen of Argos' fertile ground. 
Daughter of Tyndarus the renown'd. 
And sister to the Sons of Jove, 

Twin champions, who unconqnerM rov^ 
Amid the radiant fields of air. 
Round whom the blazing planets glare, 
Rever'd on earth, and wont to save 
Their votaries from ^he stormy wave ; 
All hail ! the homage which to thee 

1 pay, is hitherto the same 

With what the blest Immortals claim ; 
The wealth thou dost possess is great. 
And unallay'd thy prosperous state. 
But, O Queen, 'tis time to see 
What fortunes still thy hfe await. 

CLYTEMNESTRA, ELECTRA, ^HORUS. 

CLYTEMNE8TRA. 
Alight, ye Trojan Damsels, from" the car, 
And take my hand, while hence I step. The temples 
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Of the immortal Gods with Phrygian spoils 
Are grac'd : but I these captives from the realm 
Of Ilion in the stead of my lost (17) Daughter^ 
A small yet acceptable gift possess. 

ELECTRA. 

Shall not I then (for like a slave cast forth 
From my paternal mansions here I dwel) 
In these calamitous abodes) receive 
Thy happy, hfind| O Mother? 

CLYTEMNESTRA, 

These my servants 
Are ready : your superfluous toils on me 
B^tow not« 

ELECTRAu ^ 

Wherefore didst tjiou send me far 
From my lov'd home^ a captive? for like thesCj^ 
1^ when th' oppressor with an hostile band 
Seiz'd on our houscj was taken^ and became 
An orphan by the murder of my Father* 
CLYTEMNESTRA. 
Such were the horrid projects which your Sire 
Devis'd against those friends whom least he ought 
To have thus treated. In my own defence 
Am I resolv'd to speak^ tho' when a woman 
Takes up a wrong opinion^ in her language 
There is a certain bitterness devoid 
Of truth, as iostanoes before us prove. 
But when you are acquainted with the fact,) 
If you discover som^ sufficient ground 
For hating me, yoiir hate is just : if notji 
Why harbour this aversion ? On your Father 
By Tyndarus I in marriage w^ts bestow'd 
For no such purpose either that myself 
Or those I bore shoqjd die : but on pretence 
That be would wed my Daughter to Achilles^ 

(17) iphigenm. 
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He to the port of Aolis^ from our home 

Convey'd her, where be pierc'd the snowy neck 

Of Iphigenia on the (18) altar plac'd. 

If to avert destruction from this city. 

Or that his house might prosper, or to save 

His other children, for die sake of many 

He had slain one, he might have claim'd forgiveness ; 

But Helen made him frantic, and, because 

The Husband of that traitress knew not how 

To rule his Consort, hath he slain my Daughter. 

Yet tho* the wrongs I had endur'd were greats 

I had not been so cruel as to take 

My Husband's life away; 'but he returned. 

And with him brought a (I9> Damsel, in whose breast 

Prophetic frenzy rag*d, whom to his bed 

He took, and we two Wives together dwelt 

Beneath one roof. The weakness of our sex 

I freely own, but in a woman's breast 

Nature implants such Weakness : when her Lord 

Offends against the nuptial vow and loathes 

His Consort, if she dare to imitate 

Th' example her perfidiotis Husband gives. 

And take a paramour, reproach assails 

Our blasted name, while Man, from whom these crimea 

Derive their origin, escapes uncensur'd. 

Had Menelaus secretly been torn 

From Sparta's coast, must I have stain Orestes, 

The Husband of my Sister to redeem ? 

How would your Father have endur*d this wrong f 

And was it just that be^ for having slain 



(18) Scaliger, Barnes, CurmeUi, Mr. Tyrwbitt, aiid Dr. Mnsgrsff, 
all concur in objecting to the word rmAof, in the stead of which they 
have snccessively suggested the foUowing readhigs ; tnia^y XMro;, v^jugy 
or trihj(, and «ue^; the hot of which I pr^l^, m deviating least iroii the 
text, and appearing most confonnable to the huignage elsewhere iise^ 
by Eoripides. 

(19) Cainiidra. 
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My Daughter, sbctild not perish ? was it jast 
I to such insults should submit i I smote 
Th' aggressor, trod in the most obvious path, 
And courted the assistance of his foes : 
For which of all your Father's friends with me * 
Would have conspired in causing him to bleed? 
Speak whatsoe'er you list, and your objections 
With freedom urge, to prove your Sire was slain 
Unjustly. 

£L£CrRA. 
Thou hast spoken of his death 
As just, yet such a deed, tho* just, is base. 
For a wise Matron should in every point 
Yield to her Lord : but if thou think not thus, ^ 

If to my arguments^thon still ait deaf, 
Remember, O my Mother, thy last words. 
By which thou didst allow that I to thee 
Without constraint may speak. 

CLYTEMNESTRA, 

I that permission 
Retract not, but again confirm, O Daughter. 
ELEGTRA. 
Wilt thou not wreak thy vengeance on my head 
When thou hast heard me i 

CLYTEMNipSTRA. 

No : but with complacence 
Attend to your opinion. 

ELECTRA. 

I will then 
Speak what I think, and open with this prelude; 
O Mother, would to Heaven thou hadst possess'd 
A, soul more virtuous : for tho' beauty give 
Renown to thee and to thy Sister Helen, 
Ye both have by your wantonness disgrac'd 
Your Brother Castor : she, tho' borne away. 
Fell thro' her own consent : but ihou didst murder 
The bravest chief of Greece, on a pretence 
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That to avenge thy Daughter, thou didst slay 

Thy Husband. For the world is not apprised 

As I am of the truth. Ere 'twas decreed 

That Iphigenia should foe offered up, 

No sooner had thy Husband left his home^ 

Than at the golden mirror thou didst curl 

Thy auburn ringlets. Write that Dame unchaste^t 

Who in the absence of her Lord adorns 

Her person; for she ought not to display 

A beauteous face abroad, unless she seek 

Some paramour. Aqiong the Grecian matrpns, 

I know of none but thee, who were with joy 

Transported, if the Trojans prov'd victorious 

Or, if they met with adverse fate, whose eyes 

A cloud o'erspread ; for thou from Troy didst wish 

That Agamemnon never might return. 

Great motives too hadst thou to make thee chaste ; 

A Husband not inferior to jSlgisthua 

Was thine, whom Greece had chosen for the leader 

Of her confederate host ; and from the deeds 

Of infamy thy Sister Helen wrought, 

Might'st thou immortal glory have obtained* 

For crimes become a lesson to the virtuous. 

An useful spectacle. If, as thou say'st. 

My Father slow thy Daughter; in what instance 

Have I and my unhappy Brother wrong'd thee ? 

Why didst not thou, when thou hadst slain thy Lord» 

To us surrender our paternal mansions. 

Instead of meanly bartering them to purchase 

Another Husband? yet in thy Son's stead 

.£gisthus is not exil'd, neither dies he 

In just revenge for me whom he hath slain, 

Tho* yet I live, yea slain more cruelly 

Than that poor victim my lamented Sister. - 

If slaughter then by slaughter be repaid. 

Myself must with thy Son Orestes join 

To tak^ thy life away^ and to requite 
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The manes of our Father : for if thou 
Didst act with jastice, this were justice too. 
But he who with a view to wealth or rank 
Weds an abandoned woman^ is devoid 
Of understanding : for a virtuous Consort^ 
Tbo' mean herbirtb^ transcends the guilty great. 
CHORUS. 

In wedlock Fortune sways : the nuptials form'd 
By some I see are prosperous^ others wretched. . 
CLYTEMNESTRA. 

You^- O my Daughter^ were by nature fram'd 
For your departied Father to retain 
A strong affection. It is ever thus; 
To the male Parent some are most attached 
And some prefer the Mother. I forgive you : 
For when I thinks O Daugnter^ on the deed 
I have committed, I no pleasnre feel. 
But thus unwash'd^ and clad in squallid weeds. 
Are you just risen from childbirth's painful couch 7 
My deep-laid schemes, alas ! have made me wretched : 
For to immoderate anger I provok'd 
. My present Lord, and caus'd him to imbrue 
His bands in blood. 

ELECTRA. 

Too late dost thou bewail 
Those ills thou canst not remedy. My Sire 
Is dead. But why neglect'st thou to recall 
Thy Son, who wanders from his native land 1 
CLYTEMNESTRA. 
Because 1 fear his wrath, and to my own 
^n preference to his interests must attend : 
jFo^ he resents, they say, his Father's murder. 
ELECTRA. 
But wh'erefore is thy Lord so fierce against us i 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 
^is temper's such : you also ar^ too proud. 



Digitized by 



Google 



500 ELECTRA. 

ELECTRA* 

Altlio' I grieve, yet will I learn tp check 
My indigaation. 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

He too shall no more 
Treat you with harshness. 

ELECTRA. 

Of himself he thinks 
Too highly^ from residing in our palace. 
CLYTEMNESTRA. 
Do yon perceive how you afresh stir up 
The embers of contention f 

ELECTRA. 

I am silent ; 
For I dread him, as far as there is cause 
To dread £gisthus» 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

Peace, no more of this* 
But why do yon invite me, O my Daughter i 
ELECTRA. 

Thou sure hast heard that I the throes of childbirth 
Have newly suffered, and wilt offer up 
Due sacrifice (for the establish'd rites 
I know not) on the tenth revolving day 
Of the same moon in which the boy was born^ 
As custom hath ordain'd. I am perplex'd 
How to conduct myself, for ne'er till now 
The pregnant matron's anguish did I feel. 
CLYTEMNESTRA. 

This office is another's, it is ber's 
Who freed you from the burden of yoar womb* 
ELECTRA. 

Alone the pangs of childbirth I endur'd, 
Alone brought forth the infant. 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

Stands this house 
Thus distant from all friends? 
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ELECTRA. 

• 'Tis no man^s wish 

To make the poor bi» frieods, 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

But I will go. 
And offer up a victim to the Gods, 
Because the stated number of the days 
Is now complete since you brought forth a son; 
Wheff I for you this service have performed. 
Next to the fields, where with libations due 
My Lord adores the Nymphs. My Servants hence 
Convey these harness'd steeds that draw my car« 
And place them in the stalls;, soon as ye think 
I have perform'd the sacrifice, return : 
For I my Husband. also must attend. 

{Exit CtYTEMNESTRA. 
ELECTRA. 

Enter these humble dwellings of the poor; 
But, O be cautious, lest perchance our walls 
With smoke discolour'd soil thy tissued robe : 
For on the righteous Gods shall thou bestow 
Fit expiations: now the can's ter 
Is ready, and the biting knife which slew 
The bull, near whom shalt thou thyself lie smitten. 
For he whose impious couch ihou didst partake 
In the broad day, in Pluto's house shall wed thee. . 
Thus by this hand requited for thy crimes. 
Wilt thou appease the manes of my Sire. 

[Exii ELECTRA, 

CHORUS. 

ODE. 
I. 

Vengeance spreads her banners wide. 
Another storm is on the wing; 
Erst mighty victim, did my King 
Distain the laver with a crimson tide : 
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Each roof^ each turrei with his crie^ 
Ke^ouDded ; *' Woman, stay thy hand, 
*' Why dost thou murder me? my native land 
" After ten years I view, but view with closing eyes, 

II. 

Justice, now again rever'd, 
Conducts th' Aduhress to her fate/ 
Who when her Lord, from fell debate 

Victorious, reach 'd those walls the Cyclops rea(r*dy 
Smote him with a remorseless hand. 
Herself the sharpened pole-axe bore. 

Herself v(ras sprinkled with her Husband's gore. 
Whose evil Genias wove th' unhallow'd nuptial baodrf 

III. 

Resembling a fell (£0) lioness, who rove^ 

O'er hills abd thro' the thickest groves, 
S^e dar'd to perpetrate this impious deed — 

CLYTEMNESTRA (wUhm). 
My Children, I implore you by the Gods, 
Slay not your Mother. 

SEMICHORUS. 

Heard ye the loud shriek 
Beneath that roof? 

CLYTEMNESTRA (within.) 
Ah me ! 
CHORUS. 

Her too I wail 
Whom her own Children smote. In its due season 
The Gods deal justice forth with rigid hand. 
Thy sufferings are severe: but thou hast wrought, 
O miserable woman, 'gainst thy Lord 
Crimes most atrocious. But behold imbrued 
In their slain Mother's recent gore, they come \ 

(so) In LycophroD, where Agame^mon'i death » minutely described 
without any names being mentioned, Clytemncstni ii emphaticaUy 
caUed " the lioness/' 
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Forth from the house : too clearly this interprets 
Those sad expostulations which to them 
She in the agonies of death addressed. 
There neither is, nor ever was, a race 
More wretched than the seed of Tantalus. 

ORESTES, PYLADES, ELECTRA, CHORUS. 

(The Bodies of Mgistuvs and Cj.yt em if estr a are 
brought upon the Stage). ^ 

ORESTES. 
O Earth and Jove, who at one glance survey'st 
All human actions, view these works of blood 
And horror, these two corses on the ground 
Laid prostrate, smitten by my vengeful arm. 
For a requital of my woes. 

ELECTRA. J 

Such scenes 
•As this, O Brother, claim a flood of tears ; 
But I have been the cause : for, of all danger 
Regardless^ her did I assail who bore me. 
Hard was thy fate, my Mother, in producing 
A brood so impious; what thou hast endur'd 
From thy own Children hath, alas! been wretched. 
And more than wretched : for my Father's death 
Yet art ihou justly punish'd. 

ORESTES. 

Thou, O Phoebus, 
E'en thou, didst by thy oracles enjoin 
This vengeance; our unutterable woes 
Hast thou made public. From the Grecian land 
Yet thou the baleful nuptials hast expell'd. 
Which were with gore cemented. To what city 
Shall I repair, what hospitable friend. 
Or who that's pious, will endure the sight 
Of me my Mother'a murderer? 

ELECTRA. 

What resource . 
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Is left for me^ ah, whither shall I go, 
Where celebrate my nuptials i to his bed 
What bridegroom will receive me? 
ORESTES. 

Yet agais 
Is your opinion alter'd with the wind : 
For now a sober judgement do you form, 
Tho' erst you greatly err'd. You, O my Sister^ 
Did perpetrate atiorrid deed, by urging 
Your Brother, tho' reluctant. Saw you not 
My wretched Mother draw her tissued robe 
Aside, and in the agonies of death 
Display her bosom f on the ground, alas, 
Drench'd with her gore, lies the maternal corse^^ 
Her by the hair I seiz'd. 

ELECTRA. 

Remorse, I know,. 
Enter'd thy soul, soon as the piteous shrieks 
Thou heard'st of her who bore thee. 

ORESTES. 

She these words 
Did also utter, with uplifted hands. 
Touching ray beard ; '' I sue to thee, O Son :" 
And clung around me with a strict embrace. 
Till 1 let fall the sword. 

CHORUS. 

How, wretched woman> 
Could'at thou endure to see ihy Mother breathe 
Her last f 

ORESTES. 
A mantle o'er my eyes I threw. 
And the unholy sacrifice began 
With my drawn falchion^ on my Mother's neck 
The stroke inflicting. 

ELECTRA. 

But I urg*d thee on. 
And bore a sword with th^e. 
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OBBsnte. 

You bate oommitted 
An act most horriUe. Yowr Mother's corte 
Take ap, aod o^er it: oati .the detent Test; 
With filletsttlDse her *w«Miid8<*-* from. thy own womb 
Thy murdcirfifsapriiDg. ' * 

'• ' ♦ ■ -ELBCTMA^ 

. Sec^ O my fviendb, and yfe 
Who to Electraare oo <91i) fcietids/ i cast 
A garment o'er bee HFekeving. earse, to end 
The sorrowa of iOiir: hooter . 

AiMMretliat roof 
Appear some Sembfii^ or odestial Gods : , 
For inaccebibfo to kaman steps 
Is that aei^ial road* But wherefbrd come they^ 
Where by man^s eyes they olearly. are diacemTd ? 

CASTOR ANi^ POLLUX, PYLADES, BLBOTftil, 
^ CHORUS. 

. CASTOB. 
Thou Soja 9f Agaii^eqijion> hear our voice. 
For we twin fi^rothers to the Dame who bore thee, 
Castor and Pollux^ call, the ^oqs of Jove. 
No sooner had our care appeas'd the storms 
Of Ocean, dreadful tl^ the fouodering bark. 
Than we to Argos came, where we the slaughter 
Of this our Sister and thy Mother saw ; 
With justice hath she suffered ; but the wound 
From thee was impious. Surely Phcebus, Pbcebus, 
(But I^ because he is my King, am silent) 
Tbo' fraught with wisdom, hath to thee discIos*d 
No sapient oracle. We, thro' constraint. 

(91) He TVqjao OiptiYes, Clyt^imitttta's attendaoti^ towbom ihs 
aMfSMlNisetf at ber fint entrance, in tiie 998th line ef this Tingedy> 
« it rtudi in Bnncafi edition. 

vot. III. X 
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Approve of all that he ordDins : but thou 

Must act hereafterns tbeF«te6 and Jove 

Dispose of thee. Oft Pylarfes bestow . ../ 

Electra^ let him take his Consort home.: ,. . ^ 1 

Leave thou thy Argos ;'*for tk/on may's! not enter.!' 'V 

Its gates, because thy Mother thou bmt shHri. v 1 

Rut those dire Goddesseawitlr dog-eyM glare, 

The Furies, wtii coustrafu tbee far to roam 

A frantic exile : Ikut when thou airiest ' ,\ *f 

At Athens, round the venerable image .- f- 

Of Pallas twine thy suppliant arms:. for them . •- .> . 

She by the terrors of her Jiiasing snakes 

Will drive away, nor suffer' them to touch thee. 

Extending her broad .£gis o'er thy.Jiead» . ; 

But, nam'd from Mars there is a oertainhili i^ « . < 

Where the immortal Powers in jildgetaokeot sat i 

On murder, when the cruel God of war i '/ 

Slew lustful Halirrothius, fir'd with rage 

AgainsC that impious miscreant, Neptune's Soo, . ' 

Who bad by force deEl'd his (a») Daughter*s bed ; 

There each decision since that time pronounced 

Is sacred, and awarded by the Gods ; 

Thither must tliou repair, and tak6 thy trial 

After this bloody deed : in number equal,' ' 

The votes shall save tbee from the doon^ of death ; 

For Phoebus, whose oracular response 

Urg'd tbee to slay thy Mother, to himself 

Shall take the blame ; ancj an established law 

To future ages shall be handed down, 

That the accus'd, when thus the suffrages 

Are equally divided, shall prevail. ■ i i 

Hell's ruthless Goddesses on this decision, , 

With anguish smitten, underneath the hill 

Shall enter a deep cavern, and deal fortli * 

^n oracle held sacred by mankind. .,. , 

•I r * •»« «" #- ••' . 
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Bat on the banks of Alpbeas must thoa dwell, 

Kear the Lycffiaa' tem|>le^ in a city 

Of the Arcadians, whiqh from thee its name 

Hereafter ahaU 4eriTe. To thee these words 

Have I address'd. Let Argos' citizens 

Over this corse; of slain ^^s^hus, heap . > ' ' 

A tomb. But Menelaus, who at Nauplia 

Is just arriv'd from vanqui^bM ^lion's coast. 

Shall with funereal pomp iuter thy Mother, 

Aided by Helen ^ for froip Proteus' house . . - : ; » 

She comes, from iEgypt, npr e'er went to Tray | '., •/ 

But Jove an image of that lovely dame 

Thither convey'd, appng mankind to cause 

Dire strife and slaughter— therefore that pure (23)ViifgiBK 

Receiving for his Brid^, let Py lades ,, i 

Her to his palace in Achaia bear, ; 

And taking with him to the Phocian realm / 

The man they call the Husband of thy Sister, 

Reward his merits with abundant gipld- , . :j 

But with adventurous footsteps mus( thou enter 

That neck of land the Isthmus, and proceed 

To a blest dwelling in Cecropia's land. 

For when, s^ich punishment as fate ordains 

Thou hast endur'd, to expiate this foul murder^ 

(24) Shalt thou be happy, freed from all thy toiIs# 

(S3) Electm; vrhose remaining a virgin after being constrained to 
many tbe Peaaaat, togetiier with her atratageiil t^ bthig Qytemnestra 
fktmArff^ by pralettdlag that ib^ had been deli?eAd «r a S«d, Ibim 
so considerable a part of the plot .of this Xrage^. Why Dr. A^joa- 
grave, hi his notes and Latin version, alters jufiv, virginem, mto x.^?**» 
gaadens, I am unable to comprehend: cur matare volnmus si nihil 
cogat ? is a very seaaonable admonition df Garmelli, introduced in one 
of Ins remariu on an aB|>resBioiiia.tliM very aoaike. . . 

(24) ^ Thus, conformably to his^ric truth, is Ore&fiat Jaid, aftor 
^ being expiated from the murder of his Mother, to have flourished m 
<' along and happy reign, 'Ibe shortest space assigned fo which is 
^* twenty-eight years, aooie say iifty, and others seventy^ for he is be- 
"^.lieredto.hayt.fff^Mikd.tlie BiMtBelh year of his ai»: in. vegvd td 
" his stature, which waa leiVD cubits, and tfs bouea bemg^ diMOirered 
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CHORU& 
May we converse with you, O Son of Jovfe i ^ 

CASTOR. * ' 

Ye may, since unpolbted with these mmtdeti: 

OREHTES. 

And is it, O ye progeny of Tynddms, 
Allowable for me to speak ? ' 

CASTOR. 
To thee 
I also grant permission : for to Phoebus 
Will I impute the bloody deed. 

CHORUS. 

Yet why, 
Gods as ye are, and Brothers to the slain, 
Did ye not drive the ruthless Fates away 
Far from these mansions i 

CASTOR. 

Hither were they brought 
By the behests of dread Necessity, 
And those unwise responses which the tongue 
Of Phcebus utter'd. . ' 

ELECTRA. 

But what t)elphic God, 
What oracle, pronouncM that I should slay 
My Motliev?' ■ • • 

CASTOR. 
Cofunioa were your deeds, your fates ' 
Are cqm moil too : for both, one evil Genius, 
To you transmitted -from your ancestors. 
Hath ruined. 

ORBSTfifl. 

O, my Sister, wlioni tigaiA 
After a tedious absence I behold, 
Irom your jendearmenta in a movient torn, . „ , 



««lT^8ii, a c9ly IB Arcftdk^ rttmk Hfirodotn, L.l> ^«*-to, iteJ 
<' Natalia Comet Mytliol. L. 9, c. 9/ fiAimcs. 
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You must I leave, and be by ydu forsaken. 
CASTOR. 
Ahusbandandafaom^e A)*e&er9; she suffers 
No misery, save that she is forc'd to quit* 
The Argivo city, 

' ELfiCFRA. 
And what groans more deep ' 
Than those which exile ftom oor native land 
Calls forth I but 1 must leave my Father's hoase. 
At the tribunal of a foreign realib. 
For having slain my Motber, to endure 
A trial. 

CAS'TOR. 
O take courage. Thou tbak reaeh 
Minerva's holy city, tharefoi^ leam 
To bear these sorrows. 

ELfcCTftA. 

Clasp me to thy bressrt, 
My dearest Biother ; for the dreatdftfl curses' 
Pronounced by o«p slain Mother, drive nt ftr 
From our paternal maosion. 

ORESTES. 

Come, embrace me. 
And w^ep' as* if 'twere o'er my grave. 
CASTOR. 

iilasf 
The words then speak'si?, wi«b somowi mintia&kct 
The very Gods wh6 bear : fbr, in tfifis bos6m, 
And those of all tb« blest deleslial Powers, 
Dwells tender pity^fcff tbe woes of nmn. 
ORMTES. 
I ne'er shall see you mbre^ 

BLECiltA* 

Nor to those eyes^ 
Shall I again appear. 

' • ORfSTBk. 

For the M*t' time 
With you I now converse. ' 
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]^<ECI1SA• ... • t 
Faf^well^ O city ; 
I also bid a long farevfeU U> ypif 
Its lov'd inha1)itapt?. 

ORESTES. 

Most faithful Sister^ 
Are you already goiog ? 

Idepaity 
While tears bedew ipy ch|?ek8. 
« ORBSTES. 

Exulting, leayfs 
These realms, O Pyladea, aod with thee take 
Electra jtij aifiaJOic'd Wife. 

CASTQR. 

Letjtbao 
To their espousals see ; but to escape 
Those h.o|wl9 of bell the Furies, haste to Athens : 
For with terrific mien, they coope to seise thee, 
Brandishipg s^rp^n^, tb^y #re black as night, 
And in their vengeful hands aloo/ they bear^ 
The bitter wages of impiely. 
But we with speed to tb(^ Sicilian deep. 
To guard th' advep^vxaus bfirlj^s of (biQSe who stem 
The ocean, must repair: as thro' the plains 
Of trackkss Ether our career we hold. 
We never grant prot^iUiqo^ to the wicked ; 
But those to whoixi tb^ laws pf sanctity • 
And justice, tbfp'. t\m mortal life, are dear, i 
Tho' compass'd by unnumbered toils, we sare. 
Let no uian therefore be dispos'd to act 
Unjustly, or with perjured co«iradt?s s^il j 
'^o mortals, I, who am a God, declare 
The^e awefal tr^fhs. 

CHORUS. . I 

Far<cweU> And sure the matt 
To wbc^ tMs wish Is granted, he who feels 
No pressure of calamity, is ble»t« 
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The letten B. and M. are references to Barnes's and Dr. Musgrare's 
editions, for the convenience of my[ readers wiio may choose to exa- 
mme particular paaiigei in tbn fOiiginii : tht Ibrmer having mmsbered 
the Hoes, the bjtlBr enly the detached HwlWiofa, th» rafereaoes are 
figwed aecocding^ in the margin^ after the first sixty lines, which are 
the same in both editioni. I have added a few BMKre nngaMnts from 
Heath's Notesonthe Greek lYngic Writen, and VAenaer^ Disser- 
tation 8n1|)oiaed to his HipfNilytns. 
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FRAGMENTS. 



D A N A E. 



Tutmn iter ac )>atett 
Couveno to pn^imn Deo. Horn. 



MERCURY. 

1 HESB (I) mansions, and this fortress well begirt 

With lofty ramparts^ no vain pomp display* 

Monarch, and Priest, Acrisius here commands; 

Among the Greeks this city is called Argos. 

But eager to obtain a Son, the King 

Entered the Pythian temple, and addressed 

This question to Apollo ; by what means 

With a male offspring he his house might strengthen^ 

Thro' what propitious God, or human aid ? 

3ut dark was tbfi re$pqn9e which Pbqpbus utter'dj 

*^ In ^mm shall a laole prog«>*jF be given, 

" Not sprung from thy own loins : tho^ must beget 

'^ A Paitghter first; she knowing, yet not knowings 

<l) ^ ne fiMt itoes:«Dt lyere.wy tiMitJUfOft«rM3FC«oe OK poor 
'* eitiAf» te Mi iMoM be % ^ovMriifitcMvtniictte ttoHoiMr. who 
<.' ia'MprQfs^nBsaaadlpiMyisrae.fk*^ 

'} • " n-mnm^UmJlftim mt^mj^ t w rn ta^ mm i . II. L. 7, ▼. 180. 
"** bnt meau thart the wAlIt of this |»lace amt dty, not so beaatifU and 
<< qptendid as dnrable, ore constnicted with steel and adamant, bemg 
<< the workmaodrii^ tt ti^ Cg^dbpa, as has been anentl^Bed in several 
« other passages." Barjiiis. 

They who are dissatisfied with the text as it stands in the printed ccii- 
tions, and love conjectural reading and transposition, will meet with 
abundant gratification by referring to Dr. Miisgrave*s notes. 
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514 FRAGMENTS* 

*' By stealth, a paramour, shall to her Sii'e 

'' A winged Lion for his Grandchild bear, 

^^ Who over tb^se donaains shall rule supieme.'^ 

Hearing these oracles, he fV>r a time 

The genial couch abandon'd; but unmindful 

Of his resolves, aod by desire o'ercome. 

He afterwards a Daughter did beget. 

On whom he from this long delay bestowM 

The name of Danae ; soon as she was born. 

He in those (2) female chamber^ he had rear'd,- 

Consign'd her to the care pf Avgive virgins : 

Using precautions, lest she should behold 

The face of man : but after she was grown 

To full maturity, and t^o' ^|J G»eece 

Distinguish'd for her charms; Jove, mighty Sire, 'j* 

By Love's inevitable magic caught, 

Attempted to ascend her bed in secret, . • 

But by the open language of persuasion 

Failing to win the Nyqaph, he next devis'd 

This artifice; transformed to purest gold 

(Aware that gold's what mortals covet most) 

From the steep roof, to glide into the hands . , 

Of th' inexperienc'd Virgin ; the deep fraud ' 

(2) The'Rik^0u9a<; of chambers apprttprkted for tlie Mpantte reaidenct 
of the women, and.iiiswcriii|r> » Bufots observes, to theSeniglioi naoii^ 
the 'fvF^Af «re ^^en^y . mei^i^ by oor author. But the plujpe of 
Danac's confinement is by ApoUodorus said to have been a bn^sen ilim- 
geon built for that purpose by her Father Acri^ius, 6n being mfbrmed by 
tlie oracle that she was to bear a Son who would kill his Qrandfttfaer, 
and takeposMssioa {^ bis lfiii|(dOni. * Anti Thyleaius, aiho haa Writleu a 
Tragedy on tM^ eobjectyMied tnilmr Aufeos, printod at Teaiee in 9529, 
represents Danae's prison as erected by Vvlean and hii Cyclops, to whom 
Acrisius not o^ly gives |i sp]iyidid antertaianeat, bnt^orders his servants 
to pour fortli upo^i tlic ground talents of gold, which he invites them to 
take up double handful* ot . . i ' 

Prius. tamen tatoata htmii fiaoitli dUflMidlt^. 
Utrkquc largiter capite manu qaa! debeo 

The reader will "probably desire no fdither specimrn from this piece, 
which is ver}' rarclv to be met with. 
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She knew not, and received the molten God 

Into her bosoin.: but when she at length 

Perceiv'd the growing burden of her womb> 

$h^ was o'erwhelm'd with wonder^ nor could guess 

How it was possible for her to fall 

Into such infarayy when she her honour 

Had still preserv'd : but while in secrecy 

She hence would fly, her Father^ having learnt 

The cause, inflamed with anger, hath confin'd. 

And keeps her in a dungeon, that the truth 

With bis own eyes he may explore; resolving, 

Soon as her shame he shall perceive confirmed 

Beyond all doubt, to cast into the sea 

His Daughter and her Child. Me therefore Jove 

To J)anae hath with acceptable tidings 

Dispatched, which I shall instantly convey; 

For every prudent Messenger, wiih zeal 

Ought to perform the mandates of his Lord. [^iV. 

CHORUS OF ARGIVE VIRGINS. 
What wondrous tidings reach our ears ! 
With speed augmented by my fears, 
I. seek the palace of the King. 
Whence can these envious rumours spring, 
That thro' each street with loud acclaim, 
Bely fair Danae's virgin fame I 
Curs'd be that slanderer's baleful tongue 
Which first her honour dar'd to wrong. 
And, '' by some paramour defird," 
Says, '' she is pregnant." But his Child 
Acrisius tedds with anxious guards 
Her chambers closely- hath he barr'd ; 
The real truth I wish ZQ learn* 
Bat from the palace, 1 discern 
The Sovereign of this Argive state. 
Now coming hither : with a weight 
Of griefs opprest he seems to tread. 
Because his Daughter w*ould have fled. 
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916 FRAOAIeNTS* 

Think'ftt thou Hell heeds thy plaints, and will veaitort 
Thy breathless Son, if stiil thou groan i desist : 
For thou with greater ease wilt learn to bear 
Thioe own> while thou behold'st thy neighbour's wd^ 
B. 66 If thou reflect how many are eonfinV) < 

M. Die- By galling chains, and of their children reft, 
tyii4 How many in a miserable old age 

Now pine away, and they who erst were great 
And happy Kings> are dwindled into nothing. 
These ought to be the objects thou obserr'st. 

My doctrine's this, the fortunes of mankind 
Are like that changeful element call'd Air, 
Whose qualities are these ; a blaze of light 
lu summer it displays, and the thick clouds 
Assembling, swells th* unwelcome wintry gloom, 
B. 74 Causes the vernal flower to bloom and fade 
M.i,p59B To live and die: such is the race of man, 
A radiant calm of happy days to some 
Is by the Fates allotted, hot for others 
The sky grows black with storms: some lead a life 
Of misery, some of bliss, and to events 
Which seem auspicious, others owe their ruin. 

With what heroic virtues are the souls 

Of all who spring from noble fathers warm'd! 

No man is un^qbdp'd by gold^ at least 

If such there be,. I; know not where to find hire. 

He who delights to fill his house with treasure, 
Tho' to his craving stomach he denies 
E'en necessary food, is ripe to plunder 
The statues of the Gods, I deeta, and wage ' 
Against his dearest friends unnatural war. 

Love is a slothful guest estranged, from toil. 
He in the mirror places his delight, / 

B. 91 And waving ringlets ting'd with auburn hues. 
But flies From .industry; I will advance . , 
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One single proof of tbin, no mendicant 
Was e*er Love's votarj ; but among tbesons 
Of wealth alone the waaton Qod resides. 

To all young men this counsel I address ; 

Wait not till ye arie old, ere ye contract 

Espousals and beget a race of children ; 

For, to his Consort, is the aged Husband B. 99 

A torment, not delight: wed therefore early : ^' ^ 

For in life'a piime more gratefal are ti>e toils - 

Of education, and the tender Son 

Looks with complacence on his youthful Sire. 

A Woman, leaving the paternal house. 

No longer to her par<$ats doth belong, 

But to her Husband : the male progeny ^^ » 

In their Sire*s mansions arie for ever stationed, ' m. 7 - 

Champions of their hereditary Gods, 

And hallowed tomba of their progenitors.: 

There is a proverb, that in* sobtiie arts 
Women excel, tho' men bestpoile the spear: 
If conquest were by stratagem alone^ 
To be obtain^, our sex o'er man would rule. 

My voice concurs with thine : in every sphere 
Above our feeble sex man's genius soars. 

O woman, grateful are these solar beams, 

And, when the winds are husb'iL 'tis sweet to view 

The level ocean, earth with verdure deck'd. 

The plenteous waters of refreshing springs, . b. 114 

And there are many beauteous objects more M. 10 

Whose praise 1 might recount: yet none more welcome 

Than Children, when they to the howc of those 

Who long despaired of issue, give new lustre. 

Pois'd in my arms, and clinging round my n.eck 
In childish sport, he with a thousand kisses 3 ^^^ 

Shall win my aoal ; tiiese. blanchsbments, my Sire, m. 11 

Work more than magic pM If res on mankind. 
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The sayings of the weaUby, mea term wise ; 
But when the poor, when he who from a line 
Of humble ancestors derives his birth, 
B. 125 Discreetly speaks, they laugh : but I full oft 
M. u Observe the iudigent exceed the rich 

In wisdom, and find men who in their hands 
Bear a small offering to the Gods, more pious 
Than them who sacrifice the bleeding steer. 

B. ids There's no beleaguer'd fort, nor gold> nor aught. 
^- ^* So difficult to be preserved as Womab. 



iE G E u s: 

E*BN to the fallen this privilege belongs 
Of shewing courage by a generous death. 

Restrain thy Tongue, else will it prove thy bane. 

Under a virtuous ruler, there is bliss 
In being subject e'en to kingly power. 

Better than noble birth is prosperous fortune. 

The wives of timid men are bold in speech. 

Him too inevitable Death awaits 

Who sits at home remote from every toil. 



iEOLUS. 

Small is the strength of man : yet lie, by art,. 
Subdues the n^onsters of the billowy deep. 
And every tribe that peoples earth or air. 

But (d) what is base, if it appear not base 

To those who practise what their soul approves ? 
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(3) From the accomts tranniimd to « 4»f tliU piece, coHectedbt 
Baiiiet and Dr. MosftrnTe in tlitk MSumentB pi^xed t« f|» renMoioiir 
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What can men need^ but these biro thiogs, the ff uits ; 
Which Ceres yielda, apd the tetrtMug Bpring, 
Ever at hand^ by faoamteeas nature gifen . B» . la 

* To nourish uti we from. this plenty rise f M-toccrtE, 

Dissatisfied^ and yielding to th' allurements 
Of luxury^ search out for other viands. . 

Talk not of Plutus; I despise the God ' B. 15"' 

Whom every villain may with ease possess. M. u 

Silence becomes (4) the wise man when be comes 

Amidst associates of superior rank : 

But may I never be the friend or comrade 

Of him^ who trusting in his own discretion 

As all-sufficient, treats his friends like slaves ! 



B. 19 
M. 4 



Think ye the world could be inhabited. 

If without any of the rich*, the poor 

Dwelt in a city ? Good with evil blended 

Cannot be sever'd, but to constitute g ^^ 

The general happiness, a certain mixture . ' - M. -e 

Is requisite; for what the poor man wants 

The rich bestows, and we of affluent fortunes^ 

Supplying what we have not by their toil, 

Gain in return due homage from the poor. 

Let neither they who in embattled fields, x 

Or in the senate have acquir'd. renown, 
At vain refinements aim,, but to the city 
Give those important counsels which it needs. 

Oft from necessity doth courage spring. 

Fragments, it app^an to liave bc«n iouiuleil 00 the iDcetfu«ii$ possipQ tf 
Macarius Son of ^ohia^ for his Sister Canace, which is the subject of 
Ovid's eleventh epistk; and this impious sentence is, as BUraes observes, 
well suited to such a sitoatioir. 

(4) I have here followed Dr. Musgrave in reading K^Hmm' n; e^>i<«9 
mnOm : xffuwn^, instead of xrutfew, ii is all. the variatioD he lias madtf : 
f fMiy n for vtnfkt was Grotim*s conjecture. See Stobaei Florileg. Tit. ^, 
p. 115, and the notes, p. 597, eU. Bxm 169S. , 
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Fall many various qualities diititigQith 

The Cypriaii Goddess ( both supreme delight 

And sorrow she dispenses toflsavkiBd ; 

O may I meet with her virben most prepitious. . 

The sons of my brave sons may I behold * 
Grac'd with a form deserving of the throne ! 
For 'tis the greatest glory life cAn .yield 
When by the mien the virtiies.are exprest. 

Wed not s stripling t» the tender maid ;. 
For thro' a longer space the strength of man 
Endures, but fern ale. beaiity sooa deciiys. 

Whoe'er witholds the censure^'due to woman 
Is a mean wretch ; I cannot call him wise. 

By all the Gods, my Father, talk no more 
Of our nobility, which but consists 
In wealth, away with such unmeaning pi^iide: " 
^^ ^3 For riches in a circle wheel, some haYe 

And others want them : they for confiinfon imt 
Were first by Heaven intended ; yet is h« j 

Whose house retains them Jong, a happy m^ii/ 

A thing I am not anxious to preserve . ' 

Is this fraillife; for soon as one woe ends, 
Others commence, and our weak eyet disbern not 
What eVil fortunes yet remain belmid. . • 

Suffer we must : but be who best endures ' 
The ills inflicted by the Gods, is wise. 

How true this antient saying; we old men 
Are nought but trouble, and an empty shadow, 
We crawl about, the semblarices of drentd*, 
And of our mental faculties depriv'd, .. 
Still fancy we with wisdom are endfii^. . 

Unless old age to Venus bid farewelT, 
The wanton Goddess with disdaia the suit 
Of her decrepid votary will reject. • < 
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Wboeyer too predptutely yields r 

To anger, shall iiiid sorrow at the last : ^^ 3 

For wrath Qobridled oft deceives maDkiod* 

%f y children, he is wise who can express B. d4 

His reasons clearly in the fewest words. ^ 6 

For (5) Hellen it appears is sprang from Jove; 

But Hellen's son was iBolus, the Sire 

Of Sisiphns, and Atbamas, and Cretheus, , M. fs 

And, him who those ideal thnaders-horrd 

On Alpheas' banks, Salmoneus frantic king. 



CASSANDRA. 

TiMB will dispfay thy merits; by this test B^"" 1 

Shall I know whether thon art good or worthless. ^« < 

Thou fail'st where thon shonld'st^onijner, and, O King, 
Triumph'st where least thou ought'st : for to thy slaves^ ^ ^ 
Not to thy free-born citizens thou yield'st. 

Slander's a dreadPn) mischief to mankind : 
But he whose tongue expresses not his thoughts B. 8 

With eloquence, tho' what he speak be just, ** 

Is oft overcome by«him of fluent words. 

Wise as thou art, O Priam, yet to ihee 
I say no pest exceeds the slave whose soul 
Soars high above bis rank ; nor is there Ihight 
Among the large possessions which thy house 
Contains, than him more baleful ocmore useless. 

My censures they deserve, the menitd train 

Are so corrupt, by gluttony engross'd. 

They take not the least heed of what's to come. 
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(5}Hdlai,fTomwlionitlie Greeks derived tiieir most antiMit title of 
HeDeneuH, wai, acGoiilta|^toStnbo,tlie8imerDeacalioaaiidPynte; 
ApoDodonM Itkewiie i^sUi Deaoalion and Pyiriia fab parents, faut ad<li 
t^t soaiewiert he tnn tfae son of Japiter. 
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B. 17 

M. 9, r 



B. tS 
M. 12 



The slaves who to their masters are attached, 
Among their equals to themselves create 
Most bitter en lui ties,— Abandoned miscreants^ 
In whose subjection reason bath no share^ 
Tho' to this state ye are reduc'd by fortune ! 

B. n With those of the same manners as their own, 
**• 1^ The wicked ever form the nuptial league. 

Superfluous are our praises, if bestowM 

Upon the frail nobility of man. 

For when in antient times we first were born. 

The teeming Earth our universal parent 

Out of the same materials forni'd us all. 

Nor is there aught which we can term our own. 

Tlie noble and ignoble from one stem 

Derive their pedigree : in later times 

Tho* human laws gave sanction to vain pomp. 

Wisdom's the source of true nobility. 

Gold cannot buy it, but the Gods bestow. 

There's no nobility among the wicked. 
But with the virtuous is it ever found. 

Unjust is gold, the source of impious deeds. 

Tis wealth and luxury that makes men cowards ; 
But poverty, which we esteem a curse. 
Trains up a hardy and industrious race. 

How true, that no man is completely blest ! 

Death is the lot of all, but wisdom teaches 
How to confine our sorrow in due bounds, 
For an affliction common to mankind. 

O Hecuba, how unexjjected come 
The wondrous visitations of the Gods 
To mortals, but they never are attended 
By a long series of the same events. 

Shed not fresh tears for ills of antient date. 
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B. 49 
M. 5 

B. Addea. 
da, Piei 
p. lii. 

M. f2 



Ah me, I thro' that nprightoess of soul B. 49 

Shall perish, to which others owe their safety. 

The God ordained that ray prophetic voice 

Should sound without effect : I by the wretcl^ed, *"dC r^ 

And them i¥ho groan beneath affliction's load, • ^' 

Am now term'd wise, tho', ere they suffered aught, • 

With them I only pass'd ibr one distracted. 



HECUBA. »• Adden- 

da, p. 5t7« 

Why darts this frenzy from the burning eyes Cicero, de 

Of her who lately was a bashful maid ? i?*ji.'' ** 

CASSANDRA. 

Mother, best of women, I am sent 
To utter the abstruse decrees of Heaven, 
Nor doth the Delian God against my will 
Fire my rapt soul. I and my virgin comradet 
Are stung by a foreknowledge of the shame 
Which waits my. virtuous Sire : O Mother, thee 

1 pity, and contemplate my own failings 

With anguish; for to Priam didst thou bear * '^ 

A race most perfect, all but me ; this heightens 
My griefs, to think I but augment thy woes; 
While they console thee, and their duteous zeal 
Hath render'd my transgression the more heinous. 

Cover'd with blood, and flames, alas ! it comes, . 

The torch which was conceal'^for many years : ^ 

Assist me to extinguish it, my friends. 

By skilful artists framed, now o'er the waves 
Glides the swift navy with destruction fraught* 
The furious mariners assembling fill 
Yon crowded haven with their hostile sails. 



ft 
ib. 



Ah, see some Youth unknown decides the strife ^ 

Betwixt three Goddesses, and thro* the judgement lib i, i 

He hath pronounc'd, a Spartan .Dame will come^ ^' ^' 

One of the Furies, to this Phrygian eoast. 
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B. Addeft- o Phoebus, sacre^ Power, who thj abode 

SL*^ de F"'l »o ♦^^ <*'**^' ^f *'*® ^^'^ '*^** **'*! 
DiT.'Lii. Whence Superstition's baleful voice first issued* 
cue. 

Because the pregnant Mother in her dream 
Supposed that she broo^t forth a blazing torob, 
Onnhis did father Priam, Ilion's. King, 
Smitten witb dread, and anxious CMes^ to Hea^n 
il^jilli, Present the bleating victimjj, sue for peace^ 
P- ^^- And ask if any Prophet, having pray'd 
Cjjerp 4% To Phoebus, could inform him, what events 
Biy^ 1.1. Such a portentous vision would produce. 
Apollo his oracular respowe 
Then utter'd, with, a voice diviae ; '' The Boy, 
^* Who next to i^yal f ri;|i|i sbaU be bora^ 
" Beware of bii^di^g up> fpr l?^ will pwve 
" The peiilb ^v^ ruin, of Ws u^tjiv^ Und^^" 



ALCMiEON. 






(6)*Thou, venerable man, if thou on me 
P ^ Bestow *the lovely Virgin, shall be calf d 
M. 11 Not my Bride's Rither only, but mine too. 

And tlie preserver of an hopeless wretdi. 

(6) EriphUe, wife to Ampliiaratu,.liayiag beea bribed by Polyiiice& 
to preraii ob lier.HasbMid to acoonpuy Adrsstos to flio Thfliisa w»f, 
in which Ainpfaianui8(beiii|^S|WopM) teWM ha bIhmIiI |NriA» ¥» M 
an injunction with hif wa Alcvvoi^ to i|9)r hit Mptbfr w «¥M^jm heilt; 
Uioed the age of manhood : but before he had executed the command 
of his Father, % pve«ei«t oC a goW«n nopfilSfiff sml.rol^ fv>m TVsr* 
«ander, the son of W^mi^^ srevaiM on Eri^hile to tend foirth hen 
Son widi the Epif oni to mal^ a second attack on Thebes : he n^torned 
victorious, and laving discovered tUs. repetition of his Mothei's trsa- 
chery, and consultsd tlie. ^t^ii^ of ApoQo, imlaned his hands to her 
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Hast thon no duteous leverence for thy Sire ? 

My Father's counsels nrg^d me, when^ his car 
Ascending^ he to Thebes pursued his way. 

Behold the vanqnisb'd Monarch, how he flies, 
Reft of his children, and bow'd down with age ! 
A mortal should not raise his views too high. 

They who by adverse fortune are opprest. 
Should hold an humble knguag<e, and ne'er look 
Up to the giddy height of their past grandeur. 

The great, alas! great evils must endure. 

Servants are partners in their master's woes. 

The Man who places in a slave his trust. 
Is in my judgement guilty of much folly. 

Learn from my words, that woman, to her lord 
The greatest good tod greatest misehief bHng^. 

The crimes which 'gaiftst our parents we commit, 
Call down the vengeanee of imperialJoV^. 

Of what avail are Children to their Fathers, 
If we assist them not in their afllii:eions i 

How true is this remark, O Son of Creon, 
That virtuous men beget a virtuous race; 
But they who from the wicked ^ing, re^seMM^ 
The nature of their Sire : for with such care 
Can none train up the OhildreH as to guard 
Those who have worthless Fathers from corriiption» 

blood : after ihii he txecam^ Astracted, add nirafider^d titl be readied 
PflopUs, aciTf of Arcadia, wbere PliegM rdgned ; Aleiomm waiA>r 
atune restored to hb semes, oiibeiDg expiated frwa IIm amrdv of tb 
"Mother by Phegeos, who gave him his daughter Aniiioe in maniage. 
The rabsequent misfortupes and death of Akmseon related by ApoUo- 
donis do not seem tr^lopg to Uiis Tragedy. Dr. Miugnve cowiden 
the above speech as by Jutq addressed to Pbegeus. 
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ALCBfJEON. 

Thou art the Brother of that. l>ame who slevr 
Her dasband. 

2;, i^ ADRASTUS. 

The detested murderer thou 
Of her who bore thee. 

g .|^ Twas (7) Oedipus* deceitful Son that caused 
M. ir Thy Sire and me to peiish^ when he brought 
That golden necklace to the Argive land. 



ALCMENA. 

Without my leave, did Sthenelus bceon^e 
Successful^ and deprive you of your right. 

Truth in the cities of the just prevails. 

Devoid of understanding is the man 

Who trusts in wealth, and tramples on the poor. 

On him whom prosperous fortune still attend^ 
It is the more incumbent to be wis^. 

Still strive to please thy rulers: for in slaves 

Is it the first of cjuties to perform 

With grateful readiness their Lords' behests. 

Whence mad'st thou such discoyt^ry, that fpr tbef 
'Tis fit to brandish thus a blazipg pine i 

a 

Strong as a magic philtre is the love 
For his own children in the soul of man.' 

Illustrious birth is nothing when comparVl 

To gold, which hath such power^ Xh^t it ci^q raise 

The meanest to a most exalted statipn. 

^ (7) Polymces. The aheratkm of mAfu for xgK'^Wy in the fint line, m 
the coq)ectnre of BarneB ; the passage is preserved by the Scholiast on 
Pindar, Nem. Od. 4. v. St. 
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tticbes combin'd with igaorance are hateful. 

Thou in this instance hast not acted right 
Tbo' generously perhaps I'^but Fm so wi etched 
That praise to me is loathaome^ nor will fame 
Subdue the anguish of my real woes* 

The man who springs from an illustrious racCj 
With firmness bis misfortunes should endure. 

Be boldj ere long thy wishes may succeed ; 

For unexpected blessings are full oft 

Shower'd by the bounteous Gods upon mankind. 

For all with greater prudence can decide 
(8) In the affairs of others than their own. 
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A L O P E 

For me thy Parent hast thou no respect? 

In woman's cause is woman wont to strive* 

A band of men I view, who from the ring 
Are hastening to behold this sights and cease 
To drive their chariots o*er the dusty plain. 

But with a subject of the first importance. 
My speech will 1 begin ; it is the duty 
Of Children to obey their Father's will. 
Convinced that aweful Justice thus ordains. 

(8) Dr. MusgniYe thinks that the three sobseqiieiit linek inserted by 
Barnes from Stobaeiu, are taken ont of some Comic writer, which the 
i of Phfledfanus occiuring in them makes Ycry probable. 



B. 


1 


M. 


1 


B. 


t 


M. 


S 


B. 


s 


M» 


4 


B. 


8 


M. 


3 



Digitized by 



Google 



as» FRAGMENTS. 



ANDROMEDA. 

PERSEIFB. 

To what Barbarian land, with winged feet. 
Ye Gods, have I been borne ! for thro' the midst 
B, Add«B* Of ether's trackless fields my path dividing, 
da, p. 618, Here, for a while, I Perseus stay my flight. 
Bound on a voyage to the Argive realm. 
Thither the Gorgon's head ordain'd to bear. 

But ha! what rock do I behold, what Nymph 
^^* Fair as a Goddess, like some anchor'd ship. 

Bound fast with cords, stands on the craggy beach i 

ANDROMEDA. 

On me most wretched Damsel, generous Stranger, 
Take pity, loose, O loose, these galling chains. 



ib. 



PE^EUS. " 
ib. With pity I behold thee bound, O Virgin. 

ANDROMEDA. 
But who art thou that pitiest my distress ? 

ANDl^OMEDA. 
ib. To what dii^ mpus^r have the Gods euppa'd me i 



ib.* 



PERSEUS. 

Some weakness harbours in eadi human breast : 
But me the love of this fair Nymph hath seized. 

Tyrant of Gods, and men, O Love, forbear 
(9) To dress up evil in that specious form, 

<9) tocian at tbe beginning of his treatke, on (he manner in which 
History oni^t to be written, s^ya, that tbe peofile tf Ab^en, adty in 
TluRBce, daring the re^ of Lyrimaehns, were so affected by rhe per- 
Ibnnance af this Tragedy, in the midst of sqmmer, that they ran 
inaring about the streets, repeatiog dm invocatioa of Lot e, till a severe 
vmter restored them to their senses. 
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Or to these laboun, grant a blest event. 

In which thou prompt'ii; the Lover to engage. ^^5«" 

Bj acting thus, thou frpm the Gods ihemselves M. ' r ' 

Shalt gain due honours, but if thou refuse. 

E'en they ^hose breasts thou filFst with warm desire. 

Thee of thy wonted homage shall bereave. 

Sacred Night, 
O what a long career dost thou perform, ^ 

Driving thy chariot thro' the starry space |^*, ^ 

Of ether, and Olympus' hallow'd fields ! 

PERSEUS. 
O Virgin, if I save thee, with what thanks B. 6 

Wilt thou repay me ? M. # 

ANDROMEDA. 

Take me to' thyself, 

Stranger, for a servant, if thou list, 
Or for thy Consort. 

But thither the whole band of Shepherds came. 
One brought a cup of ivy filfd with milk, j^ ^ 

The sweet refreshment of his toils, a second M. tr 

The generous liquor of the vine. 

1 will not give consent to your begetting 
A spurious progeny, for tho' inferior 

In no respect to children born in wedlock, ^ i* 

Yet are they harshly treated by the laws, " 
And of this grievance ought you to beware. 

Thou canst not see Jove's power how great 
Presiding o'er the worJc of fate ; 
For some he causes every day 
To flourish, others to 4lecay. 

I gain'd not fame but with unnumbered toils. 

There^s BQthtng b^ necesaity ordaia'd 
Which can to man be sbamefnl : but for thee 
Tis sweet to recollect past toils in safety. 
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530 IFRAGMENTS. 

To that adventoroas deed was I impellM 
By youthful vigour^ and -a dariog soul. 

They who by love are caught^ and fix their love 
Od virtuous objects ; to complete their bliss^ 
Can need no new accession of delight. 

A. 
I suffer dreadful love, 

B. rr B. 

Of those two words 
Take that which suits thy purpose : but such Love 
Is void of honour, and delights to fix 
His residence in a corrupted soul. 

The best of treasures is a virtuous Wife. 

To thee, O wretch, the Gods indeed have given 
An abject fortune : but thy words are haughty. 

What most of all I wish, is that my house 
May be with gold well furnished : the rich man 
B. 34 Meets with respect ahho' he be a slave. 

While free-born spirits cramp'd with poverty 
Lose all their consequence; much gold is thine. 
And therefore think thyself a happy man. 

Tho' blest with plenteous fortunes, as thou aee&t,, 
By great calamities am I afiiicted^ 

Each day, futurity our bosom fills . . 

With constant terror, for to think of woes 
That are to come, is worse than to endure, them. 
(10) 



(10) The essential diversitieg of reading in tlie two next sentence^ 
as they stand in Barnea, and in Dr. Mnsgrave, tO, tod tS^ have induced 
me to omit them, as in whatever sense they are interpreted, they will 
not convey any idea peculiarly new or striking ; for the same reasona 
two lines in the Antigone, B. 3. M. 17. are left oat. 
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Why dosi thou <4iorlishly refbse to speak ? 
A dark interpreter of what thou mean'st 
Is sileDce^ and I cannot understand thee. 

He was a happy man, bat Jove hath veil'd' 
His former splendor ; in the wane of life 
Mow are his fortunes acatter*d by the wind. 

Come, let us weep together ; for the unhappy 
Find social tears their poiguant griefs assuage. 

I ne'er insulted the calamities 

Of those who were unfortunate, because 

I fear'd that i myself might also suflfer. 

Justice they call Jove's Daughter, and assert 
That close to impious mortals Vengeance dwells. 

Some semblance of that beauteous yirgii;i, form'4 ^' ^^ 

Of polish'd stone wrought by a skilful hand* 164 



A N T I G O N E. 



At ^r^ was Oedipus a happy man ; 
But in the sequel he» alas ! became 
Of all mankind most wretched. 
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Persuasion hath no shrine but Eloquence, ' ^ 5 

Her only altar is the soul of Man. M, f 

Among th' inhabitants a civil war B. f 

Breaks forth, when jarring factions rend the 9tate. MT 4 

To please th^ mijiltitude it much behoves b. 9 

A Monarch. M. 3 

When Kings for their associates take the men b. la 

jElenowB*d for wiadom, they themselves grow wise. U. inc. 44 
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Away with empire^ and oppressWe laws; 
None but the fool can with for regal power. 
That he may proudly lord it o'er his equals. 

'Gainst the bold efforts of an amorous youth 
Ail guards are insufficient; tho' expert 
In nought beside, each lover grows discreet 
But Venus, when a temperate flame^e kindles 
In human bosoms, is a welcome guest. 

I was in love, and love makes all men frantic. 

Bound in the nuptial yoke, a man hath lost 
His freedom, yet obtains this one advantage ; 
Th' affinity which with a virtuous house 
He hath contracted, makes him fear to sin. 

A Bastard's odious in mere name alone, 
To sons legitimate by nature equal. 

Many by their degenerate lives confute 
The notion that each child is like his Sire. 

His folly's a disease he from his Father 
Inherits, for the wicked thus are Woqt 
To be the authors of a wicked race. 

A friend, possessing wealth, but void 6f wisdom. 
Is useless, if he want a virtuous soul. 

To th' utmost pitch of misery are we come. 

Grieve not thyself ; for well thou know'st that ofl 
Affliction in the end produces joy. 
And evil is the cause ot fatae good. 

But he whom reason teaches how to bear 
All fortune can inflict, is less unhappy. 

Mortal thou art, and roust expect to suffer 
M^lac. TO '^^ '^^ ^ mortals: canst thou hope to lead 
The life of Jove, wh^ art but 4 mere man i 
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Death puts an end to all the little strife 

Of mortals. For what arbiter oa earth 

Is more decisive i who can make the tomb B. 39 

Feel paio^ altbo* he smite it with his spear, ^* ^^ 

Or who by bitter taoots molest the dead^ 

If they are left devoid of all sensation ? 

Honour forbids us to insult the slain. p. ifis 



ANTIOPE. 

AddkKC, vt SaftyriedBtu iangiiie^ pvldiram 

Jupiter invlrrit fwuoo Nyctads Ivtii. Ovu. 



ZETHUS. 
What (I I) most deserves your care, you, O Amphion 
Neglect. Can you be mean enough to change B. 3 

That elevated soul which nature gave ^* ^ 

Into th' enervate semblance of a woman ? 

AMPHION. 
Each hath his shining qualities^ and wears 
The live-long day intent on that pursuit 
For which he best is qualified. No right b. f% 

Hast thou to censare this my frame as weak M. 34 

And womanish^ for if I am endued 
With wisdom, that exceeds the nervoos am. 

A city, or an house, by human prudence 
Are governed well, and in th' embattled fie^d ^^ ^^ 

Great is the strength of wisdom ; for one counsel m. is 

Plann'd with discretion baffles many swords; 

(11) Hie reader iriM torn to ValkeBMr, Datribi io penKtonim Eu- 
ri|iMiB dnunatom reUqintB, 4to« Lng. Bat. 1767, p. 74, will there fiiMl 
tbat I am indebled to htm for the begimiing of this passage ; and have 
feaowedhim in the armgement of this and the twelve next sentences. 
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334 ^FRAGMENTS. 

Bat folly tho' supported by an host 

Of countless warriors^ only proves their bane. 

Bat they who only live to pamper up 
B. 64 Their flesh, when their possessions they have wasted. 
Become bad citizens ; for stiii unchang'd 
Doth their voracious appetite remain. 

Alibo^ a man should prosper and grow rich. 
Unless he with domestic bliss be crown'd, 
M. 8 'l^^ I'ii" I cannot give the name of happy, 
Tho' justly might f say, that with success 
Abundant treasures he for others guards. 

Such is the life of man, nor wholly blest. 
Nor wholly wretched; on her votaries Fortune 
Now smiles, then frowns* Since our prosperity 
Is thus unstable, is not an exemption. 
From grief, the greatest pleasure life can yield t 

What wisdom dictates would I sing and speak,. 
Nor in the city dire confusions raise. 

He who without necessity embarks 
In many matters, is s fool for slighting 
The obvious blessings of a tranquil life. 

CHORUS. 
The skilful orator can either side 
Maintain on every topic of debate* 

ZETHUS. 

But bow can this be wisdom, when art warps 
The generous soul, and renders man corrupt P 

Whoever, in a prosperous station plac'd. 
Is slothful and regardless of his household. 
Intent on nought except bewitching song, 
Will by his family, his friends, his country. 
Be held in no esteem : for the best gifts 
Of nature ineffectual prove, when pleasure. 
Degrading pleasure, occupies the souL 
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You in the public judgement^aeot will utter 

No sage decision, no persaasive words, ^ . 

Brandish no shield^ cominand no army, scale m*. ^g 

Ho hostile ramparts^ nor, while yet a youth. 

Broach counsels wholesome to the public weal. 

Listen to me, discard these useless strains. 
Practise the haroiony of glorious deeds^ 
Let such exalted themes inspire the song. 
And men will deem you wise ; dig, till the ground, ^ ^ 
Manage your flock with care, and leave to others 
* Those ornamental trifles whose pursuit 
Would cause you in an empty house to dwell. 

I understand what I endure, and this 

Is no small evil; for to the diseased 

There is a kind of pleasure in not knowing *• *• 

Their malady ; such ignorance is gain 

To those who labour under grievous woes. 

Tho' Justice, ere she come, be late, 
Conceal'd by the behests of fate, 
She menaces each villain's head 
For whom th' inevitable snare is spread* 

Justice they call Time's Daughter ; to the world, 
Because at length the wicked she displays. 

(12) 
Of all the human race, none ever led 
A life exempt from sorrow, none remained 
Blest with auspicious fortunes to the last. 

These virtues must you practise, O ray Son, 
Honour the Gods, your Parents^ and the Laws 
Stablish'd in Greece; act thus, and you shall gain 
A wreath of fame that never will decay. 

(12) The two lines, which follow these in Barnes, are also retained by 
Carmeni and by Dr. Mnsgrave : but I strike thRm out on accotiut of 
their occurring in the AodroBiache, 421, 4S3. ed. Baraey. 
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Tis uobecomiiig not to %hed a tear 

Over the wretched ; be too is devoid 

Of virtue, who abosmb in wealth, yet scruples 

Thro' sordid avarice to relieve their waiits. 

' Full many men are subject to this fault, 
They understand what's right, but will not act 
As conscience dictates, by their friends overpowered 

Th' accomplishment of silence is a crown 
To the good man ; but there can no delight 
Result from a loquacious tongue, that bane 
Of social life, and useless to the state. 

Let not the tranquil man, the faithful friend. 
And virtuous citizen, rush wantonly 
Into the midst of dangej-s, for I blame 
Pilot or statesman who is too adventurous. 

Perceive you not how great a curse attends 
On Servitude f 

A Slave no liberal studies must pursue. 
Nor taste th' indulgence of luxurious sloth. 

Alas, how universally hath Jove 

To adverse fortune doom'd the menial train ! 

But all things satiate ; oft have I beheld 
The faithless Husband quit his beauteous Wife, 
Lur*d by some vile amour : thus palPd with dainties 
The appetite regales on coarser food. 

The wise should form a suitable alliance. 

To all mankind this counsel would I give. 
Select a Damsel sprung from virtuous Sires^ 
To be the Mother of your future Sons, 
So shall they not prove absolutely worthless. 

If she have sense, 'tis well : but else what matters 
Her lovely face with a corrupted sool i 
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I have not learnt, O womani bow to act \ ' 
The part of a philosopher : yet guard 
Thy toul from wild exoes^ and baleful envy. 

Ala8» alas ! bow many evil fortunes 

Visit in various forms the human race; 

But no man can pronounce when they will end. 

O Strangers, many are the woes 6f man. 

This saying of the multitude is founded 

On truth ; some must be wretched, others hkppy. 

To muL would a dead calm be most unwelcome. 

Nor deem I, like a miscreant, that by stealthy 
The semblance of some human paramour 
Assuming, Joye approached thy genial bed* 

Wherever came the Bull, he whirled around, 
And with the wpman bore away, the rock. 
The oak, and ever changed his wild qareen 

But in (IS) the herdsman's chambers, covered o'er 
With a thick shade of flaunting ivy, stood 
A column sacred to the God of Wine. 

Him Zethus caird : because his Mother sought 
Where she her Children might securely place. 



(14) ARCHELAUS. 
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JEoTPTVS, as Fame^s loudest voice relates ^ 

Lanch'd bis adventurous bark, and on the cpast di,~p.M9 

Of Argos landed with hb fifty Sons. M. i 

(13) For the rauling of /Bmosur, imteMl of jBmctfM, stltslttAitai Bnss 
■Hd MQagrave, I am indtUeAio a note In tite Mr. Mr. loop's editaoa 
.of Lqnginm, p. fM» 

(14) An^laus the Son of Tememu, a deflcemiatft of Hemdei, of 
fvbom the reader Witt find an Wcbnnt in the 219tli Fable of Hygla«i> ip 

VOL. III. Z ' 
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Danaus the Sire of fifty Daughters, leaving 
Those fruitful regions watered by the Nile, 
Which from the swarthy iBthiopa' land its streams 
H^ ^ Replenishes, oft as Hyperion melts 
M. t Thick flakes of snow congeard, when thro' the air 
He guides his fervid chariot, came to Argos, 
.Dwelt (15) in th' Inachian city, and thro' Greece 
Ordain'd that those who erst were cali'd Pelasgi, 
Should by the name of Danai be distinguished. 

g ^^ A. Oft, O my Son, the Gods deceive mankind, 
1^. 51 B. To hold the impious language thou hast done. 
And charge th' immortal powers with guilty is easy* 

^^ ^^ Poor as I am, no gifts I to the rich 
M.lDceita, Will send, lest thou should'sc deem* that I am frantic, 
^^ Or by such presents only ask for more* 

Tis with the strictest justice, that each deed 
Of foul injustice proves its author's bane. 

I give thee this one counsel, never live 

To be a slave, when thou canst die with freedom. 

He who in pleasure or unmanly sloth 
Consumes his life, is qualified to rule 
Neither a private household nor the state. 

Unseemly deeds from baleful anger spring. 

An enterprising spirit well becomes 

The vigorous youth : for never did the sluggard 

Acquire renown, the prka otstubborn toil. 

In one word, speak not ; for when eloqaence 
Becomes the source of mischief, it is dreadful. 

Mpp«t«d byDr.Miugnm to be the mlject of this Tn«edy, and not 
AKiMlainklivof ^focedDD, llie contemponry and fiwadi of Euripides, 
It Baines coDJectnrci. 

{tS) «6^, ^ hatntavit," not « rondidit,'' m rendered by Bwiiei and 
Dr. Afupave; for Danant was more than two centoriei po^t^r to 
Inadiai^ the founder and first lung of Argoi. 
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A Monarch's bliss might emulate the Gods> 
Were he not sabject to the stroke of death. 

pTis better to be leader of a small 

Yet valianfiAand, than of unnumber'd troops: 

For the brave few prevail o'er many dastards. 

Ennobled with transcendent lustre, shines • 
The Chief who triumphs in th' embattled field. 

Ought not I to labour ? 
Exempt from toil who purchases renown ? 
What coward e'er accomplish'd mighty deeds i 

At the same time young, poor, and wise : the union 
Of all these qualities demands respect. 

Nor slave, nor one born free, if his attainments . 
By far surpass our own, is it secure 
For a wise man to nurture in his house. 

I sav'd her life because she was reduc'd 
To servitude: amidst the human race 
The weak are ever subject to the strong. 

Their Sire's behests the Children must obey. 

A. But of my aid what need hast thou ? 

B, I form 
Great hopes because you spring from noble Sires. 

Him could not chilling poverty bereave 
Of his great Father's elevated soul, 

The virtues of the parents, by their Children 
Inherited, exceed the richest dower. 

But how can he be otherwise than honest. 
While thus surrounded with abandant wealth ? 

Enrich him not : for long as be is poor 
Will he l^e lowly. But the power of gold 
Is great, and he who bath it is eBBobled. 

9« 
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Much wealth is thine : but folly on much weallU 
Attends, with fear in closest union join'd. 

We cannot stem the tide: for poverty. 
That woi&t of ills, in our forlorn abode ^ 
Still flourishes, and wealth thence takes its flight> 

To (l(i) Poverty, that most ignojble Goddess, 
No temple is erected. I abhor 
Those who with wisdom are endued, but use 
Their wisdom only to improve their wealth. 

From robbers he secur'd the public road. 

Long have I markM how greatly change the fortunes 
Of man ; for he who groveird in the dust, 
Stands upright; he who erst was happy, falls. 

There is a pensive pleasure e'en in teai's, 
When pitying we lament our friend's afflictions. 

No man ( I?) who lives encircled with delights, 
E'er gain'd renown, the prize of stubborn toil. 

A U G E. 

AUOE TO MINERVA. 
Thou with delight behold'st the bloody spoils 
Torn from the slain, and heaps of weltering corses, 
^ ^ All this to thee it seems is no pollution ; 

Yet tkpu esteem'st it a most dreadful crime 
If 1 have borne a Son. 

(16) Hm God4eM IPorerty takes a very comidcmble part ia Ite 
comedy of Ptatas in AfHtopfaanes, inhere the wayaot dn to Imbt ai the 
inventreM of the arts k strongly hisisted on : and Arriaa mentions her 
being ndoied on that aceoonC by the Gadareans.— Dr. Mmgrave tldnki 
tlMt two detached sea t miees are hwe blended logeUier. 
. (17) The two lines, which hnmedhitely precede these in Banies pre* 
ieede them likewise in StobmiK, bnt «« there dntecbed torn them as tba 
production of an onknowa wfitv: the two vdich follow m QaoMs occnr 
again in the FhUoctetei^ t.;9% t% pf ^Hf e^tion, wlere they seem mona 
connected. 
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My senses are disordered by the fames 

Of wioe : yet will I own that I have wrong'd thee, 

Tho' this be an involuntary wrong. 

By Mildness are calamities assuag'd. 

lj[ot to the malefactor doth our pity 
Belongs but to the violated laws. 

Perish all they who love to dwell in cities 
Subject to Kings^ or to the mighty few. 
For Freedom's an invaluable name. 
And be who hath but little, here is rich. 

He who esteems not Love a mighty God, 
And to all other Deities superior, 
Devoid of reason, or to beauty bl^nd. 
Knows not the ruler of this nether world. 

Frail women as we are, too oft our fears 
Subdtfe us,' but at other times our courage 
By none can be exceeded* 

Who is not pleased with children's harmless sports 7 

Tis all men's lot, not ours alone, for Jove 
Or in an instant or by slow d^ees 
T' o'erturn the fortunes of a prosperous life> 
And to the last none e'er .continued happy* 



AUTOLYCUS, 

Of those unnumber'd mischiefs which prevail 

Thro* Greece, there's none more grievous than the^ace 

Of public Champions ; for they ne'er were taught, 

Nor knew they how to lead a virtuous life. 

How can the slave of a luxurious palate, B. i 

The man whom his own gluttony subdues, ^* ' 

Improve the weaUh^ transmitted by his Sire r 

Thcfy are not able to support a state 
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Of indigence, or rise above the load 
Of adverse fortune, for in virtooas manners 
They nt'er were train'd^ and with impatience bea^ 
Calamity. In maahood*s early bioom. 
With graceful mien their city they adorn, 
But when by loath'd old age they are invaded> 
Perish like tatter'd rags, I also blame 
This custom of the Greeks, who meet in crowds^ 
Lur'd by, the feast, such conflicts to behold. 
For who that wrestled well, or with swift foot 
All his competitors outstripp'd, rais'd high 
The ponderous quoit, or with a cestus smote 
The jaws of his antagonist, e'er serv'd 
His country by the wreaths his prowess gained ? 
Shall they the foe encounter, in their hands 
Wielding the discus, or with agile leap 
Repel! th' invaders of tbeir native land, 
' By vaulting o'er their shields i when in the raolt 
OF battle he is station'd^ no man holds 
Such foolish language: therefore should the wise. 
The good, be deck'd with garlands, he \^ho rules 
A city best, the temperate and the just. 
Or he who by the magic of his tongue 
Averts dire mischief, causing to subside 
The baleful tumult and consuming war: 
For virtues such as these, are real blessings. 
Not to their country only, but all Greece. 

B. f9 Asses who (IB) carry cinders were employed 
M* 1 In bearing timber from the lofty hill. 



B. 31 



Bridles of Bulrush he for horses twines. 

(18) TlUB piece is by tiie commentators caUed Sarytir , and conse^ 
qnently may be supposed, like the Cyclops of our Aatfaor, which is trans' 
mitted to us entire, to contain a hirge mixture of ooraic wit* Barnes 
and Dr. MusipuTC suppose that the Autolycus, from whom it derives its 
name, was the Son of Mercury, and Father to Antidea Ulysses' Mother, 
recorded by Homer for his great superiority to the rest of mankind 
HhtHmny d*, ^pKf0 n: but from what is transmitted to ns of this piece, it 
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BELLEROPHON. 

I FROM steep Corinth's sacred rock am come, 
'Gainst whose firm base two dashing seas resound, 
A citjr where the Cyprian Goddess reigns. 

Ah me ! but wherefore should I thus complain t 
I suffer but the common lot of mortals. 

Doth (19) any man assert that there are Gods 

In Heaven f I answer there are none : let him 

Who contradicts me, like a fool, no longer 

Quote antient fables ; but observe the fact. 

Nor to my words give credence. Kings, I say, 

JCitI many, but rob more of their possessions. 

And violating ewoyy sacred oath, 

Lay waste whole cities; yet, tho* they act thus, B, a 

Are more successful far than they who lead 

In constant piety a tranquil life. 

And I have known small cities, who revere 

The Gods, made subject to unrighteous power. 

Vanquished by spears more numerous. But I deem 

Should any sluggard *mong you pray to Heaven, 

nther Mems at if the other Antolyciis (mentioned by Barnes in his v- 
gunient)iwa»iU hero, as the prinripa) drift of it is a censure on the <;ham- 
pions at the pnblie gamesy in which character he is spoKea of both by 
Fausanias and Plnl^ch* 

(19) We may consider this Atheistic4l lai^age as not ill suited to the 
character of Bellerophon, according to Homer's 4escription of him, at 
the time of' his wandering over the Aleien tields, detested by all the 
Gods, and in a state of soch profoond melancholy that he preyed on his 
own heart, his Son IsandfBf being slain by Mars, and Iti^ Dangfiter L4U>- 
damea by the avenging shafts of Diana. See Iliad, L. 6, v. 200— ^5- 
The two lines witich follow tliis passage in Baracs, stand in Dr. Mm- 
grave among Incert. Trag. 90, but arc omitted on Mr. Heath's authority, 
with which the translator cntirply accords m tiiinkin^ them unintelligible ; 
and has followed Dr. Mitsgrave |n attempting no vcnion of the Uue B. 40> 
M. 27. 
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544 FRAGMENTS. 

Nor earn by his own laboar a sobtisteDce, 

He soon would learn whether the Gods are able 

To shield him from calamitous events. 

Thro' thy whole life thou to the Gods wcrt fious^ 
With hospitality didst treat the stranger. 
And with unwearied zeal assist thy friends. 

Permit me^ O ye leafy shades^ to pass 
The forest water'd by refreshing springs. 
I wish to see how clear a light adorns 
The canopy of Ether o'er my head. 

Trembling be croucb'd still lower than he wisb'd. 

The prosperous fortunes, and the haughty wealth 

Of an unrighteous man, we never ought 

To deem estabiishM on a solid bane, 

Or that the children of th' unjust can prosper : 

For Time, who from no Father springs, applies 

His leveird line, and shews man*s foul misdeeds. 

But courage can with wondrous might bear up 
Against the pressure of overwhelming fate. 

Dark stratagems, and treaiihery^ to. relieve 
The coward's wants, were by mankind dcvis'd. 

How deep is evil rooted in the breasts 
Of all men ! tho' our pardon we extend not 
To him, who, grasping at some great reward, 
' g ' Becomes a sinner : yet since, in proportion 
As he grows bokily profligate,, he reaps 
Greater advantages, he with more ease 
The world's reproachful language may sustain^ * 
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They overflow with envy, from a sense 
Of their demerit; on the noblest objects 
Is Envy wont to wreak her ruthless hate. 



Digitized by 



Google 



FtlAGMEMTS. 345 

By far less daagerous I esteem the fool 

EDdued with strength of bodj, than the nu 

Who's feeble and yet wise ; his arts alchieve B.SifS^ 

Greater exploits than they whose nerVous ana M. ii, if 

i^ights bloody battles. An ill-omen'd road 

Is that of truth; but Mars delights in falsbood. 

B 5d, and 
Many wfaooi wealth and noble birth distinguish^ SdieaolMM 

A foolish woman hath disgrac'd at home. M^StlieB.r 

O thou most vile, the term I add, is Woman ; b. 5a 

For with what obloquy, by slanderous tongues, ^ M. is 

Exceeding this one name, canst thou be branded f 

The pliant bnlrasb can inflict no wound ; 

Nor will the Sons whose Mother hath prov'd worthWsa, ^^^ ^ 

Display their courage in th' embattled field. 

If any gain ensue, I anfi content. 

To be term'd wicked. We all ask this question, 

Whether a man be rich, not iirkether virtuous. 

But as for thy pretensions to thy we^hh, . . . 

And by what means thon gain'st it, this ts fbreign *' ^ 

To the one great enquiry, ** what thou hast?*' / ^iS^is 

Ask you, what gaids Me base? I answer, none. 

My utmost wishes are t4 lead a life 

Of opulence, or die when I grow poor; 

For he dies nobly who gains might by dying, 

(£Q) O Gold, thou first of blessings to mankind ; 

No tender Mother such enjoyment feels, ' . . ^ ^P 

Nor can their Children or their dearest Sire, 



M. t$ 



(20) Mf.C«mbcited,lnU»O|Mer»^,y.4»p.l50,p4wt8 4 
lowinf psBMge from Beo Joimod's Fox, m almott a tiaiiilatk>a of tbt 
«ii!0ve; V<»liKM9eMyttohisg«ld; ^ 

*' Tbou being tbt best of tbags, anfi fiir tmoKtadiBg 

'< All ttile of joy io children, pwents, friencte, 

^ Thy looks when Uiey to YeuiM did ascribe, 

<< They should have given her twenty tfionsand Opids ; 

^ Soch are thy beantksaod ovlovitt,'* 
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Affofd such beart-Fek bliss as thou aflbrd'st 
To thy possessors : if the sparkling eyes 
Of Venus dart an iofliieiice as benigb, 
No wonder she creates unnumbered Loves. 

I too adopt that theme of every Bard ; 
*' BeUer for man had he been never bom." 
But of three stations. Wealth, illustrious Birtfa> 
Or Poverty, which ought to be preferred i 
Unable to decide, I state them all. 
He who, tho' rich, descends from abject Sires 
Is griev'd, yet finds for grief a sovereign balsam 
When his hand opens the beloved chest 
Which holds his treasures : but the mUn who loses 
That opulence he formerly possessed. 
Sinks under loads of grief too great to bear: 
While he o/ noble ancestry, who lacks 
A competence, altho' he in bis birth 
B- ^6 Be fortunate, yet to the earth bow'd down 
At the same time^with poverty and sorrow, 
Beguird by a mistaken shame, refuses 
To earn his sustenance by honest laboDr. 
But he who is in all respects a man 
Of no account, from having never, gain VI 
The smiles of ibroune, ha^ this oQe advantage ; 
He knows not wliat it is to be deprived 
Of any blessing, but hath always led 
The same distrest and miserable life. 
lu this respect, never to have experienc'd 
Felicity, is best : for to our memory 
This oft occurs ; '' how was I happy once, 
*' How did I flourish midst the sons of men !'* 



M. 16 



B. 96 



Had but my SirejudgM well, I should have .fearn'd> 
1^^ ^^ Regardless of th' harmonious art, t* endure 
Severest labour, and been qualified 
For each vicissitude of prosperous fortune. 
Or of adversity : first, (which to man 
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FRAGMENTS. 947 

Yields great advantages) I should have mov'd 
With swiftness, have been temperate in my food, 
Asstiag'd my thirst with water like the beasts. 
Withstood by Exercise the winter's cold 
And summer's parching solstice, nor reclin'd 
Beneath the shades of sloth ; bat now I kwm nttt 
How to endure the hardships Fate imposes. 
Had r the l>Te of Orpheus, and the song 
'Of every sister Muse, I could not sooth 
This hungry stomach, what it craves is food. 

As the disease requires, should they who practise 
The healing art, their remedies apply. 
Nor rest content with whatsoe'er they find 
Prescribed by antient u^^gey when such medicines 
Will to the patient no relief afford. 

The crimes of men are some of them spontaneous. 
Some frona the Gods derived ; . by wholesome laws 
We remedy such mischiefs : hut to tliee 
This 1 maintain, that if the Gods commit 
Aught that is base, they are no longer Gods. 

But whUt is there in. man's precarious life 
To be relied on ? o'er the foamy deep 
Bides the swift vessel by the wind impelled : 
But as to human fortunes. Time reduces 
The great to nothing, and augments the small. 

A thousand unexpected revolutions 

Hast thou beheld : some from the waves escape, b. ift 

While others, conquer'd by the hostile spear, M. si 

In a fresh battle triumph o'er their foes* 

The hands indeed of younger men, in action 

Are vigorous, O my Son ; but prudent counsels ^ i*^ 

Flow from the old ; for Time's the bedt instructor. ^ ^ 

The honours thou receiv'st exalt thy views ^^ ^^^ 

Too high above thy fellows.— I would die ; m. j3 
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For life's not worth retaining when we see 
The wicked crown'd with imdeserT'd applause. 

^^2*^ I hate tb* imperious Ruler who neglects 
juj 2^ By soothing arts to gain the public love. 

Nor ought we 16 be angry at Events ; 
B. I5S ^^^ ^b^y ^"^ anger heed not : but the man 
If. u Who best to each emergency ailapts 

His conduct, will assuredly act right. 



BUSIRIS (21) 

B. 1 No senrant is permitted to divulge 

^- ^ Truths that may hurt the interest of his Lord. 



GLAUCU5. 

'Tis grievous to endure a villain's pride. 

When daring miscreants prosperan the land. 
Such instances of wickedness with power 
Invested, make the virtuous soul despair. 

Alas ! bow niaiiy evils on the wane 
Of life .attend : nor can the aged man 
Cause Time to stay awhile bi» swift career. 

For a long life swarms with unnumbered woes. 



(SI) " Bmiris, Son of Ni*ptmie wid LynttOMBS DMghter of Epaphos* 
« was king of £gypt, and used to sacrifice foreignen at tfae altar of Jo- 
'< piter, tUl Hercntef, being dn«^ Uiither for diat puipoBe, bmtkk 
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DICTYS (22) 

As to my .soul was dear. — If I by Love 

Am caught, O may I never turn aside 

To foJly*s path, or the unchaste delights 

Of Venus : for a nobler Love is found 

By Heaven implanted in the buman breast 3^ ^ 

Inspiring justice, chastity, and truth: ^^ i 

And O that among all mankind, this usage 

Were 'stablish'd, for the virtuous to indulge 

A passion only for the noblest objects. 

Yet bid adieu to Veaus child Of Jove. 

Be of good cbeer : great is the strength of Justice. 

Young ; yet to labour was bia soul inur'd* 

A disposition to talk much, betrays 

The strongest symptoms of overbearing pride. 

Hadst thou not been most vtciousi, thou tby hom^ 
Ne'er hadst disdain'd, this r^ioQ to applaud* 
He judges not aright ia my opinion, 
Scorning his country, who a foreign land 
Extols, and in its manners takes delight, 

O thou old man, oonteiHl AOt with thy rulers ; 
For 'tis a law fro4i aotjent tiwe^ triuismitted» 
To honour those wbo bear sapreme coovOQPd, 

(S$) " The winds hvmg hone tbe wooden chest, in which Danai^ 
** and her mfiuit son Perseus were exposed on the sea, to the coast of 
« Seripfav, oneoflheCycfaidesilHctys^QrothertoPolydeetesKuigoC 
^ Uiat isfauidy took them up, and treated Aem with great humanity :' 
« voder his protection tiiey both conthmed, till Perseus^ Inmng attafaied 
« jeaii of n i a t ufi t y ^ went againit the Gorgons, and came back trinm- 
« pliant with MedQn*f head : at his retvni he Ibond his Mother and 
" Dictys driven for refhge to ttie altar by Polydeetea^ vtho was on the. 
^ point of ofiering nolence tft the honour of Danae > npon wliich he, 
« by diiplBymg the head of Medusa, ctefl«ed Polydectes into a stone^ 
<< and made Dictys king of the isbiid.* Afollooqrvs and Babm Ks. 
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To wholesome counsels Venus never yields^ 
B. 18 And the more violence you use^ tl^ more 
M. 6 Doth she resist; she then produces war. 

And hence is man^y a prosperous house overthrown* 

A Father ought with mildness to endure 

His Children's errors when they spring from Love; 

B. n Nor should the Sons condemn their amorous Sire, 

M« T For Love is an involuntary passion, 

A malady we seek uot : void of reason 

Is he who strives presumptuously to heal 

What Fate inflicts thro' HeavenV supreme decreet. 

There is one law which all mankiod obey^ 
Which I assert is common to the Gods 
And even savage beasts ; for every Mother 
To love her progeny; in other points 
We by our separate usagea are guided. 

Tho' you already have a race of sons 
B. 8S Grown up to full maturity ; new children 
M* 9 Would you beget, thro' a divided boose 

Causing inveterate enmityto spread. 

In praise of noble birth can I say little r 
The virtuous man I hold is truly noble; 
But the unjust, tho' he derive hia birth 
From an illustrious Sire, who in reDo#ni 
Exceeds e'en Jove, to me appears ignoble* 

How true, alas! this antient maxim proves; 
From a bad Father springs no virtuous Son. 

nimtetfs ^y wealth corrupted, ne*er may I become 
II, 1^ Abandoned, nor associate irith the wicked. 

A. Thou in abundant treasures should'st delight, 
B. 41 And not in these pursuits. 
M. Inc. 64 Q^ To heap up riches. 

And know no arts but those of gain, is base. 
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With indigDation oft have I beheld 

The virtuous man's resemblance to the wicked 

In the vain strife of words. Yet 'twere a thing ®' ** 

Not to be nam*d, nor e'er endur'd^ in silence 

To hear th' audacious miscreant's foul reproaches. 

Why would*st thou raise me up, when from my soul 
The memory of past wo^s is scarce effaced ? 

He who still loves to prate, is not aware 
How kMKthsome to his comrades sach a guest. 



ERECTHEUS. 

Thou, O my Son, didst rightly in proposing ** ^ 

Such questions, and to thee will I unfold ^* * 

(For thou art grown discreet, and wilt retain 

After my death the counsels of thy Sire) 

Maxims of virtue, which to youthftil minds 

May prove salubrious : much will I comprise 

In a few words ; 6rst keep thy temper mild. 

Give to the rich no preference, but behave 

To all good men with equal courtesy : 

If nrg*d at the same time by two affairs. 

Apply •thy mind to one of them, and leave 

The other. No ill*gotten wealth possess. 

If in thy mansions long thou hop^st to dwell^ 

Fur there is no reliance on that gold ^ 

Which thro* injustice enters our abodes : 

Yet must thou strive thy fortunes to improve, 

Because nobility attends the rich. 

And the espousals of illustrious dames 

To them belong : but *tis the poor man's lot, . 

Tho' wise^ to lead a life estranged from fame 

And from respect: make those thy friends, who spelJc 
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Their thonghtg with ^eedom^ and bar hak thy do€» 
'Gainst those wha suire thy fiwour to oblaia 
By al^ect flattery ; choose for tb} associates 
Thy seniors^ those licentious spirits loathe, 
Who shine then only when they raise load bufal» 
Of laughter: the delight which sinful pleasure 
Affords is short* But never, O uiy Son, 
When pciwer supreme is thine, addict tbyself 
To scandalous atnoujs. among the vulgiir : 
He wheis the sword against himself, he twi^e» 
The deadly noose, who of the virtuous poor 
Contaminates the children. Mor advance 
' The wicked to high honours in the city : 

For th^y when wealth abounds^ or they obtais 
A post of some avthority, elate 
M^hh unforeseen prosperity, grow wantot?. 
Now give thy Sire thy hand, and O ilarewelL 
But shame forbids me to prolong th' embrace. 
For an unmanly soul ill suits the wise. 

There's no i^flTf^qtioii VW excei^d what^childrfn 
Feel for th^iiv.^tofther; let^bis loye, ipyj^pf^ 
Deep in jqm ts.o4^x bosoms be implanted: 
For no att««^mfiii48iegual l^iodred ti^. 

We rather ought to follow honest gain 
Than plunder : for ouv riches, if acquirTd 
By lawless raeans^ can «e'er continue kuig. 

On a few fj^je^ds I rather would rely. 
Than lead a swarm o/ dastards to the field. 

No man who fights in a. di9b9Biest.c«#^ 
Returns witb.aaftty* Henee do,tb,it U?M9W 
A prudent Genera^, if the Qoda $^sept, 
To take up arm^ihiit »ol.90iNnAt ih^ir .wil}^ 

By toll, the bliss of mortals is encreas'd ; 

But a luxurious life, and abject fenr^ 

Or to ourselves or friends, no profit hrioga. 
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Aronnd my javelin let the. spider weave 

Her subtle threads;^ while I, grown old in peace. 

Attune the song> and on. my hoary head 

A verdant chaplet bind> the Thracian shield 

Suspending o'er the columns which adorn 

Minerva's temple, and with studious care 

Expound the mystic writings of the wise. 

But I assert, that they who nobly die 
Are more alive than he who but exists 
With infamy. 

To the small skiff be a large ship preferred 

But what's the worth of an adopted race i 
For nature's bounteous gifts in more esteem 
Than their vain semblances, we ought to hold. 

PRAXITQEA. 
He who with liberal soul showers down' his gifts. 
Is by mankind held dear; but they whose bounty^ 
Tho' not refus'd, comes slowly, are esteemed 
By far less generous. Here I stand resolv'd* 
My dearest Daughter to surrender up 
To death : by various motives am I urg'd ;. 
For first of all, no city that deserves 
To be preferred to this, can i e'er find ; 
What's most essential, we who people it 
Were not transplanted hither, (23) bbt the soil 
On which we tread, produc'd us: other states 
Change like the rolling die, and still collect 
Fresh denizens from every various land. 

(tS) la AthflDB Hob language was not flie tiere fonittb oi Poetry ; 
Imt OratoiB, and even Plittosophen, eKpressed themsdyes in. m high a 
strain relatiTe to the antiquity of Uieir ooontrymen ; the following passage 
horn a diakigae of Plato, called Menexeaaay being couched in nearly 
the flame tenns :-^T% T tuym^ it^vm xni^» tv^ h n tm v^^yat w^/mnQ mc 

n, V. «, p. i9r^ 
VOL. III. A A 
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Bat he who roaming from his tative cicj 

Dwells in another, like a beam unsound 

Splic*d to support the edifice^ in name 

But not in deed becomes a citizen* 

(24) Yet, O my friends, if this superfluous boast 

May be allow 'd, ours is a temperate clime 

Where neither beat nor wintry cold prevails. 

Pleased with the products of our dative soil^ 

.We search not after any luxury Greece ~^ 

Or Asia yields. A race of vaUant sols 

We bear, the ahars of our Gods to guard. 

And guard our country. By one name alone 

This city is distinguish'd, tho' the laws 

Establish'd here are numerous. With what jurtice 

Can I break thro' all these, when 'tis my duty 

To yield up one who is ovdain'd to die 

For many f if I count them, from the greater 

DistiDguishiog the less, one single bouse 

Can ne'er transcend, ne'er rival the whole state. 

But were mj house supported in the stead 

Of female issue, bgr a valiant Son, 

Should I have scrupled^ if the flames of war 

Had caught our city, to have sent him forth 

To battle, from a fear ]e^t he might bleed i 

O may my Children fight, may they ol^ain 

Fame among meo^ nor empty ahf^owsprove^ 

Born to no pqrpose^ useless in the state. 

Yet have the tears of the fond Mother, parting 

From her beloved Sons, caus'd many youths. 

Entering the field of battle, to become 

(34) Five linei of the original whicb we. here luerted In Dr. ^oi. 
graved edttkni, idiich I have followed in the arrangeacnt of l^iem, aie 
phiced by Barnes among the Trage^ ¥fho6e napieB i^ uvKuoiigq, tk 
410; though he observes, in a note^ that they appear to beloiig to 
Erectheos ; and Phittrcfa, in bil Treatise on Exile, from vrhence b^ 
cites them, has sabjoined them to some of the foniD^r part of this lyaeh 
of Pnadtbea, the Wife of that MoDvdk 
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Effeminate. Those Women I detest 

Who to the honour of their Sons prefer 

Their lives, and counsel them to act like dastards. 

In battle bad my progeny expir'd, 

They had obtained sepulchral rites, and fame 

In common with full many ; but a wreath * • 

Peculiar to herself shall crown my Daughter, 

Who singly bleeds a victim for this city. 

To rescue me her Mother, rescue thee. 

And her two Sisters. Is not each of these 

A cause for her to lay down life with joy i 

My Daughter, her who by no right was mine. 

Except my having borne her, will I give 

To save my country. Should this town be taken. 

What benefit, alas! should I receive 

From all my children ? but this nation now 

Shall thro' my means be sav'd : let others rule, 

While I am the protectress of my country. 

But as for what regards the public weal. 

With my consent shall no man ever change 

Those usages our ancestors held sacred; 

Nor shall Eumolpus and the troops of Thrace 

Overthrow that sculptur'd Trident which is fix'd 

Close to the Gorgon, wrought in massive gold 

On the foundation of our walls ; no wreath 

Of laurel shall adorn th' invader's brow. 

For you, O cj|^zens, my womb was fruitful ; 

May ye escape and conquer : for to save 

My dearest Athens, cannot I refuse 

One single life thus claim'd. Ah, would to Heaven, 

My country, thy inhabitants all lov'd thee 

As I do, in thy precincts should we dwell 

Happy ourselves, nor coi:^d affliction reach thee. 

I know not how to form a just opinion 
Of Shame; for there are seasons when *tis needful, f: "• 
M others it becomes man's greatest curse. * 

A A 2 
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g ^j^ They sleep oa the bare ground, 

M. 13 Nor ever lave their feet in the cool spring. 

M. 14 Borne safe by thee to th' iCtbiopian land. 



EURYSTHEUS. 

This cannot be, («5) Old Man, let not vain fear 
Disturb thee, all those images, the hand 
Of Dtfsdalus hath wrought, appear endued 
With motion and with sight, so great his skill. 

Such is the duty of a faithful Servant, 
Who's bouud to keep the secrets of his Lord. 

Men, without reason, scruple to beget 
A spurious race : for no reproachful name 
Can change the disposition of that youth 
Whom nature fashioned virtuous at his birth. 

Now, the possessor of a wealthy house. 
From men devoid of virtue, but with power 
Invested, the first honours doth obtain : 
For we less value brave icxploits than gold. 

I know not in what balance we must poise 
Human affairs, and learn to act with wisdom. 

But with his sable falchion, like the ears 
Of i)earded grain, he mow'd ihem all away. 

Me to the realms of Orcus wilt thou send 
Before my death : and well I know the goal 
To which I must direct my swift career. 

(25) The history and fate of EurysUieos are sofficieDt^ iUostnted by 
the Tragedy of Euripides, entiUed the HeracUdse, or Children of Her- 
coles. The pieoe before ub appears, from the argnment prefixed by 
Bwnea, to have been of the Satyric species. Dr. Mosgrave supposes 
these lines to be spoken by Enrystheus to the Old Mao, inteply tothe 
latter, who asserted that Jie had seen Hercoles after his descent into the 
infernal regions. 
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THESEUS- 

BfiTTSB than gold, and all the vain delights 

Which wealth can yield, is the society 

Of men endued with justice and with virtue* 

He who is poor and valiant, will not bear 
The stings of want, but with rapacious hand 
Seizes on the possessions of the rich. 

(2()) 
A mingled species, whose portentous birth 
Resembles nought e'er seen before; the Bull 
Is thus confounded with the human race. 

(87) Taught bj a prudent man, I in my soul 

Each possible calamity revolv'd. 

Supposed myself an exile from my country. 

Or that untimely death had torn away n^ ^^ 

Those whom I lov'd, thro' each ideal path h. 4 

or sorrow wandering; that whene'er I suffer 

What i have long expected, my distress 

May not become more poignant thro' surprise. 

If from this day I dated all my grief, 

Had I ne'er known till now such tedious voyage 

Upon the waves of misery, like a colt B. St 

New to the yoke, when he the galling rein ^ ^^\&r^^ 

Endures for the first time, I might have winced: 

But now am I grown callous thro' afBiction. 

Plac'd on the verge of Europe's wide domain. ' 



B. sr 
M. 



(S6) Tbirteen lines of the origina], containing (according to Athensus, 
by wbom they are preserved) a desciiption, by an illiterate Shepherd, of 
the letters which eoiwtitnte Ui^ name of Tbesens in the Greek, are here 
omitted, as by no means calculated for an Engliah translation. The 
three lines B. S4-^6. M. 1. are thrown oot on account of the disgusl- 
fhl iBHige they present to the reader. 

(27) ^ Didiceret Theseos a sapiente qnodam» hoc est ab A.naxagoni 
^ Eoripides." Philelfi Coofohtio ad MarceUmn, p. ir.fbl. Romse I47i. 
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THYESTES. 

Iv riches fail^ ignobly ma^ t thoo wed : 

For tho' men praise illustrious birth, they seek 

To fortn alliances with those who prosper. 

Sprung from a human Father, if thou hope 
To live exempt from toil, thou art a fool. 

B. Adden- That love alone which kindred ties produce, 
p%J^* Is prompt to succour our aiBicted friends. 

If there.are falshoods which delude mankind 
M 3 ^7 '^ persuasive language, 'tis but just 

On th' other hand to think that many things> 
Which seem to us incredible^ are truths. 



I NO- 

O TE, my dearest comrades, would to Heaven ' 
'^'daJ^S That it were possible for me to dwell 
p.6S. As erst beneath the roofs of Athamas, 
^* ' And to recall the deeds I have committed. 

B. be. 428 3y^ jjj^»g f^^^ which long hath slept, now wakes* 

H ^ F^ll many, by their boldness, strive to cast 
^ 5 Over their shame a veil, and hide their crimes. 

Gain honours now, ye wicked men, by force, 
^ 3 Ransack each corner of the world for gold, 
M. 4 Confounding right and wrong : ye at the last 

Shall reap the harvest of your vile misdeeds. 

^^ ^ What luckless Mother bore, what Sire begot 
U. 5 EeJX^ that hateful bane to man f where dwells she. 
And in what members of our frame^ the bands. 
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Entrails, or eyes? great were their skill in medicine. 
Who by incision, by salubrious draughts. 
Or any drugs whatever, can remove 
That malady most baleful to mankind* 

The laws respecting women were ordain*d 

Unwisely. For the number of the wives 

The rich man is allowM to take, should bear 

Proportion to his fortune; from his house 

The bad he thus might banish, and retain B, is 

The good to make him happy. But their views ^' '^ 

Men now confine to one, and cast a die 

Most hazardous. For tho* they have not tried 

What are her morals, they a consort take. 

And think such props their mansion will sustain. 

How much more wretched are the female sex 
Than men ; in virtuous deeds left far behind. 
And liable more frequently to sin I 

Ah, wretched state of mortals, O ye souls 
Of women, wrought in an imj>erfect mold : 
To us how great a pest doth Venus prove ! 

Such an attendant ought we to allow 

The matron, as without restraint will speak 

Whatever justice dictates, but abhor 

£ach foul transgression which her eyes behold* 

O let us spare the man of worth, but treat 
The wicked with that scorn his crimes deserve. 

From their illustrious bjrth, great hopes we forn^ 
That they shall wield the sceptre of this land. 

Full many choose the Nymph, who, tho' devoid 
Of beauty, from a noble lineage springs. 
To be tlie Mother of their future Sons, 
Whose good they thus consult, and in a Wife 
Prefer exalted rank to abject gold. 
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900 FRAGMENTS. 

Whate'er it is thy cbty to cooceal 
Lei no man know : for with a little torch 
B. 14 Moj Ida's forest easily be fir'd : . 
And if to one a secret thou reveiil. 
It soon will b^ divulg'd thro' the whole city. 

(28) INO. 

All that behoves a noble dame, full well 
I understand ; strict silence can observe^ 
B, 4^ When 'tis my duty ; and when safe, can speak ^ 
M. 14 See, or am blind, as suits me best ; controul 
/ My appetite ; and tho' 1 now am wretched, 
A liberal edjucation have received. 

Procure thy fortune by some honest means. 
Avoid reproach, thy little pittance keep, 

B. 46 Observing still the rigid laws of justice : 

•M. 16 Nor imitate the folly of that sailor. 

Who, having proved successful once, at last 
Lost all he had by venturing after more. 

Thou see'st, how little shakes the Kings, whose power 
Hath long been 'stablish'd, how a single day 
Casts one man from his envied height, and lifts 
Another up. For wealth hath wings, and them 
Who erst were rich, ffom their presupuptuou^ hopes 
Fallen low, and prostrate in the dust, I view. 

O Queen ^ the woes of many men are present. 
Of some just ceas'd, and those again of qth^rs 
With danger menace them : earth's foo^ful pifiifts, 
And th' human race proceed in the same circle ; 
Some flourish, others waste in slow decay. 
Or by the scythe are instantly mown down. 

Thro' life the wise are bound to cherish hope. 

(28) Valkemer supposes tliis speech of Ino to be in answer to that 
^ich I have placed immediately before it; they are at a considerable 
distance from each other both in the editions of Barnes and Dr. Mos- 
grayc. 
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When thou art prosperous, keep a steady reiuj 
And in thy woes auspicious hope^ preserve. 

/ Thou art a man ; ah frown not on the wretched. 

There is no better medicine for the grief 
Of man^ than counsel from a virtuous friend ; 
But if the wretch whom this disease affects. 
In solitude would rouse or calm his soul, 
Tho' for the present moment he forget 
His cares^ to-morrow utters double groans. 

Observe the fate of mortals, nor repine 
Beyond all measure ; for not thou alone 
Art to severe affliction left expos'd. 

Beneath those deep sunk caves, without a torcb^ ^^ ^ 

Residing like some solitary beast. M. M 
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By those who wander o*er the briny deep 
She's caird Leucothea, and her son obtains 
The sailor's worship by Palsemon's name. 



3. Adden. 
da, p. 5S0. 



I X I O N. 

Assume the semblance of a virtuous man. 
But act like him who scruples nought for gain. 

Because the man whom nature with the love 
Of gold inspires, from justice is estrang'd 
Both in bis thoughts and wishes, to his friends 
Unfaithful, and a traitor to his country. 

The greatest obstacles may be subdued 

By courage ; for no throne was e'er establish'd, 

Ho family ennobled, but thro' toil. 

Ixion Son of Phlegyas mighty King. H. 
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HIPPOLYTUS^ VEILED. 

AtTfivia BIpiMlHiiiB secretit almii raoondit 
Sedibua, Se nymplue JEgetim, nemoriqiie relegate 
Solus ubi in sylTis lUdb ignobilis evum 
'kadgBtttf ▼enoque nbi nomM ViHnos OMt 

Virgil. 



HippoLYTus, thrice happy youth, 

Kenown'd for chastity and tratby 
B» 1 What wreaths of fame are thine ! on earth 

If. 18 Great is the power of real worth : 

Id life's beginning, or its end. 

On piety rewards attend. 

^ ^ When two men speak, if one of them be angry, 
■ **"■ He is most wise who ceases to contend. 
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But I pronounce, that in severe distress 
No greater reverence can the Laws demand 
Than stern Necessity. 

O sacred Modesty, I would to Heaven 

That thou in all mankind hadst been implanted. 

And banish'd from the soul each thought impure. 

Fortune bestows not on the virtnoos man 

Her choicest gifts ; the bold, and they whose arm 

Is with superior strength endued, seize all. 

They who too scornfully reject the gifts 

Of Venus, are as blameable as they 

Who with immoderate eagerness pursue them. 

But I have him who teaches real courage. 
Whom snares inexplicable cannot hold, 
E'en LovCj the most resistless of the Gods. ' 
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fRAOptffiNTS. , S63 

In (£9) just requital for the flame he stole, 
i^Qother flame more hard to be subdued^ 
Woman, burst forth. 

CHORUS. 
O Theseus, I advise yov to consider 
What is the be^ expedient,, nor rely 
On woman, tho' perchance she utter truth. 

Alas, alas, that facts themsrlv^s can utter 
No sound articalate to^homan ears. 
Then could no speciou's orator avaai ; 
But now by fluent sj^ches men disguise 
The clearest truth, and winning art misleads 
Our judgement. 

Among the bulk of mortals have I seen 
Prosperity beget unseemly prida. 

From riches pride or avarice ever spring. 

Preposterous love and hatred are the same, 

THESEUS. 
Bright Ether, and thou sacred Lamp of Day, 
How grateful is your aspect to the blest, M* i* 

And e'en to those who like myself aire wretched. 

Here have the Gods unrighteously determined. m. %$ 

(29) Ad annaion, .as Dr. Hiugiave observei in his Dote, to the paeiage 
in Hesiod, wbere Jnpiter tiireatens Promethens with vei^peance^ for 
InTmg stoleu tbe flame from Heaven, and Uierewith introduces tiif 
arden lie gives VnlcaD to forai Woman. 

IVif J* t^ Wft ovpp Jnivw SfosMV^ ^ Xiv omnlliC 

Opera & dies, t. 56. 

But tiioatoo late shalt find Hie triwaph vain, 

And read the fofly in sacceeding pain ; 

Posterity the sad effects shall know, 

When in pnrsmt of joy they grasp «hek woe. Cooke. 
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564 FRAGMENTS. 

M. 13 Yon ought to undergo the punishment 

^171* *** Due to those crimes with which. you falsely charge me. 

H«itfa,ib. An useleis image did his soa beget. 



CADMUS. 

Above us are the Heav^nd^ the ancient seat 
M. 1 Of the immortal Powers ; this twiddle space 

'TwixtHeaven andEarth by some hath been cairdChaof* 

Ah me ! already am I half transformed 
Into a Serpent, O, my Son, embrace 
All that remains of your unhappy Sire, 



M. Inc. 166 
Valk. p. n 



CRESPHONTES. 

^ 1 But in th' infernal regions if he dwell 

**• ^ Among the dead, he now hath lost his po\|er« 

MEROPE, 

Not I alone bewail my Children's death 
^' ^ And widow'd couc)i, but there are many dames 
*** ^ Whose life, like mine, hath been one scene of woe. 

MEROPE. 

If, as thou say'st, my Husband meant to slay thee. 
Yet art thou bound to sheathe thy vengeful blade 
Until that time arrive when be resolv'd 
To have accomplished his inhuman purpose. 

Tho* Fortune took away whate'er my soul 

Held dear, she in return bequenth'd me wisdom. 

In this respect, like all the world beside. 
Am I, nor blush to owp I love myself 
Better than others. 
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First in the eyes ingenuous shame is seen. ^* ^^ 

O Peace, with smiling, plenty gay. 

Most lovely of th' immortal train. 

For thee^ alas, I ^gh in vain, 

Impatient thro' thy long delay. , • 

At length this feeble frame opprest 

By toil, and age unwelcome guest. 

Will sink, I fear, into the tomb. 

Ere I behold thy graceful, bloom, 

And listen* to the tuneful song, ^* ^^ 

While, crown'd with flowers, thy choral throng ^* 

Are at the festive banquet seen* 

Visit this city, awefiil Queen, 

And from our blest abodes repell 

Sedition, loathsome child of Hell. 

Let Discord too thy vengeance feel, 

Who brandishes the pointed steel. 

The only gains which ought to be pursu'd B. . f6 

By man, are those whence no repentance springs. ^- ^ 

CoUectitig all our friends, we should bewail 

The new-born child who comes into a world 

Where mischiefs swarm around him : but bear forth ** ** 

Amidst rejoicings and auspicious songs. 

Him who is dead, and ceases from his toiU 

The race of fruitful Niobe, twice seven "; ^^^ 

w, p* 530.* 

In number, by the shafts of Phoebus died. ^ 2 

A (30) large extent of country, which with ease 
Cannot be till'd^ for by steep mountains girt 

• 
(30) The coimtTy spoken of in this paragraph is said, by Strabo, from 
whom Dr. Mtufrave has extracted his accoant, to be Sparta, and that 
in the next, Meflsenia : these legions were sitnated in the Sonth and 
Sontb-East parts of the Peloponesos ; the ^ve smaller passages firom 
the same amfatM-, whieh immedrntely follow these in Dr. Mnsgrave's 
edition, I luive omitted, as contahung nothing which cnuTd render 
them acceptable to the English reader. 
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Are all its vallies : on this rugged soil 
No fierce invader's foot presumes to tread. 

Productive of hsuriant grain^ refresh'd 
By streams unnumber'd, by its Herds of kine 
^* And fleecy sheep distiiiguish'd : from the blasts 
Of freezing wiater sheltered, nor exposed 
To the immoderate beams of torrid suns* 



THE CRETAN VIItGtKS.. 

Why (31) with such care should ^e select a Wife, 
When they who have been educated welt 
B. Alope 5 Bring greater shame uponf their house, than they 
Whose childhood by their Parents was neglected? 

My yoothfal follies ere I lay aside. 
And listen to austerer reston's voice. 

Thou never canst be blest, if thou refuse 
To toil : for sloth in a young man is base. 

What (32) lacks the festive board, or with what viand 
Is it not loaded? plenty of all food 

(31) This pMsage, iiiserted by Barnes in hb Alope, t.S, it, as Mos- 
Srave observes in bis note, taken ftom Stobftqi^ lUt 74^ vnI tbeiv iir 
the marpn of Orotiiis's edition, p. 310, aid to bekms tn tbe iEmpe of 
mripides, wiiicb in both Barnes and Musgnive is called CressK, from 
its Oionis consisting of Cretan viipns : bat Dr. MnsgiaMv after point- 
iag out their right place, has, through inadTertency, entirely omitted 
these Tencs in his edition. 

(3«) The line, Ju ^^fu mtg ^^tfiUc crofnij^pi, whidi Banes, Oar- 
melli, and Dr. Mnsgrtre, have all retaioed, as tfa0 isiniiiw rmrmt 
of this pawagc, is the 4S6th line of HippolilywJa ^ Jss^aad the 4Aifli 
in the last of those editions, aad appean to hare so lilUe cfauBS to a re- 
petition in this pUre, that I hare made no sc^lo of omiMi^g it : in the 
next passage tijey have all three oonoluded viiHi tfcsee linea fiwmihe 
Electra, V. 1097, ed. Barnes, and 1104, Maagrave, md tskea jbo 
notice in their comments of such r^etitioD. 
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That the ^as furnish, tender veal, the gooj^i 
Rich cakes and honied caudle are at hand. 

Now wed, then perish by the venom'd bowl. 
Or stratagems of thy perfidious Consort. 

This truth from long experience well I know, 
AH cultivate the friendship of the rich. 

When foul reproach attends our evil fortunes, 
Tis terrible indeed: yet4f our doom 
Be thus severe, we ought to cast a veil 
Over our shame, nor idly publish it^ 
Which would but raise the laughter of our foes. 

Indulge thy genius o^er the circling bowl. 

Death shall decide our stAfe ere I w91 yield. 

ATRCUS. 
By shewing in what mode the stars perform 
Their retrograde career, I sav*d the people. 
And hence am seated on th' imperial throne. 



THE CRETAN PRIESTS. 

But, O ye Cretans, Ida's sacred race, B. % 

Snatch up your bows and hasten to my aid. BL i 

CHKHtCS fa Mntot. 
Spm^ from Phoenicia's royal line. 
Son of Europa Nymph divine. 
And mighty Jove, thy envied reign 
O'er Credte extending, whose domain 
Is with an hundred cities crown'd— — - 
I leave yon consecrated ground, 
Yon fane, whose beams, the artist's toil. 
With cypress rooted from the soil^ 
Hath fiMhion'd. In the mystic ritea 
Inkiated, Kfe's best Mighta 
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I place in Chastity .alone, 

Midst Night's dread orgies wont to rove. 

The priest of Zagreus (35) and of Jove ; 

Feasts of crude flesh I now decline. 

And wave aloof the blazing pine 

To Cybele, nor fear to claim 

Her own Curetes' haliow'd name; 

Clad in a snowy vest 1 fly 

Farirom the the throes of pregnancy. 

Never amidst the tombs intrude. 

And slay no animal for food. 



LAMIA (34). 

B. 1 Who knows not Lamia*s name thro' all the world 
M. 1 lUustMOUs, tho' in Libyan deserts born i 
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LICYMNIUS. 

Simple, and tinadorn'd, for great exploits 
Renowned, a man whose wisdom is display'd 
In deeds alone, unskilful in harangues. 

Toil, they assertf is Father of Renown. 
Teuthrantium, pride of Mysia's blest domain. 



(SS) '* Zagreus was the oiigiiial Bacchus, and long prior to the Son of 
^< Semele ; he sprangy according to the poets, from Jnpiter and Proser- 
** pine, and signified beer, which is composed of com and lain water, 
<^ as Baochos means wine. Nomms introduces an account of the 
<< birth of Zagreus towards the close of the fifth bookof hbDionyaaca. 
•< Zagreus was also a name given to Bacchus at his sacred rites, as is 
^ evident from the hymns of Orpheus.** 

(34) See Pausanias, ed. Kuhnii, p. 8t5. Lamia is there called the 
daughter of {Neptune, and said to be the first female who prophesied. 
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Mighty King, b. Addcii- 

Whom laureat wreaths delight, O Bacchus, Paean, ^* P'^^^- 
Apollo skiird in the persuasive Iyre« 



B. 
M. 



6. 4 
M. SO 



MELANIPPE. 

JovB, as he's truly calPd, was Hellen's Sire/ 

Whoe'er Jove be, for I of him know nought b. 

Except what I have heard. M. 

Many there al-e who for the sake of mirth 

Indulge facetious satir^ : but I loathe 

Those sons of laughter, whose unbridled tongues 

Insult the wise ; they ought not to be numbered 

'Mong men, altho' we smile at their conceits : 

Yet have they houses of their own, and lodge 

In ponderous chests the treasures they have gain'd. 

But (35) of her virgin honour when hereft, ^^ ^ 

If she expos'd her Sons, because she fear'd M. «» 

Her Father's anger, wilt thon murder them f 

Not I, but my sagacious Mother taught. 

That Heaven and Earth at first were intermingled/ 

And wore one' form, but when they from each other 

Were separated, they to all things gave , _ ^ 

A birth, and into light produc'd treer, bh-ds. 

Beasts of the forest, fishes in the waves 

OP ocean nourish'd, with man's nobler race. 

(35) The tsath Fable df Hygbias contiiiis the history on which this 
Tragedy ii snppoied to be fonnded. Dionysius Haficfunassewis, from 
whom tiie three ImeB cootamed in this paragraph are cited by the editors 
of Euripides, speaks of them as part of the eiqiostalation of Mehmippe 
with her Father, whose name it seems was Desnfltaites, on his intention 
of destroying the Sons she had borne in conse<|neiM^ of her amoar with 
Neptune : but they rather seem to be spoken by the Choms, pteadlng 
with Desfflontes in fiivoor of his Dangfater and her Children. 
VOL. III. B B 
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370 FRAGMENTS- 

Think ye that crimes are boroe on rapid wings 
Up lo ihe Gods> and wri|ten in the tablets (36) 
OfJove, that he examines theoiy and thence 
Bi 19 Distributes justice? not the Heavens themselves 
M. 3 Were large enough to bold all man's misdeeds^ 
IF by the God transcrib'd, nor can he mark , 
And punish individuals. But here dwells 
Justice amongst us^ would ye but bebotd her. 

The slothful citizen is void of worth. 

Heavens ! what a man ! he's young and yet morose. 

The name he bears will to a virtuous Slave 
Be of no prejudice ; for there are many 
I Q that low station who excel the Free. 

Than an abandoned Woman is there nought 

More worthless^ and no merit can exceed 

The virtuous Dame's ; so different are their natures. 

Hard is the tot of the whole female race^ 
Expos'd to hate : for they who have transgress'd^ 
Unto the virtuous tiieir reproach transmit^ 
And to the chaste th' unchaste ; hence men bielieve 
We all are faithless to the nuptial vow. 

The man who wooes a damsel not ordain'd 
To be his bride, exerts a fruitless toil ; 

(36) Pacatusy in his Panegvric on the Emperor Theodosiio, seems to 
h&ye availed himself of this tbongfat, n a vehicle for that fulsome adnla- 
tion, which distingoiahes the writers who lived, not only during the 
decKne, but at every period of the Roman Empire ;«-<' Ut illi Mijestatis 
tux participi Deo fenintnr assistere Fata cum Tahuhs ; sic tibi aliqna vis 
divina sobiervit, que qnod dixeris scribat et fliig||;enif;'* Punegyrici 
Vet. p. Si5. £d Delpii. Paris 1676. Theodoshis r^ed towards the 
close of the fourth oentniy, and his name b enrolled andag tlie Chris- 
tian Enqperors; bat sorely this invereion of making tlie Supreme Being 
his Partner in the imperial dignity, is a strain beyond what Pigan miers 
were accustomed to hear of tfaenuwlves, when compared with Jupiter. 
La Sanne the Editor considers it as donhtlhl whether Pacatos was a 
Christian or a Pagan ; but the works oi such sycophants may he consi- 
dered as a disgrRO to Religion as well w to literature. 
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Bot she whom for his arms the Fates reserve^ 
Comes to his house tho' unsolUcited. 

Sure they who wed the Dame of noble birlh 
Or large possessions^ make a foolish choice : 
For when a Woman's interest in the house 
Prevails, the Husband must become a slave. 
And lose his freedom : bought avails the wealth 
Which he by wedlock gains, for a divorce 
I^s then -not easy. 

A Wife select d from the middle rank, 
Discreet and virtuous, is the greatest blessing 
Heaven can bestow, or favour'd man obtain. 

Except (87) my Mother, I all women hate. 

Of his egregious folly would I warii 
The^an who, lacking children of his own. 
Into his house admits the stranger's race, 
And strives to alter Fate's supreme decrees. 
For he to whom Heaven grants no issue, ought 
To rest content, nor murmur 'gainst the Gods. 

Hard is the lot of any gentle youth 
Subject to a morose and churlish Sire* 

Indeed I know not in what Ught w^ ought 
To view Nobility. For I pronounce 
That they who are endued with manly courage^ 
And just, tho' they from servile Parents spring. 
Possess what empty titles cannot give. 

(S7) '' Vnm tUi and odier like aeutaices, besides his introdndiig oa 
^ tlie stage mniy hariots, adnltressesy sorceresseSy and women who 
^ moidered iMr knsbands, as Clytenttieatra, Helen, Flnodra, Pasipliaef 
^ Medea, JErape^ and 8tlMiiob«ea, EmipideswascaUedby^tfaeantientv 
^ the Woman-Hater : Irat he gained tfaii epithet only among the unleam< 
<' ed ; for others acknowledged the candour of the poet, and that, 99 
** often as the sntject required, he bestowed abundant praises on the 
<^ sex, and exhibited excellent viifms and heroines, faithful, chaste, 
*^ intrepid, and win^ as Aloestis, Evadne, I|4iif8ma, £leGt^^ Polyxena/ 
*^ Andromache, aodMacaria." Barnss« 
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S7^ FRAGMENTS. 

Full many men there are who, O my Son, 
Thrive in the temperate clime of humbler life; 
But pomp is the forerunner of destruction. 

Him I prononnce a wise and temperate m'an 

Who huti) learnt how to bear each change of Fortune. 

70 Yours 16 the case of many, not content 
M.loceru, With what they have, but grasping after more. 
To their own folly they their ruin owe. 

TJiis is an ancient saying : young men*3 actions. 
But hoary veterans* counsels, bear the prize. 

^^'hat*s an old man, but a mere voice and shadow i 

Why wilt thou not permit the dead to rost 
Beneath the silent tomb, ah, why renew 
The streams of tears thou hast already shed ? 

It is impossible they who commit 
]Vf. 25 ^ ^^^^ ^^ infamy should lie conceaPd : 

For Time sees all things with his piercing eyes. 

First, by unerring oracles, to man 
\^^i The mystic will of Heaven did she unfold, 
M« 2/ Drawn from the aspect of the rising stars. 



MELEAGER. 
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Cencesut in iraa 
Ipse Deam antiqiiain gcnitor Calydona Dknae. 



Virgil. 



B. Add. p. XwM (38) spot is Calydon, from Pelops'. laud 
Melao- Severed by friths, with plenteous harvests blest, 
ippe,78 O'er these ^tolian regions Ociieus rules. 



521 & 

MeUw 

ippe,7 

M. 1 



(38) TMs passage, of which oii1>' the first and two last 
Barnes, is collected in its present form by Dr. Miisgrave. The pasiage 
in regard to Tydeos devouring the bead of Melaaippin, B.3. M. 18* 
vvMy I tboughtt best omitted. 
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fragments: 37^ 

Portbaon's Son^ his Consoit was Althaea, 
Sister of Ledvt, Thestius' lovely Daughter. 

The King, whjBii he had je«ip'cl th* exuberant grain^ 

And bis first fruits presentee} to the Gods, ®* ^ 

No victim on Diana did bp9tow. 

Attentive to the present state, thou seest 
How thou my evil fortunes liast assuag'd* 

In his right hand an iron mace he bore. 

But Meleager is the name thou bear'st, ^^ 

Dooiw'd to pursue an inauspicious prey. 

Cowards have no pretension to he number*d 
In battle ; they^ tho' near at hand, are absent. 

How great a comfort is it to the slave. 
To find a virtuous master, and the piaster 
Is also happy in a faithful slav^. 

If e'er I enter on the wedded state, 

(Which Heaven forefend 1) ipy mansions to acjorn. 

May I beget a valiant rjace, with nerves ^ 

Strung by assiduous labour ; for the Sons 

Whose Sire and Mother both have been inur'd 

To lead a hardy life, are most courageous. 

I therefore judg'd, tha): to a virtuous mate, 

A worthless Consort, if in wedlock join'd. 

Could ne'er bring forth a noble progeny. . ^' 

But if each parent glow with patriot zeal, 

From them heroic children must descend. 

A golden Eagle deck'd the massive shield 

Of Telamon, which dauntless he oppas'd 

To the fierce Savage ; yvith the clustering vine »• 19 

His brows he girt, this warrior was the pride* ^'* ^ 

Of happy Salamis his native land : 

Hated by Venus, from th' Arcadian fields 
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Came Atalanta, with her hounds, her bow. 
And biting axe^ in an embroider'd vest 
The (39) Sons of Thestius followed her, all bare 
Was their left foot, their right in sandals clad. 
That they with greater ease might bend the knee; 
Such is the usage of £tolian youths. 

If man should wield a shuttle, while the love 
Of arms invaded every female breast; 
Thro' such^absurd desertion of th' ^mpioymiints 
li'hey understand, both sexes would prove worthless. 

The virtuous Dame remains at home : but she 
Who ranges ipuch abroad is yoid of merit 

These are the host possessions, O my Mother, 
And far beyond all wealth which takes its flight 
B. 55 On rapid \ying8 ; because a virtuons race 
M. 13 Of Children are a treasure to their house. 

In them the Parents find their youth renew'd. 
And fame transmitted to each distant age. 

Two blessings only, thou with all thy gold 
'M' 14 Canst never buy, a generous s6ul and valour: 

From the deformed tho* beauteous children spring. 
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B. 43 



Be courteous to the living : for the dead 
j^*^ ^^ Are but mere dust and shadows, they arose 
From nothing, and lo nothing are reduce. 



B. 45 Alas ! how soon doth Jove overthrow the prosperous I 

M. 16 

Svveet is the light to me, but none who view'd 
^ *^ The dreary realms of Pluto e'er return'd 
VaUt.p.24o ^^^^ ^^^^ upper world : I who derive 

(39) "^ The two Brothers of Althaea, MdaigerlB Motiier ; tkeir i 
<* according to Pausanias were Prothom and Cametei; but Ovid calt 
'* them Toxeos and Plcxippua. This account of those who SBMmbled 
** at Uie hanting of Uie Caledonian boar, is preserved in the Saturnalia 
^ of Macrobhis, L. 5, c. 18." Barnes. 
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My birth from an illustrious house, abhor 

The griesly tyrant Death, instead of wisbiug 

For his approacli. Than life there's nought more precious^ 

Here shines the sun, 'tis darkness all beneath. 

Venus is partial to the midnight gloom : b. fs 

Bat day's broad glare constrains us to be wise. M. ss 

Grant me, O Jove, yon furious Boar to slay. M. 23 



OEDIPUS. 

(40) 
By fate is it ojrdftin'd that man ihall reap 
The bitter harvest of his wicked schemes. 

In the same ruin, Envy, which perverts 
The souls of many, hath involved us both. 

Which is most useful, wisdom void of courage, 
Or boldness joined with folly ? tho' perverse, 
TkU guards us from our foes, that causes peace : 
But there in both lurks somewhat most unsound* 

Tho' Love b6 one, the joys which he bestows 
Are various; some indulge a guilty passion, 
-And others a more honourable flame: 

But that liove only which his votaries leads Jjj[^ ^5 

To chastity and virtue, is the Love 
Man should desire ; may I be one of those 
Who to the God such purer homage yield. 

(40) The two fines, winch in Barnes stand at the begiudng of this 
piece, are already inserted as the first sentence of tlie Antigone : the 
four next lines are rej^tcd by Valkenaer and Heath, who cousidct 
them only as the wOfds of 'the Scholiast on the PhcunUsae, v. 61. The 
line B, 3«, is, by Stobarus, Tit. 73, ascribed to an unknown writer, and 
not to Enripides. 
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Not ia pale silver only and in gold 

Consists man's wealth : but virtue is a treasure 

Of general use, and plac'd within our reach. 

The disp9t9ition ought to be observ'd ; 

For lovely features are of no avail 

When they but serve to hide a tainted heart. 

Sufficient empire is it for a man 

To have a Wife and Children : I pronounce 

That his calamities who loses these, 

la equal to the exile's who is reft 

Of all his fortunes. For the best possession 

Bestow'd on mortals is a virtuous Consort. 

Her Lord's behest each virtuous Dame obeys; 
But the unchaste thro' folly scorns her Husband. 

There's nought so hard to be subdued as Woman. 

Inferior to her J-ord is every Wife, 

Tho' a mean Peasant wed the noblest Dame. 

Full many revolutions in our life 

And fortune; Jove hath cans'd : but this one day 

To thee is with unnumber'd changes fraught. 

The making our misfortunes known to all, 
Is foolish ; th^ concealing them, discreet. 

From bliss unhop*d for, man receives a joy 
Much greater than from that which he expected. 

(40 But on the ground when we had thro^^n the Son 
Of Polybus, we of his eyps bereft him. 

(41) In tliSs paflflage, which m dted by the Scbolkst on the Phcemsss, 
EttfipideB contradicts both himself an4 Sophocles, in repraseoting the 
eyes of Oedipus as being put out by the servants of Laius, i$iio no doubt 
considered him as the rea| son of Polybus who had educated bun. VaSke- 
naer edioes Heath in representing Barnes as having omitted these two 
lines, which ironld immediately have occurred to them, had they given 
themselves the trouble of turning to hb Addenda. 
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O E N E U S. 

DIOMEDE. 

Hail, Calydoo^ my lov*d paternal land. 

Whence erst, polluted with a kinsman's gore, B. i 

Tydeus my Sire, ih^Sen oT Oenens, fled ^ ^ 

To Argos, whgjpelhe Daughter uf Adrastus 

He wedded' and a great alliance form'd. 

./ B- « 

But various manners, various men delight. ^ 4 

DIOMEDE. 

Art thou thus left to perish by thy friends? 

OENEUS. 
Some of the friends I had, are now no more : 
And they who ypt survive, devoid of courage, 

DIOMEDE. 

But I avengVI my noble Father's death. 
Assisted by the children of the slain. 

He who observes th' opinions of mankind^ 
Can, like a magnet, their inconstant souls 
Attract, as suits his purpose, or repelK 

No truce is granted : yet th* unhappy love 
Oft to relate, and to bewail, their woe^. 

A man's own children only, to the last 
Preserve their faith unshaken : for his kindred 
May be corrupted by the lust of gain. 

But when the wicked triumph, O my friends; 
With power invested, fancying vengeance sleeps. 
They follow lawless pleasures unrestrain^'d. 

Full many a shaft of Bacchus, at the head 

Of that old man they aim'd : but 'twas my office 

To crown with garlands him who reach'd the mark^ 
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378 FRAGMENTS. 

Such the reward aftsign'd, for having thrown (42) 
The foaming wine most dextrously aloof^ 
And caaght it in his bowl with festive sound. 



OENOMAUS. 

We by the present judge of what's unseen. 
Who meddles most, of all men most offends. 

In doubt I still remain, nor can discover 
Whether, a race of .children to beget, 
Is best for man, or to enjoy the fruits 
Of life without them : for I see that they 
^^ ^ Are wretched who have none, and they who bear 
A father's name not happier; for if Sons 
Prove wicked, they are curses ; but if good. 
Ensues this evil, the paternal breast 
They fill with care^ lest misohief shoald befall them. 

The first of all attainments is to bear 

What happens with composure. Such a man 
B. li i Ig truly good, calamity on him 
^* ^ Inflicts but a slight wound : but tho* in words 

We on this topic ably can expatiate. 

The difBcuIty lies in acting welL 

But whosoever wishes to attain 
B. 36 Th' ill-omen'd period of old age^ is void 
Jtf. 4 Of reason; for unnumber'd cares attend 

Life lengthened out beyond its usual date. 

(42) The word xotIr&t, which it it impracticable to render into Eng- 
fisli without much circumlMiition, if ampljf diBcmBed by Henry Stephem 
ill Ills GrcelL Tlieaaards, and Atfaensns, hoi whom it ti^es np near four 
pages at the commencement of his fifteenth book. Suidas extracts hif 
article tunTa^i^Wj from tlie Schohast on Aristophanes' Comedy of Peace, 
V. 6i2, 
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Old age, what pleasing hopes fk)9t tboii afford i 
And i&ll men wish to reach thy distant goal : M^incerta, 

But he who makes the trial, with regret 78 

Acknowledges that there is nought more grievous. 

There is a pleasure, e'en amidst our woes. 
In lamentation and a stream of tears, B* ^ 

Because such lenitives beguile the grief ^* ^ 

Which prey'd within, and ease the b^uring hearty 



PALAMEDESt 

B. t 

r Thousands are qualified to lead an host: Bf. % 

I But ages scarce produce one truly* wise. * 

PALAMEDES. 
To banish curst oblivion^ I alone 
The mute and vocal parts of th' alphabet 
In syllables arr^lnging, shew'd to man 
The use of letters, that the mariner. 
While his swift keel divides ]the foaming wave. 
May be informed of all events which pass 
In his lov*d country : that the dying Father ^ 

His last behests by writing may explain, 
And portion out th' inheritance he leaves 
, Among his children, so that ejich may knoyf 
He hath his right. The faithful tablet ends 
All strife, nor suffers man to utter falshood. 

When we confide in those we now distrust^ 

And grow suspicious of our present friends, B^ ^^ 

Perchance we may be sav'd : the greatest cause 

Is there to dread those citizens on whom 

We now implicitly rely, and use 

Jhe services of those we scoin'd ; for hence 
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May we expect redemption. If these measures 
Prove inauspiciousy how can we, by taking 
A contrary direction^ £ail of safety i 

P Agamemnon^ Fortune in the eyes 
Of all mankind louks aeemly, the whole world 
« ^o Concur in entertaining one idea 
^ 3 Of riches ; both the votaries of the Muse, 
And they who lead a life far far estranged 
From her harmonious accents, toil for gold, 
And he's dcem'd wisest jvho possesses most. 

Ill can I relish such delights 
As haunting Bacchus* frantic rites, 
B. 24 With Cybel^, who, thro* the grove 

M. j^ On Ida's sui^imit wont to roye. 

Transported shakes the solid ground 
Oft as he hears her timbrels sound. 



B. SO 

M r 



With ruthless hands, O Greeks^ have ye destroyed 
That Nightingale who the persuasive strain.^ 
Of wisdom cbant/ed; your accnrsed rage, 
That inoffensive votary of the Muse, 
The best of all your citizens, hath murder'd. 



B. Adden. 



Not he who b^th committed po injustice 
Is therefore just, but he who hath the power 
Of doing wrong, yet will not; neither he 
Who can ab^ain from taking little bribes. 
But he who perseveres in scornipg gr^at ones 
p.Vi2 ' Which he with safety pight receive and bold; 
Nor yet the man who merely is content 
All these restraints t* observe, but, with a soul 
Above all fraud and generous, he whose wish 
Is to be truly just, and not to seem so. 

Of thee, long since, O Ajax, did I wish 
To ask this question, but I had. not leisure. 
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PiRITHOUS. 

Th&e> I invoke, who from thyself alone 
Deriv'st thine origin, thrp' thee all nature 
Fix'd in th' etheriat vortex wheels around : B. 1 

The radiant Sun, in party-colour'd robe * ftt t 

" hrcvfA^ the dusky Nigbt, and countless host 
Of 3tars, assembling form th*" incessant dance. 

He did not rashly hazard the crude thoughts 
By inexperience dictated, who first 
This saying did invebt; that Fortune aids 
Their cause, whose souls by wisdom are inspired. 

With chains more strong 
Than those of brass the Heroes feet are bound. 

Twere better far to die, than live ignobly. 

In a perpetual current, which ne'er leaves 
Its channel dry, unwearisd Time rolls on. 
And still is his own Father. The two Bears 
Move swift, and guard with brawny chests the pole 
Supported by gigantic Atlas' might* 

My country's Argos, Hercules my name, 

Jove universal Father of mankind. 

Begot me, for my virtuous Mother's bed { ^' 

He in disguise (48) ascended : I come hither 

Forc'd by the haughty mandates of Eurystheus. 

More safe than any law is a good usage 
Well 'stablish'd, this no crafty orator 

(43) The line ziu(iiirxAiiAu<nic^bi0iwi0 i/m, having alread j occnrred ia 
the Mehnii|vpe at the yery commencement in Barnes's edition, and ha- 
ving stroni^ the appearance, of being erroneously foisted into this pas- 
sage, m which it stands in Ih-. Mnsgrave's edition as the 4tliline, n 
omitted in the version : " mihmm to her, mi haoing a$iumed the forw^ 
^Amphitryon,'* or somewhat to that purpose, would better accord with 
the epithet luhfi. 
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Can e'er perv^ft, tho' that he by the dint 
Of specious language may explain «way. 



THE DAUGHTERS OP PELUa 

B. 1 ThB Gods are not unjust : but from the deeds 
^* ^ Of impious morlals much confusion springs. 

Kick not against the spurs of those who rule. 

But as for that great obyect kingly Power 
Which all mankiod admire, nought canst thou find 
More mUerable : fer be w1k> but subsists 
By robbery, and the murder of his friends. 
Must ever tremble at some lurking vengeance. 

I praise thee, O my Daughter ; but would give 
This wjiolesome counsel ; while thou yet remainlst 
A virgin, raise not thy aspiring thoughts 
1^ ^ Above that sphere wMch suits a baishful maid ; 
Among the comrades of thy y4>nth| adopt 
Their manners, but w^n tlioH the genial bed 
Of an illustrious Husband shalt ascend. 
Abandon other subtle schemes to man. 

B. 14 They with an interested view bestow 

M. 7 Their presents, and confine them to the rich. 



B. 3 

M. 4 



fi. 5 



P E L E U S. 

B. 1 Heak, O ye Fates, of all th' immortal Powers 
M. s Who sit the nearest to the throat of Jove^ 

There is no shade among mankind so thicks 
3^ 3 No cavern in earth's bowels so profonnd, 
M. 3 As to conceal the sinner's tainted heart, 

Tho' he with matchless wisdom be endued. 
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la my opinion^ of no real valae 

To man, is wealthy which Jove, with greater ease 

Than he first fashion'd, can reduce to nought* 

Old age, my Son, is more discreet and safe 
Than youthful counsels, and a sage experience 
O'er inexperienc*d ardour doth prevail. 



PENBLOPE. 

It is a thing impossibiei that they 
Who have committed any foul misdeed 
Should lie conceai'd, for with keen piercing eyes 
Time is endued, and all things can discern* 



PLISTHENES. 

NoT/to the wavering multitude entrust 

Supreme authority, nor yet depress them. 

Shewing a partial deference to the rich ; 

Forbear to banish him who is attach'd 

To th' interests of the people, or to raise htm j^^ ^ 

Too high, for it were dangerous, lest he hence m. i 

Become a mighty King : but check the man 

Who to himself such honours dares assume 

As he deserves not: for whene'er they prosper 

The wicked to the city are a pest 

From these incessant goblets which they drain'd^ 

A melody beneath the vaulted roof ^ j^ ^ 

Was heard, most grateful to the Cyprian Qneen. 

In my opinion ill doth it become 

Either a King or Hero, to contend »• lo 

With any vile antagonist, for glory »LIncefta, 

Hence to the weaker combatant accrues. 
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O Gold, tboa art not burdensome to iho^e 
Who carry thee ; but many .toils, and cares 
Most balefnly are thy comrades, the whole life 
Of man thy votary is with sorrow fraught. 

Let fleecy victims at the altars bleed. 



POLYJDUS. 

Ha f the voracious (44) Eagle I behold 

Is hovering o'er these cliffs^ the Boy no doubt 

Lies dead on the dry land : for had a bird 

i Who dwells amid the waves, fled from the coast 

^ Into the ocean, this would sure denote 

That there the siripling found a watery grave : , 
But now, forsaking her accustom *d haunts, 
Hither in quest 6f food she wrngs her way ; 
The corse then floats not tm the briny main. 

They who are vers'd in every liberal art 
Are mo§t unhappy,- since to lie exposed 
To cruel taunts from th' undiscerning vulgar 
Who call them fooU, is miserysurey not bliss. 

f 
(44) This passage is supposed to be tlie speech of Polyidos, who, by 
the account given of him in Hyginas, appears to have been a celebrated 
soothsayer in Crete, and to have restored to life Glancus the son of 
Minos and Pastphae, whose body could not be foond till discovered by 
Polyidns, he having iidlcn into a cask filled with honey as he. was play- 
ing at tennis. The word oXmuTo;, which Pliny renders Halispetos, and 
calls the sixth and Ust species of the Eagle, is said, hi his Natural His- 
tdky, to signiiy a bird which feeds chiefly upon fishes. The context 
evidently shews that jElian's censure of Euripides, in the Sd chapter 
of his 5th book dc Nature Ammalinm, for hire speaking of the. Owl, 
which is not to be foond in Crete, must have arisen eiUier from an eiro> 
ronous text, or his own mistake in quoting from memory ; the Owl not 
being a bird which seeks its prey on the sea-shore. In Barnes the two 
first and two last lines are wanting : but Valkenaer and Dr. Mnsgrave 
supply them from the Scholia on Hendbgenes. 
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Nor is the goblet^ and the plenteous feast, 

The oSly blessing wealth bestows on man ; B. f 

For in affliction too its power is great. •*• * 

Much wealth is thine, yet seem'st thou void of reason : 
In riches there is folly, but constrained ^^ ^ 

Thro' misery to exert her utmost force, m. S 

Doth Poverty gain wisdom for her portion. 

Frantic are they who vain expence bestow b. is 

On the remains of their departed friends. **• ^ 

Who knows but Life may justly be esteem'd 

A state of Death, and Death the blest commencement -J 

Of fresh Existence id the shades beneath i 



' .He who employs the talents nature ga^e 
j In some pursvit of real use, is wise. 

Such cost thou on thy house em ploy 'st to vain. m. [ ^ 

Small were a shrine, like that which you describe 
For the sepulchral mansion of a King: 
Let its dimensions every way be doubled. 
But do not deviate from the cubic form. 

(45) With him sweet Cretan pipes he in the tomb y^^ ^o 

Deposited, and bones of dappled binds. 



B. 1 
M. 1 



PROTESILAU& 

AvAVNTy and leave this threshold, ye Profane, 

Common and free to all be the embraces ^^ <i 

Of every woman. M. 9 

(45) The punse of Pltitarcli referred to bj Dr^r Mtisgraye, whence . 
the above Ifaies are tidcea, is in U» tieaftiee «b the impossibility of livm^ 
happily according to the doctrines of Epicnnu, Op. Mor. p. I104.edtf 
Paris 1634 : he there speaks of die costom of borying ^ith the dead 
what was most dear to them, agnd of Minos*s interring his son GUmcos, 
wham wft mast hwoe wkt ta huva beea a mnMcwyy aad food of 
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FRAGMENTS. 

lAOPAMlA. 

Tho' stietcht on earth he lie a breathless corsi'. 
The man I lov'd, I never will betray. 

He who henceforth in the same censure blends 
Ail women, is perverse and void of wisdom: 
Great is their number; many wilt thou find , 
Corrupt, but others, like this virtuous Dame, 
Endued with the most elevated souL 

There's nothing strange, alas ! in what thou say'st, 
That he who is a mortal should be wretched. 

By foolish hopes mankind are oft beguil'd. 

Sufferings like his both thee and all await. 

What strong effects do ye, O Children^ work 
Like magic philtres on the soul of man ! 



RIIADAMANTHUS. 
By various passions are our lives engrossed ; 
One craves nobility^ another cares not 
For titles^ but is anxious to be call'd 
The founder of a wealthy house; he too 
g J Who from his soul ne'er spoke an honest truth, 
M. s Delights by mere effrontery to persuade 

All those around him ; some at the expence 
Of virtue seek base lucre ; thus the life 
Of man is all one error. But I wish 
For nought beyond an honourable name. 

Who in Euboea's neighbouring region dwell 

(46) STHENOBCEA. 

There's no man who in all respects is blest: 

<46) ^Stfaenobcea, danghter of loballes, king of Lyck, aAn- ber 
*J marriage to Pro&tos king of Argos, entertained an unlawfid paMion 
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Either be's nobly born, yet poor ; or sprung 
From abject fathers tills a fruitful soil. 

So void is Love of reason, that the more 
We counsel him, he but the more afflicts us. 

The wandering life of mariners affords 

No sumptuous table, but a lowly hut 

Built on the shore ; we plough our watry Mother^ 

The Ocean, whom no rude foot tramples on ; 

Aided by nets and barbed hooks, from her 

A sustenance to our abode we drag. 

With every tuneful accent, winning Love 
Inspires the mute the unharmonious tongue, 
And makes the man who was an ideot wise. 

Tho* Fortune smile not, antieut proverbs tell, 
By industry man*s sorrows are assuag'd. 

(47) Wbate'er she from her hand by chance let fall, 
" This 1 devote/* she instantly exclaimed, 
'' To the deceased, to our Athenian guest/' 

^ for her HwlMMid's gnest Belkrophon of Corinth: apon liik.refuiiog Co 
*' listen to her, she fiilsely complained to her Hosband of his having of* 
^ fered violence to her. Proelns, dreading to infHnge the hiws of hos. 
^ pitafity, sent him to his FBLther-iii>law with letters, desiring him to kili 
** the bearer : hence came the proverb. **• BeUerephoii^ letttn," sig. 
<< nifying those wldch nnke against tiie person vrho conveys them. Bat 
M after he had shon the Qumsera and the Lycians, who ky in ambosh to 
^ destroy him; BeUerophooTs innocence appeared ill so satisfactory a 
<< light to lobates, that he gave him one of lib Daughters (whose name, 
** accordmg to ApoUodoms, was Philonoe) in marriage : and Sthenoboea, 
^ unable to endure t^e infamy in wliich she had involved herself, ended 
^ her life by drinking hemlock, Tliis history is in Che 6th book of Homer'a 
** Iliad, ezoeptmg that Pratns's Wife is there called Antaea." BaHnss. 
(47) It was customaty among the antieoti to devote whatever acd- 
dentally fell from the table at their banquets to their deceased friends a 
in these two lines we may suppose the Chorus, which probably con- 
silted of Sthenoboea's attendants, to be speakuig of their Mistress at the 
time she apprehended Bctterophon to have perished in Lycia threngb 
the stntagems she bad devised agnst hint, and v*as stung with lemorM 
for her peilSdiou» conduct, llie two fast tines in this piece, which feim 
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SIS fRAGMENTSt. 

B. fi Carry her in : he who is truly wise 
M. On female honour never will rely. 



SISYPHUS. 

Thebe was a time, when free from all restraint 
B". 1 Of law, by force alone, Man like the brutes 
Was governed 5 on the virtuous, no reward. 
No chastisement attended on the wicked. 
But after this, it seems, were penal edicts 
Devis'd, that Justice, mighty Queen, m^ht rule 
The human race, and in subjection hold 
Audacious rapine ; whosoe'er transgressed 
Was punish'd. Aftei* these severer laws 
Each deed of open violence had curb'd. 
And they trsnsgress'd more secretly, thare wema 
To have arisen one endued with craft. 
And vers'd in stratagems^ who fioduig out 
A mode of striking with dismay those sinners 
Who either acted, spoke, or thought amiss 
In private ; introduc'd that new machine 
. Religion, and asserted^ that '^ a God 
^' Who flourishes in everlasting bloom, 
" Fraught with a penetrating soul, hears, sees, 
'' Marks all these foul misdeeds, and in his memory 
'< Retains them ; he by nature is divine, 
*^ No word that mortials utter, can escape 
*^ His ears, his eyes discern each impious action : 
'' Whatever mischief thou in silence pjann'at, 
'^ Can ne'er escape the blest immortal Poweis, 
" For boundless is their knowledge.** By such tales 
As these, th' impostor introduc'd with case 

a detached FntpacBty an tbe laifMce ikelj ibr PratuitohMe n4t 
«M of •■ 4tteotinf tbe.giiflt of his Wife StfaeDobaa.. 
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His sweet and specious doctrines^ mingling truth 

With falsb<K>d ; and resolv'd to strike the souls 

Of mortals with astonishment, pretended 

The Gods there dwell, whence well he knew those fears 

Which vex mankind originate, those toils 

Which make life wretched : this he strove to shew 

By planetary motions, by the flash 

Of lightning, by the thunder's dreadful sound, 

And the fair face of Heaven overspread with stars. 

Stupendous workmanship of Time, sage artist. 

Wrought by whose hand the glowing Sun performs 

His course unwearied, and the genial showers 

Moisten the ground. He with such terrors caught 

The race of men ; on their account, in words 

Did he extol, and in the blest abodes 

Cause his pretended Deities to dwell, 

Extinguishing injustice by the laws, 

E*en thus mankind were at the fitst I deem. 

Persuaded that the race of Gods exbt. 

Brave offspring of Alcmena, I rejoice 

That thou art come, and that yon miscreant's slain. 



(48) SCI RON. 
f To punish villains is a glorious task. ^ ^ 

M. 4 

(48) The robber Sciron, from whom tfais piece (of which are very 
few Fragments remaiDiog) deriyes its name, infiuted the borden of At- 
tica, near the 8e»«bore between Megan and Croiftth : he was date by 
Tbeseiu, as mentioned in the Hippolyttis of oor author. But Hiis and 
the preceding piece of Sisyphns are catted Salyrical from the the Satyrs, 
who probabty (as in the Cyclops, which is transmitted down to us eptire) 
constituted the Chorus. The two principal passages which remain of the ' 
Sciron are preserved by Jnhus PoUux, and also inserted in Cansabon, 
De Poesi Satyrica, p. 14«. ed. flambach ; they are the 1st and 5th in 
Dr. Musgrave*s edition, but Barnes has inserted only the first : after ex- 
aminiiig tkem with die assisUnce of the comments and interpretations, 
I find myself ineapable of ex^ibitHig tfiei^ (o any advantage in an £n^. 
lisb dress. 
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S90 FRAGMENTS. 



THE DAMSl^LS OF SCYROS. 

How various are the fortunes of mankind! 
Some prosper, but o'er others who revere 
The immortal Gods, malignant fates impend, 
Tho' they with anxious circumspection lead 
A life of justice pure frojn every stain. 

They who are wise ponceal th^ir own disgrape. 

PHYSICIAN. 
Your (49) Daughter is diseased, her life's in danger. 

LYCOMEDES. 
What is her malady ? a bilious cough 
With the oppressive pleurisy combined t 
Such foes her frame's too tender to withstand. 

ULYSSES to Achilles. 
^da^lSrf Sprung from the noblest Sire, by carding fvool 
p. 5i. Dost thou bely the glories of thy race i 



5 y L E u s. 

B. OileMi Those who were just, he favoured, but on earth 
M. 1 The wicked had not such a bitter foe. 

MERCURY speaking of Hercules. 
In him there's nothing abject, but his mien 
Ikoth on the contrary bespeak ^ rank 
U^ ^ The most exalted ; he disdains to crouch, 
M^ 3 ' Nor is his gait; unwieldly like a slave. 

Thou seest the splendor of the garb he wears. 
And with that club performs he mighty deeds. 



(49) Deidamia, then pregnant by Achines, who concealed himfelf 
under a female habit at the pahice of Lycomed(»s, king of the island of 
Scyros. 
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SYLEUS. 
It can be no man's wish to purchase lords 
Superior to himself, and introduce them 
Into his house: but thee whoe'er beholds 3, 5 

With fear is smitten^ for those eyes dart fire, Bf. 4 

As by the lion when the raging bull 
Expects to be assaulted. Thou art silent; 
Yet ere thou speak'st, thy manner plainly shews 
To my behests thou never wilt attend, ®- ^^ 

But art disposed to govern, not obey. * * 

HERCULES. 

Burn, (50) eat my flesh, and drink my blood to quench 
Thy execrable thirst : but first the stars 

Shall sink into the bowels of the earth, b. 10 

And earth ascend th« skies, ere thou from me M. 2 

One word of abject flattery shalt extort. 

HERCULES. 
Sit down, and let us drink ; without delay, ^' 

That o'er the foaming goblet thou may'st make |^'^ 5 

A trial, if to me thou art superior. 

The dictates of my conscience welF I know 

How to obey, how rule my stubborn will, 3^ <ii 

By poising every deed in virtue's scale. 

TELEPHUS. 
Placed (SI) in the center of those realms which bear 
The name of Pelops, O my native land, 

(50) The first line of this passage as it stands in Barnes, CarmelU, and 
Dr. Mosgrave, being 

n^ TttuT tlv fjin orv^, /im h ^eiffyteiotf 
which has ah^eady occiiirei in the celebrated speech of Eteodes in the 
Phcenician Damsels, v. 524, and carries with it, as I apprehended, tiie 
strongest appearance of being interpolated here, I referred to Philo 
Judseus, p. 603. ed. Tumebi, and finding there the following four lines 
without it, was thence confirmed in my opinion. 

(51) Tlie word o^/lm, which is rendered disiermijuU both in Barnes 
and Had8on*s edition of Dionysins Halicamassensv, seems in this place 
to mean, borders on aery sidr, Arcadia being tlie inland region of the 
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B. 1 



All hail ; and thou who tread'st the frozen rock 
Of Arcady, from whose illastrious race 
U. 1 ^ boast my origin, for me in secret, 
Aug6 the Daughter of Ale'ius bore 
To the Tirynthian Hercules, Parthenius 
Can witness, for Lucina there releas*d 
My Mother from the burden of her womb. 

Go wheresoever you list: in Helen's cause 
I will not perish. 

For I to day must personate a beggar. 
And still remain, but seem not, what I am. 

Condemn me not, ye sovereign lords of Greece, 
Poor as I am, if I presume to speak 
Among the mighty. 

What, shall we Greeks turn slaves to vile Barbarians t 
He's wicked who receives thee for his guest. 

Agamemnon, with uplifted axe, 
Tho' at my neck some foe should aim the wound, 

1 never would be silent : on just grounds 
Since I my opposition can maintain. 

Peloponesos. Dr. Musgrave*^ proposed reading and yersion is o^tf^oc, 
ooMociavit, and iu the begimiing of the third line he inserts lUa: Ptat 
was indeed the God of Arcadia ; bat neither is it pointed ont to us, nor 
am I able to trace how Telephiis could boast of his descent from Put 
in consequence of his being the son of Hercules and Auge : Heath, with 
mvch greater appearance of reason, supposes this to be addressed to 
Jupiter, who is frequently by antient wrjters called Lyc»an, from his 
haunting the mountain Lycseus in Arcadia, which, according to Strabo, 
was the place where Rhc^ bore him. The immediate descent of Her- 
cules from Jupiter and Alcmena is too well known to need repetition ; 
and Auge appears to liavebeen the Great-Grandaughter of Areas, son of 
Jupiter and Calisto. Partheoius is also taken notice of by Strabo in his 
enumeration of tlie principal mouotaiiis of Arcadia. Telephus became 
king of Mysia, and was wonuded by Acliillcs in defending his country 
against the Greeks in their passage to Troy. The scene of this Tragedy 
is supposed to be Argos, 
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FRAGMENTS. 3^ 

Tis time thy reason should thy wrath subdue. 

{ They who would prosper must submit to toil. 

For not Ulysses only is endued 

With eloquence ; necessity instruct^ 

The man of slowest parts, and makes him wise. 

Let thy firm soul its courage still retain, 
Tho' thy designs are thwarted by the Gods. 

What can my wealth avail me w)pen diseas'df bl ft 

Rather would I possess from day to day 

A scanty sustenance, and lead a life B, f4 

Exempt from sorrow, than by heaps of gold M. n 

Surrounded, groan beneath the pangs of sickness. ' 

His oars he plies, and landing oi^ the coast sf. s 

Of Mysia, by an hostile arm is wounded. 

But why, O wretch, to him wilt thou attend i M. lo 

O thou illustrious matron, o'er this deed 

These counsels, who presid'st, why cora*st thou forth m. i5 

From thy abodes with brows by grief o'ercast? 



TENNIS. 



Alas, there is no justice to be found 

In this abandoned age, and one wise man 

Perishes 'midst a multitude of sinners. 



B. 1 

M. 1 



TEMENIDiE. 

Tho' a man die, his virtues unimpair'd 

Still flourish when the body is no more : ^ * 

But with the wicked, all they have lies buried. 



M. t 
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B. 10 'With stedfastness and confidence to speak 

M- « The dictates of upbiass'd truth, is glorious. 

B. 11 By far more beneficial to mankind 

M. 4 Is modesty than anger. 



B. IS 
M. 6 



The God of Battles is not always wont 
To be propitious, with delight he views 
The fall of many a valiant youth, but hates 
All cowards : this disaster will affect 
The city, bat prove glorious to the dead. 

^ j^ There is no bliss on earth that can exceed 

M. 4 The ChiePs who conquers in th' ensanguin'd fields 

But we our utmost courage must exert, 
?_• ^'^ For seasonable labour is the source 

Whence flows abundant happiness to man. 



M. a 



B. . so 

M. 16 



Whoe'er is void of wisdom, shrinks unnerv'd 
With fear, when dangers compass him around; 
But grows presumptuous from the least success^ 



B. ss Thus sh^lt thou rule : a General it behoves 
^' ^^ Both to be just and watchful o'er his host. 

M. 11 Strength void of wisdom often proves a curse* 

How great the reputation aqd esteem 
Of those who spring from an illustrious Sire ! 
B. fte T^^^* poor, the man of high descent inherits 
M. 13 Some portion of renown, and to his soul 
Oft as his Father's generous deeds occur, 
He emulates the glories of his race. 

Many there are, tho' born with manly souls, 
Who by calamity o'erpovver'd, can find 
No opportunity to shew their worth. 

Death is the common lot of all mankind, 
Nature hath fram'd us mortal, none escape 
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This sentence^ for itrts not in the power 

Of Chance to frustrate what the Fates ordain. 

They who their country love, should in their words 
And actions labour to promote its safety. 

In my opinion Yisthe General's part ^ohSioa 

To know where lies the weakness of his foe. j^^ ^ 

Blest is each city in that wide domain, 3^ ^ 

From honoured Pelops which derives iu name. m. ir 

The hind with horns of gold the (62) Chief pursued^ 
Ordain'd a mighty conflict to endure, B^Addenda 

Over the craggy mountains, thro' the meads ^ '*ia * 

And groves where shepherds tend their fleecy charge. 
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HYPSIPYLE. 

Bacchus, who waves his thyrsus, and is clad 
In the stag's dappled hide, while round him blaze 
A thousand torches, with the Delphic maids 
On steep Parnassus leads the choral dance. 

The wicked value justice less than gain. 

Since there's no object placM above her rfeach. 
Let Hope anticipate each blest event. 

* O woman, my advice receive ; to grief 
Is every Mortal subject, he inters , 
His children, then begets a second race. 

Then dies; in bitterness of soul his comradjcs ^^ ^ 

Dust unto dust consign ; thus by the Fates m. 4 

Is it decreed, that life like bearded grain. 
Must be mown down, that while one flourishes 
Another must decay. But why bewail 

(59) Hercules. 
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The journey nature forces us to take? 

For no event can to the human race 

Be dreadful which necessity ordains. 
B. Add. 
p. 522 When free from anger, all men are more wise. 

M* 7 

.Seated on earthy flower after flower she cropp'd* 
With all the eagerness of childish joy. 

M. 10 -^ (^^) ^'inpi<l stream I to the Greeks will shew. 



M. 11 



Look there^and raising high towards Heaven thine eyes 
Observe those pictures which the roof adorn* 



PHAETON. 

2' ^ The land which yields us nurture is our country. 

But whether Thebes or Argbs gave me birth 
J ^^ matters not, of neither will I boast; 
That I'm a Grecian is my only pride. 

The ship when by a single anchor fix'd 
H. 4 Is less secure than if you cast forth three : 
M. 4 One Ruler causes peril to the city ; 

But from divided power no harm ensues. 

A grievous curse, yet natural to the rich, 
Is folly. What's the cause of this? depriv'd 
|^« 7 Of sight himself, doth Plutus cast a shade 
^' ^ Over their faculties ? from Fortune's gifts 
Doth total blipdness of the soul ensue i 

Unskilful OS thou art, my Son, the reins 
j^'^ g Forbear to handle, or ascend the.car 

Thou ne'er hast been instructed how to drive. 

(53) The three lines iminedjateiy preceding tius in Banic«» are in- 
serted in Stobftos, p. 106. ed. Grotii, as the production of an UBknowq 
writer, and are omitted by Dr,.Mus2;rave. 
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The air of Libya eater not, which void 

Of moisture^ will depress thy glowing wheels ^^ 

And make them sink to earth. 

But to the sevenfold Pleiades direct 

Thy course. He heard^ then seiz'd the reins, and smot^ 

With sounding thong the winged steeds ; they flew B. 16 

Thro* the etherial height ; behind them came ^» • 

The anxious Sire admonishing his Son ; 

" Turn thence or hither guide thy fervid wheels." 

Plac'd high above the Earth the flarae intense ^^ ^ 

Of royal Phoebus distant objects burns, m, 13, u 

But to those near him gives a temperate warmth. 

-—That Clymene in marriage was bestow'd 
On Merops sovereign of this land, where first 
Borne in a car drawn by four rapid steeds^ 
The Sun darts forth his beams ; the radiant East, 
And station of the solar steeds, are names 
Which from our swarthy neighbours it receives. 

Tho' freedom be the birthright of that man. 

Yet to his Wife is he an abject slave, 

Lur'd by whose plenteous dower himself he sold. 

Him spreading trees with friendly arms embrace. 

Sun, who pour*8t thy golden beams around. 
How hast thou ruin'd me, and hence 'tis plain. 
That thou art call'd Apolb by mankind. 

That Sire I with the worst of ideots class, 
Who to his Sons, tho' rash and indiscreet. 
Or the misguided people, yields up power. 

1 hate the polish'd bow ; curse on the spear, 2:4**^^^ 
And those loath d scenes where vigorous wrestlers strive, j^, ^^ 

He to my soul tvas dear : but now his corse 
Rots undistinguished in the silent grave. 
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t> H^ i) ft A. 

The tyrant Love invades not man alone, 
. Or woman; but with tumult fills the souls 
B, 1 Of the immortal Powers in Heaven above, 
M. 1 And enters the recesses of the deep ; 

Nor/tho* omnipotent, can Jove himself 
Controll this victor, but to his behests. 
Without reluctance, doth the Thunderer yield* 
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PHILOCTETES. 

Why indolently seated on your chairs. 
Pretend ye know the counsels of the Gods ? 
The language ye have utlei'd, is devis'd 
By man : for he who boasts that he knows aught 
About the Gods, deserves not, nor obtains 
The credence be solicits from the world. 

ULYSSES. 
But as our bodies are of mortal frame. 
It much behoves the man who is endued 
With wisdom, not t' indulge immortal anger* 

The prosperous fortunes of his native land 

Add greater honour to the happy man. 

But serve to make th' unhappy yet more wretched. 

Thrice blest is he, crown'd with victorious wreaths. 
Who stays at home : the merchant, when his freight 
Is landed, thus unfurls his sails no more. 

They whojse unbridled love o'erleaps the bounds 
Of reason, are immoderate in their bate. 



Digitized by 



Google 



PRAGMENTS, 399 



It is enough: thy long career, 
O Life, now end, ere Fortune veer. 
And either rob me of my wealth. 
Or leave me destitute of healthr 



B. 16 
M. 5 



;ULYSSES. 
How shall I judge aright, exempt from toil. 
And numbered with the vulgar in an host. 
When I such prosperous fortunes might enjoy B.eo,«7,f3 

On equal terms with him who was most wise ? ^* ^ 

But there is nought so vain as man : for those 
Who cannot rest, and are the most officious 
We all admire, and the whole city joins. 
With one assenting voice, to style them ip^n. 

ULYSSES. 
But I am loth to forfeit the renown B. t5 

Gain'd by my past exploits, and for this cause VL t 

Refuse not the fresh toils allotted me. 

TROJAN AMBASSADOR. 
See too, how gain among the Gods themselves 
Is honourable : for duteous homage waits ^ 

On him who in his temple bath most gold. ^^ y 

What therefore can forbid thee to receive 
The proffer'd bribe, and imitate the Gods ? 

PHILOCTETES. 
Yet thro^ a length of time hath my disease 
Abated ; with intolerable pain ^' ^^ 

At first the cancer rag^d, by slow degrees ' ' * 

The flesh of my disabled foot consuming. 

I am resolvM to speak, tho' to himself 

He seem to have confuted me, and prov'd 

That he is wrong'd ; but to my voice attend, •• ^ 

And thou shalt learn the merits of my cause : ^ 

He too his crimes will by his words betray. 

Should the whole Grecian host be mute, and suffer B. 59 
Baqbarians to say all they list, 'twere base. ^* • 
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Tbee, by the name ist Psae^ I mToiie 
Scorn not, O Death, to Tisit me ; for thoo 
' f^ Art the physician who atone canst beat 
Incurable diseases) since no grief 
Reaches the tranquil aia«stoQs of the dead. 



11 



But who wHl e'er consent to be thy bridie. 
What blooming maid receive thee to her arms? 
O wretch^ thou art well qualified for marriage ! 



B. 1 
M. 1 



B. 3 
& 9 



PHOENIX. 

Tis just to guess at what we cannot see. 

Full oft have I be^it choieii to deojM^ 

A contest, when ihe wUn^ases. ( £3u«c|> 

In the account tbey ga(ve of the saiae fi^i. 

Each other contradicting : but the methods 

By which I can discern tUe man endued 

With wisdom, and veracity, are these ; 

I note his temper, and the course of life 

Which he prefers, but I forbear to ask 

Of him who loves t' associate with the wicked 

One question, knowing he is like those comrades 

In whom he places his supreme delight. 

A. IS No skies obstruct the rapid eagle'a flight,. 

M. Inc. 37 And on each shore the brave aiaa fipck bis <;ouiitry. 

^ Tho' I no homage can to Envy yield, 

^ 2 Y^^ ^^^° would i be «avy'd for my virj^ies. 

Hail, O thou native region of my Sires : 
1. 16 For there is nought which man, altbo^ beneatfi 
H* 3 The load of his calamities o'erwhelm*d. 

Holds dearer than the land which nurtar'd him. 

M Tde. Your lot is Sparta, to the Spartan throne 
phu so Add lustre ; hut Mycene's realm is mine. 
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FRAGMENTS. 4(Jl 

The aged Husband to his youthful Bride ■ 
Is loathsome ; he too^ in the wane of life 
Who. weds unseasonably^ begets a race 
Of sons from whom no comfort he derives : 
For the proud Wife her feeble dotard rules. 

And of all mischiefs Woman is the worst. 

Still Nature her pre-eminence maintains : 
For by the aid of virtuous^Education 
Can no man ever maiie what's evil, good. 

Old age, how great a curse art thou to those 
Who groan opprest beneath thy ponderous yoke f 



P H R I X U & 

£rsT^ leaving Sidon's walls, Ag^nor's Son, 
Great Cadmus, to the Theban region came. 

Let Hope thy life Sustain^ make Hope thy food. 

If I, tho' pious, meet with the same fate 
As impious mortals, how can this be right i 
Hath cracious Jove then lost all sense of justice ? 

Whoever thinks, tho' daily he offend. 

That he shall 'scape th' observance of tfaeGods^ 

Judges amiss, and finds himself entangled 

In his own craft : foj^ soon as Justice finds 

An hour for retribution, be endures A r 

The punishment his foul misdeeds deserve. M. 5 

Look to it, ye who fancy there exists 

No Deity, by such perverse abuse 

Of reason sinning doubly : for there itf. 

There is a God. But if the wicked matt 

Should prove successful, let him make the most 

Of his short time, for he at last shall suffer. 
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404 FRAGMENTS. 

That hind the antient seryant of our house. 

Thou dost presume to call thyself a man, 
Yet to be branded with a coward's name 
Is a reproach to manhood most disgraceful. 

For numberless inhabitants, not walls 
Dispeopled, are what constitute a city. 

B. 21 T^^' ^^^^ '" name, full many slaves have souls 
M/ 10 More free than those who ne'er knew servitude." 

A Wife's the greatest comfort to her Lord, 
When harrass'd by affliction or disease, 
B. «3 If she with prudence rule his household, calm 
His wrath, and banish from his tortur'd soul 
A load of grief; for sweet from those we love 
Is the deception of those soothing arts. 

Against her Husband's spurious race, 'tis said, 
A stepdame harbours mischievous designs : 
I therefore these reproaches will avoid* 

Well hath she spoken, for a Wife is bound 
To share each change of fortune with her Lord. 

By far more beneficial to mankind 

Is a small fortune gain'd without reproach. 

Than rear'd by guilt, the tow'ring roof of wealtli. 

Transform'd into a Bull, Jove bore away 
The fond Europa from her native coast. 

But who knows whether that which is call'd Death 

Be not the road to a new Life, and Life 

A real Death i diseases are confin'd 

To those who view the sun ; but the deceased 

Are strangers to calamity or sickness. 

This disposition, in the race of man, 
g «g By nature is implanted : tho' their lives 
If. 16 Are forfeited to justice, we all weep 

With equal grief for our departed friends. 
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FRAGMENTS. 403 

B. 41 

Agenor^s Soas were Cilix, from whose name ^ Addan- 

The land in which he dwelt .was call'd Cilicia, da, p.&»t 

Phoenix the founder of Phoenicia's realm, ^ ^ 
And Thasus* 

CHRYSIPPUS. 

Eabth^s spacious round, and Jove*s domain the Air^ 

This is the Sire of men and Gods, but that ^, 

Receiving in her lap the moistening drops 

Of genial rain, brings forth the tiuman race. 

Brings forth the foodful grain, and every tribe 

Of savage beasts ; hence is she justly styl'd ^ 

The universal Mother. All that Earth m^ r 

Produc'd, to Earth returns : whate'er derives 

From an Etherial origin its birth. 

Again is wafted to the starry pole : 

For nought that once existed e'er can die ; 

But from extraneous substance are they purg'd^ 

And each resumes its own peculiar form. 

My friend may wbdom's choicest treasures grace. 

Added to manly couragie ; for I rather 

Would be deform'd, than beauteous and a dastard. 

No mortal, O my Lord, can tell the bounds 
Or of his prosperous or his adverse fortune* 



B. 


IS 


M. 


s 


B. 


15 


M. 


4 



(54) TRAGEDIES, the names uNKNOiew. 
High o'er thy head thou seest the boundless Air, 

M. 1 



Which with its dripping arms infolds the Earth, 



Call this thy Jove, this for thy God revere. 

(54) Besides several transpositions mentioned in ih» notes and margin^ 
I find, that, of Ibe venes inserted in Barnes's edition ameng tke Traf. 
DBS 
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Fear not lest Justice should descend from Heaven^ 
And in a moment pierce thy heart, or that 
Of any other villain ; she in silence 
Still marches onward, and with tardy step 
Seizes offenders when the Fates ordain. 

By the keen eye of Heaven's immortal Powers 
Are all things seen ; full plainly it appears 
^* ® That, tho' by us frail mortals undiscern'd 

And seldom look'd for, there's a God at hand. 
Who o'er each action of our lives presides* 

With no benevolent intention, Jove 
B. IS To many> great prosperity doth grants 

Only to make their ruin more conspicuous* 

' Are you riot able to perceive how great 

A Deity is Venus? but your tongue 

Would never be sufficient to express. 

Nor can you think, how absolute her power. 

Or to what distant objects it extends. 

Not from mere words alone shall you receive 
jj ^ The proof of what I urge : but I. her might 
M. Oedi- ^y f^^^ ^*'' shew. Earth loves refreshing showers, 
pas, 17 Oft as the field, parch'd up by drought, a scene 

Of barrenness, lacks moisture; fraught with rain, 

Incert 44 occurs wiUi only the variatbn of fgorm, for %sym Bacchas, 
T. 480; 47 Iphigenia inTaurb 1193 ; 99—101 contain, with a small ad- 
dition^ Iph. AuUs395; 201, 20« are in Uie Hecuba 377, 378 ; S21— 223 
in the Suppliants 734—736; 276, VTT are ahnost a verbal repetition of 
56, 57 ; 373, 373, are in the Hippoiy tus 298, 299 ; 397 is taken from 
Phoenissae 557 ; 401, 402 occur Bacchae 266, 267 ; 4Q5 is in Antiope 89 ; 
419 Antigone 18 ; 422—425 are ascribed to Sophocles by Stobaeos, 
Heath, and Valkenaer, and omitted by Or. Moflgrave ; 435 is in Hip- 
polytus 317 ; 436 and 440, ascribed by Grotius in his edition of Sto- 
bsus, not to Euripides, but an unknown author ; 444, 445) are in An- 
dromache 597, 598 ; and the two last fines in the Heraclidae 29S, 299.— 
In Dr. Musgrave^s edition Ting. Incert 15 has been given by him in 
£olus 1 ; 35 in Antiope 29 : 77 in Glau^us 4 ; 80 more at large 148 ; 
83 Hecuba 377, 378 ; ^"iZ in Phcenissse 917 ; and probably many other 
•rroiB have escaped me. 
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The venerable Air^ by Venas taught^ 

Loves to descend on the prolific Ground. 

The elements thus mingled, for our use 

Bring forth and nourish all things, hence the race 

Of mortals live, with vigorous health endued, 

Jov.e aids the labours of th' industrious man. 

Be bold, speak truth, and thou shall never err. 

Virtue's the greatest of ail human blessings. 

Why did Prometheus, who in antient times 

Is said to have form'd us and all that breathe. 

Give to each Brute^ according to its kind, 

One disposition? Lions all are fierce. 

Hares timid ; nor hath nature with deep wiles ^ ^^ 

Endued one fox, and made another honest; 

Collect unnumber'd multitudes, the temper 

And genius of them all will be the same : 

But on examining the human rape. 

As many minds as faces may be seen* 

Thy being wholly ignorant wherein 
Thou hast olBTended, is a great incitement 
To fresh presumption and audacious deeds. 

By such impetuous fervour of the soul 
Is man plung'd headlong into utter ruin. 

[n closest sisterhood is Folly join'd 
With Wickedness. 

He who possessing riches and the favour 
Of those around him, aims at aught beyond 
What be possesses, aims but to be wretched. 

The honied tongue of Nestor, or Antenor 

Sage Phrygian cbi^f, would Jove on me bestow; 

lliat leaky vessel never could I fill 

}\y wasting wholesome counsels on th' unwise. 
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408 FRAGMENTS. 

B. 54 ^^ ^^^" already know'st not, be assured 
M. 12 The worst of ideoU b the wicked man* 

B 56 ^^^^ curse, alas, is by the righteous Godi 
M. Chry- Full oft inflicted on the human race, 
wpp-. * They know what's right, but act not as they 6ught. 

Fear, while the accus'd stands pleading for his life, 
And labours to defend himself, imprints , 
Astonishment upon the lips of man, 
B. 58 And suffers not his memory to collect 
M. 16 What he would say: him dangers compass round, 
Tho' his antagonist be safe : such peril 
Yet must I undergo ; for I perceive 
My life on this great contest doth *depend. 

B. cs Better than multitudes of tlie unrighfaeous 

^*d«9 *" ^^ ^°^ good man, i^hom Heaven and Justice ai<J« . 

, Whene'er we triumph in an honest cause 
How glorious is the prize which we obtain ; 
But how completely wretched when procured 
By foul injustice! and how much more baleful > 
Are slanderous tongues, and Envy which invades 
The guilty mansions of the sons of pride. 
Than souls which l^a^rbour no such odious pest ! 

Woe to the man, who, by his powers of speech 
Making e'en falshood lovely, uses not 
Such talents in th' embellishment of truth. 

But even falshood may a preference claim 

To truths, whence nought but mischief can arisew 

Whether to thee thou wilt that I should use 

A language with the softest falshoods fraught. 

Or with harsh truths, speak : for 'tis thine to choose. 

Be he a beggar, or, if fortune please. 
Still meaner than a beggar, may I have 
Him for my friend, who, shaking off all fear. 
Utters the dictates of an honest heart. 
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When jastice prompts, we never should be silent * ^^ 

Misfortunes are the source of dreadful wrath. 
And errors compass round the heart of man. 

There's no reliance on the soul that labours B. at 

Beneath the pressure of immoderate grief. ^ ** 

With harshness and with passion when their kindred 
Treat the unhappy, sure they act not wisely. 

What feeble mortal, whom the slightest change 

Of veering fortune utterly destroys. 

Can e'er presume to think that he is great? 

Where, how will you conceal yourself? what friend 
Retains his faith unshaken ? let us ask. 
Hope is the bane of roan, and they who rest 
On such fallacious props are oft overthrown. 

Some mischief riseth from whatever exceeds 
The bounds of mediocrity; for man * 

Ought not to vie in splendor with the Gods. 

Yield thou to Fate, nor war against the Gods. 
Endure to look on my distress, and curb 
Thy pride ; for the celestial Powers lay low 
The mighty, and reduce their boasted pomp. 

We all, tho' wise enough to give advice 

To others, know not when ourselves transgress. 

Most baleful error, when the man devoid 
Of understanding, thinks that he is wise. 

(55) Strong reasons hast thou to believe tbe Gods 
Will pardon him, who to *scape death or bonds, 

(55) ** Thit sentence savours somewhat of the doctrine of Hobbes, 
<< and is mora consonant to nature than to piety It is certainly eon- 
'* demned by onr bw ; for an oath being, accordinjs: to the definition 
« of Aristotle, *• A bmUiv use of the name of God to assert what we 
<« casMt otlj^rwtie prove;' it it inconustent Uiat the. nan who loves 
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Or vioteoce iufltcted by the foe, 

Takes a false oath, or dwells in the same house 

With bis own sons who have imbrued their hands 

In blood* For either the immortal Powers 

Are with less wi^dom than mankind endued. 

Or ihey prefer the laws of equity 

To those which rigid justice hath ordain*d« 

B. 105 Glory by toils unnumbered is acquired. 

B. 106 Either speak somewhat that is preferable 
14. 36 To being silent, or else close thy mouth. 

M. Bete. ^^^ ^^^^ ^ ^^^ ^^^ champions of the laws 
rop. 29 By Envy, execrable pest, o'erthrown. 

They who their countr^ love, sh<^uld by each word 
And action labour for the public gOod. 

Let not fatigue appall thee, while thou striv-st 
To gain redemption for thy native land. 

Fate hath ordain*d that dastards shall obey 
The brave, and to superior prowess yield. 

On all sides, lovers dart an eager glance 

At Empire ; we must watch th* important priae. 

By dangers is the fame of man encreas*d. 

The youth who' hates the rites of Mars, hath nought 

To recommend him but his auburn locks 

And blooming face, he is a thing devoid 

Of all reality. Hast thou observed 

The life of those who share the sumptuous board 

<' God ahoald swear ialtely to save his life. It wiQ appear prelmble to 
<< a pious soul to iocur a puin&hinent of dfeath, tfaao to profime the sa- 
^ cred name of God. Soch are the dictates of the Divine Word and of 
" right reason. The Poeti hold a language somewhat difierent, ampng 
^ whom Claudjan agaiust £u^opios, L.^. v. 596, 

** Soprema peiicula semper dant veniam culpa:." 
To those who deviate from their plighted word, 
Extremes of danger some excuse afibrd. Barvu. 
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How 'tis delicious, how from all fatigues 
Wealth can exempt them i but no laureat wreaths 
To them belong, nor the renown obtain'd 
By valout*, if they dare not to attempt 
Some perilous emprise : for toils beget 
Heroic fame. But Greece conspires to brand 
With foul reproach, that caution which attends 
To nought, but lengthening out an abject life. 

Of those who enter on the nuptial state. 
Not all with prosperous fortunes Ineet, nor all 
With adverse : most untoward is the doom 
Of him who lights on an abandoned Wife; 
But blest is be who chooses one that's virtuous* 

Blest is the man who weds a virtuous Dame j 
He too is happy who remains unwedded. 

I to that Consort faithful ought po prove. 
With whom from youth to hoary age I dwell. 

The violence of ocean's waves is dreadful^ 
Dreadful is that of rivers, the hot blasts 
Of fire, and poverty are dreadful too. 
There are unnumber'd dreadful things besid^^ 
Yet is no pest so dreadful as a Woman : 
Her can np picture represent, no words 
Duly characterise : if she was form'd 
By any God, him I pronounce the author 
Of every mischief, and a foe to man* 

He who is wise, should never yield the reins 

To Woman, never suffer her to rule. 

She's not to be relied on: a good Wife 

If any man obtains, his bliss consists ^> ^i 

In a more tolerable share of evil. 
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The love a Mother to her children bears, B. 14^ 

Exceeds that of the Sire^ because she knows M. i^t 
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410 FRAGMENTS. 

That they are hers, his title to the name 
or Father rests upon opinion only. 

M. Falso ^"^ '^<^ ^^'^^ ^o ^heir latest breath reveres 

atata,4 His aged Parents, to the Gods is dear, 
*• ^*'' Both while he lives, and in the silent grave. 

Mother, be assured, I ne'er shall cease 

To love thee, since 'tis just, and from thy womb 

1 spring ; yet do I openlj' profess, 

B. 148 That my affection for my Sire is greater 
M. 58 Than what I feel for all mankind beside; 

Nor be thou angry, for that Sire begot me; 
And with Paternal honours man is grac'd. 
Nor doth he ever bear his Mother's name. 

B. 155 Altho' the treasures of my house are lost, 
M. 61 Illustrious birth and courage still remain. 

Perceiv'st thou not that men of high descent 
Thro* poverty their antient splendor lose. 
And they who erst were nothing, but are now 
Grown rich, obtain distinction on account 
B. 157 Of ^^^^^ possessions, and by nuptial unions 
M. Fkbo Their children aggrandise ? on wealthy villaios 
Gtita, 5 ^ij j^|.p more ready to confer a boon 

Than on the virtuous man who is depres9*d 
By indigence : for whosoe'er hath nought. 
Is worthless, but each blessing follows gold. 

But he who speaks of Sorrow, as a pest 
Too great for man to combat, and exhorts 
To twine the fatal noose, or throw himself 
Down headlong from the precipice, is void 
Of wisdom : yet is he hllow*d to pray 
That he may ever 'scape that fell disease. 

To man, his griefs a source of sickness prove. 

The slow Physician, who to the disease 
Gives time t' exhale its venom, works a cure 
More perfect than by making deep incisions. 
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He who is prosperous^ never ought to thiuk 

With him beniguant Fortune will retDHia 

Invariably; for that capricious Goddess, 

If we must call her Goddess, loathes to dwell 

Perpetually beneath one roof. The wealth ^ ^^^ 

Of mortals is but mortal : e'en the proud. 

And they who from the present moment fprm 

Their judgement of hereafter, to their co^t 

Are taught by Fortune's self this motirntul truth. 

Unstable is the happiness of man. 

The just and wise, tho' their distress be great, 
Ought never to be angry with the Gods. 

Thou follow*st Hopes, my Son, which on light wings 
Are borne away : now Fortune doth forsake thee. 
For various are the shapes whiqh she assumes. 

A. Talk not to me of idle hope, but leave 
My tears to stream with freedom. 

B. Many things 
May happen, which thou could'st not have expected* 

We aged men are qualified indeed 

To watch o'er others; in return we borrow 

Protection from the Tigorous arm of youth. 

When heretofore I thro' the streets beheld 

A blind man crawl, supported by his guide 

And wailing such hard fortune; with the name 

Of dastard him I branded, who forbore 

To end his woes by voluntary Death : 

But now against the doctrine which I taught 

Myself offend, wretch that I am!-r-0 mortals. 

To this frail Being how are ye attach'd j^* ^ 

Who wish to see to-morrow ; tho' ye groan 

Under a load of numberless afflictions ! 

So strongly is the love of Life implanted 

In human breastis ; because, what 'tis to live. 
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419 FRAGMENTS. 

We know : but having ne'er experiencM Death, 
All fear to leave the Sun^s resplendeat beams. 

I am not quite a Phrygian : if I see 
That better 'tis to end than to prolong 
My life^ that nobler option v^ill I make* 

How harsh the disposition of this man^ 
Devoid of hospitality to strangers, 
And mindless of the duties of a friend ! 

Few for the dead retain unshaken friendship, 
Ahho' their kindred ; for the lust of gain 
Prevails o*er piety, and in the eyes 
Of man, the dearest objects lose all favour. 
When thro^ the gates the breathless corse is borne. 

When scenes like these our wondering eyes behold, 
How can we still assert that any Gods 
Exist, how yield obedience to their lawsf 

There is, there is a Jove, (tho* some deride 
This solemn truth,) and the immortal Gods 
Look down on every action of mankind. 

Woe to the man who views these things, nor marks 

That there is any God, nor casts away 

With just disdain the complicated frauds 

Of those Astrologers, with tongues accurst 

Impertinently babbling of what's wrapt 

In deep obscurity, tho' to their lot 

No portion of celestial science fall. 

What temple by the skilful builder rear'd, 
Can in the circuit of its walls contaia 
The person of a God i 

A. Answer me what idea shall we form 
Of God? 

B. As seeing all, himself unseen. 

The soul's a God in every breast implanted. 
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Oft hath my heart fceen torn with anxious cafe. 

Doubting if Fortune or some Power Divine 

Rale the affairs of men^ and from their home B. sn 

(The bounds of probability and justice ^ is? 

Infringing) drive forth some expos'd to- want^ 

While others are as wondrously successful. 

To thee, O Universal King, 

This wine and salted cates T bring. 

Whether by Jove's or Pluto's name 

Our homage thou delight to claim ; 

This offering from my (56) scanty store, 

(With joy I would, but can no more) 

The mingled fruits of various kind B ftst 

Which I present with liberal mind, ^ 15S 

Accept : for midst the heavenly band 

Jove's aweful sceptre fills thy hand. 

And thou with Pluto dost partake 

His empire o'er the Stygian lake ; 

To man's benighted soul reveal 

Thy beams, and teach us, ere we feel. 

From what'curst«source our woes distill^ 

Where grows the bitter root of ill. 

What Power Divine we must invoke 

To ease us from the galling yoke. 

For whensoe'er benignant Jove inclines 
To snatch a mad from ruin, ^various means 
Such purpose to effect, the God bestows. 

With zeal on many fond pursuits we enter. 
By our blind hopes engag'd in fruitless toils. 

(56) The expression in the text is wmpor ^wrMt, wliich I render rara 
victima, finding an authority for diis acceptation of the term aman ^uf*9y 
cited by Henry Stephens, in his Thesaurus linguoe Greece, Vol. IIL' 
p. 167, from the second book of Plato's Republic. Mr. Heath however, 
to whom this phrase probably did not occur, chooses to read eacv^:, 
sacrtficium inpus expers ; and is followed by Dr. Musgrave, though with* 
out any apparent authority for altering the text as taken by Barnes 
from Clemens AlexandniiBs* 
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4U FRAGMENTS. 

The daring sailors in an evil hou/ 

As o'er th* immeasurable dee^they pass. 

Feed on the slender nouri^ment of Hope. 

While thou enjoy'st^ife luxuries of wealth, 
O woman, cans><fiou level to the sphere 
Humanity demands, thy towering soul i 

The favouriible sentence they obtained. 
Induces them to jutter these vain boasts. 

We think the prosperous man is also wise. 

To th* industry of slaves for our support 
Are we the free-born citizens indebted. 

Him 1 abhor who makes a vain profession 
Of wisdom, while unwise in his own conduct. 

To man in wisdom, as in virtue. Love 
Affords the best instruction, sweetest God 
That e'er held converse with the human race. 
His votaries 4ie to Hope conducts, affording 
B. 256 Delight unmingled : ne'er may I associate 
M. 165 With those who in the toils which Love demands 
Are not initiated, be my abode 
From those of savage manners far estrang'd : 
The young I counsel not from Love to fly. 
But use him, when he visits them, aright. 

Physician to the maladies of others. 
Himself with loathsome ulcers cover'd o'er. 

The best of Seers is he who guesses right. 

Fame holds the virtuous forth to public view, 
Tho' plung'd in deepest caverns of the earth. 

Unbridled fury marks the sons of slaves. 



My soul abhors the citizen, who slow 
*^^ In yielding succour to his native land. 
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Is prompt to injure it^ and his own interests 
Advances^ tho' he never serves the state. 

The Gods to men's posterity impute B. "274 

Each sin committed by their impious Sires. M. iss 

None of thy wholesome counsels have escaped me, ^' ^* 

But nature's force subdues my better reason. iiM?i 

It is not meet to join the aged Dame i 

With a gay youthful Mate, for he desires B. sso 

Some lovelier Nymph to grace the genial bed, M. ur 

While his forsaken Wife devises mischief. 

But he who late possessed that vigorous frame, 
Like a refulgent star which falls from heaven 
Hath been extinguished ; to the skies ascends 
His kindred spirit, but a breathless corse 
His body lies, that image of the Gods. 

Tho' ye possess high rank, and by your wealth 
Expect to crush the virtuous, scorn awaits you. 

A race of men inur'd to constant toil. 
And poising with unwearied arm the spear. 

For Eloquence, were men obliged to pay 
A mighty price, none on such terms would wish 
That talent to possess : but now from Heaven, 
As a free gift, since 'tis received, all love 
Promiscuously to utter truth and falshooci, 
Because no mulct attends the Tying ton:;iie. 

Thus Nature will'd, who cares not for the laws. 

The beauty of a Woman ne'er sccur'd 

Th* affections of her Husband ; but to many 

Hath virtue prov'd of use ; for every Dame 

Endued with such perfection, to her Lord 

United by the strictest bonds, knows how B.3t8,«rd 

To lead a life of chastity : the first ^'- ^^*»^^^ 

Of duties it exacts from her, is this: 
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Howe'er deform'd her Mate, he must appear 

To the wise partner of his nuptial bed 

Perfectly beautiful, because the soul, 

And ndt the eye, is qualified to judge 

Of beauty : what he says, she should think rights 

Tho' it be wrong, and in her conversation 

Adopt such language as will please her Lord : 

Most pleasing is it when the Wife condoles 

With him in his afflictions, and her part 

Of grief as well as pleasure bears : with thee 

Thus in thy adverse fate am I resolv'd 

To sympathise ; for nought which I for thee 

Endure, shall I deem bitter ; with our friends 

Should we be wretched, and with them be blest. 

What else deserves the sacred name of friendship ? 

For me sufficient is the fmgal board 

With scanty fare supplied ; I covet not 

Th' unseasonable delights which grandeur yields. 

To Summer and to Winter are assign'd 

Four lunar revolutions each^ two only 

To friendly Autumn, and to Spring the same. 

O miserable life of mortal man. 
At every moment bow art thou exposed 
To danger, now encreasing, and again 
B. 308 Dwindling to nothing! there's no goal assign'd. 
At which when they arrive, the human race 
Have privilege to rest in their career. 
Till, at Jove's mandate. Death with chilling hand 
Arrive, and put a period to our life. 
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But whosoe'er would practise with success 
The healing art, both on the food of those 
Who in the city dwell, and on the soil. 
His observations founding, should explore 
The source from whence their maladies arise. 



Digitized by 



Google 



iL 


396 


M. 


IM 


B. 


srt 


M. 


159 


B. 


529 


m. 


171; 


B. 


591 


M. 


i4i 



FRAGMESTS. 417 

At the luxurioiis tables of the rich^ 

Not with the hungry poor, is Venus foun<L 

Me, want, and an accursed appetite 
Whence are deriv'd all evik, hath subdued. 

Thee too, O Mother Earth, whcmiy pois'd in air^ 
3y Vesta's hflUow'd name each Sage invokes. 

Better for man bad he been never born. 

The throes of pregnancy I next endure, 

And if I bring forth children who are fools. 

In vain lament my fate, oft as these eye» 

Behold the worthless flourish, while the'good ^ ^^ 

From these fond arms in infancy are torn ; H^ ^^ 

Or if they live, thro' attzious thoughts, t waste/ ^ 

Which prey upon my miserable heart. 

What benefit is this i are not the cares 

Sufficient which attend a single life ? 

r The seiffiments I ntow maintain, and lodg 
Have held, are these ; men should beget no childreD, 
Aware of the afflictions they inherit. 

Since thou wert bom a man, thou from the air. 
Whence all receive their nourishment, and draw 
Their vital breath, those evils that attend 
On life, hast caught ; frail mortal as thou arty 
Endure what to mortality beloogs. 

Who that despises death can be a slave ? 

But he who to necessity submit?. 

Among mankind with justice is term'd wise/ 

And one who knows the mystic will of Heaven. 

* A different med'cine suits a different ail ; 
Each friend, with soothing words, consoles the man 

* Who is afflicted, but reproves the fool. 

/ Thou, an artificer, bast interfered 

* In matters that are foreign to thy trade^ 
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418 FRAGMENTS. 

Such intricate discussions, O mj' soul, 
Attempt not : wherefore Hx thy views on things 
Beyond the common pitch ; among ih)* equals 
Unless thou mean t' assume uudue importaoce? 

To great evenii* alone doth Jove attend. 
But leaves each little incident to rortur^e. 

Ah, would to Heaven the miserable race 
Of Diortals had been dumb ! 

Endure^ what thc.u didst erst inflict with jo^-. 

When you h;rve caught a foCi the laws permit 
Inflicting a severe revenge^ and this 
I hold to be the duty of a man. 

A. What cause hast thou, who art a dying man. 
For worshiping the Gods ? 

B. To worship them 
Is best, and heuce doth no fatigue ensue. • 

The Gods, whom nature hath made far superior 
To frail mankind, beneath a thousand forms 
By well-conducted stratagems deceive us, 

O Uoyalty, thou idol of Barbarians ! 

Silence is oft the wise man's best reply. 

Be golden pinions fitted to my back. 

And to my leet such wings as erst adorn'd 

Those of the Sirens : to the wide expanse 

Of ether I with bold ascent would steer 

My rapid course, and with dread Jove associate. 

The pjiiises of the Air, and teemu^g Earth 
That universal Mother, do I sing. 

Safety is best of all with conquest join'd : 
But if the Fates ordain that we must die, 
Tis glorious thus to die, and cast off life 
In the pursuit of everlastiiiiy fame. 
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What we call Life is but a roond of toil. 
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FRAGMENTS. 4l« 

A sinful man is he; for sinful joys 

Are the sole object which attract bis love. 

For beauty thus traDscendeut^ to its owner 
In my opinion is a dangerous gift. 

That common end of lite, which from his birth 
M^as by the Fates ordaio'd^ in death he finds. 

For gold rules mortals with despotic poweN B, 387 

Blest is the man, well skiird t' explore 

The secrets of historic lote, 

Averse to work his country's bane^ 

Mor hurried on to deeds profane, * 

Who views with contemplation's eye u ^^ 

Nature's charms which never dief, H. i53 

Knows who compos'd this wondrods frame 

And from what origin it came; 

Never can any scheme that's base 

Iii souls thus virtuous find a place. 

He who is truly Fortune's favourite, sups 
From home, and at another's plenteous board. 

Form humble views^ or act with greater might. 

When thee some fresh calamities befall. 
Thou for the aid of such a friend wilt pray. 

When fail the ties of friendship, those of blood 
Alone can save us in severe distress. 

To me O speak not in that florid style, 

But give such counsel as may serve the slate. 

The happiest men are they who grieve the least. B. 407 
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Shall I presume to say no Gods exists 

Because the prosperous fortunes of the wicked b« 41s 

Strike with a dire astonishment my Soul I 
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420 FRAGMENTSb 

y For n#t in dying, but in djring basely 

Is there aught terrible. 

B. 418 O'^^ ^° immeasurable space of land 

M 210 By him was the huge continent stretcht forth. 

Sustaining on his shoulders the huge boar. 
Or laden with a party-colourM lynx. 
Ferocious beast, he came; 

(57) Thou Thracian woman, for we cannot pay 
Attention to the voice of slaves, depart* 

A table with no social converse grac'd, 
*^ Is but the stall wbere bungry beasts are fed. 

The Air, on which, as on a gorgeous car. 
From Heaven, are the immortal Gods convey'd. 

There's no possession of more worth than Virtue, 
Which makes not men ignoble slaves to wealth. 
To fears for their own safety, or th' applause 
Of a vile rabble ; but the more 'tis us'd. 
The more is Virtue to perfection brought. 

He who by Anger is infiam'd, can form 
No prudent counsels : but by frantic rage 
And want of understanding, those two pests 
To those they visit, many are destroyed. 

Whenever tbou seest any man rais'd high, . 
Exulting in his wealth, and noble birth. 
Whose superciliousness exceeds his fortune. 
Think not that Nemesis will long delay 
To punish him ; for he is lifted up 
Only to make his fall the more conspicuous. 

(57) The four intermedkifee lines in Bvnet% edition, ^otfed by Clemens 
AlexandrinuB witboat citing any author, and ascribed to Sophocles by 
Stobsus, Headi, and VaDLenaer, we ondCled by Dr. MiBgiave ; tliey 
•onsHt of an adBunntion against exeess in wine and iiitemperanc« of 
speech. 



ja. 23 



Digitized by 



Google 



U. 40 



FRAOMENTSt 421 

The maD tbaf s so shortHsighted that he yiews- 

And looks for nought except the thing be likes, ^ '^ 

Is too unwise to be a judge of truth. 

A city thus diseased, bath wpodrous skilly ^ ^ • 

New and uoheard-of nisohi^ff to devise 

There's no equality anioog mankiod. 

Fortune should wander stript of all her might. 

And qualities the most conspicuous gain 

Their due preemip^nce : whoe'er is fam'd H. s$ 

For strength unrtyall^d, or with purest aim 

Can twang the bow, or launch the spear in battle. 

O'er his inferiors ought to be a King, * 

Since I have err'd myself, I ne'er wonM counsel 
Another to his children to yield up 
The reins of power ull darkness close his eyes : 
Else must he live dependent on their favour* 

Regardless of the law^ would I drag forth 

To a just punishment the impious man 

Who at the altar takes bis seatj nor fears ^- ^ 

The Gods' resentment ; for the penal doom 

His crimes deserve, each villain ought to suffer* ^ 

From Kingly Power doth foul injustice spring, m« 45 

The humble Peasants lead a happy life, . 

For by fresh hopes their griefs are ever sooth'd, 

A virtuous Consort stops her Husband, bent 
On utter ruin, and preserves a house. 

Women I hate, but hate thee most of all. 
Who having acted basely, well can speak. 

We toil in vain, when a strict guard we keep 

Over the female sex ; why should we watch 

With jealous eyes the conduct of the Dame h^ 55 

Who is not virtuous of her own accord. 

And tempt her yet more grossly to deceive us i 
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B. 56 Blest is the Woman whom her Husbaod loves. 



59 



Important truths are couch'd in many savings 
From antient days transmitted : for the words 
Which wisdom dictates are a sovereign balm 
To heal each fear that haunts the soul of man« 



Your Son, I know, was modest ; he ponvers'd 
With virtuous men, and led an holy life: 
Uf 6% How then from such perfections could he sink 
Into most horrid crimes ? That such a change 
Is possible, shall no man e'er t>ersuade me. 

M. rg There's nothing which we value more than life. 

jj gy The mortal, wfeo bath pass'd thro' life's career 
Exempt from sorrow, never could be found. 

By impudence did no man e*er obtain 
If. 88 That honest fame, which labour, generous deeds. 
And gentleness of manners, oft acqqire. 

Thou for thy words in courteous words hast found 
M. 9$ An adequate return ; but for his deeds 
He by like deeds with justice is repaid. 

After all this, let him the utmost craft 
Exert that he is master of, and practise 
M. 96 Each stratagem against me : for the champions 
Prepar'd t' assert my cause are Just and Right, 
And I in no base action shall be caught. 

For Jove, dread Sire, who wish'd to ruin Troy 
And punish Greece, these mischiefs hfitb devis'd* 

In my opinion whosoe'er sustain^ 
M* 19^ M'ith firmness all that Fortune can inflict^ 
Is both a virtuous man and truly wise. 

M. Its •'^'y breast, O Vpnus, warm with temperate fires. 
But let thy torch (till unextinguished burn. 

M. 124 Fair is the eve of beauty^s closing d^. 
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FRAGMENTS. 423 

Ful many perishM^ by the roaring blast 
Of thunder smitten^ slain without a wound. 

By many names distinguished, not by that 

Of Venus only, she is Orcus too, M. lu 

Immortal Strength and Bacchanalian Frenzy. 

When he had eagerly devonr'd the flesh 

Of the slain ox, he eat green figs, in notes « ^^^ 

So unharmonious bawling, as vvouid shock 

The most illiterate Barbarian's ear. 



The canopy ofihe immortal Go<ls 

Is that bright Ether which surrouuds the Earth 

Whene'er the rich man speaks, 'tis in a strain 
More sweet than that of the Pierian Maids. 



M. 162 



M. 173 



M. 180 
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O spare his life : for, by the laws, to slay 
A suppliant, is forbidden. 

Would ye then slay me for the words I spoke f M. isi 

^Tis most astonishing how the same thing H ^^ 

Pleases some men, but is to others hateful. 

To lier am I indebted for my safety. 

She is my Mother^ Sister, Servant, Nurse, 

My anchor and my tutelary roof. 

Evil society corrupts good morals. M. i89 

Remote from any houses there t dwelt.' M. 196 

Twere base to speak, and grievous to be silent M. 200 

He struggled in the snare, but could not 'scape, M. 902 

Without a wave the dimpled ocean smiles. 1^^ goa 

In me thegreatest frenzy would it prove, j^j ^^ 

Jf I the children of a stranger nurtured. 

Midst their domestics, women find respect, ^^' *^^ 

Ruling the city, but unlike a friend, ^ 220 

Still are these Heralds a loquacious brood, *'• 221 
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j4bSYRTES, son of &te% king q£ Polcbos, mardered by his iMw 
Medea, 1,^6, 308. 

JUammtf son of TheseiUy and king of Athens, joMy with bis broliitr 
DemophoQB, i, 7 ; ii, 79, 4^. 

JUaaiWy son of PeJias, a ThessaHan king, i, 436. Expels Peleus from 
bis dominioiB, ii, 338. 

Jeeumdion of Polymestor by Hecuba, 4, 52. Of Helen by Hecnlniy ii, 331* 

Adumif second son of Xothus and Creusa, iii, 174. 

AcboM, a pronnce in tbe Peloponesoa, named ham Acfafleas, |b. but 
someUmes osed to signify Greece in genend. 

AAeUua^ a riyer dividing iEtolia from Acarnanai, i^ 374* Tbe most 
aatient of rivers, ib. 

Ackfrmty a river in the infernal regions, i, 224^ 408, 410; iii, f 11. 

JMiet, son of Peleus and Thetis, his birth and exploits foretold,!^ U5. 
Edocaled by Chiron, ib, 104* Disgnised in female apparel at the pabu» 
of Lyoomedes, m, 390. i)wift of foot, ii, 77. Said to have been a suitor 
of Helen, iii, 8. Comes a volunteer to the siege of Troy, ii, 70, 111. 
Offen Us prolectiaB to Iphigenia, ii,119. Attends the sacrifice of 
Ihat poncess, ii, 153. Drags the body of Hector round the yniBa of 
Troy, i, 456. Slain by Paris, ib. 17. His ghost appears and demands 
a virgin to be sacrifioed at bis tomb, ib. t* 

JUriritUy king of Argoe,.iii, 313. Tlie oracle given to him by ApoUo, ib* 
Imprisons his daughter Danae on discovering her pregnancy, ib. 315. 
Exposes her and her infimt son Perseus on the sea in a wooden chest^- 
ib.<a49. 

AAcem, son of Aiistsens and Antbnoe one of Cadmus's daughters, ii, 40U 
Devoured by his own hoonds, ib. 361. 

Admehut, King of Pheraea in Thessaly, saved by his wife Alcestis volun- 
tarily dying in his stead, i, 390. Reproaches Pheres his father, ib. 421« 
Entertsins TItrcntes, who restores Alcestis to him, ib. 437. 

AdtmUf t>eloved by Venus, slain in hunting, i, 384* 

Adttftum of other sen's childien censored, iii, 371. 
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Adnutea, Se« Nemesit, 

AiroihUy son of Talam, and king of Argos, givM ids two danghten m 
marriage to Tydeiu and Polynices, i, 177 ; ii, 9. I^eads his troops 
against Thebes, i, 178. Is defeated, ib. 218. Flies to Elensine, and 
implores the assbtance of Theseus, iL 7* His encominoB on his shun 
friends^ ib. 45, 46) 47. 

Adrathu, son of Polynices, ii, 80« 

Adriatic sea, or gnlph of Venice, i, t52. 

Adtice of a father to his son» iii, 551. To his daughter, tb. 38f • 

AdkUenf became frequent from the examples of those of high rank, 
i, 336. Instances of it among the "^ds, ib. 338. Comidered ai 
more criminal in a woman than in a man, iii, 296. 

JEatms, son of Jupiter and iEgina, i, 506. His amoor with Psamathe, 
one of tlie Nereids, iii, 3. ' 

Aedmiy daogliter of Pandareosy and wife of Zethos, changed into a 

^ mgUlingale, ii, $67. 

JEgcan sea, dividing Greece from A8ia,ii, 336. 

JEgeuSf sen of Pandion king of Athens, swears to protect Medea, 
i, 284. 

^ialeus, son of Adra^tus king of Argos, ordained to lead the Epigoni, 
ii, 63. 

JEguta^ daughter of .Ssopus king qf Boeotia, u^ \ 03. 

Mgi$y Minerva's shield, formed of the Goigon's IiiJe, iii, 142. 

^^, a son of Ion, so named from Minerva's sUc Id, iii, 174. 

^.gidkuSy son of Thyestes, assists Clytemne.stra in the murder of Aga- 
memnon, and usurps the throne of Argos, iii, 245. Is slain by Ores- 
tes, ib. 287. Castor and Pollux order his body to be iaterrcd, ib. 307. 
* JEgypt, watered by the ^ile, iii, 3. The real Helen placed there during 
the siege of Troy, ib. 5, 86. 

JEgyphUf son of BeUis, sails to Argas with his fifty sons, iii, 337. 
His SODS murdcf eJ by their wives, the daughters of his brother Da> 
nans, i, 40 : iii, 221. Accuses Dauaus before the assembled citizens 
of Argos, i, 103. 

Mlinmy or lamentation for the death of linus, i, 128 ; iii, 193. 

JEneasy son of Andiises and Venus^ advises Hector to send a spy into the 
Grecian camp, ii, 247. 

JEnin, a. city of Perrhsbia ui Tliessaly, ii, 80. 

Enigma of the Sphynx solved by Oedipus, i, 161. 

JEolus, a descendant from Jupiter, iii, 104. Son of Hellen, ib. 321. 

JErope, daughter to Creteus sonof Bfinos, WUc of Atreus, and Mother 

. to Agamemnon and Menelatis, i, 61. Seduced by Thyestes, i, 109; 
iii, 282. 

JEsaUapiwiy vn. of Apollo, able by his skill hi medicine to restore the 
dead to life, i, 395. Slain by tlie thunderbolts of Jupiter, ib. 389. 

JEthra, daughter of Pitthens, and Wife to ^geus king of Athens, ii, 3. 
Persuades her son Theseus to comply with the request of Adrastus and 
the Suppliant Argiye matrons, ib. 18. 
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JEtf««, a monataki laSicfly, oppoote tibe comI of Phcenkia, ii, 999. Oo- 
cnpied by the CyclofNi, ib. 413. Sacred to YuicaOy ib. 443. Tbrown i 
by Mnerm opoD tbe Giant Encebdtu, iii, 217. 

JEtiMam»f atoated at tiie extremity of Europe, and considered as half 
Barbarians, i, 165. Expert in throwing the spear, ib. Dri?e the 
Theban troops from the ramparts, i, 317. 

4frieay antiently caOad Libya, from Libya the danghter of Epaphus, 
t,i91. 

AgwnemMMf son of Atreos and /Erope, king of Argos, i, ^1. Marries 
Ciytemnestra, daughter of Tyadaite, by whom he has three daughters 
and a son, 1, 6f« Chosen general of the Grecian troops, who arc dcr ' 
tained by a calm m the bay of AuUs, H, 71. . Conaeiits to the sacrifice 
«f his daughter Iphigenia, ii, 95. Veils his face on seeing Iphigeoia 
bone to tiie altar, ii, 152. Attempts to save Polyxena, i, 7. Con- 
nives at Hecnba'fe revenging herself on Polymestor, i, 44). Retnnu 
victorious fram Troy, and ia miurdered by his W'i& Clytenuiestra and 
ber paramour ^gisthos, iii, ^45. 

,4gwe, daag^Ker of Cad^ms and wife of Ecbion, ti, S5f>, Teacs in pieces 

. her own son Penthens, mistakmg him for a wiJd boast, ii, o96. Beai s 
his head to Cadmus as a trophy, ii, 403. 

AgenoTf liiog of Phcenicia, father of Cadmus, who fimnded Tiiebes 
i^ 169. His other «ons, iii, 403. 

AglawaSf daughter of Cecrops and Agraulos, iii, 9^, 116. 

AgnaUoBf wife to Cecrops king of Athens, ib. 

Agyimi, a uaoie g^ven to ApoUo from tus statues t>eing erected in the 
public slvects^ iii, 97. 

4jaxy son of Telaroon, commands the division of the Grecian fleet sent 
fitun the isle of Jtelamitf, which wwt subject to his father, ii, 81. Puts 
an end to his own hfe on Ulysses' obtainiug the arms of Achilles, 
iii, 8. 

e^Ajas^ son of Oilens, called the lew, ii, 79, S50. Cassandra ravished by 
himy though she fled for shelter to the temple of Minerva, ib. S94. 
On which Keptone promises to wreck the Grecian ships op the rocks 
of Caphareus, ib. 395. 

^tr, « changeful element, ni, 316. Father of Gods and men, ib,. 4f)X 

Akmm^ aon of Perseus, fiitherof AmphitiyoQ, iii, 179. 

. Jke<*of«, son of Pebps, li, 466. 

^losB^is, daughter of Pelias, aad wife to Admetusklngof Pherea ia 
Tliessaly, dieii to save her hnsband» i, 400, 40B, Restored to hfe by 
Hercules, ib. 467. 
Alddn^ so eaUed from Alcseus, his i^and&ther. See Hercules. 
>4/.'ijipe, daughter of Mars did Agburos, ravished by Haiirothhis, iii, 306. 
Alcmti on, son of Amphiareus and Eriphile, iii, 324^ His altercation with 

Adrastus, liis mother's brother, ib. Sfi6» 
Alcmena, wife of Amphitryon and motlier of Heroulcs, iii, 386. Orders 
Eurj'sthens to be put to death, ii, 502. 
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Akffmiey daafjkibn of Neptimt and Alcyone, OM of tfie Pinadea, than^ 
formed into a kiii94iiher, (See Halcyon) ii, 214. 

Jkhu, father of Aoge, wbo had an amour with Hercnkiy iiiy $99. 

Aiexmider, a name of Paris, ii^ 3;S0, 

JUent, hs^ in conlenipt at Athens, iii, if 5, 1^8. 
' Ahpe, danghter of Clercyon, an Arcadian robber, who after hnng nd- 

. mitted die embraces of Neptnne, and being delivered of Hippothoon, 
the fmit of that amour« vras, according to Pausanias, murdered by her 
ftther, iii, 327. 

4ipkeu$, a river separating Elis fromNestoi's city of PyU»y in MeMeaia, 
ii,ao. 

4Um' of Apollo at Athens^ erected by the younger Pinstnrtus, ii^ 62. 
Of Diana in Tauris, on which human victims were sacrificed, ib. 146. 
Of Hercaean Jupiter, erected b^ Priam, wbo is mnrdered before it by 
^eoptolemuB, i, 4; ii, 292, 310. Of Jupiter, erected by Hereaies in 
Thebes, after conquering the Minyans, iii, 181. Ought not to shelter 
.criminals, ib. 421. 

dUhaa^ danghter of Thestius^ and wyfe to Oenens king of Calydon, 
iii, 373. Beloved by Bacchus, whose foUowers, the Satyn, danced 
before her gate, ii, 414. 

vlaMWNS, subdued by Hercules, iii, 150, 195. 

JmbUUmy a malignant Goddess, i, 183. 

Ammon, or Jupiter Hammond templf , i, 39jf ; iii, 292. 

Amphmea, a Dorie city, iii, 194. 

AfHfkimwi the seothsl^er, son of Oicleus, one of the seven Chieft who 
attended Adrast^ps to the siege of Thebes, i, 166. Bears a shield 
vritiKmt any ornaments, i, 214. The earth opens and swaHows him up 
aa he is llyhigftom the siege of Thebes, ii, 26* Adrastns's encomian» 
OB tanni ib. 48. 

Awpldmj son of Jupiter and Antxope, iii, 333. The walls of Tliebes 
erected by the sound of Us lyre, i, 200. He and his Brother Zethus 
beceuM kmgs of Thebes, iii, 180. His tomb neiir Thebes, H, 35. 

Awifkiitit€j danghter of Nereus, and wife of Neptune, Ii, 1 76. 

AmpkUnfonf son of AIcsbus, and fiither of Hercules, exults in having had 
Jupiter for the partner of his nuptial bed, iif, 179, 192. Baniabed 
from Argos for having accidentally killed Electtyon, the fiitfaer of bis 
wife Alcmena, ib. 179. In his youth conquered the Tq>lijanfl, ib. 181* 
Is promised by Hercules that his body shaU* after his decease, bei<e« 
moved for interment from Thebes to Athens, ib. 241. 

Afmfcloy a Spartan city, ii, 331. 

Amtfmone, daughter of Damiiis,;bdoved by Neptune, i, 167'« 

Anaekroiuims, of Euripides, i, 201, 364, 410; ii, 62, 428 ; iii, 98, 150. 

Anapbe, one of the islands called Sporades, in the Cretan sea, i, 269. 

i4naKrM, from **.a privativo" and au^, (^air," aThessafian river, wflbia 
source is on mount Pelioa, iii, 194. 

jMttt^ daughter of Atreos, and wifeof StropUnskhigof FliociSyii,202. 
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^ to A^itte kii« if lM>ei(iil.Gaici% and irife of 
Hector, i, 451. After herhosband's dfistk becomes tbo imsoner an<( 
ceoevbine of NeoptoleDniiy ilk 453. LameotB tiie fiite of her aoa 
Jbtyanax, seotenced to be thrown from the battleBMBts of Troy» ii. 
Ml, 8t8. ' She aad MohMwa, her Mm by NeoptolanmB, are saved bj 
Peleos from Meneiaus and Hetmioiie, i,\4a4. 

jMnhui^ dmsgaXbr to Gepheoa king of JEMOfk^ aiTed by Peneoi 
from a wa-monster, to whom she had been exposed, iti, 5S. 

Animtr, a Trojan wtmtotf iii, 405. 

AMigone^ daughter of Oedipos and Jocasta, i, 251 ; m, 331« 

jlttNlodkas, 800 of Nestoff slain by Bfemaon, iii, 49. 

AiAwpty wife, of the eldor Lyciu king of Thebes, iii, 91SS4 

AphndUe^ a name of Venosi from ttf^tnn, fi%9 % 352, 

Afi4mm»9 • Thessaliaa fiver, ^ 90 ; ii, 105. 

J^^a^f son of Jnpiter and Latona, his nme derived from «niX>M, or 
latiier oio^Jow, ** to destroy," iii, 397. Boni in the isle of Deloi, ii, 
fiS. Kills the P^jthon, ib. f S4. ErtablUiea his oracie at Delphi^ 
ib. Hm a aon by Crensa^ who is educated at Delphi, and called 
Io% iii, M. BMhwadloierntade in the house of Admetos^ i, 389. 
BoihthewaisofTMy^ii, 325. Saves Orestes, whom he had cam-' 
manded to slay bis moltier Cl^flemoestn, i^ 141 ; ii^ 206. 

j^psiogy of C^rtemnestoa, for hanng nrordered her husband Agamemnon^ 
iii, 296. Of Eteocles, for exdading his brother from his share of the 
Theban throne, i, 180. Of Helen, ibrdesertmg her husband Mene- 
kns, U^ 529^ Of Po^mestnr, for having murdered Polydore, i, 50* 

^FP^9 gcAden, given by Paris to Venus, die cause of the destruction of 
Troy, i, 28» 465. I^iken by Hercules from tlie garden of the Hes- 
peridas, iii, 195. 

Ardim FeliXy traversed by Baechus in his Asiatic expedition, i^ 349. 

•uteodia, the inland rtgta of the FslopooMas, iii^ 391. 

Arekdmuy kii^ofUacedoB, thepatron of £ur^ides. Preftce. 

Ardkdm$^ son of Temenus, a descendant of Hercules, iii, 337. 

^fvnp^gM^ ^be sopfame court of jndieaiare at Athens, from j^, 
''Maiiy' and BoyK, « a hill," that Ood havhof been first tried thero 
finrtfaemttderofHaliffothius^ ii, 206; iii, 306« 

ArtHnaOy a celebrated fountain in Eubcea, ii> 75. 

Argada, the third son of Ion, ii^ 174« 

AfgineB march against Thebes in support of Polyni^* claim to the 
throne, i, 178. Are defeated with great slanghter, i, 218. 

ArgBy the slap which conveyed Jason 4»d his friends, thence called 
Argonauts, to Colchos in quest of the golden fleece, built with pines 
hewn from teount PeKon, i, 249. 

Argin^ a city in the Peioponesus, founded by Inachus, iii, 338. The 
ships it fhrmshed for the siege of Troy, (oniuanded by Euryahis and 
Stitendns^ ii, 79. Sometinies used to sifpofy all confeierate Greece, 
ib. 93. Perpetually confounded by £uripides, with the neigbbouriag 
city of Mycene, i, 151. 
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Argu$, the keeper of lo, nitii hii Itnndred eyes, pktQred on tiie iliieid'of 

H^pomedoD, i, iHf 315. 
Ariadne^ daughter of Minos^ betrftyed by TbeBeii»y and afterwardi mar- 
ried to BacchQS, iy 599. 
Aridous, son of Apollo, and husband (^ Antoooe, one of Gadnns' dnigli- 

ters, ii, 401. 
^SrwMfiid bearings' of the seven Chiefs, who marched agaiast Tbehw^ 

i, 164, J15. 
.<^h»» borrowed by lolaosfiom the Temple, u^ 486« 
Artemis, See Diana, 

Asioy remarkable tor its great riches, in, 206. 
Asepusy a river between Athens and Thebes, ii, 29, S79. 
Astrologers represented as impostors, iii, 412. 
Astyanax, son of Hector and Andromache, thrown from the battlements 

of Troy, ii, 337. Ordered to be bnried in the sMeMof his&tfaery 

ib. 338. 
Asylvms On^t not to shelter rriminab, iii, 159^ 421. 
Atalantay daughter of Jasins king of Arcadia, hated by Venns, in, 374. 

A companion of Diana, i, 165. Mother to Parthenop*ns, ibt 
Atiy dan^ter of Jupiter, Goddess of vengeance, i, S93. 
Athamas, aThessalian king, son of iEolos, iii, 321, 358. 
Athristical language of Belleropbon, iii, 343. Of Sisyphos, ib. 3881- 
Athenians sprimg from their own soil, iii^ 92, 353. In a state of Iret- 

dom under (he government of Hiesciis, ii, 19. 
Jithens, from A^mr, Minerva, a city of note in Greece^ iii, 91* Its pndses, 

i, 287 ; ii, 1?, 462 ; iii, .?53. 
AtUv^ supports the Heavens on bis shoulders, iii, 91. Relieved from his 

burden by Hercules, ib. 195. Stationed in i£thiopia on the remotest 

bounds of the world, i, 35*i, iJ53, 367. 
jttreusy son of Pelop.s, father of Agamemnon and Menelans, i, 61. 

Rills tile children of Tbyestes, and ptaces them before tlieir fatiber 

at a banquet, ib. 
Attendant, points cut to AntUrone from a tower die Tbeban cfaiefiy 

i, 165'. Informs Andromache of IMenelaus* and Hermione's designs, 

ib. 453. Gives dytemnestra an account of the 8acri66e of Iphigeoia, 

ii, 151. 
Attica, spoken of as consisting of four cities, ii, 456. 
Ararice, its baleful eftccts, iii, 316. 

Avge, daughter of Aleins, seduced by Hercules, iii, 340, 392. 
Aulis, a sea-port in Boeotia, the Greek fleet wind-bomid there, ii, 71, 

159. 
Awrofa, Goddess of the morning, her love for Cephalus, i, 338. And 

for Titbonns, ii, 396. 
Aulolycus, a fragment, iii, 341. 
Autonoe, daughter of Cadmus, and wifeof A^i8t«^n», ii, 356. Attisti in 

the murder of-Penthens, ib. 397. 
Axius, a Macedonian river, ii, 371. 
Jxtty a district in Arcadia, i, 141. 
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BaaAmatiaM come from Lydia^ and introdace their orgies at Tbebei, 

fi, 351. 
^oecAitf, son of Jupiter and Semele, comm in disguise to Thebes^ 
iiy 349; Sent to prison by Pentlteus, ib. 369. Bnrsts his bonds, and 
destroys the palace, ib. 375. Decoys Penthens to moont Cithairony 
ib. 390. Reassames his own form, ib. 406. Carried off from Icari« 
by some Etrurian pirates, ib. 413. He and his vota|ries hauni mount 
Parnassus, ib. 524 ; iii, 395. Associates with Cybei^, ib, 380. Kills 
one of the giants with his Thyrsus, ib. 99. 
JSamsftmcNf, the ancient punishment for homicide, i, 85. Attended by 

the greatest nuseries, ib. 174, ^8. 
Barbarians neglect paying due honours to the dead, i, 15. Their inces- 
tuous amours, ib. 459. Not a term of reproach, but univenaliy 
adopted, it, 261. 
Bards, charged wiA misrepresenting the Gods, ii, no ; iii, 237. 

Battles too minutely described, ii, 45. 

Beaty greater, the constellation, represented in the Delphic tapestry, iil, 
150. 

Beart, the two, gnard^ the northern pole, iii, 381. 

BeoMiy of itself insufficient to secure the affections of a husband, i, 460 ; 
iii, 415. 

BeUenpkany son of Ghmcfas lung of Coriiith, mounted on Pegasus, kUIs 
the Chmuera, iii, 98- His misfortunes and atheistical huiguage, ib. 
343. 

Bett of Hippolyta, the Amazon, won by Hercules and Theseus, il, 46». 

Blb^ne wine, from Bibhne, a district of Thrace, iii, 15:}. 

fimf, of evil omen, iii, 203. 

Birds, announce to mankind the will of the Gods, iii, 97. 

Bhrth^ noble, its great Taloe, i, 485. 

Bisioma. See Thrace, 

BlesshifSf often showered on mankind unexpectedly, iii, 327. 

Boor of Calydon, iii, 374. 

Bodies of slain enemies often treated with indignity, iii, 289. 

Beekia, a hike in Thessaly, near mount Ossa, i, 419. 

Beeotia, sends iifty ships to the siege of Troy, ii, 79. 

Bands of human ^victims loosed, i, 25 ; n, 229. 

Bow, called the weapon of a dastard, iii, 185. Its advantages, ib. 186. 

Boy, supposed to be Melon son of Etcoclus, ii, 58. 

Branches borne by suppUanU, i, 77 ; ii, 3, 15. 

Bratarmia, a district m Attica, where stood a temple of Diana^ Ii, 235. * 

Bread and water sufficient for man, iii, 319» 

Brftf^grooms exempted from going to wai', ii, no.' 

Bromius, See Bacchus, 

Bmris, kmg of /Earypt, son of ^^ept^nc and Lvsianassa, daughter of ' 
Epapbos, iii, 341. % ' . 



Digitized by 



Google 



4M tmpMXm 



CmAkh^ 9tm o^ Agenor Ubs of Fliaeiiicia. In, 364. Kl6s flie dh«o% 
ftbdsowthis teetii»i» 190. FoiidsThdbe^ and! WttriegHannortK 
dMi^ter of Mm and Veansy i, 159| 199^ His mvtmge bonoored 
with tlie presence of tbe Godsy ib. 200* ReagDa the tfarane to Pea^ 
thens liii frandsoD^ ii, $50. Becomes Ute votary of Baocfaosy ib. 354^ 
He and Harmonai tniasformed into serpents, ib* 406 ; iii, 364. 

C^Ukmi, tbe Grecian soothsayer, directs A|;amennion to sacrifice Iphi- 
/genia, ii, 71, 159. Varions accounts «f bis deatb, ii, 181. 

C^tisto^ daughter of Lycaon, transformed into a Bear, iii, %U 

CaOichore, a spring near Eleiisine in Attica, ii, 21 3 iii, 147# 

Co^doii, acity of ^tolia, iii, 372, 377. 

Cndster, primary signification of tlie wopd, ii, 152- 

CttpaneuSi one of the seven Chiefs who marched tiffmi l^hcbesy hfti 
arrogant boasts, if I6f. His shield described, i, 215. As he scales 
tbe walls^ he is destroyed by a tbunderbolt, i, 217. Adnstnsli en- 
cominms on him, ii, 46. His body bant sepajrately as being sacred, 
i, 49, 53. 

Capkareusy a rock oh tbe coast of the island of Enboea, ii, 29$. 

Cartons, the first nation who fought for bare, ii, 445. 

Cormur, son of Jupiter and Europa, a celebrated prophet, t, 410. 

CaryaUuu^ a city in the island of Euboea, on the shdra opposite to tbo 
Athenian territories ii, 234^ 

Cassandra, daughter of Priam and Hecnba, ii^ 321. Inspired' by 
Apollo, ib. 323. ForeteUstiie destruction of Troy, ii, 108 ; ivy SC3. 
Ravished by Ajax O'llens, ii, 294. Selected froai tbe captives by 
Agamemnon for his concubine, ib. SOU ("oieteUs Agamemnotfs and 
her own death, ib. 308, 309. 

Castalhf a fountain near Delphi, at the foot i>f mount Parnassus, sacred 
to die Muses, ii, 224; iii, 95. 

Castor, son of Jupiter and I^da, ii^ 296. AQanced to Helen before 
he was admitted among tbe Gods, iii, 260. He and bis brother 
Pollux two stars, ib. 11. llieyi^pear to Orestes after the mnnier 
of his mother, and order him to leave AigpSy ib. 305. They pMtect 
the Mariner, ib. 311. 

Core of the Cyclops on mount ^tna, in tbeishindofSiciiy, H, 431. 
Of Trophonius at Lebadia in Bceotia, iii, 104. 

Cecrops, the founder of Athens, from whom it was antiently caUed 
Cccropia, assumes m part the form of a sefpeot, iii^ 151. 

Centaars, half men and half horses^ dwelt on mount Pelion in Thesaaiy, 
ii, 104. Attended the feast of the Gods at the nnptials of Feleos and 
Thetis, ib. 124. Great numbers of them slain by Hereuks, iii, 194, 
S34. 

Cifkaiaie, an ishmd in the Ionian sea, subject to Ulysses, u, 416. 

Cfphahu, beloved by Aurora, and caught up into Heaven, i, 338* 
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Cej^himu, an Athenisui river, i, 287 ; Ui, 156. 

Cerberus, the three-headed dog of hell, di-agged to the upp^er world by 

Hercules^ iii, 180, 205. 
Ceres, dangliter of Saturn and Ops, goddess of Com, worshipped at Elcu- 
gine, ii, 3. Mankind indebted to her for 9oUd food, ib. 358. Tb« 
oracles at Athens direct a virgin to be sacrificed to her, ib. 472. Wan- 
ders over the wprid in qocst of her daughter Proserpine, iii, 71. 
Ceyxy kin^ of Tracliis, nnable to protect the children of Herimles, ii, 4Gl. 
His death lamented by his wife Alcyone, changed into a king-fisher, 
ii, 214. 
Chakisy a city of Euboua, on the shore of the Kuripns, ii, 75 ; iii, 94. 
Chambers appropriated to tlie separate residence of the women, iii, 314^ 
Champums at the pnblic games, a race of men totally upserviceable to 

their country, iii, 341. 
Changes of fortune Dne3[pectedly brought Uf pass by tlie Gods, i, 313, 

448, 508 ; ii, 409; iii, 88, 347. 
Chaosy the middle spAce betwixt Heaven tfid Earth* iii, 964. 
Charibdisy a gulph near the coast of Sicily, ii, 308. 
Charioteer, of Rhesus, charges Hector with his master's death, ii, i&U 
ChersenesHS, of Thrace, separated only by a nvrow Inth from Tipy, 

i, 37. 
Chess, not invented till long after the times of Jason and Falamfidcs, '^ 

251 ; ii, 76. 
Chat, in which Ion was exposed, lodged a» a votive gift in tbe temfUfi 

of Apollo, ill, 163. 
Children the greatest of blessings to their parcnU, iii, 317. When vir- 
tnons, lb. 115. Doubtfol whether productive of happioass or misery^ 
ib. 378. Frequently occasion much anxiety, i, 298. Always resemble 
their fkt^rs^ iii, 325. Few but what degenerate from the virtues of 
their ancestors, ij, 469; iii, 332. Their undntifuj behaviour to their 
parents calls down vengeance from Heaven, iii, 325. 
Ckmutra, a monster slain by Bellerophon, represented in the painting 
in ApoUo*s temple at belphi, iii, 98. Wroug|bt also on the cuirass 
of Achilles, ib. 266. 
Clurou the Ceotanr, sov of Saturn, and the nymph P]lilul^ ii, 104. 
Attends the nuptial festivity of Peleus and Thetis, and foretells tha 
birth and exploits of Achilles, ib. 125. Entrusted with the eduoa^ 
tioB of Achilles, ib. 104. After (lis death reccive4 among the Qods, ib. 
Chorabusy son of Mygdon, an ally of the Trojans, in, 26G. 
C&risf -thorn, the Patiurys of tlte f^ti^nts, ii, 432. 
Chranddgy frequoPrtJy ^sregarded by Euripides. See Anachrmisrns. 
Ckrysoy a city of Cilicia, subject to Action Andromache's fiither, ^ 

459. 
CArj^^ljjw*, son.of Prlops^ iii, 403. TreachcrouMy carried off by Lain* 

king of Theflies, i, ICO. 
Chrymthems, dauj;hter of Agamemnon* and Oytep^cstTa, i, 6«. 

Vot. HI. F F 
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/ 
Ckihamoy a name of Ceres, iii, 205. 

CUidaiUy inhabitants of a coantiy of Asia Minor on the shore of the 

Medlterruiean sea, and allies of the Trojans, ii, 267. 
CUix, son of Agcnor, from whom CUicta recdved its name, iii, 405. 
Circe, a sorceress, daughter of the Sun, ii, SOS. 
Cistemi, a Tluacian king, father of Hecuba, i, 3. 
Citkanmf a mountain in Boeotia, near Thebes, on which Oedipns was 
- exposed, i, 160. Pentheus there torn to pieces by the BaccbanaliaB 
• Dames, ii, 396* 
Cloud formed by Juno into the semblance of Helen, and borne by Faiia 

to Tray, iii, 5. 
Club of ITieseus, ii, 37. Of Hercules, iii, 218. 
Clymene, wife of Merops, and mother of Phaeton, iii, 397. 
dytemnestroy daughter of l^ndarus and Leda, wife to Agamemnon^ 

Comes to the Grecian camp at Aulis, ii, 89. Implores Achilles to 

protect her daughter Iphigenia, lb. 118. 'Upbraids Agamemnon, ib. 

129. Murders him with her ovm hand, i, 62 ; iii, 302. Marries her 

paramour iEgbthus, who usurps the throne of Argos, ib. 246. Is 

slain by her own children Orestes and Electra, i, 62 j iii, 302. 
Co, daughter of Merops the Titan, iii, 21. 
Cooftus, a river in the infernal regions, i, 411. 
(C9laneutj a temple ot Neptune near Athens, the phce where Oed^vs 

was to die, i, 242. 
Comtek of Eteodes and Polynices, i, 226«-229. 
Cd^fidoHU apt to give pernicious advice to a m^ed woman, i,'^^ 

492. 
Contest Of the three rival Goddesses, Juno, Muierva, and Venus, ii, 13^ 
CopreuSy herald to Eurysthens king of Argos, ii, 455, 466. 
Comdhy acity of Achats, situated between two seas, on the Isthmns 

iNrhidi joins Peloponesus to the main continent of Greece, iii, 345* 

Itie Isthmian games there celebrated, ii, 336. 
Com first appeared at EleuSine, ii, 4. 
Cory6aiiles, priests of Cybele, i, 324 ; ii, 352* 
Corycio, a mountain in Cilicia, ii, 371. 
Country m which he was bom, dear to a wise man, ii, 26. t)ear to every 

man, i, 173. ' 

Craaes, their flight described, iii, 79. 
Cmf &4 a river of Calabm, on whose banks stood the dty of Sybaris, 

ii, 299. 
Creon, king of Corinth, gives his daughter in marriage to Jason, i, 249. 

Sentences Medea to banishment, i, 265. Is destroyed by her en- 

chantmentB, i,*302. 
Cremi, king of Thebes, son-of Mensc^is, and brother to Jocasta, i, 159. 

Refuses to sacrifice his son the younger Menseceus, i, 208. Succeeds 

his nephew Eteodes, i, 235. Bamshes Oedipns from Thebes, ib. 

Commands the body of Polynices to be cast forth unbuned, i, 237. 

Will sot allow tht remains of the Argives to be intend, ii, 3. R«- 
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quires Thesens to expell Adnstos from liis donaioAy ib.'t4. Is defeated, 
ib. 38. Marries his daughter Megara to Hercules^ iii^ 179. Shin by 
Lycos, who usurps fats throne^ ib. 180. 

Creoniiadeit second son of Hercnles and Megan, iii, 197. Stein by hli 
distracted father, ib. 2iO. 

CretphoHietf king of Messenia, aftagment, iii, S64. 

CreUm Priests, a ftagment, iH, 367. 

Crefm Th^ns, a fragment, iii, 366. 

Crete, an island in the McMcliterranean sea, ii, 330. 

Crelheuey son of /Bolos, in, 3S1. 

Oraiia, daiighter to Erectheos king of Athens, deflowered by Apollo, 
iii, 91. Secretly delivered of a son ¥diom she exposes, ib. 99. Mar- 
ries Xntbos, ib. 93. Comes to Delphi to consnlt the oracle, ib. lOO. 
Endeavonrs to poison Ion, thinking him the son of Xntbns, ib. 145. , 
Acknowledges her son, on seeing the Chest in which she had exposed 
him, ib. 164. 

Ciipidf Venus' son, God of Love, his qntrer stored Wiffa two sorts of 
arrows, ii, 96. Subdues both Gods and men, i, 377. 

Cwreie$y priests of Cybele, who had the care of the infimt Jupiter, ii, 352. 

Canes, denounced against Laios by Pelops, i, 159, 235. Agafawt Eteo- 
cles and Polynicjes by Oedipus, i, 162, 235. Against Hippolytus 
by Theseus, i, 319, 359, 376. 

Cymem tocks at the entrance of the Enzine sea, passed by the Atgo,!, 
249, 269, 304. By Orestes and Pylades, u, 168. By lo m her flif^t 
from Europe to Asia, ib. 175. 

Cffbeiey wife of Saturn, and mother to the 6od8, i^ 351. Hecdves 
the timbrel firom her priests the Curetes and Corybantes, and ddiyera 
it to the Satyrs, ib. 352. Wordupped on mount Ida, i, 130; iii, 
380. 

Cyckdes, several small ishnds, forming a circle, inflieiEgean sea, Mi, 
174. 

Cychpsy sons of Neptune and Amphitrite, some of them forge the tfaon- 
derbolts with which Jupiter destroys /Esculapius, for which they are 
shin by Apollo, i, 389. Assist Perseus in erecting the waOs of My- 
cene, ii, 149; iii, 218. live in caves on mount JEtsoL hi Sicily, ii, 
413. 

Cyemtf, son of Mars, stein by the shafts of Hercules, i, 414 ; ii, 194. 

CyaosseaM, the tomb of Hecuba m the Thradan Chersonesus, i, 56. 

Cypncf, an island in the Mediterranean sea sacred to Vemu, ii,363. 



D. 

Donidtes, a fbnona Athenian artificer, iii, 197, 35^. 

ll«Me, dang^iter of Acrisfais kmg of Aigos, the name derived from im, 
** a long time," iii, 314. Becomes pregnant by Jupiter's approaching 
her tnosfonned into a sh9wer of gold, ib. 315. Imprisoned by her 
P»t 
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father, ib« Exposed with her infant mn Perseus in m wooden chest* 
and borne by the winds to Serq;>bus one of the Cyclades, ib. 349. 
jXoMt, a name given to the Argives (who were before called Pelasgiam) 

from their king Danans, iii, 3SB, 
Damnu leaves Egypt, and establishes himself on the throne of Argo^, 
iiiy 338. Accused by his brother l^Sgyptus, and tried by the Argives^ 
i, 103. 
Danau^B daughters murder their husbands, the sons of ^gyptos^ i, 40, 

239; iii, 2Jl. 
Dana of the sun, moon, and stars, iii, U7, 381. 
Dardamutf son of Jupiter, who settled in Phrygia, and founded the 

city first calle 1 from him Dardania, but aftehvards Troy, ii, 344^ 
Death con&es in person to demand Alcestia, i, 390. Vanquished by 
Hercules, i, 446. Universally loathed j it, 133; iii, 375. Puts an end 
to strife and pain, ib. 333. Impossible to be avoided, i, 427 ; iii, 400. 
Preferable to a wretched life^ ii, 317. An effectual cure for all evils, 
ib. 480. Not dreadful, because ordained by Necessity, iii, 395, 396. 
May be tlie road to a new life, ib. 405?. 
Dehta paid at the return of the moon, i, 404. 

Difenceof Orestes before the Argive people, i, 106. At the Athenian 
Areopagus, ii. 305. Of Polymestor, i, 50. Of Hippol^ tas^ i, 364. 
Of Helen, ii, 329. 
Deicoon, one of the sons of Hercules and Mcgara, iii, 197. Slain by his 

distractetffatlier, ib. tfl>0. 
DddamiOf d^hter 6f Lycomedes king of Scyros, pregnant by Achilles, 
^ iii, 390. 
i}€ipkobunt son of Piian^, after the death of lu? brother Poris^ forces 

Helen to marry him, ii, 330. 
DdoSf one of the islands called Cyclades in the J^gean sea, Apollo anA 

Diana born there, i, 21 ; ii, 223. 
JJdphif a city m Phocts, where Apollo established liis o:aclc, i, 499. 

Supposed to be the center of tlie world, iii, 91, 99. 
JMphic citizens murder Neoptolemus the son of Achilic>-, i, 497. 
Democracy, its advantages, ii, 23. Its dif ad vantages, i, 472 ; U, 99. . 
Dimopftoony son of Theseus, and king of Athens, ii, 458. Protects the 

diildren of Hercules, ii, 464. 

Diana, daughter of Jnpiicr and Tatonai born in the isle of Hclos, i, 

21 ; ii, 223. Considered by Hippo?>tus as tlie greatest of tiic Gods, 

i, 318. nie palioness of virpnitj^, i, 330. Her sacred lake, i, 327. 

. Makes known to Theseus tlie innocence cf Ilippolytus, i, 378. Iphi- 

genia directed to be sacrificed to her at Aulis, ii, 71, 159. Her de> 

lighting in human victims denied by that Princess, ib. 175. Her statoe^ 

fidleofrom Heaven into her temple iu Tanric Scythia^ ib. 1G3. Oir* 

lied by Orestes to Afliens, ib. 234. 

JHc€y and not Chess, known in the Umej of Jasonand Pabunedes, j, 

«$l;ii,76. 
Dkiym^ ft Cretan nyi^ph^ fbequootly canfounded with Diana, i, 324. 
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DieluMj brother to Polydectes king of SeripbiUy one of tiie Cydades, 

ill, 349. 
Jiiomede, son of T^deiis, one of the Epij^oni, who avenged the death of 

their fathers, and sacked Thebes, ii, G^ One of the Grecian ehieft 

assembled at Aulis, ib. 76. Advise^ the Argives to banish Orestes 

ondElectra, i, 105. Grandson of Oeneus, iiL 377. 
JHomedeSy a Thracian king, liis horses, which fed on hnman iltsh, sub- 
dued by Hereoles, i, 412 ; iii, 194. 
IHone^ a sea nymph, the mother of Venus by Jupiter, iii, 59. 
Dtruy second wife of Lycus king of Thebes, tied by Zethus and Am- 

phion, her sons in hiw, to the horns of a wild bull, iii, 180, SST, A 

fountain near Thebes, so named from tliat Priestess, i, 343* Th9 

fountain called Daughter of Achelous, and why, ii, 370, 374. 
JHrpkys, a mountain inEuboea, iii, 186* 
DUkyrambus, a name of Bacchus, derived from itc ^. twice** and 9v^ 

^ a gate," on account of his being twice bom, first of Semele, and 

tlien of the thigh of Jupiter, iii, STOf 
Dieinationf <the man who practises it unwise, i, 207. 
Pwiom^ a temple and oracular groye of Jupiter, in Molossia, a district 

of Epims, 1,209,439. 
DoloH, the name derived from Itfuit, ^ a stiletto," ii, S4S. Bargains 

for the horses of Achilles, as his reward, ib. 250, Sets out for the 

Grecian camp as aq)y, disguised in a wolf s hide, ib. 252. Sfannby 

Ui^es and Diomede, ib» 270. 
DoruSf son of Xuthus and Creusaj flrom whom the Dorians derived theU 

name, iii, 174. 
Docf, killed by the poison intended for ton, iii, 153. 
DoiMT, received with the Bride from her father, i, 258, 348, 458. 
Dragmiy usoally called the Pydion, shun by Apollo, ii, 224. 
Drogimj slam by Cadmus, its teeth sown produce a crop of warrion^ 

1,190 5 ii, 79. 
Dni^wt, which guarded the golden fleece^ slain by Jason with the asnst* 

ance of Medea, i, 270. 
JDrag^ons draw the chariot of Ceres, iii, 72. - 
J>ream of Hecaba, before the birth of Paris, iii, 324. Previons to tl^c 

sacrifice of Polyxena, i, 5. Of Iphigenia, in regard to her Brothec; 

Orestes, ii, 160. Of the Charioteer of Rhesus, ib. 279. 
Drugs brought by Hplcn from^^;gypt, i, 131. 



Earthy parent of dreams, i, 5 ; ii, 225, MoAer of Tlienis, ib. 
Said to have brought forth Ericthonius king of Athens, iii, 101, 122. 
The universal Mother, ib. 403, 418. 

Echinadesy islands in tha Ionian sefi near the month of the river Ache- 
lous, ii| 81. 
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EckioHf father of Pentheiu, fpnmg firom the Dngotfs teeth sown by 

GadmoB, ii, 370. 
Bdio, dvM of craggy mouataim, i, 49. 
Edonia, a maritiine dUtript of Thrace, i, 51. 
Effemmacy, tenders a yoang man contemptible, iii, 408. 
EidotkM, from «^ *' fonn" and ^» " Goddeai," tiie name Theoooe, 
" dau^ter of Proieos king of ^Sgypt, bore in her infancy, lii, S. 
EUUkya, the Godde« who presides over women in travail, lii, 114. 
EketrUf, daughter of Agamemnon and Qytemnestra, the name derived 
from " a privativo" and Jwtjiw «< unwedded," i, 0. Forced by 
/yg igthiM to take a peasant for her nominal hosband, iii, 246. Ra- 
cognise? her brother Orestes, ib. se7f . Assists hun in the mnrder of 
Clytemnestn, ib. 302. Consoles him under his distraction, i, 72. 
Condemned to die by the Argives, i, 103. Advises Orestes to seiac 
llermione, i, 119, Directed by Apollo to marry Pylades, i, 142. 
Ekctryon, father of Alcmena, i, 437. Accidentally kiUed by his son-in- 
law Amphitryon, iii, 179. ^ 
Ekusine, a town in Attica, where the mystic rites of Ceres were cele- 
brated, ii, 4; iii, 205. 
Eleutheriif ^ ropk ne^r T1ie)>es at tiie foot of monnt CidiBeron, 

ii,40. 
EUSf a region in the Peloponesns bordering on the Ionian sea^ii, 80* 
Ehquemif a fto gfflfrom Heaven, iii, 415. 
Brnfire, the greatest of the Gods, i, 182. Temptiog, but attended willi 

pusery, 'ii, 68. No desirable object to a wise maUf i, 3i5t 
EnefMlm, one of the Giants, ions of Titan and the Earth, assailed by 
Mmerva, iii, 98. Cnished by that Gbddess under mount JEtna, ib^ 
217. Silenps boasts of havmg slain him, ii, 413* 
fnMmttoM, on Athcps, i, 287 ; iii, 353. On richer, ib.945. On «»- 
pire, i, 182.. On a pious and retued lif^ iii, 125. On equality, i, 
1 83. On monarchy, ib. i7t. Op noble birfli, ib* 485. On » demo, 
cmtic government,' ii, 23. 
£aey, a malady whose origin is unknown, iii, 358. 
J|^p(9iJbis,«onof Jtqpiter^nd lo, i, 191. 
Epeum, the ^ntient name of the inhabitants of Eli^, ^no|n one of their 

kings, Epeos, son of Ei^dymion, ii, 81. 
Epemx son oi Panopeus, inventor of the wooden hone, ii, 291. 
fpidoMrtcs, a city between Argos'and Trceiene, i, 374 \ ii, 37* 
£p%«m,sonsof the seven Chiefs sli^ at the siege of Thebes, ii, 63. 
E^wdUy, not to be found in real life, i, 180 ; iii, 421. Its praiMs> 

1,183. ' 

Bretihaa, kmg of Athens, i, 287 ; iii, 351, Sacrifices his danghten^ m, 

102. Is shun by Neptune at the cave of Macra, ib. 103. 
Eridhimmsg king of Athens, spruQg from the Earth, iii, 92, 101, 142. 
Eridamu, or Po, a river of Italy, m which Phsetoo perished, ransinto 
the Adriatic sea, i, 352. 
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Er^hram, an fetaDd near the coast of Spaiiiy sabjact to.Hie giant Ge-' 
ryoDy iij, 196. 

Eryihru, atowa in B<Botia, near tine foot oCmoont Gitfaaeffon, ii, 3r9« 

Eteocks, the elder son of Oedipus and Jocasta, having agreed to divide 
the kingdom of Thebes with his brother Polyraces, breaks the com- 
pact, and banishes him, i, I6t* H^ speech in praise of Empire, i, 
a 81. He and his brother slay each other in smgie combat, i, ns. 
Represented, by Adiastos, as having proposed moderate terms of 
peace, ii, 39. 

EUoOiUf son 4>f Iphis anoble Argive, one of the Gfa&efi shun at the siege 
of Tbebes» bis poverty and integrity, ii 46, 53. 

Ekwim pirates carry off Bacchns frmn Icaria, in order to seU bun in 
Asia, ii, 413. 

Elnrim trampet, the signal for an>engagement, i, 287 ; ii, 288, 492. 

jEmm, Evins, Evoe, names of Bacchns. ' See Bacchus. 

EfmdHe, dai^;hter of Iphis and widow of Gs{^nieas, throws herself mto 
the funereal pyre of her deceased husband, ii, 52^56. 

jEii6dM^ A Grecian island, separated from Bootui by the Enripos, ii, 75* 
Had a kipg of its own, andfnmished fifty ships ibr the Trqian war, 
ii, 98. Its inhabitants at war with the AthenianB m thereign of Ereo* 
theus, iii, 93, 94. 

Eemtif arise Irom a variety of cansei^ ii, 496. Ought not to raiseonr 
ang^, iii, 348* 

Eifmau8f son of Admetns and Alcettis, baenu his Mother's death, i, 
408. The swiftness of his horses, ii, 77. ^ 

JBMmemdei. See Ftaries. 

Eum^lpuMy son of Neptune and CUone, attacks the Athenians with an 
army of Thradans, and » defeated, i, 201 ^ iii, 355. 

Eartpides, a short account of his life, in the Prefiice. 

Ewr^mB^ a narrow sea between Pttotfa and the isbind of Eabcea, sub- 
ject to storms, ii, 75. Tbe Grecian' fleet detained there by a dead 
cahn, ib. 67, 85, 110^ 

Earspa, dangbter to Ageaor king of Phoenicia, carried off by Jn^ 
piter, who assumed the form of a bull, iii, 402. Mother of Saipe. 
don, ib. 242. 

JEnrs^as, a Spartan river, i, 28 } ii, 299, 

EMryaluM, son of Mecisteus, pommands the Aigive division <»f the Ore- 
cnm fleet, ii, 79. 

EuryttkeuSf king of Argos and son of Sthenehis, ii, 470. Imposes the 
severest bibours on Hercules, ib. 455^ 497. Sends a herald to Athena 
to chdm lohws and the ohildren of Hercules, ib. 459. Declines tlie 
challenge of Hyllos, ib. 492. Is defeated and taken prisoner, ib. 
494. Alcmena commands him to be put to death, ib. 502. A fing* 
nient, iii, 356. 

Euryfns, kingof Oechaliyt, fiither of lole, i, 343. 

Eurytut, commander of the troops sent from Elis to the Tnjm war^ 
u, 81. 
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Euxhe !<e% csUcd^y many Oreek tvriten tra^, witii>t)iat akiy <fot5nctioii, 

ii, 173. 
Expengkfe finenli Mrteilf iMiy In #fe fttaidk <r tHe AmUmhI, jfi^ 

ftqBMhdaltMi of Heetiba ^th Clyssea, i,19. Of Y^rdfteB with tten^- 
tansi»90. Of JoeaMa WAh her mds, t, laS. Of Meri«a Vvifll Omft, 
lytKf. Of Hip|M%tMii4«kThe8eid,i,S6S. Of AdiasttB witfa lle- 
•en,it,15. Of Hecfor «MBliesiiB,fb. f«0. Of Tlre^ w^ Ptt- 
tfaeus, ib. 358. Of Ulysses ^ith Polypheme, ib. 427. Of Helen «Mi 
^lKOiMfe,ii^^. OfAilipiBfty6nVHIii.yc^,ib. !«»• OTSieFieiia 
with Iris, ib. 214. 



foZffttfodt, not cmi^ttehig groftdy to <he MWfiM 0f te 

mifaiamBlicpi^oe,ii,na. Palllaled> itt, 407. 
FtU, itabcheadnottobewlAsitoodylttyM 
FmtOy respite Ateetm from "dyimf^ i, 581\ 
FuAer^ has a stronger chiim to filial duty than a moth«r, i, 87; iil| 4i0» 

Ijofes his efaUdm lew than ataMher,alMl why, 1ly«09. Oi^^ aMcft 

tohisson, ib.S51. 
JW, prefrtelB the Accused fipon MMhighiAul^'M he e^qjh^ m, 4«6» 
Fiendy sent by- Jono and Iris agaknt Hordnlte, hi, 215. 
FiUoI duty inculcated, ii, 20. 
JRhMM, stolen by Prontethens froA Hea^f^ ii, 36S. 
JlMl^f, golden, obtained by Jifeoii and fheAi^ilaMB,a8i^^ byMeM, 

i» 249, 270. 

HMtof4he«reek8aaKmbledat«iehayof iMisinB«otfai, t, 455; §, 

76. Put of ft wrecked ontlie coast of Eoboea, ii, 995; ^ 61. O^ 

posed hi combat to that of the Barbarians, iii, 15#. 
Ftrtmm^ sports wHh «A nankuidy il^ VS. Oftaa ^dangck her Aode, 

■i»4n. 
Fr^g«Mi<«, of Tragedies which are lost, iii, 311— 42S. 
Frt^ads, the unhappy have none, i, 175, 3T8 ; iii, «02, SM. Tnic Ones 

^ftreblet^ the neaNBt fcin«Wd,l, 100. To'vreal«iorptfwer,1ii, 

357. We ought to choose such as speak Chen- tho\i^ts withfrtedom» 

ib. 351, 406. 
i^riemfefr^M, Hhe great pains musing from 'fliosewlddi are too strong, \ 

328. For the dead sooA forgotten, fii, 412. 
F^menU rites, mnA be pMd to the dead, to iMphre the living wtth cOn* 

tage, i, 14. Required by fte hms -df «il<jrcece, 1i,27. Their vato 

expence censured, iii, 385. 
FuruMy spnuig from tiie blood of Onrahtts and Ni^, iB, fl4. %nnt 

Orestes after die murder of his Mother, i, 62, 72; h, 171 ; iK, 310. 

A temple created to them m AthenI on his acquittal at the Areopagdv 
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iy S05. Some of them refnse to acquiesce in the decree, waA still 
persecute him, ib. S06. 
4^UuHiy, concealed from honum eyes, i, 325. Fills us with constant, 
terror, iii, SSO. 

G. 

fSMtu, ovightnot to be pntsned, mslcss honest, iH, 365. None haie, ifr* 

345. Honourable among the Gods themselves, ib. 399. 
Gimpnedt, son of Tros king of Troy, sMen by Japker, and made hii 

cap-bea^r, ti, 535. Ministers to the Gods at the nuptials of Peleus 

and Thetis, ii, 124. 
Gates of Thebes, their names and number, i, 916. Eteocica steHonv a 

detachment of troops at each of them, i, 195. Asmlted 1>y tha 

army of Adrastns, i, 214. 
Geteon, the elder son of Ion, iH, ir4, 
GenmtU ought co possess saperior understandings, iiy 86. 
Genuiia, a promontory in the istand of Eobcea, sacred to Keptanei 

ii, 428* MyrlSlBS tbto'wn fh>m thence by Pelops hrto the tea, 

i, 109. 
(5ery<my a Olant of a tripie fbrm, slain by HerctiYes, in, 196. 
Otoafs, sons of Titan and the Earth/ war agahnt the Oods, ii, 96. 
GhauMs, the Sea-god, appears to Menelain, i, 76, 
Glauewi, son of Sisyphas, torn to pieces by the maires of.Potnia, i,t15> 

GttmcuBj grandson of Bejlerophon, i, 267. 

Xnuueiu, «m «lf Minos and Pasiphae, ni, 348, 384, 385. 

GolA skins, worn for clothing, .ii, 415. Used to hold -wine, ib. 488. 

God hxvoiced, iii, 413. 

Gods, their great kindness to man, ii, 13. llieir amovrs, \, 398. 

cWged with a variety of crimes 'by the Poets, iii, i235. Vindicated 

liy Herciries, ib. S37. No longer Gods if they act basely, ib. 347. 

ReccSve bribes, fb. 399* At last punish crnnes, ib. 401. t9ee all 

Ihings, ib. 404. 
Gcidj Jupiter transformed into a !(hower of, eaten the chamber of Da- 

liae,1B, 3l5. ' 
GsU, the acquisition of it considered as of the utmost importance, iii, 

3J6, 331, 345. Productive of great misery, ib. 384. Ftar more porw* 

erftd^Oian illustrious bhth) iK 396. 
Gcldek apple. Sea JppU^ GiOden fleece* See Fleece^ Gdtden ram. 

See Sinn. 
Xkrgvn, a monster sHdn by Minerva in the war l>etween the Gods and 

Giants, iii, 142. . Different'eifectB of two drops of its blood, ib. 143. 

Its hide. SeeiE^. 
iGargima, placed round Apollo's temple at Delphi, iii, 99* 
. GrOlan maids, mentioned by Ulysses to the ^atyrs, Ii, 433. 
Quma, king of ^nia, brings twelve ships to Aalis, ii^ 80. 
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Hamoih son of Creon, affianced to Aotigoney i^ 196, f07, 9Sr. 

Hakf nourished in honour of Bacchus, ii, 367. Cat off, in order to be 
strewn on the graves of the dead, i, 66 ; ib, 368. 

BalM, a maritime region of Attica, bordering on the Bceotian territories^ 
u. S34. 

.halcyon, or the kingfisher, a bird hovering abont the rocks, so caDed 
from Alcyone, wife to Ceyz king of Trachis, who threw henelf into 
the sea on the body of her shipwrecked husband, and was metamor 
I»h08ed mto a kiiig-6sher, ii, $14. 

MaHrMmSy son of Neptune, slajn by Mars, ii, 204; iii,306. 

Hmigingt considered as a most ignoble species of death, i, 354 ; iiit 18* 

Hanmmm^ daughter of Mars and Venus, married to Cadmus^ i,159, 199* 
Tnuulbrmed into a seipent, ii, 406; iii, 364. 

pmi, the custom of swearing by, iii, 47. 

Hiudi of the slain, cut off, and bon^ in triumph, ii, 109. 

^Meea, originally intermingled with eardi, iii, 369* 

Hebij daughter oif Jupiter and Juno, the Goddess of youth, wedded to 
Hermiles^ iiy 496. Children called her gifts, i, 402« 

HebruBf a river of Thrace^ which runs into the £gei|n sea, iii, 194. 

ffeeate, the Diana of 4ie infernal reg}oi|s» the principal ol^ect of Me- 
dea's worship, i, 267. D9ughter of Latona, lb* 163. Her nocturnal 
rites, iii, 31. 

Hicfw, son of Priam, general of the Trojan army, ii, 241. Sends 
Dolon as a spy to theGrecian camp, and promises to reward him with 
the horses of Achilles, ib. 251. Slain by Achilles, and dragged round 
the walls of Troy, i, 456,469. 

Heeuba, wife of Priam king of Troy, tptoi captive by the Greeks, ii, 
fP5. Laments the iate of her grandson Astyanax, ib. 324, 339. Ac- 
cuses Helen to Menehms^ ib. 331. Expostuktes with Ulysses in (avoor 
of Polyxena, i, 14. Entreats Agamemnon's permission to reveiige the 
murder of Polydore, ^ 39. Assisted by the Trojan Dames, kiUs th^ 
children, and puts out the eyes of Polymestor, i, 52. per aetamor- 
phosis and tomb, i, 56, 

HeUn^ daughter of Tyndanis and Leda, her numerous suitors, ii, 69. 
Marries Menelaus, and is borne away by Paris, ib. 70. After the 
death of Paris, forcibly wedded to his brother Deiphebna, ib. 330. 
Troy bemg taken, she falb agam into the hands of Mendaos, ib. 292. 
Is conveyed to ^gypt, and vanisfaes, iii, 34. Remained at the pabce 
of Proteus during the Trojan war, and Paris carried off a cloud whidi 
resembled her, iii, 3—6, 307. Received with joy by Menehuis, ib. 
35. Escapes by stratagem from Theoclymenus, and sails for Greece 
with her husband, ib. 57—83. Lands in Argos, and there finds Her- 
aione her daughter, i, 63. Sends gifts to the tomb of her sister Qy- 
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temncftiv, 1, 66. Escapef from Orettet and Pyln^ who attempt to 
kill her, i, 131. Beceived into the Heavens, i, 141. 

IMomt, sonof PriamaiidHecabayaSeer,i,5. Andtomadie givai te 
him in marriage, ib. 506. 

HeUamy a momtaio m Boeotia, sacred to the Muses, iii, 189, MS. 

'BeUm, fnm whom the Greeks were called HeUeoeaiis, iii, 321. 

Hdiawau, distiiiguiahed from Achaians, ii, 303. 

Hellmponi, a strait of the sea dividing Europe and Asia, named from 
^Haile, sister of Pfaryxns, perishing in it, as she fled with her brother 
tfaroa^ the air on tbe golden Ram. lu inconsiderable width between 
Tn^ and tbeThradan Chersonesus, i, 37. 

HenHeHa, celebrated for its breed of horses, i, 3S7, 371. 

HeraUs always side with thoae m power, i, 104; ii, 308. Given to ex« 
aggente, ii, 467. 

Hereaan Japiter, sO caUed from ipc, *^ being oontahied within the cir* 
cuit of a house,'* Priam shun at his altar, ii, f9t, 310. 

Herodn $on of Japiter and Alcmena wife of Amphitryon, iii, 179, 919, 
215. Calls Amphitryon his real father, ib. 234. Sent by Earystheiis 
for the horses of Diomede, i, 393. Subdues Death, and restores Al- 
cestb to Admetns, ib. 447. His labours, iii, 193—196. Described in 
the paintmgs of Apollo's temple at Delphi, killing the Hydra, ib. 98. 
The sacred tapestry diere, the spoils of the Amaions, given by hnn, iU 
150. Destroys Oecbalia, and carries off lole^ i, 343. On his return 
to Tbebesy sees a bnrd of evil omen, iii, 203. A Fiend sent by Juno 
to deprive him of his reason, ib. 213. He kiDs his three sons and 
Megare his wife, ib. 220. Restored to his reason, ib. 224--441. 
Said to have perished on mount Oeta, but received among the Gods., 
ii, 496. 

HcrdsNum brings an account of the capture of Orestes and Pyhides, 
11,168. 

Henut. See Afanmry. 

HermwHj an Argive town, which had a temple of Ceres and Proser- 
pine, iii, 205. 

Hermkm^ daughter of Menefams and Helen, sent by her mother with 
gifts to Clytenmestra's tomb, i, 66, Seized by Orestes and Pyhnles, 
ib. 126. Affianced bylier father to Orestes, ib. 143. Married to 
Ket^totemus, son of AcfaiQes, ib. 452. Escapes from Phthfai vrith 

' Orestes, ib.497. 

Hesperidesy i, 352. 

Hindy substituted for a victim m the stead of Iphigenia, ii, 69, 153, 160, 

166. 
Htfid, with horns of gold^ iii, 21. Punned and slain by Hercules, ib. 

194,395. . , 
Hippodamia^ daughter of Oenomans, von by Pelops, ii, 159. 
H^lftOy the Amaxouy her belt gained by Hercules, iii, 195. Married 

to Theseus, i, 317. 
HIppohftut, son of Theseus and Hippolyta, educated by liis great-grand? 
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ftther PifttfMDi, i, dia. A Totwy of DiaM» ib. Hli 
Phaedra ftllf in love with ham, ib. He ifjedB with diadahi the ad* 
'vncas of her Nane, i, 345. Qis flcatimcnti in rogand to mi oath 
«oiideiiinedy ib. 346. His invectlTe againot women, ib. 3^. The 
cune and oaiteDce of baariibmeat pronouaeed agaim hiai by hii frther, 
ib. 359, 360. Thrown from his chartot» and dragged «loiig by hit 
horses, ib. 375. His dealh, ib. 38a. 

B^P^hfhu ▼eifed, a fiagment, iii, 36t. 

lf9P0aMd0»,.OBe of the seven chieft who nwaffced agiiiat TliehM, his 
gigantic ftiitnre,i, 164. Attacks the Ogygiaa gate, ib. 214. Afignre 
of Argns on his shield, ib. 164, Sl5. Sfadn in tint c^gs^ementy ib. 
215* Adrastu^ enconuom on hian, n, 46* 

Bmi^dletf a ThesMdian mountain hwnted by the Ccotann,iny 194k 

JETopf, feeds the exile, i, 175. Hurries iti votaries to iflliOi|»lable com^ 
tries, ii, 176. Nourishes the saUor, iii, 414. 

HtpleSf second son of Ion,iii, (74. 

iforMt, of AchiOeft, ii, 251. Dionedcs, i, 412; ii, 194. EnnefaiB,!!, 
^7. Hennetk,i, 327,371* Hippo|ylB8, i,375. The Sun, iii, 397. 
Laomedon^ proniasd to Hercules^ ii, 325* 

BmfMiif, its kws sacred, i, 418. PractiMd in a great extent by tiit 
antientSyiii, 191. Of the Peasant towards Orestes^ ib. 262. 

AbaM of Pendieus, levelled with the ground by Bacchus, ii, 375. 

House of Tantalus, their history, i, 144—156. 

ffumm sacrifices^ some account of, i, 6. Spoken of vrith detestation^ 
ii, 175. 

ffyadiMf seven start in the head of the Bull, a consteihition observed by 
themninerB, iii,l50. 

Bydroj a dragon with many heads, at the lake of Lema, slain by Her- 
cnlesy iii, 97, 196. 

l/yOus, son of Hercules, marches at the head of a numerous airay to 
succour Alcmena and his sisterv, ii, 485. Challenges Euryalhcne to 
mi^ eombat, ib. 498* DefimU him m battle, aided by the Atii*. 
nian troops, ib. 493^ 

HyaMU, attends the nuptiab of Peleos and Tlietis, ii, 104. Invok«lbr 
Gusandra, ib. 304. 

ByiftmMn See •■£ An. «. 

By f n p yU y daughter to Thoas khig of Lesnoa, who when the women of 
that ishmd killed all tiie other men, saved her father's Kfie, and gave a 
hospitable reception to Jason and the Argonauts, iii, 395. 

HyriOf atowninBoeotia,nearthefoQtof aio«itCithserQn,ii,S79. 



Jaisn, son of JEson king of Thessaly, one of the Argonaul8» i, 249* 
Obtams the golden fleece^ by the assistfrnce of Medea, who ffies with 
him to Corintli, ib. Ilesarli Medea^ and BMiriei Ibe daughter .of 
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Creoii, fb« Attemirte to defend hb eondm^ i, €72^274. Re- 
pitmcfaes Mtdea ivith the murder of fbeir chiMreiiy ib. 907. Variant 
accoimtfi of his death, ib. 310* 
Ilia, a nountahi m. Pfaiygi •, peopled before Troy mm built, ii, f5S* 
Its top iUumined by the first beams of the tmag son, ib. 335* Pa- 
ris expoMd there, ib. 135. The three Ooddenes come thither for 
Paris to a<yadge fhe prize of beauty, the golden apple, H>. 136. 
Its pines felled to buttd te ^p in which Paris sailed from Sparta, 
i, 28 ; iii, li. 
Jlhn. Sec Troy. 

Jmuhu^ son of Oceanor and Tettiys, foaadftr and first kmg of Aifpos, 
i, 106 ; lii, 338. A river near Argos, named from the aboveiift&- 
tioned king, i, 184 ; ii, 47. 
huamUUion magic, of Orpheos, ii, 445. 
Ineethumt connections, frequent among the Barbarians, 1, 459. 
Jm, danger of Qidnras and Harmoma, and wift of Athamas, a Tha» 
faliui king, fil, 35a Accompanies her sisters to the orgies of Bac- 
ehns, ii, 356, 377. Assists fai the murder of Pentheos, ib. 397. 
Seized wlfii frena^, kills her son, and throvrs herself into the sea, t, 
305. Becomes a Sea-goddess by the name of Leneothea, iii, 361. 
. Called, according to Dr. Musgrave, the Isthmian Goddess, ii, 62. 
hmeetiveSf of Polymestor'against women, i, ^2. Of lyidaras, against 
Orestes, i, 85. Of Medea, against Jason, i, iT(k Of Jaion, against 
-women, i, 274. Of Jason, against Medea, i, 307. Of Ifippolytosy ' 
against women, i, 347. Of Admetos, against Pheres, and his reply, 
i, 421_4f3. Of Hennione, agahist Andromache, ib. 458. Of An- i 
dromache, against Menchuis and Hemiione, ib. 466. Agahist the Spai^ 
tans, ib. 471. Of Peleus, against Menelaiis and Helen, ib. 477. Of 
Theseus, agamst Adrastus, ii, is. Of the Theban ^ersld, agamst 
democracy, ib. 22. Of Theseus, against kingly gOTermnent, ib. 23. 
Of Menelaus, against Agamemnon, and his reply, ib. 84-*88« Of 
Achilles against Prophets, ib. 120. Of Qytemnestra, against Aga- 
memnon, ib. 129 ; iii, 295. Of Hecuba, against Helen, ii, 331. Of 
Alcmena, agafaist Eurysthcus, ib. 497. Of Creosa, against ApoOo, iii, 
136. Of Lycnrgns, against Hercules, ib. 185. Of Electra, agamst 
the slain JEgisthns, ib. 290. 
lo, daughter of Inachus, beloved by Jupiter, and transformed into an 
heifer, ii, 33. Stung by Juno, and driven between the Symplegades 
hito Asia, ib. 175. TheTtieban and Phcenician khigs descended from 
her, i, 169. 
JoetutOy wife to Lains king of Thebes, after her hnsbaiKPs deaflt, 
unwittingly marries her son Oedipus, i, l6l. TTieir children, ib. 
In Tain attempts to reconcile her sons Eteodes and Polynices, 
ib. 179. Fmds them dead, and stabs herself with one of their 
fwords,ib. 230. 
iotais, son of Iphicles, the comrade of Hercules, aft<&r that hero's 
death, protects hJichUdran^li, 453. Entreats the support of Demo- 
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phoon, ii, 461. Goes [forth to battie, tiiougli infirm, ib. 485— 489. 
Is aiiraciik>usly made young again^ and takes EuiTBtliens prisoner, ib. 
494. 
lekhoty a Tbessaltan dty, sal>iect to Pelias, Jason's unde^ ^,249, 

f73. 
loU^ daughter to Eurytus king of Oecbalia, forcibly cairied off by Her- 
cules, i, 343. 
/on, the name derived ih>m wv, participle of fip», ** who went," iii» tS9. 
Son of Apollo and Creosa, exposed by his mother, ib. 93. Nurtured 
in the temple at Delphi, where he becomes a Priest, ib. 93. Claimed 
by Xothus as his son, Ib. 117. Erects a tent to entertain the^zitisens 
• of Delphi, ib. 149. Detects Creusa in having sent poison to destroy 
him, ib. 153. The secret of his birth, and fortunes of his future chil- 
dren, disclosed by Minerva, ib. 173. G>lonies of Athenisipis in Asia, 
from him named lonians, ib. 94. 
« Jphigenia^ eldest daughter of Agamemnon and Clytemnestra, directed 
by Calcbas to be sacrificed to Diana, ii, 71. Brought to Auhs on a 
pretence of marrymg Achilles, ib. 89. Entreats Agamemnon to 
spare her lifis, ib. )39. Declines the protection ofiered by Achilles, 
and resolves to die for her country, ib. 142. Her sacrifice and the 
hmd substituted at the altar, ib. 153. Borne by Diana to Tauric Scy- 
thia, and there employed a&her Priestess in offering up human vic- 
tims, ib. 160. Her dream, ib. Orestes and Pylades are brought to 
her in order to be sacrificed, ib. 177. Their mutual recognition, ib. 
196-^-200. Jbey all escape, and bear off the statue of Diana, ib. 
216--237. Destined still to remain Priestess of Diana, and end her 
days at Branronia, m the Athenian tenitories, ib. 235. 
Iplusy a noble Argive, fie^ther of Eteodus, ji, 52, And Evadne, ib. Be- 
wails the loss of his childsen, ii, 56. 
IriSf ambassadress of the Gods, sends the Fiend against Hercules, iu, 

213. 
Ismme, younger daughter of Oedipus and Jocasta, i, 161. 
IsmenoSy a river near Thebes, i, 172, 200 : ii, 349. 
lathmian, games, first celebrated by Sisyphus king of Corinth, ii, 336. 
Goddess, supposed to be Ino deified by the name of JLeucotliea,, 
ii, 62. 
Ii^Aaius, that spoken of by Euripides is the neck of hmd which joms 
the Peloponesus io the main contment of Greece, and separates tha 
two bays of Corinth and Saron, iii, 307. 
ItluKa, an isbind in the Ionian sea, subject to UlysseSi thence frequently 

called Ithacns, ii, 4i27. 
JvdgemaU of Paris*, causes the ruin of his country, i, 28 ; ii, 329. 
JiMo, wife of Jupiter, and daughter of Saturn, thence firequently called 
Satumia, the Goddess who presides over marriages, ii, 105. Forms 
a doud in tlie seifibhmce of Helen to deceive Paris, iii, 4, Disposed 
to favour Hden, ib. 50. 
Jufiier, bis amour ^itb Io, i, 191. With Leda, iii, 61* With Alcmena, 
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iiiy 179, 192,, S$4. With Danae, ib. 314. With Enropa, ib. 40f. 

Solemn invocation of Hecuba to him, ii^ 32T. KiUs /EBcnbpias with 

a. thunderbolt, i, 389. And Mhnas one of tlie Titans, iii, 99. Hymn 

to him, iii, 413. 
Juitux, called Che daughter of Jupiter, iii, 331. Fails not to punish 

oliendentt bst, ib. 4pl, 464b Does not consist in mere abstainmg 

from guilt, ib. 380. 
lMii,%t>n of Phlegyas king of the Lapithse, iii, 361. Bomri on a wheel 

in the mfemal regions, i, tl7; iii, 235. 



fitfy, borne by Diana as well as her Priestess, ii, 165. 

Kvighf goyemment apphmded, i, 4t7 ; ii, St. Ceusored, ii, 23. Tha 
idol of Barbarians, iii, ,418. 

^■V'^ power tempting only to coimpt minds, i, 365. A blessing to 
the subjects when their ruler is virtuous, iii, 318. 

KmgM, theur happfaieas hadi no allay except deaA, iii, 339. Prone to 
cradty from being mrased to contradiction, i, 254. Wont to com- 
mit the greatest enoilnities, iii, 343, 382. Ckow wise themselves by 
» ib. 331. 



LabdaaUy son of Polydoros, and fiither to Laius king of Thebe^ 

i, 159. 
JLaftMTf of Hercules, iii, 193^196. 
LaeedamoM and LaeatAu See l^arta* 
LaarUi kmgoflOaca, &tfaer of Ulysses, i, 18; ii, 77. 
Imu kmg of Thebei, the cvrse denounced against htm by Pelops^ 

i, 159, 235. Exposes his son Oedipus, by whom he is afterwards killed* 

i, 160, 161. 
LeOeet of Lerna mfested by the Hydra, iii, 196. At Trmene, sacred to 

Dhma, i, 327. ' 
Jjomtty according to Barnes, daughter of Neptune, and by Jupiter mo- 

ther to the Sibyl Herophile, iii, 368. 
LoMlaaia, daughter of Acastus, widow to Protesihins, iii, 386. 
LaomedoHf king of Troy, slain by Hercules, whom he had defrauded of 

the reward promised for delivering his daughter Hesione, ii, 325. 
LapUktt, a Thessalian people expert in horsemanship,' defeated by 

Peleos, i, 486. 
Luttf the household Gods, disregarded by Polypheme, who devoured 

his ipsests, ii, 429. 
JLortssB, two cities of that name, of Pherssa in Thessaly, i, 430« 
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LatvMLj daogbier of Cens, one of the Titans nvislied hj Jnpiter, de- 
livered of ApoUo and Diana in the island of Delos, i, 21 • ii, 223} iii, 

136» Invoked by Creiiny m, 112« 
LateTy filled with water, placed before the door where any one kiy dead, 

i, 394. 
LmgkUTf a love of it nu^eads men into folly, iii, 569. ^ 
Xjow, directs the actions of Gods as wtell as men, i, 36. 
24ir of Atb«^ directing earth to be strewn over the dead, ii, Sft> 
JLearmng, whether suited to the genius of women, left undetennined, 

i, J98. 
Lftfo, daughter of Thcstios, and wife of Tyndanis king of Sparta, her 

three dan^ters, ii, 69. Jupiter approaches her under the form of 

a Swan, and is ikther, of Helen, iii, 61, and of Castor and Pollux, 
X ib. 86. Nouiished her grandson Orestes in his infancy, i; 83. Said 

to have put a disgracefal end to her own life, iii, 11. 
LAvs^ a descendant of one of those waitiors who sprang tftm tlia 

Dragou'ft teeth, sown by Cadmus, commaads the BeeoCian troope sent 

to tlie «iege of Troy, ii, 79. 
I^titaMr, an isfaind in the JEgeaa sea, iti nude inhabitants destroyed bj 

^e women, i, 40. 
IjmuL, a hdie near ^rgos and Myeenei i. 167. Infested by the Hydf% 

iii, 196. 
Letter^ ofPhsdra, toThesers, i, 368. Agamemnon to Cfytemnestni^ 

ii, 68, 74. Iphigenia, to Orestes, ib. 186, 193, 194. Proetus, ta 

lobates, sent by BeUcrophon, iii, 387. 
Ldtenf originally invented by Palamedes, iii, 379. 
LeveOy an iskmd near the coast of Sarmatia, at the mouth of tiie Bori»' 

thenes, i, 507 ; ii, 176. 
Ltucade, an istend near Acamania, in the Ionian sea, with a hi|^'rock 

where was the Lover*s leap, ii, 422. 
Letuxihea, the name of Ino after she became a Sea-goddess, iii, 361. 
IMaium to ApoUo, poured forth by Ion in his temple at Ddphi, iii^ 

152. 
UbaiioM sprinkled on the tombs of the dead, i, 66 ; ii, 166 ; iii, 268. 
Ubya, daughter of Epaphus, antiently gave her name to the ^narter oC 

the.world now called Afiica, i, 191. 
Ucymnhuy son of Electryon, aoddently killed, when for advanced hi 

years, byUs great nqdiewTlepolemuSi son of Hercules and Astyoche, 

iii, 368. 
X«(/<p, a state of more happiness than miseiy, ii, 13. Onai^ terms pre- 
ferable to death, ib. 133. A state of perpetual labour, i, 324. Of 

short duration, and should be passed as agreeably as possible, i, 427 , 

4^8 ; ii, 51 . . A state of conflict, ii, 28. Ito U)ss not to be reptdred, ib. 

41. Nothmg more precious, i, 403. Neither wholly blesl nor wboUy 

wretched, iii, 334. AU attached to it, ib. 411. 
l^nw, some account of the poetical hunentations ibr bin death, i| M9 

^193. , ^ 
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Lkmy lioDbyHeMiilMiil thefinrekof Nenrn^ iii, 151, 185yi93. 
LoerUy a country bordering on BiBOtM, its troops commanded by i\J8X 

Oileas, ii, 79. 
lardf a term antiently BMde nse of to imply a despotle Prince, i, 3to. 
LMnB^ anheib growing In meadows, supposed to be that bow called me- 

lilot, i, itS4. The wonderfiil eifectrf ascribed to it by Homer in Us 

Odyssey refeirad to, ii, 308. 
Lo^y the dangers of it when immoderate, i, 277, S4f ; ii, 96* Its ii^ 

ilflence nmtersal, i, 537, 378 ; iii^ 998. Slotlifiil, tb. 31t. A mighty 

God, ib. 941. Capable of hi^iiing virtue, ib. 349, 375, 414. 
X^f WM s. 8ee Bacchus. 
Xspewn, son of Neleus and brother to Nestor^ shdn by HercuJes, i, 

414. 
l^n% a comtry in Asia, between Pftmi^hylia and Caria, bordering on 

the Medtfeerranean sea, its oracles, i, 395.' It^ troops assist in the 

defence of Troy, ii, 267. 
Ufcomedi^ liing of the island of Scyroswfaeffe AchiUes was disgnised in 

female apparel, iii, 390. 
l^fcmrgm^ aHvadan Idqg, woAUpped on mount Fsngeom, ii, 287. 
Lycw, khig of Tliebes, fansband of Dirre, iii, 180. 
I^^OM, tfaeyomiger. Us son, kills Creon and leises ^e throne, Iii, 180, 

201. Commands AmpUtryon and Megaia to pot an end to their own 

lives, ib.208. Slain by Hercules, ib.210. 
JUydia, an inhnd country of leteer Asia, celebrated for its greftt ildies, 

ii, 349. Its matrons joined with those of Ffarygm in their captivity, 

ib. 109. 
IjfdM, a river dividUg some part of Bioe^tia from Macedon, ii, 371. 
Lf/mdkty daughter of Pefops and wife to Electiyon, ii, 462. 



M. 

Jferaris^ dai^shter of Hercul^, oflfert herself to be sacrificed, ii, 476. 

Is sbdn as a victim prevwus to the engagement betiveen Hyllus and 

Eurystheus, ib. 492. 
Maeroy a cave near the citM)^ of Athens where Erecthens was shun' 

by Neptune, iii, 103. And Creosa daughter of that monarch ravished 

by Apollo, ib. 91. 
ilfffiMidet. See Daocfaanalfams^ 
itfoM, foe Off the Pleiades, danghter to Attais and mother of Mercury 

by Jupiter, i, 462; iii, 91. 
ilfidm, a sea port in the Spartan territories, i, 76; ii, 413, 428. 
Mem, indebted ta the bounty of the (Ms fer numberless comforts, ii, 13. 

Subject to every species of misery, i, 61. Better ibr Um had he 

never been bcnn, iii, 346, 417. ffis fortunes changeable as air, ib^ 

316. Ought to be resigned to Us sufferings, ib, 417. 
Vol. in. Go 
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Mwdoy duig^terofthesootiiMyer Tiraaafl» atttndi Imt Uind 6itief 
i, «00. 

Mantktmy a city in the AtheDnoi territories, n^ 454. 

MBormm^ their oatnges, f, 27. BoM in miicliief, Im|I abl» to pfotocl 
the oppresty ii, 118. Tenpted by the love of gate to inak tiie most 
inbofipitible regioiis^ ib. 176. H^ waaderiag life, iii^ 387« 

Udmriagty its precariousnessy iity 409. 

Mmnnj a descendant of Baccbna^ ii, 430. 

Mmn^ tried \t$ the Gods lor the murder of HaMrrothius, and the coavt 
of judicature at Athens from fain oeiled Areopagus, ii, $04 -, i% 306. 

Mecuieua, son of Tabns, and fiitfaer to Euryalus commander of the 
Argive sqmukon sent against Troy, ii, 79. 

Jlfcdeo, daughter to JEetes king of Colchos, aids Jason by her enchant- 
ments in obtaining the ^golden fleece, i, 270. Mnrders her brother 
Abayrtes and flies with Jason into Thesaal^, ib. 309* - Having per- 
suaded the daughters of Pelias to kill their father, she is forced to 
take refuge at Corinth, i, 249. Jason after baring two sons by her, 
forsakes her to marry the daughter of Creon, ib. She entreataCrean 
to respite her banishment, i, t64. Rcproacfaesjaaoa with Us treachery, 
i, 270. Destroys Croon aiid his Daughter by her enchantments, i» 
. 901, 302. Kills hexMns, i^ S06. Borne away in a chariot diaw9 
by Dnigoo^ i, 307. 

MediocrUyy its advantages over grandeor, i, 254. 

JU^an^ a city of Aehaia between Athens and the isthnuis of Corinth, 
m, 219. 

Jtfcgaro, daughter to Creon king of Thebes, married to Hcranles, iii, 
179. Welcomes her husband . on his metnm from die infernal reghws, 
ib. 199. KiUed by him in his fvemy, ib. 320. 

Megesy son of Phyleus, commands the Grecian troops from the ishmda 
called Taphise and Echhndes, ii, St. 

MeUndppey daughter of Desmontes, has two Jons in consequence of an 
amout with Neptune, iii, 369. 

JMengety from ^juOmq *^ iaaaspicious,* v^Am^ ^ V^i* i^ 372. Son tn 
Oeneits king ofCalydon and Althaea Thestitts' daughter, ib. Kittslhe 
wild boar which infested his country, ib. 375. 

JMeisa, son of Eieoclos^ soppoaed to be tbe Boy introduced in the SupL 
pfiants, ii, 58« 

Mendaus, younger son of Atrens and .flErope, marries Helen, i^ 62 ; 
ii, 70. On his Wife beuig taken firom him by Paris, aammons all 
Greece to revenge the minlt^ ib. Prevails on Agamemnon to lacrifiea 
his daughter Iphigenk, ib. 72. On Troy being taken, he recovers 
Helen, ib. 292, 326. Puipooes to pat her to death on his return to 
Greece, ib. 3S4. Lands with ber m Algypt, finds the ttal Helen in 

. the palace of Theodymeoos, and is sensible of baring been deluded 
by a pfanntom which vaaialies into air, iu, 34., Acknowledges tbe 
virtue of the real H^len, whom he receives with transport, ib. 35* 
Escapes with her from ^£gypt, ib. S0--^83« Anchon at Maka n Ma 
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j[>ort in fbe Spartan tenitories, and hcai1n« of hb brother Agamem- 
Ticfn*^ cteatfi, comes from tiience to Arg;oe, i, 76. Refuses to assist 
Orestes, ib. 92. Affiances Hennoine to him, lb. 143. Gives her in 
mania^ to Neoptolennis ndth a large dower, ib. 458. Is going to 
kill Andromache and her son Molossus, who are rescued by Peleu^, 
ii, 465—485. Ordained to fire in the happy islands, iii, 87. 

MeneBtkeua, son of PetaBUS, his usurpation of the throne of Athens, and 
reign of twenty-three years between that of Theseus and his son 
]>emoj|ifao6n totaDy passed over by Euripides, i, 7 ; ii, 462; 

Menacau^ ikther of Creon and Jocasta, i, 159. 

MemrceuM, son of Creon, named after his grandfather, i, 197. Directed 
by Tiresias to be sacrificed, i, 207. Commanded by his father to 
£y from Thebes, i, 208. Throws himself headlong fr6m tlie battle- 
mentSy and Is celebrated as the saviour of his country^ i, 1213. 

Jfmrvry, son of Jupiter dnd M&ia one of the Pleiades^ messenger of 
the Gods, IH, 91. Conveys tlic infant Ion to the threshold of Apollo*^ 
temple at Delphi, ib. 93. Sent to Danae, ib. 315. Avenges the 
deaA of his son Myrtihis on the house of I*elops, by sending, a nun 
vrith a golden fleece among the flocks of Atreus, i, 109. Conducts 
the three Goddesses to mount Ida, for Pafis to determine the prize 
cf beauty,'!, 464 \ ii, 136* Conveys Helen tlu-ough the air to £gypt, 
lii, 5, 16. 

Merione$, a Cretan chief, descended from Mart, n, ^7. 

Mermenuy one of the sons of Jason and Medea murdered by their mo- 
tber, i, 305. 

Merapef widow of Cresphontes king of Mes^may and forcibly married 
by Polyphontes Ids murderer, iii, 364. 

Merop$f husband of Qymene, and the reputed fiither of Phaetbn, iii 
397. 

Sdettengtr^ brings Electra an account of the Argive people liaving passed 
sentence of death on her and Orestes, i, 103. Informs Jocasta of the 
Thebans havmg repulsed the Argives, i, 213. And of her sons having 
agreed to decide their claims to the throne by a smgle combat, i^ 219. 
Informs Creon of the deaths of Eteocles and Polynices, i, 226. And of 
Jocasta having killed herself, i, 220. Helates to Medea the death» 
of Creon and his daughter, i, 300. Acquaints the Chorus with 
Phsdra's death, i, 354. Comes to Tlie^us with tidings of Hippoly tus' 
being thrown from his cliario^ i, 372. Gives Pelcus an account of 
his grandson Ncoptolemus' miu-der by the citizens of Delphi, i, 497. 
Rebates Theseus* victory over l>eon, ii, 35. Informs Agamemnon 
of Clytemne8tra*s and Iphigenia*s arrival at Aulis, ib. 89. Comes to 
tell 'Dioas of Iphigenia*s flight, ib. 227. Describes the Bacchanalian 
orgies, ib. 377. Relates the death of Pentheus, ib. 393—397. Conducts 
the captive £ur>-stlieus to Alcmena, ib. 496. Informs Mene&os of 
the supposed Helen havmg vhnished, iii, 34. Informs Tlieoclymenus 
4>f the flight of Menehius and Helen, ib. 8,0. Brings an account of 
Hercules having murdered liis wife and son^t, ib. 218. Acquaints 
Og 2 
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Elec tra with Omtes having dain iEgistliiu, ib. 284. Oon^t to tetuni 
with tbe utmost speed when he has delivered his lord's conunaiMiSy ii, 
24 Ought to^erform his lord's mandates vritb zeal, iii, 315. 

Messenia, a fruitful region in^ the southern part of the PelopoDesus, iiiy 
S6o. 

Mimas, one of the Titans, slaiu by Jupiter with a thunderbolt, iii, 99. 

Minava, bom from the head of Jupiter, Promethens performing the 
obstetric part, iii, 114. Her temple at Troy, i, 45. Directs the 
Argives to swear perpetual friendship with the Athenians, ii, 61- 
Comraands Thoas to desist from pursuing Orestes and Iph&genia, and 
relates tlie events that were to befall them, ib. 1254. Directs Diomede 
and Ulysses to kill Rhesus, ib. ^70. Appears to Paris under the form 
ofVeuus, ib. ^72. Her conference with Neptune, ib. t95. Discloses 
to Ion his birth aud the fortunes of his descendants, iB, 173. Contends 
with Venus and Juno for the golden apple, i, 465 ; ii, 136, 329. Tbe 
truth of that history denied by Hecuba, ii, 331. Represented at the 
temple at Delphi waning agavist Encelados, iii, 98. Piles the monn- 
. tain of JEtna, on that vanquished giant, ib. 217. Athens, which de- 
rived itsr name from her, caUed her city, ii, 236 ; iii, 158. And in a 
number of other phices. 

Mmotonarf a monster sprung from Pasiphae wife of Minos, slain by The* 

. seus, iii, 236, 357, 

ilftayaiu, a people who dwelt at Orchomenom in Boeotia, subdued by 
Hercules, iii, 137. 

Mnemtttymej Goddess of Memory, dangliter of Ouranus, and Mother to 
the Muses, iii, 207. 

Modesty, Clytemhestra applauds the reverence expressed for it by Achil- 
les, ii, 111. Praised by Hippolytus in the strongest terms, i, 320, 
348, 364 ; iii, 362* 

Msiloma, a region of^pinis in Greece, i, 419, 506. 

M0I088U8, son of Neoptolemiis and Andromache, rescued from Menelans 
by Peleiis, i, 484. 

Mom, borrows her light from the sun, i, 167. The time of paying in- 
terest-money regulated by it, ib. 404. 

Mothera, their natural love for their children, ii, 118; iii, 350, 409. 

Musaus, , the Atlienian poet, pupils of Orpheus, his praises, ii, 286. 

Muse, tlic mother of Rhesus, ii, 259, 283—288. 

Muses, attend the nuptials of Peleus andTlietis, ii, 124. 

Music, diverts the cheerful, but cannot console the afflicted, i, 257. 
Disused in times of deep mourning, ib. 405, 409. 

Mycene, an Argivc city erected by the Cyclops, near Argos, and per- 
petually confounded with it by Euripides, i, 151. 

Myeone, one of the islands called Cyclades encirclmg Delos, ii, 295. 

MygdoKf son of Dymas, a Thracian king, and father to Chorabus, 
ii, 268. 

Myrmidons, the BoUUcrs of Achilles, the name derived from Mup/uof, "an 
ant,*' ii, 79, 111, 139. 
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Myrtauty Mn of Mercnry and cbarioteer of Oeno'maiu, bribed and af. 

terwarda mnrdererf by Pelops, i, 109, 146. 
Jfyna, a country of the lesser Asia borclering on Phrygia, ii, S54' 

iii, 392. 



JNatuMy much icapected in Atbero, iii, 123, 353. 

N€iure, its various affects on tbe human mind, i, 66. Not liable to 

^■nge, iii, 291* 
Nrnqtlnu, son of Neptime and father of Pabunedes, ii, 76. Avenges 

his soii^ death by kindling beacons on the rocks of Enbcea, and. cansmg 

the shipwreck of great part of (he Grecian fleet, iii, 42, 61. 
Neemdhfj her temple nerer opened for the admiarion of votaries, i, 436. 

Governs both €h>ds and men, it, 236. Is submitted to patiently by 

the wise, iii, 417. 
Nemtn, a forest between Aigos and Corinth, where Hercules slew, a 

terrible Hon, iii, 151, 185, 193. 
Nimems, Goddess of vengeance, daughter of Jupiter and Necessity, 

i, 167; ii, 258, 2G3; iii, 42a 
Neepiolemui, son of Achilles and Deidamk, stabs Priam at the altar of 

Hcrccan Jupiter, i, 4. Sacrifices Pdyxena to appease tlie manes of 

his father, ib. 25. Destined to perish at Delphi, ib* 142. Selects 

Andromache widow of Dector from tbeTrqJBB captives; ib.451. 

Has aaon by her named Molosww, ib. 452. Marries Hennione daagh- 

ter of Menelausy ib. Goes to Delphi to deprecate the vengeance of 

ApoDo, ib. 453. Is nmrdered by the citisens of Delphi at the instiga- 
tion of Orestes, ib^ ^99^-603. 
Pfepiumy eaUed the ftther 4>f Theseus, i, 372. Promises thrice to gnmt 

his prayer, i, 359. The monster sent by him to destroy Hippolytus, 

1, 3t*09 383. Favonrs the Trojans, ii, 232. His conference with Mi-' 

nerva, ib. 293. E>ecthens slain by him, iii, 103. 
.NcffMi, the sea God, son df.Oeeanus andTethys, his prophetic know- 

ladge, iii, 4. His love of justice ib. 54. 
Namut9 fifty Dauglitera, ii, 176; iii, 147. Attend the nupti^s of 

Fdctts and their sister Thetis^ ii, 124. Fumiiib Achilles with annonr 

wrought by Vulcan, iii, 265. 
Aifi^y son oC Nelens, commands the troops sent against Troy from 

Pylos, ii, 80. Hn honied tongue, iii, 405. 
Night, the giyer of sleep, i, 69. Described on the Delphic tapestiy 

riding in a.eh^niot 4ravn by unyoked horses, iii, 150. Motlier of the 

Furies, ib. 214. 
IfigkHng^le^ Aedon daughter of Pandarus, metamorphosed iuto that 

bird, ii, 267. Its plamtiye strain, iii, 60. 
aiky the river which waters £gypt, its current supplied by the melting 

of the snow, iii, 3. 
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Niobe, daughter pf Tantalus and wife of Amphion, her fourteen children 
stein by the shafts of Apollo, iii, 365. The tomb of her seven daughi 
ters within sight of the Theban bnlwarKs^ i^ 166. 

NireWf king of Syma, the most beautiful of the Grecian chiefa, ii,*77. 

A'»i», son of Pandion and king of Megara, iii, 219. 

Noble birth, of the utmost service in adversity, i, 485 ; ii, 468. In- 
duces children to emnkite the virtues of their fathers, i, 17; iii, 316, 
3^4. Considered as a frivolous distinction, iii 3{3. Makes the un- 
fortunate asluuned of earning their Kvelihood by honest indnstzy, ib* 
346. Confers no real nobility oa the wicked^ lb» 350. * 

iVMiMui, the quibbles of Ulyffies on that word, to deceive Pdyphdne^ ii, 
439, 447. 

Nwm, of Medea, laments the misfortnnes of her mistress, i, 949*^257. 
Of Phaftdra, endeavonts ta soothe her, 1, 325. Advises her not to 
resist the power of Venus, i, 337. Makes dashonoiirable overtves to 
Hippolytus, which he rejects with indignation, i, 347. 

Nymphs, a sacrifice prepared for them by .£gisthus« iii, 275, 285. 

A>ssa, a mountain in India fi«qnented by Bacchns, ii, 371. 



O^tfAofiCgrus, i, 284. Of Helen's suitors, ii, 70. Of J^higeait and 
that of Py lades, ii, 195. 

OathB, the equivocating distmction of Hippolytus in respect to them, i, 
346. The guiltof those who take AdM ottes to save tlKsir lires, ex- 
tenuated, iii, 407. 

Ottur, brother of Palamedes, an enemy to ON»tes, i, 81. 

Oechidia, a city in Messenia sacked by Bercnles, i, 343 ; iii, l97. 

€kdipu»t soft of Lahis and Jocasta^ tlie name derived ^m 9tk(M, ft 
** sweHing," and rmti, ** the foot," i, 160. Expesed on moimtCithflnrDn, 
Sb. Educated by Polybus, ib. KiUs his Ihther, i, 161. Solves the 
senigma of the Sphynx, obtains the Theban liirone, and marries his 
mother, by whom he has fear children, ib. Tears oat his awn eyes, 
ib. t» deposed by his Sons and curses them, i, 162. Bamshad from 
Thebes by Creon, i, '235. Foretold by an oracle that he shall die at 
Coloneus near Athens, i, 242. His daughter Antigooe attends hfai in 
his exile, i^ 243. Happy at first, but afterwards the most wretehed 
of men, i,t 212; iii, 331. A' fragment of a Tragedy af that nama,* 
iii, 375—376. 

Oeneusy kiugof Calydoa and grandfather of Diomede^ ii, 264; iii, 377. 

OfMOf, a city of Argos w^ere Diana had a temple, iii, 194. 

Oenonuttu, son of Mars, king of Ehs and Pisa, iii, 378. His davf^ter 
Hippodamia won by Pdops, ii, 159. Stein by the spear of Pdaps, 
ii, 198. 

Omofif , an istend fai the Raronian bay, afterwards called JEgina from 
^ioa daughter of Asopus, ii, 103. 
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OtiUf attovitajtt ia TUmtifyt on wkwh Hoicwlet «•• bnnit to tatb, 
ii, 496. 

O^cni^ to the dead, i, 60^ ii, 166}iu, ^. 

Oflcwy pemMuies Hippofytm t^ invoke Yems^ i, d!93. 

Oklm8f h^m cfAtapUumiB the Ai^rre seer, ii, 48. 

OOnia, lung of Locmand fiitiier of tiw Leawr AJu, ii, 76, 250. 

OUnigt^ not witfaont its advantages, i, 163 A heavy burden, iii, 206. 
Weakens the mental iacnitiea, ib, 320. 

Old^noa, irritates Creosa against Ion, iii, 134, 145. Sent to poison him» 
ib. Fails in the attempt, ib. 153. One who bad attended Agamem- 
non from his childhood, reeognices Oiestes, ib. 271. 

OAMsDBMi, their manyiag yonng husbands censored, iii, 415. 

Qh/m^f/UM^ a very high mountain between Thessaly and Macedon, the 
seat of the Gods, ii, 295. 

OaMN, evil, ahums Hercules on his entrance iilto Thebes, iii, 203. 

OMwif, wanis Luns agapnst begetting a son, i, 159. Given to iEgeus 
on the same subject, i, 280. Directs Agamemnon to sacrifice his 
daughter Iphigenb, ii, 71. Directs Orestes to kiU his mother, i, 
68. ' And iAerwards to convey the image ofDiana from Taoric Scy- 
thia to Athens, ii, 163. Co wm andi Demopfaoon to sacrifice a vhi^ 
to Geres, ii, 472. Of Apollo, given to Acririus, iii, 313. 

Orwie of ApoBo at Delphi, expounded on public days to each foreigner 
in the hmgaage of his own country, 19, 95, 113. 

Omtf. See Plato. 

Oresftft, son of A ga a w mnen, bMwght to Anljs by his mother Oyteu- 
nostra, while yet an infant, ii, 98. Bonie in the arms of his sister 
IpUgenhi when she implores her father to spare her life, ib. 127—133, 
174. Conveyed from Argos by stealth, Iii, 245. Returns, and 
' is reosgnfaed by his sister Eiact^ ib. 864r-«72. Kills Agisthos 
lb. 267. And Clytenmestra, ib. 302. Haunted by the Ftaries, i, 62^ 
72, 79, 494; ii, 171, 207. Tried and eondenmed by the Argive 
people, i, 10^—107. Ailtaced to Hemiione, i, 143. Instigates the 
oitiieas of Delphi to murder Neoptolemns, ii, 113, Carries off Her- 
nme, ib 495. Ac^pdtted at fiie Atiienian Areopagus, ib. 206. 
Lands in Tauric Scythja, ib. 163. Is seiaed by the peasants, ib. 172. 
Brought to the temple in order to be sactt&ced, ib. 177. Recogniaed 
by his sister Ipbigenia, tb. 198. They escape with the statue of 
Diana, ib. 226—234. His h»g and happy reign, iii, 307. 

OrMtaan, a city of Arcadia, so named inm bebig the residence of 
Orestes during h|i exile, i, 149. 

Ofgies of BiKxhus described, ii, 377. 

OriMi, the coostellatioD, foimerly a fimions hunter, who, according to 
the schottast, was stung to death by a aeorpion for attemptmg to 
ravish Diana,' darts fire from his eyes, i, 49. Armed with a chib, iii, 
79. With a sword, ib. 150. 

pTfkens^ son of Oeagrus a Thrachm kmg and the mwe CaDiope, ii, 287« 
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Brings btck his wife Enrydice fnm the inltenial re|poui» ^4^5. His 
magic iacantatioiu, ii, 1S2» 445. His vegetable diet, i, 96f. 

Oaaa, a moantain inTheaialy, in, f6€. 

Otkrya, a Thessaliaa mountain haunted \ty bewts of piey, I, 419. 

Owxoms, ihtfaer of the Gods, deposed by his son Satnni, in, 214. 

Oxen, the chariot of Cadmus and Harmonia diiiWD by tbem, ii, 406. 



Pawu, from Paan, a name of Apollo, soqgs of praise to bim» and in a 

larger sense to tlie Gods in general, ii, 167. 
Pitmikau^ a people of Maeedon on the confines of Mysia, allies of 

the Trojans, ii, 267. 
Pid^emony the name of Melicerta son of Ino, after he beofuae a Sea«od, 

ii, 170 ; iii, S61, 
Pokancdeiy son of Naiiplios, inventor of letters^ iii, 979. Om of the 
confederate Grecian chieft, ii; 76. His claim to the inrentian of Chess 
enquired into, ib j and i, 251. Uiyostly put to deatht iii, 380. His mnr. 
der stropgiy resented by Itis brother Oeaz, i, 81. Avenged by Nan- 
plins, whp lights up beacons on the rocks of Eubcea, and canies the 
shipwreck of part of the Grecian fleet, iiij 4f, 61. 
Palncnis, a shrub now called Christ-thoniy ii» 4^2* 
PalUu. See Mioerva* 

PaUoM, son of Pandion king of Athens^ i, S18. 
PaUaiey a small tpw^i in Attica, frhera was a temple of Minerva, ii, 

493. 

Pan, the shepherds' God, conducts the Golden Ram to the stalls of 

Atreus, iii, 281. His flute often heard from Cithseroa, n, 389. 

Loved by the Naiads, iii, 13. Inspires those suddeq feais from him 

called fOBte, ii, S43. 

P<m4Um, king of Athens, son ^Eie^t^ns and father to ^geus, i, «79. 

Pangavm, a Thracian moantain oa ^ ponfines of Macedmi, ii, «61» 

285. 
Panihau, son of Otreos and priest of Apollo a^ Troy, his three sons, 

ii, 242. 
Paphesj a city of Cyprus wliere Venus Wfi worsb^^pod, ii, 363. 
PioraUtuiSy a people of Attica, ii, 35t 

Paris, a son of Pijamaad Hecuba, before his birth caUed the Torch by 
the prophetic Cassaadra, Iii, 3«S. Exposed and bred up as a 
shepherd on mount Ida, ii, 97, 135. Aifti^dfes the gulden Appte to 
^^enns, i, 28, 465. Who bestows Helen pn him, ii» 75. He carries 
off that princess from Sparta in the absence of Menelaus, ib. 3dQ. 
AchiUes shun by liis sbafts, i, 17. His death, ii, 330^ iii, 38. 
PormiiBus, 1^ mountain in Fhocis sacred to ApoUo and Bacchus, iU 
cloven summit, i, 169. The oracle established there by ApoUo, 
after having slain the Python, ii, 224— «26. Haunted by Bacchus 
ii, 224> 360. Too steep for human feet to ascend, iii, 95. 
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Pvrrkmiaf a regMO in Arenfit^ i, 141. 
Farrieide, a crime unbeard of among the Barbtfiani, ii, S17* 
Portikanau, one of the principal momtMos in ArcadiB; iii, 999,' 
PartkmapmuB, son of Meiwger and Atafamta, om of the leren Gfaie* 
who marched agmnBt Thebes, i, 165. His ilield detoibedy i, fl4. 
SiHD by Peiidhnenm, i, tl7. Atoita^s cttMSdnm on him, ii, «7. 
Pammm, variew, oocnpy the whole Hie of man, iii, 586 
Pmoif the benefiictrem of mankind, ii, f 5. Hymn to, iii, 365* 
Pmmmif die nomind Hiasband of Eiectra, iii, S4d. Reoeivaa Onrtm 
and Pylades witli die greatett hospitality, ib. ses. GMmr oftdFol- 
fan direct hiiments to be Kwarded, ib,00r. 
Ptgmm9f a ivinged horae spmng from the blood of Medon, given to Bel* 

lerophon b^ Neptane, iii, 98, ft66* 
Pdai^fiaaty the Afgivea andently so railed fltamPefangns son of Jnpiter 

and fiither |o tycaon, i,- 106. 
PtUtUy mm of .^acus, his heroic expWts, i, 485. hfanies llietis 
daughter of Nereos, and his nuptials are honoored trith the piesence of 
the Gods, ii, lt4. Kh« of Pfattia in Thessaly, i, 45«. Reacaes 
Andromache and Mdonus from Menefauis, ib. 475—485^ Destined 
to be a Ood, and reside in the watery mansions of Ncseoi^ ib. 50f« 
A FmgBMnt, iii, 312. 
Pflias, a Thesnlian king, nnde to Jason, sends his nephew in i^Mst of 
Ae gohlen fleece, i, S49* Sbin by his own daoghters at the mstiga- 
tion of Medea, i, 271. Dau|^rters of, a Fragment, iii, 382. 
PdioR, a moontun in Thessaly, its pmes felled to buiU the Argo, i, 
t49. Inhabited by the Centaurs, ii, 104. The noptials of Pdeos 
and Thetis theie cel^ratec^ ib. IM. 
Ptflopoaems^ the large penhisofai of Greece, fint caUed Apia and Pefaogia, 

leceires that name from Pefeps i, 146. 
PMspr, son of Tantalus, serred np by hii fiither m a banquet to the 
Gods, who restore him to life, iii, 22. That history disbelieTed by 
Iphiyenia, ii, 175. Obtahis for Us wife Hippodmnii^ danghter of 
Oenomaas; ib. 159. Kills that monarch, ib. 198. Murders Myrtil. 
his, i, 109* 4>uies Lains §w having stolen away his spmioiis son 
Chrysippas, 1, 159, t35. Some account of hirihmily, 1^ 147. 
Penoifty wif<» of Ulysses, celebrated itft her chastity, i, 88; ii, 307.; 

iii, 383. 
PcN^Bs, a river hi I'hessaly near the foot of momit Olympus, ii, 299; 

iii, 194. 
Parfftatf, son ofEchkmand Agave, khig of Thebes on the resignalidta 
of his grandfather Cadmus, ii, 350. Orders Bacchus to he im» 
prisoned, ib. 869. Becomes frantic, ib. 387. Goes disguised hi 
female apparel to view the erg^ of the Mttnades^ ib. 390. Is torn hi 
pieces by Agave and her sisters, ib. 396. 
Ptrgmmt, See Troy. 

Perulimemuy son of Neptune, JoOs Parthenopams with a stone thrown 
from the walls of Thebes, i, 217, 
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PenpkeUSj son of Valcaiiy a robbet abiin by Tbeaaitt near £|»r 

daDnis, iiy 37. 
Perna^ theheatofits oliBi^fe, i^ 349. 

.PtriOiMy aon of Jijpiter and Danae, conqnen the Gorgoai ii»4ba wes- 
teni regions of AiUc% iii, 42«. Boni^'^linNigh Ika air tomds Ai|;os 
with tfaeGoigon*8 bead, ib. 388. Rescues Androneda fttMi • flea- 
mooster, ib. 329. BoiMn Myoene witti tbeassiilanoeeftiie C^dops, 
ii, 149. 
Pmmmmy the soalofman her only altar, iii, 531. 'Die empraai of 

the iMtaan soul, i, 36. 
Phadra, daughter of MIoBS and wife of Hiesaas, inspired by Vcnos 
with a passion for her son-in-law Hippolytas^ i, 31& Pais an «nd tp 
her own life, i, 353. Leaves a letter cfaarghv HippolytBS with at. 
teropthig to violate his fethei^ bed, i, 356. A Fragnient, iii, 398. 
PhadoR, son of Apollo and aymene wife of Marops, attstnpta to 
drive las fefherli cbviot, iii, 396* Perishes in. the river Eridamis or 
Pn m Italy, i; 35t. 
PJhrot, an island ^t the mouth of tha Kile, where was the palaee of the 

fcmgs of Agypt, iii, 3. 
Fheraoy itcity of Thessaly, its pleasant situation described, i, 4t8« ' 
PkerecluSf builder of the ship which conveyed Paris from Tioy to 

Sparta, iii, 15. 
Pkareg, son of Cretiiens and fether of Admetns, founder of Phersea in 

Thessaly, retorts the invectives of his son i, 4S2. 
PAsret, one ivf the sons of Jason aad Medea whom then* mother mus- 
tered, i, 305« 
PkUammony son of ApoUo and Gbione, fether of the mnittrel Thanvfris, 

ii, «86. 
PhUoetetes, a Grecian hero who brov^t to Troy the arrows of Hemles, 
with which heelew Paris, in, 596. The wound in his foot describe^ 
ib.399, 
JPMlMnels, daai^ter of Pandion king of Atiiens, and latished by 
Tereas her sister Progne's husband, her tnmsfomiation into a 
nightingaie, and murdering her nephew Itys, alluded to, iii, fSl. 
PhUiretf or love potions, their different effects, i, 341. 
Pkmeua, brother to Ccphens kmg of iEth|opia, changed by Peiseus mto 

a rock, ii, 176. 
PkUgr% a penmsafai in Macedon, where the battle was foughl between 

the Gods and Giants, ii, 493 ; iii, 141, 990. 
PAoets, a Gndaa |»covince to the north of the bay of Connthy 9, 

PhoouSf son of .Sacus, murdered by his brother, i, 481. . . 

Plmbfy daughter of 'i^ndanis «ad Leda, ii, 69. 

Pkeenicia, subject to kings descended from Phcenix, son of Agenor and 
brother to Cadmus, i, 169, 171. Some captive damsels sent from 
thence as votivo offerings to Apollo, detained at Thebes jn their pas- 
sage to Delphi, ib. ^ 
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Phmdi, son of AgaQor, ti&e ibvnder of Phaeoiday iiiy40S. 

PharmXf son of Amyntor, having rejected the viciom lottcitation of 
Clytia, bis fiitfaer's harlot, was by her accused to Amyntor of having 
defied bis bed : t)ie credjoloas father cansed the eyes of his son to be 
yit out ; but they were restored by Ciiiron to whom Pdens conducted 
him : Peleos then made him king of the Dolopians, a people of £pi- 
rus, bordering on Pbthia; he was the fiuthtul friend and conas^Uor oif 
Achilles, whom he accompanied to the siege of Troy, iii, 400. 

PhoVoCy Si forest in Arcadia, where Hercales defeated the Centaurs, iii, 186. 

PhorbaSy commands the Athenian cavalry in the engagement between 
Theseus and Creon, ii, 36. 

Phryg^ia. See Troy. 

PAryfi^Ji captives attending Helen, a multitude of them defeated by 
Orestes and Pybidcs, t, 131. 

Phr^xusj sen of Athamas and Ne^ihele, being harnuasd byhis«ta|w 
mother Ino^ fled from his fioher^s hooae, and was borne Arough the 
air on a scolden Ram, the gift of Mercury, from Theasaiy to Colcbos, 
where he married Calciope, one of the daug^tess of JSetes; he then 
sacrificed the golden Ram to Jupiter, and bestowed the 4e^ce on 
£etes, from whom it was taken by tlie ArgoBontSy iii» 401. 

Phyleutt iatfaer of Mege» who commanded the troops from the isboids 
called Kcbinades at the siege of Troy, ii, Bl. 

Phymcimtt, ou^ht to adopt their remedies to the diseaee, instead of being 
wholly gnided by antient usage, iu, 547 ; warned agamst being too 
precipitate^ ib* 410. Attentive to diet and climate, ib. 416. 

Pf cteres, of later date tlian the siege of Troy, through freqeently men- 
tioned by Euripides, i, 3(34. 

Pierioy a moontain in Tbessaly, where the Muses are said to have been 
bomj ii, 371. 

PiUary the imagery of, in Ipfaigenia*s dream, ii, 160. 

PiUon of Hercules, the two mountains of Abyla in Africa and Calpe in 
Europe, the timiu of the western world, iii, 195. 

pini» of PeKon, felled for the construction of the Aigo, i, 249. Of Ida, 
ftUed to build theshqi which carried Parb to Sparta, i, 38 ; iii, 15. 

Piritlum$9 son of Ixion and comrade of Theseus, was slain by Cerbems 

'' when he went witli that hero to the infernal regions to carry off Pro- 
serpine, ill, 379. * 

Pkoj a region of Elis near the banks of Alpheos, Pelops there won 
Hippodvmia, and celebrated Olympic games, i, 146 ; ii, 159 ; iii, 2S. 

PUane, a Spartan city near the banks of Earotas, ii, 307* 

PUthem, son of Pelops, grandfather of Theseus and great-grandfather 
of Hercules, ii, 462. Educates liis great-grandson Hippolytus at 
Troeaene, i, 318« Mentioned with the greatest respect by Theseus, 
ib. 355. 

Pleiadesy daughters of At^s, changed into seven stars, ii, 91. 

PUione, wife of Atlas, and mother of the seven Pleiades, ib. 
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Plistkmesy son of Pfclops and brother of Atreos and TTiyestes, iii, S85. 

PkitOy Mife of Tmoltift a Lydian kib|^, and, by Jupiter, mother to Tant<- 
Ins, i, 144. 

Pluto, dwells in the infernal region^ apart from all the other Gods, 
i, S. Wedded to Proaerpine, viho, for his sake, deserts tiic Hea- 
ve», iii, T5. 

Plutui, the God of Riches, son of Jasion and Ceres, borne in a sable 
chariot, iii, S13. Despicable because erery Villain may possess him, 
ib. 319. ^ 

Po, otherwise called Eridamis, a river of Italy, i, 352. ' 

Poetry, an nprofitable pursuit, iii, 335, 346. 

Poiluxy one of the twin sons of Jupiter and Leda. See Coritfr, 

Pol!ftm$, king of Corinth, breeds up Oedipus, i, 160. Called his father 
by the servants of Laius, iii, 376. < 

Polydorf, son of Priam and Hecnba, ehtrasted to the care of Polymestor, 
i, 3. By whom he was nrardered and thrown into the sea, i, 4. Hia 
body fbund and brought to Hecuba for interment, i, t9. 

PofydMiis, son of Cadmus and Harmonia, father to Labdacus, i, 159; 
ii,405. 

Po^amjr, fV^qoent in Thrace, i, 461. Censored, ib. 472. Defended, 
in, 359. 

Po^^tdas, a Soothsayer and Physician, who restored to life GHtnrns, son 
of Mino%iti,384. 

Pohfrnataty king of Thrace, an aBy of Priam, i, 3. Murders Pofydore, 
who had been entrusted to his care, i, 4 His blasphemous language, 
I, 4f. His children are slain, and he is deprived of his eyes by 
Hecnba, i, 47. Attempts to vindicate his conduct, i, 5a Foretell 
the metamorphosis of Hecnba, i, 55. And the death of Agamem- 
non, i, 57. 

Pblynkes, younger son of Ocdiptis and JociDta, driven f^m Thebes by 
hii brother Eteoclcs, i, 16?. Fights witti Tydens, and marries a 
daughter of Adrastn^, i, 1 77. Bribes Eriphile witii a golden neckkice. 
Hi, 5^6. Marchfv aeainsit Thebes with an Argive host, i, 178. Offers 
to tlivide the kmgdoni, i, 180. He and Eteoclcs slay each other in 
smgle combat, i, 2^8. Praised by Thesens, ii, 49. The name de- 
rived from «Xy, «« abundance" ari,! WMf, " contention," i, 189, 
S31. 

Polifpheme, the Cyclop!*, son of Npjtrne, his cave on monnt Mtoa^ 
ii, 413. Devounj two of Ulysses' comrades, ib. 432. ' Intoxicated 
with wme, ib. 437—442 Deprived of his eye, ib. 446. 

Potyrenti, daughter of Priam and Hecnba, sacrificed at the tomb of 

^ Achilles, i, 24; ii, 302. 

Pontv, ** nwfcc,* the Euxme sea, so called by way of emhieiice,| 
ii, 173. 

Prpuiute, violent in their resentments, but soon cooledi i, 92. 

Porthaiit, imther to Oeneus kbg of Calydon, iii, 373. 
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PmMHfft Mob opt bird; race, m^ 3Stf . A Goddess io wfaom no tem- 
ple i« erected, ib. S40. Has certaiii advantages oyer wealth or noble 
birtb^ ib. 346. Productive of viadom, ib. 385. 
PnxUl^ui^ vrife of Erectfaeus, consents to sacrifice her daughter, iii, 

353., ' 

iViom, -son of Laomedon, and king of Troy, sacrifices and CAosolts 
the seen previous to the birth of Paris, iii, 324. Shun by Neopio- . 
lemns at the altar of HercaMm Jopiter, i, 4 ; ii, 2911, 310. 
Progme, daughter of Pandion king of Athens, and wife to Tcreos a 
Thiacian king, murdered her own son Itys, and was traa^foijncd uito 
a swaHow, iii, 221. 
Pnmethius, son of J[apetus, one of the Titans, performed tlie obstetric 
part when Minerva was bom from the head of Jupiter, iii, 114« 
Formed men out of clay, and stole fire from Heaven to animate them, 
ib. 363, 405. Tydeos branihshing a torch compared to Mm, t, 
215. 

PraipheUy their credit depends wholly on goo<ji fortune, ii, 120. Not to 
be relied on, iii, 41. 

Proterfme^ daughter of Jupiter and Ceres, and married to Pluto, God of 
the infernal regions, i, 108 ; iii, 13, 73, 224. 

ProtemSimn$t a Grecian chief, the first who leaped on the Trojan shore, 
and wiss immediately skin by Hector, i, 502. His widow, Lsodamia, 
dauf^ter of Acastus, resolves not to survive him, iii, 386, 

FntUuBj king of ^Sgypt, considered by Mercuiy, who placed Helen 
under Ins protection, as the most virtuous of mankind, Iii, 5. Dies, 
and is succeeded by his son Theoclymenus, ib. 6. Interred at die 
gate of bis palace, ib. 62. 
' Pmrnathe, one of the daughters of Nereus, married to Proteus, 
iii, 3« 

Py2ades, son to Strophius king of Phocis and Aiiaxibia, one of PelopsT 
dauf^ters, ii, 202. Not bom when Iphigenia was sacrificed, ib. 161. 
Hisfriendship for his kinsman Orestes, whom he accompanies on his 
return to the Argive territory, iii. 248. Assists him in slaying Agis- 
thos, ib.287 j andClytemnestra, ib. 302. Banished from Phocis by 
his fiither, i, 96. Attends Orestes at bis trial before the people of 
ArgoB, i, 104—107. He and Orestes defeat a nnmeinus body of 
Phvygiau captives, Helen> attendants^ i, 13J . Affianced to Electra, 
i, 142. Lands with Orestes in Tauric Scythia, ii, 162. Hiey are 
seized by the Peasants, ib. 172. Brought to the temple in order 
to be sacrificed, ib. 177. His life spared on condition of his carrying a 
letter to Orestes, ib. 185—195. Their escape, ib. jiiSr— L'.iu. 

PylM, a city in Messenia, subject to Nestor, ii, 80. 

Pfrrhm, See Neop^Utmu, 

iyAton altar at Athetts, erected by the youns;er Pisistralus, ii, 62. 

Pftkum Priestess, bys open tiie mystery of Ion's birth by producio*; the 
chest in which he had been exposed, iii, 162. 

Pjfthm, a serpent which mfested mount Paniassa<«, s!ain by Xha vhafu 



Digitized by 



Google 



4,6% wowx 

oi Apctto, who wflB theBce ficqaeailiy cdkd ik^ PfSHm G^: 

i, 169, ii, ««5. 

Qwstums, oogfatxo be dear nd distiDcty n, 181^ m, 75. 



RgMy golden, introdaced by Pan among tiie flocks of Atrens, iii, S81. 

jStolen from him by his wife JErope, and borne into the stalls of Iliy* 

estes, ib. 38?. The dreadfiil consequences aiising from this theft, ib. 

and i, 101. For an account of that Golden Ram« whose fleece wv 

taken from ^tes by the Argonauts, see PAryxus. 
ttecognUian of, Admetos and Alcestis, i, 445. Iphlgenia and Orestes, ii» 

196—198. Menelaus and the real Helel^ iii, S^ Creusa and ton, 

ib. 167. Oi'estes and Electia, ib. 372. 
Retigkniy invocation of, by the Choms of Asiatac dames^ followers of 

Bacchus, ii, 362. How introduced^ iii, 388. 
JRAadamtmthui, son of Jupiter and Europa^ and broflier to Minos, a judga 

in the infei-nal regions, ii, 4S7 ; iii, 386. 
Rhea, SetCybele, 
Rhesui, a Thracian king, son to the river Strymoa, and one of tha 

Muses, comes witli his troops to the assistance of the Trojans, ii, 356^ 

His boasttiil hmguage, ib. H6S, Slain by Diomcde and Ulysses, ib. 

274, 279. 
Rhium, a promontory of the Peloponesns, situated on flic mouth of flie 

Corintliian bay, iii, 174. 
Rich and Poor, of service to each oflier by living intcrmmgled, iii, 31 9. 

The same quantity of food will suffice for the one as the other, ib 265» 
Riches, the source of human lionoun, i, 178* Make their ownen colvards^ 

i^ 185. Their uses, iii, 265. Extolled in the strongest terms, ib. 

345, 330. 



Sacr^ce of PoIjTtena, i, 24. Of Iphigenla, Ii, 153. Of Mficaria, 41, 

492. 
Salamis, an island in the Saronian bay between Attica and the Pelopo- 

nesns, ii, 81, 324. ' A city named from thence, erected by Teucer 

in theiftleof Cypnis, iii, 12. 
StJnumaUy son of .Aiolus, impiously imitated tiie (hmiiter of Jupiter, 

and vras thereupon destroyed with a real thunderbolt, iii, 321. 
Sardis, the chief city of Lydia, situated at the foot of mouutTmoIos, 

ii, 365. 
SarpedoHf king of Lycia, son of Jupiter and Europa, an aHy of th^ Tro> 

jaus, ii, 242, 
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Stnmm toy, teiween AUkamiTfrnaea^f itUch wm dtwled at the 

«Ltremaly of the Atyre lerritenes on the ihen of the PeU|>oineu, 

if 518, 372, 374. Derived its mme, according to I^Mmnhs, .fiom 

SaroB, aftMtieiitUiigofTneMie, i, 337. 
Sahcra, dq>08es his fiitlier OuFanoA, iii, 214. His amour withjplafini 

daughter of Oce^nos, the modier of Chinm, ii^ IQ^ 
SitfvnM, «rd«ugl«erof3«t«iii. SeeJtaia. 
Sktyrt, obtain the tiinbrel from Cybele, ocbervise called B|Ma» the ibc»- 

ther of the Gods, ii, ^9, 363. Felloweffa of Bacchus, and snlu^ la 

quest of him, are driven to Sieilj^ ih. 413. llieir danoe at the gate 

of Althaea, ib. 4^4. Weleoaae Ulysses on his coaiiH^ to neunt SJtm^ 

ib^ 416. Their accolu^t* of Sicily, ib. 417. Gojpsphie with Ulysses to 

put out the eye of Polypheme, ib. 436, Their resolution ftils Ihem, ib. 

444, 446. R<^ice in their escape from the Q^clops, ib. 450. 
Stma/^^ gate, at Troy, the wooden horse introduced ihnsugh it, ii^3ll• 
Scmunder, a river ueiur Trey, rising m nonnt Ma, and running into the 

Hellespont, ii, 292 ; iii^ 124. 
Scinm, asohberslailk hj Theseos on .the isthmn^ wd thrown into tha 

sea, whose bones were changed into rocha, i, 363 ; ii, 494 ; iii» 369. 
Sm^^urOy oa sobm of the Grecian 4iips, s^ 79, 80. 
SiylAi, daa^iter to Phorcus son of Ncptnne, trMuformed into arodi be- ^ 

tween Italy and Sicily, i, 309. 
Scyrot, an island in the .A^;ean sea, i» 451 ;ii, 295; iii, 390. 
Setfthia, for the penhMda called Taorie S^tWa, see TouHs* 
S^kMSj BMhe war on lUiesus and the ThmciaBS, ii, 962. IMrhcadi 

ckiee shorn, ib.333. 
Seeuom of the year, their division, iii, 416. 
S^m49attrr sahKaiy efihcts of bathing in it, ii, gi9. 
Secret, if communicated to one, soon spreads through a whole city, iii, 

360. 
SeerSf an ambitious and mischievous race, ii, 94. 
Sdf'lw€y prevails over social, i, 253. Univeraal, iii, 364. 
Semde^ daughter of Gadmas, and, by Jupiter, mother of Bacchus^ her 

death, and tomb erected fo< her al Thebo, ii, 349. 
Sentence of the Areopagus against Orestes and Electra, i, 107» 
Sefim, a pimnoaieiy m Thessaly^ i, 50^ 
Smnua. of Hylhis, brings Alcwena an account of Iiis master's nctory 

over Euryvtheus, ii, 491. 
SentmU9^ laithful o^es grieved at aqy evil foituiie tlMtt befidk their totds, 

4, 251. Capable of the most geqerous aentimettts^ iii, 'U. laftnor 

t»li-eemeo only m name, ib. 134, 370, 402. 
&?r«i Chiefs, attach the seven gates of Thebes, i, 195, 214^ Repabed 

and slain, ib. 217—231. Their bodies not perwiMed by Creoo to h«. 

removed for mterment, ii, 4. Fuaoreal riteB.perf«nned for them |^ 

Theieus, ih. 40^59. 
Sfctow, t^o kinds of, i^ 335, An nactive Goddess, iii, 108. Same- 

times needful, sometimes peniicious, ib. 355. Yirtaoie, lu» left the 

wrld, and fled to Heaven, i, 269. 
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Skepherd, coiMs to acqnimt Heetor witt the tniviri of Wi€flii$y li, S54<r 
^aMI, of Achilles, described, iii, S66. Of Hector, Astyanu bivied 

ia it, ii, SST^MU 
SiiMg of the sereo Chiefs who Uttched agitest Aebes^ t, 163, 

«14— «16. 
Sl^, first constriieted by DaneoB, ti, 915. 
Sieibfy the island of, represented as barren while dnder the deniaioB of 

the Cyclops, i, 168 ; li, 418. 
S k l muin , dance of, pecalinr to Ae Sa^ffk fiiMes, ii , 414^ 
SMpNytheantientmetrDpoKsofPhftmcia, ii, dS4, 999. 
SUenee, one of the best female accompKshments, ii, 475. A crown to 

the good man, iii; 996. Among liis saperiors, becomes the wise man^ 

ib. 319. Often the best reply, ib.4l8. 
Silemuy comrade of Bacchus^ a prisoner in the den of Polypheme, Uf 

419. Obtains a cask of wine from Ulysses, ib. 420. Betnqn Ulysaes^ 

ib. 425. Excites Polypheme to intoxicate himself, ib. 499. 
S^rmots, •a river flowhig from mount Ida near TVoy, ii, 108. 
%y{«s, an Asiatic city, the residence oflVmtalus, which was owaUowed 

np by an earthquake, i, 145 ; ii, 119. 
SisyphuSy sonof^olus, iii, 3S1« Great ancle to Jasoui i, 26f y. Why 

called the Ihther of Ulysses, il, 94. Pnnislied In the infernal region»» 

iii, 224. A Fragment, ib. 988. 
Slander, the favoorite topic of female conversation, i, 167. 
Slarery^ one of tlie greatest miseries, i, 16; iii, 996. 
Stares attached to their masters, disliked by their companons, iii; 9ft. 
SUfPf a medicme for every disease, i, 70. Brother to Death, and there^ 

fore an ill-omened word, ii, 74. 
Soldien, endure the toil of batde, though all the gloiy aocmea to their 

general, i, 48!?. 
ScUivdef extends her dominions over the cities and temples of the van- 
quished, ii, 292. 
Sens, the piUars of their father's boose, n, 161* 
SoriertfSf the spbits of the dead raised or laid by them, i, 445. 
Sorrmt, a severe but ptacaMe Goddess, i, 7& Doth not overpower 

the wise man, iii, 410. 
StpaZff of the dead, their immortafity, i, 4t0. Rotam to Iheir natife 

Ether, il, S7, 59. Retam an everiasthug consdMsness, tS, 55. Re- 
presented by the antlent Poets as visible, i, 8, 4, 5 ; ii, 91. 
S^mUy the most poweHvl state in the Peloponeans, its halirtyitintB 
.ferocious in their marniers, ii. It. Their treacfaereiis disposition, i, 
' 471. A monntainous coontry, iU, 965. Its women rSBdered dtaso- 

lute by the mdnner in which tliey are bred np, t, 478. ' '^ • 

j^KorofPelops, with which he slew Oemmums, carefiilly preacrved ■» 

the pabce of his descendants, ii, 198. 
Sphgnx, a winged monster with the face of a virgm, sent by Pkito to 

hanass Hiebes, i, 198. Destroyed by Oodifms, who solves its. 

riddle, i, 161, S44. 



Digitized by 



Google 



INDEX. 465 

Sporadet, from tmu^, '' to scatter," several Grecian islands vhich He 

dispened in the Aljrean sea, ii, 275. 
iS^inoitf cbildreD, hated by those who are legitimate, i/363. Exposed 

to great calftmities, i, 369. Their situation not happy, even though 

their father > were Gods, iii; 116. The laws unfavourable to theiyiy 

ib. 329. Odious only in name, but by nature in every respect e^al 

to the legitimate, ib. 332, 356. 
Siagfy its great extent at Athens,' ii, 114. 
Stan, two, supposed to be Hercules and Hebe, appear to lolaus, ii, 494^ 

Of Castor and Pollux, iii, 11. 
&atue of Diana, descended from Heaven into her temple at Tauris, ii, 

163. Taken away by Orestes and Iphigenia, ii, 228. Directed by 

Minerva to be carried into Attica, ib 234. 
Siep»mofhery her enmity to her husband s children, i, 403 -, iii, 124, 402. 
5^ Afiiehis, son of Perseus and Andromeda, ii, 470. 
Sthenehu, son of Gapaneus and Evadne, ii, 79. 
Sihembcea, wife of Prcetus, her unlawful passion for BelI^rp(>hon, )ii, 

386. 
Strangen ought to conform to the manners of the country where th^ 

reside, i, 258. And not make to themselves, enemies by entering 

into disputes, ii,'47. 
Strophius, king of Phocis, and iiither of Pylades, bajaishes his son fpr 

assisting Orestes in the murder of Cly temnestra, i, 96. 
Stryman, a river dividing Thrace from Macedon, father of Rhesus, 

ii, 259. 
Suicidet -considered as a mark of cowardice, iii, 237. Of courage, ib. 

;381, 411. Some modes of it peculiarly base, ib. 18. The ideas of 

tlie ancients on that subject at least equally chaste with those of the 

modems, i, 354. 
Suitors of Helen, the oatib by which they bound themselves to Tyndarus, 

ii, 70, 87. 
Su , Jocasta's address to, i, 159. Grandfather of Medea, i, 267, 304. 

C^led the God by way of eminence, i, 425. Drove his steeds back> 

to avoid beholding the banquet of Thyestes, i, 109, ii, 197, 282. 
Sumum, a promontory in the Athenian territories,, ii, 428. 
Supjfiumi Argive. matrons, entreat Thesejis to obtain funereal rites for 

their sons slain at the s>ege of Thebes, ii^ 4. 
Swany Jupiter, under the form of one, approaches Leda, i, X27 ; iii, 61. 
^ The truth of that history questioned, ii, 110. 
SuxAi, its tepdemess to its decrepid parent, ii, 408. The sweetness of 

its voice, iii, 97. Its dying song, ii, 214 ; iii, 208. 
S^leus, son of N eptime, slain by Hercules at tbe time diat hero was re« 

duced to a state of servitude, iii, 390. 
SympUfodes, so called from avf and nx«n7u», on account of their being 

so ncfir as seemingly to dash against each other. See Cijanem^ 

Rocks. 
Syrens^ daughters of the Earth, invoked by Helen, iii, 1 2. 

Vol. IU« H h 
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T<ermns^ a proHKntory M the Sparfffli temtodeffy Hs haven saci^d 
to Ncptane, n, 4:?sr. Its cavern tbe passage to the inftfnat re- 
gions, iii, 180. 

Talausy father to Adrastus kuigof Argos, and Af edsteos father of £iiry- 
alosy ii, 79. 

T^hffbius, the herald of Agamemnon, attends the sacrifice of Tphige- 
nia, ii, 152. Joforms HcciiImi to what lords slie and the other Trojan 
Qiptives are distributed, ib. 3(K7. Conducts Cassandra to Agamem- 
non, ib. 307. ArcpisADts Andromache mth the determlBatiori of the 
Greeks to throw her son Astyanax from the battlements of Troy, ib. 
5S0— ^L'4. Directs the body of Astyanax to be boried in die shield of 
Hector, ib. 338. Orders Troy to be burnt down, ib. 343. Brings 
Hecuba an account of PoljTtena's sacrifice, i, 22*-27. Fatonrs the 
partJzafiS of .£gisthus at Orestes' trial before the Argive people, i, 
104. 

Tanos, a river which-flows through tlie Argive territories, iii, ^64. 

Tmialus, son of Jupiter and Pluta wife of Tmolns a Lydian king, 
i, 144. Ofi'eiids the Gods, \%ho partook his banquet, by an nnbridled 
tongue, i, 61. His murdering his son Pelops, and serving him up to his 
celestial guests mentioned by Mcnelaus, fii, 2^. But the truth of 
that history disbelieved by Iphigenia, ii, 1 75. ^oiished by a stone of 
enormous size perpetually hanging oyer his head, i, 61, 108. 

Tajthians, inhabitants of three small inlands in the Ionian sea, their for- 
tresses sacked by Amphitryon, iii, 181. Commanded by Meges, Join 
the Grecian fleet assembled at Aulis, ii, 81. 

Tauris, or Tauric Scythia, a peninsula, formed by the river Boristhedes^ 
the Palos Mseotis, and Cnxine sea, the savage di^osition of Its mha- 
bitants, ii, 160, 175. 

Team, must not be shed by the G^d^, t, 58f . Privileged in those of 
meaner stations, ii, 90. But unbecommg In an hero, iii, 53, 54, S37« 
Owing tb joy as well as sorrow, ii,. 198 j iii, $10. Afford a pensive 
pleasure, iii, 3 10, 579. 

Tdamoriy son of .£acns, and king of the island of Sahunisy ii, 994. 
Assists Hercules in takmg Troy, ib. 5^5. One of tiie heroes who as. 
semblied at tlie hunting of the Calydonian boar, iii, 373. Father of 
AjaXj ii, 76. Banishes his son Teucer, iii, 7. 

Telepkus, king of M>sia, son of Hercules and Auge, was wounded 
by the spear of Acliilles -, tlie t)elphic oracle informed him, that he 
could only be cured by the spcai; which gave the wound, io 
consequence of wliich he went disguised as a beggar to the Gre- 
cian camp, iii, 391. 

TtnumdcTf or the children of Temenus, who was son to Phegens 
king of Psophis an Arcadian city, aocording to Barnes and Apol- 
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l«4oni8 ; tnft Dr. MiBgrave itavks this fragment relates to the family 
of TemeDUs, sod of Aristomachus, mentioned by Paiisanias, who ob- 
tained the kingdom of Argos, and gave fats dangliter Hyrnetlio in mar- 
riage to DeiphoDtes son of Antimachus; she was destroyed by the 
Tiotence of ber brolber Phalcis attempting forcibly to take her ffom 
tier Imabaiid, iii^ 393. 

TfmpU of Mmerra, at TVoy» i, 45. Of Venus, erected by Fbxdra on 
tiie shore of Attica, lb. 318. Of Necessity, always closed, ib. 436. 
Of Apcflo at Delphi, ib. 499; iii, 91 — 176. Of Diana, in Taaric 
ScytUa, «, 164. Of the Furies at Athens^ ib. 205. Of Thetis, in 
Thessaly, 1, 469. 

Tenmsy aon of Cygnas a Phrygian kmg, hrtving rejected the incestnona 
advances of his moAer-in-law Philomela, was by her accused to his 
father of attemptiBg to violate bis bed, and sentenced to banishment : 
he landed in the island Lencoplirys, wlddi from him received the 
name of Tenedos, iii, 393. 

Tent, erected by Ion to entertain the tnliabitants ef Delphi, iii, 149. 

TnceTy son of Tetamon, banished from Salamis by liis father, lands in 
iCgypt, iii, 6. Destined by Apollo to found a new Salamis in the isle 
of Cypnis, ib. IS. 

Teumessus, a Boeotian momitain within si^ht of Thebes, i, 214. 

Teuthtmtium, a city in Mysia, founded by Teuthras, who married Auge, 
and adopted her son Telephu«, iii, 368. 

Tkamyris, son of Philammon, contended with the Moses in song, aod 
was by them overcome and deprived of his' eyes, ii, 285. 

ITuttut, one of Agenor's sons, formed an establishmedt in an island near 
Thrace, from him named Thasos, iii, 405. 

T%d>ey daughter of Asopns, and wife of Zethos, i, 198. 

J%^>e8, the capital of Bceotia, its seven gates assaulted by the Argivc 
Chiefs, i, 214. Ordained to be sacked by their sons called the £pi- 
goni, ii,63. 

Thebes, a city in CDicia, a country of Asia ]\Knor, i, 451. 

Themis, cast forth from her oracle by Apollo, ii, 225. 

Theoclymenus, son of Proteus, and king of iGgypt, the name derived 
from ^ug, <* Ood" and xXtw, " to obey," on account of his great 
piety, iii, 3. Supposing Menelans to be dead, he solicits Helen to 
marry him, ib. 6. Is deceived by the stratagems of her and Menelaus, 
iii, 62—84. 

Theonoe, dangliter of Proteus king of iEgypt, the name derived fVom 
J^iof, " God," and, row, " to understand :"* her prophetic skill, iii, 4, 
Favours the escape of Helen, ib. 55, 56. Her life tLrcatened by her 
brother Theoclyotf nus, but saved by the interposition of Castor and 
Pollux, ib. 86—88. 

Thercfme, a Spartan city, ii, 299* 

Therttpne, a town m Boeotia, between Thebes and the river Asopus, ii, 
.•^93. 

Hh2 
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Therimaektttf tbe elder Son of Hercules and Megi&n, iii, 197* Shin by 
his dkti-acted fkther, ib. 220, 

TheseuSy king of Atliens, son of ^eos and ^thra, the killing the robber 
Periphetes his earliest exploit, ii, 37. He then kills tbe Sow of Cro- 
myon, ib. 18. On the entreaties of Adrastus and the Argive matrons, 
supported by those of his mother, he sends to Creon to demand tbe 
bodies of the seven Chiefs slain at the siege of The^, ib. 21. His 
speech against kingly government, ib. Sd. He defeats Creon, ib. 58. 
And brings the bodies to Eleusine, ib. 40. Marries Hippolyta the 
Amazonian captive, by whom he has a son named Hippolytus, i,S17 ^ 
and, after her drath, Phirdra daughter to Minos king of Crete, i, 318. 
Having slain th< sons of Pallas, he retires for a year from Athens to 
Troezeue to expiate his guilt, ib. Rctaming from tlie oracle at Del- 
phi, he finds JPhsedra dead, i, 356. Deceived by a lettei* she left, he 
prays to Neptune .to destroy Hippolytus, i, 359. His imprecation iul- 
ifiiled, i, 375. Laments his rashness, on being assured by Diana that 
hu son was innocent, i, 379. Consoles Hercules after the frenzy wfaiA 
impelled him to kill his wife and children, iii, 235. Theseus, a Frag- 
ment, ib. 357. 

Thcaprotiaf a dbtnct of Epirus, near tbe oracle of Jupiter at Dodona, 
1,209. 

Thessalians, famous for their stratagems in war, i, 328. Inured to live 
under kingly government, ib. 472. Expert in horsemanship, and the 
dissection of victims, iii, 286. 

ThesthUy father of Lcda and AlthoDa, ii, 69 ; iii, 11, 374. 

ThetiSy daughter of Ncrcus, married to Peleos, and their nuptials atten- 
ded by the Gods, ii, 124. Consoles Pelcus for the deaths of their son 
AcliiUes and grandson Neoptolemus, i, 505—508. Her temple, be- 
tween Phthia and^harsalia in Thes&aly» ib. 452. 

iHuMis, king of Tauric Scythia, the name derived from ^oof, " swift," ii, 
160. Commands Oriistes ahl Py lades to be sacrificed, ib. 172. De- 
loded by tliem and Iphigenia, ib. 216—228. Commanded by Minerva 
to desist from pursuiug them, and to release tlie other Grecian cap- 
tives, lb 234. 

Thrace overspread witli snow^ i, 5. Its magic tablets, ib. 436. Poly- 
gamy frequent there, ib. 461. Abounds with silver mines, ii, 287. 
Infested by the ScytJiians, ib. 262. 

T/it'omum, a city of Locns, ii, 79. 

Thyettfs, son of Pelops, and brother of Atreus, iii, 358. Seduces 
^rope his brother's wife, and obtains the golden ram, ib. 281* 
His children murdered by Atreus, and phiced before hiln at a 
banquet, i, 61. 

Tliymbru, a temple of Apollo near Troj^situated where the river Tbym* 
brius fl,o\«s into the Scamandcr, it, 265. 

Thyrsus, a wfmd bound with ivy, borne by tlie votaries of Bacdius, ii, 

■ SAO. Used by them in battle, ib. 379. 

Ttgtrs, harnessed to the chaiiot of Bacchus, ii,371* 
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JmJbiptly account of its nnrentioD, ii, 352. 

Timt^ holds op his minor, and exposes the nvicked, i, 3S6. Son of Sft- 
turn, iiy 495. Springs from no father, iii, 344^ 381. Sees all thmgs, 
ib. 37r. , The Heavens his workmanship, ib. 389. 
Tiresiof, a soothsayer of Thebes, who lost his sight by deciding a 
dispute between Jnpiter and Jono in iavour of the former, who 
lewarded hiyi with the gift of prophecy; he and Cadmus join the 
orgies of Bacchus, ii, 354. Reproves tiie impiety of Pentfaeus, ib. 
353. Directs Creon to sacrifice bis son Menaeceua, i, 205. His 
death, i, 203. 
TSryitf Mow, the Argives so called from Tiryns a Peloponesian city near 
Afgos, ii, 460. 

Titam, giants, sons of the Earth, who warred against Jupiter and the 
Gods, i, 21. 

TKAomcs, sou of Laomedon king of Troy, beloved by Aurora, ii, 
326. 

Tmehuy a Phrygian mountain on the confines of Lydia, ii, 351. 

Ttmby of Achilles, Polyxena sacrificed there, i, 24. Of Cly temnastiBy 
ofierings sent thither from Helen, i, 66. Of Zetfans, near Thebes, i, 
165. Of Niobe's daughters, near Thebes, i, 166. Of Somele, in 
Tl^bes, ii, 349. Of Proteos, at the eiflrance of his pakice in tho 
isle of Pharos, iii, 62. Of Agamemnon, visited by Orestes, ib. 268. 
OY Amphion, near Thebes, ii, 35* 

Toitky antiently kindled as the signal for an engagement, i> 227 ; iii, 281. 
Aiso at marriages, % 172 ; ii, 106 ; iii, 40. Paris compared to one, 
ib. 13,323,324. 

TrackUy a city of Tliessaly, built by Hercules, ii, 461. . 

TrttgeiieBy the nam^ of which are unknown, fragments of, iii, 403* 

7>«asiares. of ApoUo's temple at Delphi, i, 499; ii, 226. 

Tri^lyfikSf in the fiize of Doric pillars, a space left between them eqnal 
to their heiglit» ii, 164. 

Trttofi, a lake in Aiiica, wliere Miiferva fitat appeared, iii, 135» 

Trteta, .daughter of Ceres, the patroness of public roads, iii, 146. 

TrvneNf, a dty in the Argive territories, founded by Trcexen son 
of Pelops, i, 147. Theseus retires thither for one year, to expiate 
the murder of the sons of l^ailas by voluntary exile, i, 318. Its sa- 
cred lake, i, 327. 

Trop^tf, devoted to the Gods, i, 184. Hung up m temples, ii, 162» 
250 ; iii, 245. 

TfopA^imis' cave at Lebadia, a town near the river Gephisos in B^notia, 
iii, 104. 

TfMf, tiie capital city of Phrygia m the lesser Asia, built by Neptune and 
Apollo, ii, 291. First taken by Hercules and Tehunon, ib. 325- 
Afterwards by the confederate Grecian troops commanded by Aga- 
memnon, i» 40; ii, 311. Burnt down by the victors, i, 37 ; ii, 344. 

Trumpeft blown as a signal for battle, i, 227, ii, 288, 492. 

J)fdau, son of Oenau^, and fiitber of Diomede, exiled from Calydon 
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for leaving iovoluntarily slain Iris own 1»rofher MenMppm, ^ it) ; 

iiif S77« Flics to Ai|^Sy vilicre tie fi^its wilii PolyiiSceiy od 

iRrhicli Atlrwtiis gives one or Iris dnif^^eis to trirn in marriagey iy 

177. One of the seven Cfaieft who roardied agafnsl Hiebes, i, 164. 

Att&dcs tiie KomdMui gate, i^ 215. The enoonriom t>e8towed on 

Inin af^er his dcatli by Adrastns, ii, 47. 
J^ndepmt, king &f Sparta, father of Clytemnestra and HMen, i, 95. The 

oath imp osed by him on Helen's saitors, ti, 79. Kqm)aches Orestes 

i, 84. Slirs up the citizens of Argos against Orestes, lb. tt9, 106. His 

famWy mach respected in Greece, ii, 133. 
YjfpftsNs, noustcrs of a triple ibrm, shun by flercnies, iii, 234* 
Tjfre, an island near the coast of Phoenicia, joined to the oontineot by 

Alexander the Oirait, i, I'dS* 



U and V. 



IteM, .tVM Qoddanes af 4bBt «mm, ii, «9. Ifaf 
agaiwt iiippolytni, i, 317. Agiint Me asM Diree, ib. M3« 
A miM Goddess, ib. 4C6. Har eoaleit <ivflh Juno «uid MiMWlAf 
ii, 136. OblBiBs the gcAdsB appleCMm Paiiis, j, 28, 46S. On whom 
Jhe baatowB Helen, «, 75. WMms to frastnrtft the retnmof thef«al 
Helen from ^gypt, iii, 50. Her power<itb«ofc]te«id tmi i U M i y hSST, 
S77; in, 404. 

rmia, AkouMpem^to her,«, SfT. fiartli iw m fccd %y «a(«ne, iu, 
417. 

t'ietory, address to, t, 1«3, f4$ ; ii, fS7. 

KMlioJiuMi, an Afglve wamarls, #f Orestes, f>l^ kOKng Ma If other. 
i, 106. Of the 4«Mie aex ^gatnat Hk tMdmnnies «r men, i, 968 ; 
m,t«. Wi pp a l y tntfs atf bwnMf, ^^em Ihe ff-oaation Jn H i a ui w fa 
letter, i, 364. Pheres's, of himself, for «iot 4ying fcr -Ms eon, 
ib. 42e. Aadn»aandie% <tf herself, ngamst tfermione, lb. 46A. 
Thesem^s, of himself, «gaiiBt1lie1leRad of Cnon, ii, «6.' lUnaai^ 
t>f 'himarff, in m wm w to flec^r, 'ib. «6f. Hie mf Hetatfis, ef 
twiaelf, iii, 4, 87, St. •fmenra^s, of Af<Ah>'s conduct in regard 
to Ion, lb. 173. AnfMtfyoDto, •^ iiereule^ oovrage, m i«|^ to 
Lycus, ib. 186. 

f^trgin^ «iie-4^teim«d by Ihe orade as a saeriftra to Ceres, U, 4TS« 

Virtue, the greatest of human blessings, iii, 4a'f. Tnannritled from 
paraata to Iheir <4ifldren, i, 17. RemaiBS ant^uuiged when niarfly 
rooted in the breast by education, ii^ 96. Flourishes when the body is 
«o move, iii, 39S. 

ZJiyufty king of Ithaca, ^ette of ttie conlfedenrte Grecian <9ur6. Si, 77. 
Called ffae son elf f^phns, lb. 94, 141, 41-6. f he biingfaig fphi^ 
^aia to Auhs, Mh stratagem, ib. l^. He and Diomede kill 
Dolon, ib. f7^; and Alesns, ib. «73. Obtains Hecuba by lot for 
'hii aaptivCy ib« 309. PewMfles ihe "G reeks to aatirifice ^olyxena. 
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if 8. Comes to conduct her to the altar, ib. 11. Reproadied by He- 
cuba for his ingratitude, ib. 1<2. JUmds in Sicily, ii, 416. Puts out 
the eye of Polyphcine, ib. 446. His tedious 'waaderings in bis return 
froto TFDy, H> IW ) 308.' 

Unity of time grossly violated in the Supplants, ii, 54. 

VuiatHy forges the armour of Achilles, it, 1^6 ; fUf 2^tf, M ooBt JEtm 
sacred to him, ii, £99, 443. 



>r«r, sant by Jove to rid the world of its unrigbteona swarms, i^ I4i - 
iiiy 5. Would be more studiously avoided were the sbiiighter attend- 
ing it present to men> eyes, ii, 25. A most striking instance of hu- 
man frenzy, iii, 61, .62. 

fVeaUhf of Asiatic kings, celebrated, iii, 206. But a mere name, i, 183, 
The consolation it affords, iii, 346. Takes away all temptations to 
dishonesty, but is frequently attended with pride and folly, ib. 399, 
340. 

fVeapomof Hercules, ii, 38 note; iii, 185, 238, ^ 

Widows^ their second marriages censured, ii, 318. 

fVi/e, the happiness of him who obtains a good one, i, 411 ; iii, 3T6f 
402, 409. The wretchedness of him who has a bad one, i, 88. 
Ought not to be chosen merely with a view to her wealth pc 
. nmk, iii, 299, 371. 

WUnesseSy when they contradict isaeh other, how to find out the truth, 
iii, 400. 

Wolfs hide, used by Dolon for a disguise, ii, 252. 

Womeny the disadvantages they hibour under, i, 259; iii, 370. Invec- 
tives agamst, i,52, 274, 347 ; iii, 320, 345, 4<)9. Vmdication of, i, 268; 
iii, 147, 148. Some of them capable of engaging in abstruse studies, 
i, 297, 298. Given as prices at tiie games, ib. 438. Skilful in fraihing 
stratagems, ib. 454. Steadfast in the cause of their sex, ii, 212; iii, 
337. Instances of their courage, i, 40. Reproached for their adul- 
teries, while men are uncensnred, iii, 296. The watching them met- 
fectual, iii,421. 

Wooden horse, constructed by Epeus, ii, 291. Dragged into Troy 
throogli the Scaeangate, ib. 311,.3l2. Tlie* Grecian warriors issue 
forth from it, and make great havoc through the city, ib. 313. 



Xntku$, son of ^oh», it, 93, 134, Bfnnies Creusa, heiress to tlie Athe- 
nian throne, ib. Having no children comes to consult the oracle of 
Apollo at Delphi, iii, 96. Receives Ion for his son, ib. 117. Tha 
children to be bom of hun and Creusa, ib. 174 . 
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Y. 



Kotmr men thirst after glory tuid promote UMgfateous waftyiiy 14. Ma4e 

contemptible through effeminacy, iii, 408» 
Yovikj its advantages, iii, 906^ 207. 



Ztgreus, a name of Baccfans, ii, 393 ; iii, 368« 

Zetktts, son of Jopiter and Antiope, the name derived from ^iSu, 
^ to seek,** iii, 337. He and Amphion expel Lycos, and become 
kings of Thebes, ib. 180. Described as ridhig on milk-ivhite steeds, 
h 1B6. 
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